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PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS

Otr Jatruary 11,2017, the Province Of Ontario released its final report otr the Greenbelt Review atrd it
was the decisiotr we all wanted to see. The Grcenbelt boundaries in Niagara will stay the same.

This was gr€at news forthe save The Woodlot campaign. All ofthe land surrounding The Irish Grove

Woodlot rryould remaitr in the Greenbelt. The extension of Livingstone Avenue cantrot take place and the
magnificent oaks and pines will continue 10 stand without the imminent thrcat ofdevelopment.

It is encouragiug to see that protecting the natural envimnment atrd farmland was faYoured over urban

sprawl. The Saye The woodlot group did a fantastic job in educating the public ofthe signifrcance ofthe
26 acre woodland. To our members that sent a post card or Ieller to the Provitrce during the Greenbelt

Review, Thanks very much' Best regards, Bob'

MUD LAKE CONSERVATION AREA OUTING 2016

On Sunday, October 23, Jean Hampsor and Bob Highcock led the outing at Mud Lake Conservation

Area. MembeN ofthe PFN were treated to a hike along the Blue Heron Trail, which is a 3 km Ioop

around the perimeter of Mud Lake.

Sunny skies and warm fall weather made the walk all the more enjoyable, and the variety of birds did not
disappoint. Woodpecken, sparrows and a few other notables were observed at numeous stops during the
outing. A highlight was a femaie Purple Fitrch perched on the top ofa tree itr the north end ofthe
conservatiotr area. A total of l9 species werc seen.

The following is the complete list:
Mallard, Mouming Dove, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Blue Jay,

Black-capped Chickadee, Whitebreasted Nuthatch, Brown Crceper, Golden-crowned Kinglet, American
Robitr, CedarWaxwing, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Dark-eyed Junco, White-crowned Sparrcw, White-
throated Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird and Purple Finch.

A I\EW CHRISTMAS BIRD- COI]NTING GROLIP

The Grimsby Peach Tree CBC held its second count on January 2, 2017. Last year (2016) 16 counters

counted 73 species ard 35239 birds. We will te curious about their tally for this year's PT CBC ....
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cENTENNTAL GARDENs ourlNc, suNDAY, No\TMBER 6' 2016

E the past, ships mored through the locks ofthe Firsi atrd Second wella[d Canals as they lravelled

south to thoroid. years later, the section below Westchester Crescelt b€csme a muoicipal park to

commemorate the l00th anniversary ofCatrada's Confederation. Recently, the City ofSt' Catharines has

takeD steps to imprcve the parkwith better maintenance and even adding an l8-hole disc golfcourse.

With a ;hese impmvements, it s€emeal the perfect time for a club outing to this park

The group walked aloDg the trail loop through the park on Sunday, November 6' 2016' In addition to

vieving tile flora and fauna, we took;ur time to look at the totem pole that was a gift to the city' the

remaiDs ofthe stone locks and the columns thatwere most likely from the former St' Catharines Public

Library. Some ofthe PFN membeN were quite intertsted in the plants growing itr the community garden

at the south end of the park A repeat visil will be plantred.

AMeriiull.vb!'E'asahighlightforourgloup.otherbirdsobservedduringthe2kmhikeincludedDowny
woodpecker, i\orthern 

"flc"ke", 
stue Jay, l erican Cmw, Black-capped Chickadee, White breasted

Nuthaich, Golder-crowned Kinglet, American Robitr, Dark-eyed Junco, House Finch, atrd American

GoHfinch.

L\ SEARCH OF THE PI]R}LE SANDPIPE& SI]NDAY, NO\'EMBER 13, 2016

Joh BLck lcd ihe sth annual walk alotrg the east pier in Port Weller on Sunday, November8,2016' It
f,.s. b.altitol snnny day and 18 participants had hopes ofviewing a Purple Sandpiper on the rocks of
fie €.st +it tt was pmmising. Oni was photographed at this birdiDg hotspot by a member ofour gmup

tFo dals priDr:

We dii rot ftrd daoy birds while walking along the catral path. Once at the lake, the birds appeared'

Waterforl obsened alotrg the shoreline and in the bay iDcluded Canada Goose, Gadwall, Mallard, Long-

tailed DncL, Btrmehead, Red-breasted Merganser. Horned Grebe and common Loon wefe seen as well.

