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?R'SIDENT'S COMMENTS

During a PFN outing on April 21, ii lyas gleat to see members Marleae Sanders and Carol
Horvat collecting trash our group cr.ne across whlle identifying lichens an.l m.sses at Louth
Conservation Area. lt was the day befo,e Earth Day but members from or. italtre club don't
need an incentive lo help clean rp lhe er.rvironment. On outings througholit ahe year, I have
seen members picking up reruss. This summer, our club will be cleaning up a spol in St.
Calharines. Stay tuned for the dale and location.

More recently, the PFN were contacled ty Mark Richaadson, manager of ceme'aery services
for the city of Niagara Falls. lvlark was :ooking to speak to anyone interesled an mrn:loring and
recording the Bank Swallows that have taken up les,den.a al Fairview Cemelery on Stanley
Avenue. After dlscussing the swallows with Mark, I plan:red a visil to ihe site that is only
minules away ir'm lhe downtown.

The Bank Swaliows were easy to find icr Jean and L They were the bilds flyang a.olrnd the
large mound of earlh at the cemelery. Sank Swallows are a threatened specles 

'n 
lhe

province of Ontario and :o preserve lhe site, cemetery slaff tenced off the area. While
surveying lhe mound, we could see a number of burrows were under construclion. A checklist
was submitted to eBird Canada and we plan on visiting the site in ihe near future with hopes
of updaiing the breeding code.

Whether it is preserving a nesting sito, rollecting arash, or voicing your concerns lor a
threatened woodloi ii is reassuring ic know that there are people in Niagara willinE to do their
part to help preserve and maintain the n;ar,al environment in Niagara.

Presentations - bv Jeaai t313trri

We have recentiy had some requests to give presenlalicns to varLoris Eroirri. ar l:ebruary 6,
20'18. I spoke at the St.Catharines Public Library, Centennial branch lo the rtl.rr.ir adult
program The proglam was we I altended by both PFN members and members ol lhe pub]ic
and feaiured photographs I have taKen on our outings.

Bob and I spcke 10 ihe NiaEara-o'"r tie-:ake Girl GuiCes rn April 16. They were working on
obtaining lhclri]lrd \rratching ta.jges:a l,re !!i togelhe::r"r l.l.resting show cf phoios of
Niagara birds. We have programs slrilable Jor chrldrer aa tarll ,uciences. Contact ihe PFN if
you would like us to speak io your qrcr!.
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'I-AKE ERIE COAS1 PRO.IECT" b1'Albert Garofaio. l"cbrrrarr 26. 2018

1-ir.in3 lcar'thc shoreline ofl-nkc Erie. itlr"1 loticin-l ho\v r.sidcn6 use (ot nris-uscithat
shorelirlc. Albcll (;aralh1o anrl other nlcnrl)rrs o1'the Bcrl NIillar Nitlurc (llub llrc conccnted tltal
the shore should be managed propcrly. 1ir the herelit ofthe plants. nttirrtls. ancl hurnans uho
habil thc shorc, particularill the sancl beachts. ln his prcscrltillion lo 1|c l'l N- AlbcrL nolcd thrt
the Cireat I akcs cnelose mote than I6.0(10 kilorlr.ltrs ol sltoreline httt lcss than l'l'; 01'that is

sand duncs - rld rrrich ollhat sand berch and dLrncs cxists in soulhcnr \iilq1lla. lJccausc t)1 1llc

shape ofl-akc ]irie. thc pre\?iling \r'inds blo$ liorl .ou1h$est to noltherst. ltntl the tesultin;1

$ ind-u er c aci io0s terd to urrr c sand lo\ ard artrl irto Lhc Lakc Eric belch,:s. Af the bcrclIcs.

onc oi t\\o silrLati,lr car ha||cr to lhc mor iitg sand .ilher il \\,i111.. urred inland b1 uin,.l-
luncl rrarecrosion or sand-dLrncr lill hc iirrrncri hr thc sand bcing ul;llectcd into drttrcs lll
rarious plants 5uch a\ Ileacllsllss. \\'olnrl ood. Seu lrclel. Srlitchgrlrl;, S*sidc sptrtge lntl
r)tlrcri. Prctirabl) thc Bcachqtnss (n 01llqr plents should u,rt bc dislurl,!d. to lllou a sand-dLtnc

ltt act as lr \\a\e barlier'. lio\elcr. ii lhc beachgruss is tlislulbell ot tlanrpl.d. thc cxposed silnd

bcgirs to hlo$ a$a}. rcsultirrg as a--hl.\\out'. BLl\\'outs cln occul-ii-a colilllc-r.)\\lcr on a

.horclilr,:lccides t{) rcrno\e thc \egetrtiol \o lllcv cnn harc a sand bcach. llollrtr. uith the

eti.cl (]1 i1 'blo\\out-. erosior) carl danlallc the collag. lnd ils surrorrnditrg:. dislrrh \egetatio]r.
ud rntcillre tith rr lldlili likc thc [ou lcr''s lord arci lariorr bircl spccies. AlbclL p..s.ntcd a

|hrrt() o1-e llo.Lr.l1\'alk uhich hrs bccn rlcsigrtrd sct 1]coplc can rcccss thc beath \\ithout
ir-.Lrpiing thc berchgrass. theretbre nrlt causing "hll)\\ ouls' .

MAURITIUS", presented by Patrick Moldowar. t:r.!a 26,2018

Pirrr-i.k \loldolran conlcsicd thaL us r c|ilcl he ltad:rlurls lored crccpl crau i.r things. l'ltis
:riti:ratell led to his being stlccLcri h\ \\'ildlile J'reselr aliolr (lanatla ls thc anrLrltl rr irter ol it

..r..rrch ( Nc\\ Noah-) schollrrship to lh. isl!n.l ol\laurjtiLr:. Ilcrcccitcd\\r).dlltlt1slt\atd
iir lebruar'1 201i. and br Aprii 2015 he had:tl lool on the i\Land l'aradist iirurd, paraclise

1.,.i. palaclise in litrbo;biodilersih anr-l conscrralion on thc island as he put it.

\lnulitius is part ofthc \{ascurene lslands, in tlrc indian Occan. 85il knr oil'Mad!gaserr. {)nlr
:1) b\ li km in sizc, it is a populal Europciil lilcillion dcslinrlion. Tlie isllncl has a long historl
L)1'colon ization. lou densel"v 1'ropulatecl (1.1 miliion peoplc)lill preserrt tirrest r.prcserllilg
Lrn h l'lr o 1' thc lancl cor cr bul ncr erthcles; l terlrc of biolo-r.iclrl dir,crs it) . Dutch sa iling sh ips

\\ere the lilst to arair,e harlestinq aninrals anrl ehony.-lhc) li)u d giant tonoises, over-sizcii
qcckocs rurd a stra]lgc Ilightlcss pigeon ($e Dodo). In clrLicli ordcr lh.s. spccics rcrc rcndcred
e\linct. Bul there are slill nial]) remaining erdenric species. A hig l'lrctor il1 the prcscr\lltion ol'
thc llora end firuna of Mauritius rvas thc Oclald Durrcll Wildlil'c irLrst. i\4 or(r th4lr thirt) Jcars
lgo. DLurell risualized a trust 1tl 1ruin local people 1o rraoage loqli rcsoLncts end sprcad tlteir
nlcssrgc across lllc rl)fld. Patrici \\as li)ltunatc to bc part ol'this rr!)\'!urcr-rl. llc.ioincd a gt-oup

ofsttLdelts Jiom all olrlthclorld. a lcalizrlion ol'Durlell s dreanr. lhevrvct-c trskcd r'r ith
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,udliDg th. hioLa 0 i thc islund. clei cloping rescarch techni(ln.s. am1 pl tlrlloLin3r 1oca1 lltutlo\ rer
(staliel]olclcr) plnner.shi|s. l)espitc the karst lopoEaph). lnosl ol lhe islair.l has bccl ,.ierelopctl

rvith 70!,i, planLcd 1n sugar canc. Phnt and anirml inlrorluctitxrs har c letl to cotrllicts ith trlrtirc

specics. lltlrrduced Chincsc guava trccs. u ild pigs lind deer all rcpresent a nlajol challcnge' ln

solue casc:- lraml'llol .\clusioll linccs have bccti ercr:lcd along $ ilh 1.cc rcinoVals' CLab-cetilg