Snow Buothgs Ilew overthe Welland Canal as we walked toward the beacon. Forthose in ourgroup that

had their backs turned and missed the sniall flock, a felv more ofthe species that are a regular winter

visitor to tbe Niagara Region appearcd otr the gmvel path and provided great looks forall and some

photo oportuoities for those with cameras.

We checked eYery mck alotrg the spit for the shorebird the outing is named after, but the Purple

Sandpiper s€en appmximately 48 houls earlier had moved on. No sightitrg this year' Our group

continued the outing on the west pier wherc we foutrd a pair ofBatd Eagles, a large raptor that many

never gmw tired of-obs€rving. It ii great to see this species relum to Niagara' with a bit oflucl! Purple

Saudpipers will pass through Niagara during the November2017 outing.

The ImPortance of Composting

Ifyou arc one ofthe folks itr Niagara who have a Green Bin at your home' and ktrow flhat it is for, Good

ForYou! At the PFN'S November2016 monthly meeting, we were enlightened sbout Waste Managemetrt,

by a prcsentation by Rachel MacMeekitr and Samantha Shulman, both Waste Management Interns

working vith the Niagara Region waste Managemenl service. Their jobs as Intems focus on educalion

and ouireach to the communiry for which they are well trained. samatrtha has a Masters degfee in

ervimnmental sustainability from the univelsity of ottawa, and Rachel has aD educational backgroutrd

in enviroDmental studies.
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p*t-irg. P."iltll" p.""ess of composting is usleful for"converting the appropriate organic materials

""..p8" *lrit is usefirl for mulciing ita phot growth' Part-ly also' composting rem:-'*^.1-11::

;[ffiHffiffi; ;;;;; il*"lfu" siies un"necessarilv i was surprised that srass clippinss

i*? U.ro. .o ,o, 
""c,eptabb 

t;be in the Green Bin, but the Interns stated that gratt 
"lipPi'"gt Tl::

ilrffVlra a. 
""aa*"m'pose 

well in the Green system' The Interns came with a number of information

U".fi"t" *A paEphtets which explaineal all the benefts of the €omposting progmm' and witb contact

io-fo"."tl* .i"l ". 
their phone line 905-356-4141 or niagararegion'ca/waste for those who might wish to

find dore inforDatiDn bY e-mail.

The Rise and Fall of Ontario's SSSSnakes; By Anne Yagi

Our Jensar-a' sp..Ler, Aune Yagi, is a biologist holditrgaBsc from Guelph.itr1984 who has had a carcer

*r,i-tt.djrli" ur"*try of Nitural Resoirces and Forestry' Recently retired from the MNRF'' she is

"r-*tn'--.tfA.g 
., a ItiSc at Brock University, and also is Pr€sideDt of Trees Inc' She acknowledges

naviag i nrEinJiltercst itr Canadian snakes, her topic for this meeting

To begii, A[e steied that ther€ are appmximately 3500 species of qna kes in the rvorld' about 2? species

io ctiej^ .ra .mut 15 species in Ontario. One species called the Kirttsnd Strake is considered to be

*l-.p.iJ Cer"*lly suakes can be found in forcsis, mountain areas, and grasslands' atrd ay either

lit ;r.r" iu *iot". oi remain active, dependitrg on the temperature where they live' Over time' some

spcci:s leYe moved southward, where they fitrd warmer sites'

Verollolssaalesar€notcommoninOtrtario,althoughtheMassassaugaRattlesDakedoesexistinsome
pl""".l f.. fit'" io tle bog itr the Port Colborne areal antl others are still itr the Lake Hurotr area where

the.r' Ih'e arootrd rocky areas'

Anne noted that dany animal species have evolved atr'l Yafious species developed at differ€nt geological

time* ara thb is afso true with snakes. As example, she suggested that-Garter-snakes were around in

Otrtario erootrd 9000 yeaN ago itr open grasslands ancl then some species evolved to live io forests atrd

otn". specio fike fot*nakes and Racen preferred, an'l thus developed, in gras'slands' The Timber