Macaquc's precLate ca!il]-nestlng hirtls. but since monktls ate \orshipped bl iiindtLs the

rlrin rcligioLr: gtoup conrrol o1'1hc nacaqrlcs has beell lontcnlioils. 'lhe PilL f igcon is an

iconic species tbr Maurilius. It is whal attracted Durrell in lie lllst place to the island. At one

time. there 11,ere letver than ten jndividuals letl il the ui1d. A captive bleeding program ltas sea

up in the 1980's and the prescrl population nor' aotals over 500 indiviiuals. Challenges include

inbreeding and providing adequate ibod. The Echo Paraleet. another endemic. was aiso do\&n

to less than l\,l ent-y indiviiluals. A cavil.r-ncster. it \\as predaacd by ]racaques and oLl:competed

b.v an introduced congener, the Ring-necked Palakeet. Custom-made nest hores and close

mooiloring brought this species back froln thc blirk. MaulitiLrs has a rvidc anarv ofbeaurif'ul
gecko species. Isle-aux-Aigreatss. a less-disturbed oll!hore island supporls many geckos us r'rel1

as Mauritius Fod1, (Endangered), enderric Olive While-eye (Criticall,v, l'hdangered). and last

stalds of intact lor.r'latd ebotu lorest. Aldabla Giant Tofloises were irtroduced tlcre as ar.I

ecological analog to the exlinct giant Maui:ins totoises (ofwhich there were tlYo species).

Round lslan<i. about 20 km north olthe mainia:.:d is a volcanic isiand containing a collapsed

crater. It suppofis severai endemic lizards, a large seabird breeding colo:l1' and olle ofthe last

remaining lative paln tbresls. lhe erdemic Keel-scaled Boa is unique ll las a split upper iau'
ard is the onl-v., boa knorvn to lay eggs. l-uckily Black Rals have never colotlized the island.

Tiere are very strict quaranline requiremel']ts for alyone visiting Round Island. Clothing is

fumigated and food is put in mild bleaci solutions but it rvas ttr:i the effort. Tllc boal trip o!'er

to the island rvas gorgeous. Round lsland was do\Y1.} to only one native Huricane Palm (iast in

situ individual ofthe species/i,ariety: Dictyospclma album var. conjlSaturn), .tmong othcr lara

palms. but recovery effol1s are underval. Mascarcne F11ing Foxes are an interesting study.

The-r. are f,'ugivorous. so locals assumed the-v rvere tlajor predators ofcultiv^:cd liuit and so

persecuted thcm. Studies shorved that the Ildian Myna and other introduced birds rvere the

nain culprits. The ilying fox realiy prelb$ upland native l'orcst Norv it is matter ol'educating

the local farmels. Patrick Moldos'an spent six months ',rorkilg lor the Durrell Trust in

Maruitius. He gained a lot lron the opportunjty and clearly loved thc expcrience !

Hot Choc.i;4} Walk, Feb. 'i? - by Jean Hampsc,

February '17 wa: a ,leautiful day. pFN men'lbers enjoyed a lca.lst hike on lle lral along
$/a ker's Creek irain Linwell Road until we reached Lake Onlaara. We noted ta.letles of plants

and birds as we fi]alked such as Red Osier Dogwood. Red-BeilieC ,rl Downy lflldpeckers,
bclh Red-Breasted anC Wh te-Breasted Nuthatchss;.c Common ;tl,eneyes and Red-

Breasled l\lergansers on ihe Lake. Cn our teturn r,-a trioyed some aial Chocolate and

homemade mufflns. Yumi

l
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"Lichens, Mosses and Other P,arl$" ot Louth Canse.valion Area"

Aptil 21, 2O1A

By Roman aiszewsk:

A group of aboui 8 people mei on a cool but dry day in Louth Conservation Area lo crntinue a
series of outings wilh the aim of finding and repo.ting lichens, rnosses, and other ":ower"
plants in the Region of Niagara.

Tho,.rgh ,,!e avo oed lhe lJrer l.ail due to the moisture present fol ow ng some heary
ancl sno.,/ rhere was pleniy to see onthe othaa alrye. paris ciifre aonservailon area.

Of the species observed, perhaps the moss Thamnobryum ailegtarlensrs was ahe nost
interesting. At first glance this Iarge plani resembles Climacium ameicanurn, or lrre moss,
but the branches and leaves are swept to one side on the Thamnobryum.

AIso of interest was the presence o{ the tree-inhabiting tichen Flavopunctelia soredica
(powder-edged speckled greenshield). lt is far less common in the Niagara region ihan iis
non-sorediate cousin Flavoparmelia caperala (common greenshield). Both species are
indicalors ol improving al.lospheric conditions.

Another lichen, the crustose and corticolous (bark-inhabiting.) Graphis scripta (common script
lichen) was easily spoaed along the irail.

Though some lichens, llke Parmelia sulcata (hammered shield), Xanthomenddoza fallax
(hooded sunburst) and Physica adsendens (hooded rosetts) ar3 very common in lhe park,
they were only added ao ahe list in this cutirE. A curious li.i3rlc.lous (lichen-irhabiting)
fungus, the pink Malchandiomyces coralllnes was found on a tal'en branch.

ln a scouting mission prior to the outing, I observed the liveru/orts Porel/a platyphy{la, Nowe ia
curuifalia and Lophocalea minor. These are added to the cu.[enl park list which now consists
of 6 liverwo(s.

Two ferns were spotted on the day of the ouling. Asplenium rhizophyllum (walking fern) and
Dryopteris marginarb (marginal wood fern).

i,!ti e enjoyirg a nice day at Louth C. A. we were able lo adi to the knowledge of ' lower
,iar:s in oLir regicn. lhanks ic tsob lllghcock for aciing as cur recordei

For a list of species of lichens. mosses and liveMofs al lhe Louth S.A please contacl
Roman Olszewski - roman.otla@coqeco.ca

Sandhill Valley, Fonlhill l"'iiltrq - by Mariene 3rnd?rs

On Satlrday, May 5:i, cr,ll t,res]dent Bob Highcock his wife Jean Hampson. Carol Horuat
Doug G llard, Barb West and rnyself, lvlarlene Sanders. had an erloyabie hlke of 2 % hours in
Sandhill Valley

Not many people are aware of Sandhili Vailey Fcnthill, \!iloa i; r provincially sign ficant Area
of Natural & Scientlf c lnterest, designaled by ihe [,4NRF. A..r]'airg io documenis lound by
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,u. Jreasurer Janet Damude, who also holds a number of the Pa\ archives, "sandhill Valley
was formed at the edge o{ melting ice. under waler in a laee .iver delta. li is ihe only ieature
of its kind in ihe Niagara Peninsula. S.ys.al headwaiers 3l the Twelve Mile Creek originate
just south of and travel through Sandhill Valley".

The Sandhall Val:ey property is pailially privately-owned by l2landolrnem and padially owned
by the City of Thorold, but public access is allowed.

Highlight birds thai we saw were: Ruby-crowred Kingleis, a Herl]1it Thrush, a male Eastem
Bluebird Broad-winged Hawk, and Red-eyed Vireo. A pileated Woodpecker hole was seen
blrt nol the bjrd that made it, unfortunately.

American Toad eggs were visible in some ot ihe huge mud puddles, as weil as varyjng sizes
of iadpoles.

Virginia Waterleaf, :rilliums, Yellow & purple Vioiets, Mayapple and Troul L,'y in flower were
some oi the plants thai we found.

li you do decide to venture into Sandhill Valley yourself, be sure lo $p.ay for ticks and !!ear
rubber boots, especially alter a rain. Access is at the end o, Slat'on Street, but it is noa
marked. You will see a wide trail heading into the woods near.:le park.