Rattlesiakes ofviously would be examplei of snakes prefernng woodlands' Currently ther€ are 5 sub-

species of Garter-soakes, vhich indicates their preferred livitrg-places'

In her talk, ABne demonstmteal interesting aspects of various snake species, as follows: the R€d-bellied

S""X" ffi ni"n to five young, while moisnakes lay eggs; the Eastern Ribbotr Snake can be identified

hv , li;t-colotrrEd rioe around the eyes; the Northem Waterstrale lives mainly in the water' but

iir'.-?i*." r.oa, te-Milk-Snak" bas .arkings vaguely like a Rattlesnake atrd will act like a

Rattlesnake for deiense, so often people see it and kiti it; tte Gray Ratsnake can be 2'5 metr€s long and

tl" iJ"- rot-So.r." can be upto i.7 metres long; the Queen snake, a species $ith a striped

uri".t"ify, ot. 
"*yn"h; 

the Eaitern Ilognosed Snake eats toads; atrd the fimber Ratttesnake is mainly

in the forcsts in New York State.

Although the snake species in Ontario have had their prrferetrce of their habitats' they are beitrg

seriousily affected by ihe development oflatrd by human artivities' Fragmentatior oftheir pr€f€rred

n"fii# i. p-t"oly their most ierious threat' Also, road-kill is a pmblem' The Government is trying to

reduce the iosses by doing rcad su.veys' and providitrg signs to indicate problem sites' to try to reduce

the road-kill losses; for example where snakes occupy war spots on roads'

talk 10 the Prli Eas primarily about the Niagara Region's GrcenBin program' and th: b:11T:-11
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Catharines Christmas Bird Count, December 18, 2016
By Jean Hampson and Bob Highcock

The Peninsula Field Naturalists held their Christmas Bird Count on Sunday, December
18, 2016. The temperature remained below freezing throughout the day and flurries in the
afternootr E-ere encountered by some groups.

Thanks to all the participants who assisted with this years' count. Many thanks to Mary
and John Potter for organizing the round-up party and everyone thet brought main
courses and treats for all to enjoy. You all made our lirst year as compilers a rewarding
experience.
A special thank-you to Marcie Jacklin for acting as St. Catharines Christmas Bird Count
compiler for 20 years! That's a lot of data and birds. We wish Marcie well as she takes on
the duties as the Niagara Falls Christmas Bird Compiler for the next 20 years.

New high counts were recorded for Canada Goose (5,363), Gadwall (18), Ruddy Duck (2),
Bald Eagle (3), Horned Lark (304) and White-crowned Sparrow (81). For only the third
SC CBC, a Fox Sparrow was recorded.

For this year's count, we had 40 participants (listed below).
Briaa Ahara, Rionda Armstrong, John Blaclq Peter BonEnfant, Lorraine Brown, Paul
Chapman, Sue Chapman, Barb Charlton, Paula Clark, Noah Cole, Trevor Comfield, Carl
Damude, Jauet Damude, Maddie Davies, Rob Dobos, Chris Escott, Julie Falsetti, Steve
Gillis, Ltrrn Glover, Peter Graham, Jean Hampson, Carol Horvat, Bob Highcocko Marcie
Jacklin, Nabil Khairallah, Nabila Khairallah, Kara Kristjanson, Bob Manson, Dan Riley,
Judy Robins, Kayo Roy, Marlene Sanders, Joyce Sankey, Karin Schneider, Tim Seburn,
Dale Smith. \anc1-' Smith, John Stevens, Josh Vandermeulen, RickYoun
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Total indir Auals 21807

Caaada Gmse
Mute S*an
Gad*all
Brourrheaded Gull
Arneri:an wigeon
Anrrixn Black Duck
Malhd
Ruddl Duck
s'ood Duck
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
L6ser Scaup

Ga€arer Scaup
Comrmn Goldeneye
Ghrcous Gull
Icebnd Gull
SurfScoter
rltite-winged Scoter

Long-tailed Duck
Bufflehead
Hooded Merganser

Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
RiDg-necked Pheasant
\[ iH Turkey
Comnon Loon
Red-throaled Loon
Double-crested Cormomnt
G.ear Blue Heron
Turkey Vulture
Northem Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Bald Eagle
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Bonaparte's Gull
Ring-billed Cull
Hening Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Gull species