MALCOLMSON ECO-PARK- BIRDING OUTING: IUESDAY, MAY 15,2018

-:. n; oeen awakened durlng the night by heavy rain and thunder, I had my doubts that this
:-: i; 

",,,a 
s going to take piace at all. However, by 7:30 the raln had stopped and the sun was

:iie:pt:ng to shine, so B of us set out at 8:30 to see how rnany birds we could find. There wa5
a c; oi act vity and we were a ble to get many birds. We saw: Northett f licke., White-crowned
Sc.r'c!v, a Robin with white wing bars, a creen He.on, Cardinal, Chlckadee, Mourning Dove,
Reo oe ied Woodpecker, a Veery, Goldf nch, a House Wren, B:ir,more Orioles, a Hermit
TtrJSh, Catbirds, Red -eyed Vi.ecs, a Red breasted Grosbeak, Cowbirds, Swalnson Thrush,
Do\!ny Woodpecker, Great-ho.ned Owl, Blue lays, arows, Blue headed Vireo, a Warbling
\,:reo, a Hairy Woodpecker and an [astern Wood Pee,wee. We also got 16 different warblers.
These rvere: YelJow-rumped, Blackburnian, Nashvilie, Black-tlroated Blue, Tenn.ssee,
Wi son's, Chestnut sided, Black throated Gteen, Black and Whtte, yellow, Bay-llreasted,
Redstart, Ovenbird, Magnolia, Common Yellowthroat and Northern parui.. We heard a Wood
Thrush but couidn't find it. So aithough it rained off nnd on during tht morning, it was a very
successfui outing...
By Barb West

WINDMILLPOINT
Salurday, July 7, at 9:a.m.
Meet at Shoppers Drug Mart Plaza i! Fonthill, and bring lunch.
Rick Young 905-7 34-6226
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\OTI,- E PF\ {\NUAL SUMNIaII PICNIC'

The PFN.\nnu. : ,:ri *ill trke place rt Bur-guy re Woocls in St. C:rtharines on Frirlay.
Jul1 l3ar6 ,! :i.:,,iS. Bringyour pltio.(up, utcnsils, drinks rnd your aavouri,e dis:1.

Sl nd', r -.. r br, prorirled.
Thcerentsi..::.rldrlrspotalongtheonc-rv:rlloop.Lookfol.sigrs"PFiiPICNlC".
ln cx\e , f:.r i! precipitrtion, rain-date gill be Saturdal. July t'l .rl 6:00 pn.

Plel!! R>\ P r,, Boh Highcock/.lean llampson (905-681l-1260 or b'h.j*:r.:r;r,_"-rnpalico,ra)
r ' ini: L.!Ii ii r ou u ill be attending, and lrow man! pelsons rrill be il your group.

PIel.r r ni.rrr Bob or Jean by Jul1 10 to allorv tirnc for prepat'ations.
B u rg,,' ni \\ oods is located at 70 Ildgedale Road. ,ff of Clcnridge ,A.re nue in St.

C.1rh!rines.

ffi

]NDOOR CLUB PROGRAMS 2018 - 2OI9
7:30 P.M. on the fourth Monday of each month from September to April.

LOCATION; Niagara Region Building, Meeting Room 4

The Pcninsula Field Naturalisti alub
A non-profit organization sta.ted in 1954 with the objectlves to
preserve wiidlife and prote.t its habitat, to promote public interest in

and a knowledge of the naluril histo.y of the area, and to promote,
encourage and cooperate wlth organizatiorls tnd individuals having
slmi ar interests and objectives. Affiliai.d lirllh Ontario Natu.e and

Nature Canada.
I'.O. Box 23031. RPO Carlton. St. (:rttrrrines. ON. L2R 7P6

Websile : p.,nirsulafi eldnats.com

The PeninsI]la Naturalist
Publ ished : F ebruary, April/Ma),, Octobe/November

\\t }\,eLcome writtell arlicles or arluork on natural history topics. Colol]r photos (ipg) ) accompan)ing articles
are rvelcome Please subml typed paper iiems or ernailed to: lntrattcr06SfA)[mail.com . Piease send
submissions b)' emailto e'address 4bove. or by snail ail lo the Clltb s postal address. Ne\\, ideas and

conslructive cr;t:cism are rvclcome.
Edilor: Johl Potter

Assistant: lvlaNPotter

The gd;tor regrets that severalphoaographs coukl not be included in lhis copy ofthe PFN 'Naturalist"; we
apologize to the photogrophers.

Deadlines lor 2018 submissions:; June/.tl|lv; Noveflber
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