Pied-billed Grebe

Total species 80
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i\,lourning Dor,e

Lrastem Screech-o$ l

Crcat I Iorned O$,1

Rcd-bellied Woodpecker
i)o\\n) \\roodpeckcr
Hair) \\ oodpecker
Northcrn Flicker
American Kestrcl
\{erlin

Bhe Ja)
,\mcrican Cro[
Sno\\ Bunling
Ycllo\1-rumped \\'arbler
Fo\ Sfarrc$
[]orned Lark
Anicrican Cool
Black-capped Chickadee

Tulled fitmouse
Red-brcastcd Nuthalch
white-breastcd Nuthalch
Bro\\,n Crccper
C'arolina \\'rcn
Colden-cro\ncd Kingle!
Easlern B[rebird
American Robin

Nonhern \{ockingbird
American Coldfinch
l-.uropcan Starling
Ccdar \\'a\\\ ing
Lcpland Longspur
,\nrerican Tree SDarro*
Dark-e)ed.lunco
White-cro\!ncd Sparro\
$rhite-throaled Sparo\\,
Song Sparrow
Northern Cardirral
Rcd w inged Blackbird
House Sparrow
Bro$n-headed (bl\bird
Housc Ir inch
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2OI7 SPRINC OUTINCS

\,!klkrr'\ Creek TrBil tlot Chocolate \yalk
Saturdat. Februan 25.2017 ni l0:0{)AM
Bring a loonie donalion for a cup of hot chocolale.
Nleet at the Inr Grafton Cage Villxgr parking area near the trail entrance.
To reach the prrking area, enter lna Grafton Cage Villagc at ,113 Linwell Road, St. Catharines.
Turn lefl rt the first left and turn left one mor€ time. Parking will bc at Iour immcdiatc right.
[-ook li)r rhe ipots along the fence. Please car pool il possible as parking ma1_ bc limitcd.
$e plan ro u .1lk rlong \\!lkcr's Creek 'l'rail to L.ke Ontario Irnd return to \Valker's Creek Park
for hot chocolite rnd good convrrsation.
'lrip Leider; Jean Hampson, 905-688-1260, bob..ictnaals",-mp{tico.ca

S\r i\ ze Ftrlh Hike
Salurdr\. \l.irch ll. l(l:00 a.m.
\leer ii !h i prrking lot for Shod Hills PP rt Roland Rd. Entrance
Br b Hishr,,.k 905-688-1260

llr\ Lr\ rr.h Open House
(;,, Li Fri,lr\. \pril I l, All dav from 9:00 a.m. to ?
\lrrr PF\ .rnd m!n\ groups at Bcamcr Conserlation Arca on Ridga Road.
BEr mE r r.i r mrjor migration ronte; erpect to see manf- species of rapfors and other birds.
\ ii u re $ !1[s. d ispla) s and other activities for the $hole famil-r-'.
(;F un,l! prrking is limiled!

I i.h€n!. \1,)ises lrnd OtherPlants ofRocl$ray and Louth C.A.'s
\rlurdr\. \pri1 21.9:30 a.m.
J I eer R Lr m r n Olsze$ ski at the Communiti building pa rking lot at the elltrance to Rocl:r} ay C.A.
onEighrh{\enuejusteastof\\'esselDriveinLincoln.AfterspendingsometimeatRocL:rIa}.rre
mi) crrpool and take the short drive 2km east to Lo th C.A. (StaffArenue) to cherk it out for
lichens ind nrosses. Bring a hand lens if)ou have one.
Romrn Olszesski 935-734-9571 romin.otfaia,cogeco.ra

Sl1ndhill \rrlle\ (Fonthill Kame) Oufing
S.rturdal. \[ai 6.8:30 a.m.
\lret Bdrb !nd )larlene at Shoppers Drug ]lart Plaza in Fonfhill to carpool to the site.
Blrrbtlrr \\esl 905-9J5-5339 Nlrrlenc Sandcrs 905-,ll:l-92J3

St. Joh n'\ C.\, \\'ildflolver Walk
Sunda\. \la\ :. 10.00 a.m.
\leet at the Consenation Area parking arcn, J101 B{rron Rd west olHollow Rd.
Jean Hampson & Bob Ilighcock 905-688-1260

f\cur.ron ro RocL Point Pro\inci l ParL
Saturd:r). \la) 13. lt:30 !.nt.
trIeet Rick \bung at Shoppers Drug M{rt Plaza in Fonthill; carpol bring lunch.
Rock Point PP ma] ha\c lludd] Turnstones and Red-Ieaded \\roodpeckers.
Ticks are a possibilit\ i dress appropriatel)..
Itick \bung 905-73{-6228 Barb $'est 905-935-5339
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Nlalcolmson Eco-Park Birding
Tuesdr], NIal l6.li:30 a.m.
Lsuallr a good sitr: for rlarhlers and other migrants. tr{eet in Nlalcolmson Eco-Pnrk parking lot off
Lakeshore Rd at \irgarr St. Don't forget \our binoculars.
Barbara \\ est 905-935-53.39

Grimsbt t-ugooni (Biggar Lagoons)
Saturdl1t. June l{-1.9:J0 a.ln.
Birding trr the h.goons. Don't forget your binocultrs anad "your 

scope,

\Ieet Rick \ oun.g !nd Carol IIon at at Vineland/QEW Tim Hortons (Parking available at carpool
lot)

lth lnnurl Ilen \liller \ature Club Butterflr Fcstival
Sundi\..lunc ll. l l:00 rm - 3:00 pm
Sre\ eni\ ille C onsen ition Aroa
:555 O Ed. F0n F.rie. ON

'Enj,r\ ing \.rturc in thc (lit-v"
:L ( lrrhrrinei. Thursda). Junc 29, 7:00 p.m.
.l,,in Lrr s alk through Jalcec Park lookiDg for resident birds. We have located Orchard Oriolc,
Grrir C rested Fltcatcherand Brol\ n l h rushcr, among o(hen in this park in past Junes. Wo will
cr,:,ii i,:, Rennie Park on thc pedcstritn bridge and see CliffS\r'allows and Barn S\1allows nesting
u nd(rnerth. Ilring some mone-r-' so \re can stop for ice-cream in Port Dalhousie.
\leet ai .Ja\ cee Park parking lot at 7:00 p.nl., 513 Onttrrio St. (Beside Robertsons Rentals)
.lcin Himpi0n 905-688-1260

Purple Sandpiper seekers (left); Centennial Gardens (right);
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CLI]B END-OF-SEASON MEETING

MONDAY, APRIL 25: Punch 6:00 PM, Dinner 6:30 PM

The Peninsula Field NatrBlists Club
A non-profit organization stlrted in 1954 with the objectives to preserve wildli{b and
protect ils habitat, to promote public interest in and a knowledge ofthe natural history
ofthe area, and to promote, encourage and cooperate with orga'izations and
individuals having similar interests and ob.iectives. Afijliated wirh ontario Natue md

P.O. Box 23031, R?O Carlton, St. Catharines, ON. L2R 7P6

Website : petrinsulafi eldnats.com

The Pcninsula N{turalist Nct}slcttcr

Pllblishedr Febrlrar\. April. C)ctober/l,lovember

Ih. I Jil.r $.l..nre\ \ritten arlicles o] an\\ork on anl nalural hislor\ topic. I'lcasc subnrit t]pcd reports
.rn paper or b) enlailto: jmpottefl)68@gmail.com Cololll pholos (ipg) accompan)ing artioles are

!\cl:oDrc. \c\\ ideas and conslructive criticism are 11elcomc. Please send submissions b\' emailto the
abo\c addrcls or n il to thc Club s oostal address.

Editor: .bhn lblter
Assistant: Nlar\ I)oller

Deadlines for submissions 2017:
Februan' 4i June 7i October 6

POTLUCK DINNERAND
EX-TREASURES SILENT AUCTION

Members with surnames A-L please bring first course;
surnames M-Z please bring salads or desserts;

Everyone bring own cutlery, cups, plates
Also, please bring ex-treasures for the Auction.

Set-up helpers please arrive at 5:30 PM

(A Photo Exhibit byffor Members may be moutrted, depending on members' itrterest)
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