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PRESIDENT'S COM\'ItrNTS
Conscr!arion and preservation in the \iag.rra ttegion hrlc pro\cn lo bii a ncler ending campaign. The
(irrlnhch in Crinrsb) and the Thunderirg uilters li,rc!1 in \iagerr 1 al:s quickl) comc to nrind. Manv
cl)nccfllc.l rciidcnts in this region havc voiced their concems and $,ilnt to see the lender liuil Iands. Noodlots
irnrl pro\in.iill\ \igniticant {,ctlands salcd tbr iilurc gcnerations.

Irarl ollhc work ln s.l,ring nnlu l cnIironrrenl arcas firr lirrurc gcncmtions is to cducatc thcm. l_o inspire i\ all
that is |eqrrired 1\ hc:r trlinll somc kids lbr i irroming hilie. I \\'as pleased wheu the Niagarn H islorical Socicr)
an.l \lrscurr rcached out to nre regarilinr a collahoratiolr bel\!ccn the l'eninsula lricld \aluralists and the
rruscL!r's slrmmer program llr childr.n, I hc pholo lhal accompanics Jcan's articlc in ihis isslre is reassuring
and I $ould not be sLrrprised thal a menrber liom this gr-oup becaire lhe ne\l (bllon l c\\ or O$en Bjo.gan.

Colton is a Clrimsbl Secondarl School StLrdcnl and hc rccci\,cd an award lionr thc Janc Coodall Institulo ol'
Clanada l_or his rrorl, wilh thc Sr\. rh. \\oodlol canlfaign. O\ren recentl) graduated liom the Universil) ol'
(;u.llh and has bccn a !lrcal spokesfcrsor lbrlhc Sa\e lhundering \\ia!ers F'oresl mo\'errlenl. O$,en has

organircd not0rc hikcs. lcd clcanups ol\\ctlands rnd crcrtecl a non-prolit orgxnizrlion call.d Biophillic \\'orld.
_Ihcrc 

arc mao) l'acers to protecting our rrarural areu! in the \iagara Region and leading a group ol-childrcn
throrLgh a \\oodlot in Niagara-on{hc-l-akc ard lakinst a cub scour trcop on an outing in ir .onsen uliUn rrua i. iL

!o.d sr\ to ialt. Kccp Lrp dre Sood uo i- inernbers ofdre PFNI

ITOCK POI\T ART]A OTJTINC

On \1a) :8. Rick \bung lcd the trip to the Rock Point area. L,nfbrtunatel)l this )ear's ouling did not includc a

!isit to the Rock Point Bird Banding Station. Mlasrer Bander Jim Smith is retiring liom b;rd band;ng, and the
Sta!ion \\ a\ olllciall) closcd a lcu dals bcldrc the natlrre club's visit to I Ialdimand Count),. The Peninsula l'icld
Naturalisti \\ould likc to thank Jim lbr allo!!ing ils mernbers to visit the Siation during previous oulings in thc
provincial park and we \\'ish him allthe besl.

Our group hiked along the sholeline and through the \,roods in the provincial park. Shorebirds observed
included Killdeer Semipalmated Sandpiper Spotted Sandpiper. and Dunlin. \Varblers viered during the outing
included Tenressee Warbler. Com lon \ellowthroat. American Redstarl. Yello\r \Varbler and Blackpoll
\\hrblcr. \\ hilc rclaxing at a picnic table. the group had great \ iews ofa limalc Rub)-rhroated I luinmingbird
silling on its nes1. 1 he afiernoon $as spenl birding spols on the Rock I'oinl area belbrc rciLnning to NiaSara. A
beautilirlda) that includcd a 1otalof53 bird spccics. planl idcniillcation. and ofcourse. ice cream. (Seethe
shore-birds photo on page 5. laler in !his issue).
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Jrian Cah ert: Ausust 8. 2016

It may come rs e !h,:.k t0 man! oflhe l'FN lo ltarn
that, on .\ugui !. :ll16. Brian Calvert dicd in his
63rd )err. F,,r rh * ,rI us rrho kner him in the PFN.
$e $ ill r(rrll him i,rJrng nalure $alk\. hringing
sahds ofhonlr-gr'sn rcgetables to dinnersj or
supplting \ eg.Itrhk \ttds liom his gardens. The
lr nlker\ of rh. PF\ $ ill also remember him leading
a pari along hi. f.r\r)urrd Louth frail.He$asa
man of\ arious inlrresls arld lalcnts. from
mnlhEmJlr(. rnd q(ulolT. lo r(icnce. lo (ampiIl9.
\\e $ill recell his herm laughtor, or his sigh "Oh,
}1ell..." abour things be:ond his control. GenerosiO
and kindneis $ere his hallmarks.

Brian rra! the eldest son ofthe late Harold and Botty
Calrert of London. Brian's siblings included
Donna. Tom. Ruth .{nn. and Peter. Brian $as also
the uncle of8 !nd grcat-unclc ol3 loungcr rclativcs.

A memorial senice $as held at I I a.m. Saturd{y on
August lf, at thr t nitarian Congrcgrtion of\iagara,
Church Street. St. Catharines, and also at :[ p.m at
UIlicanrp on thc .anrc dar. Thr attrnding
congregation included a numberof Dembcrs of PFN
and NF\(l.llong \rith frmill mcmbers, Ilrock U.
members ind \ arious Unitarians. Among others,
Romao Olsze$ski commented on Brian's activities
$ith the PF\ and the Geology Club, and the
Librarian at his favoured Library commented at his
kcen interest in hook! - {nd the Library's computer..

Sp€akers for the remaining PFN Meetings in 2016-2107

Adam Shoalts Alone Against the North: Expedition into Unknowtr LatrdscapeSept.26

October 2.1

\or ember 28

Januall 23

Februan

March

Justin Peter

Janet Rose

AlrlleYagi

Ian Smith

Rick Ludkin

ANaturalist's Rambles in India

The Importance ofcomposting (Also ourdessert right)

Topic to be deterined

Strcam Restoration

Kenya
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Nature in the City
r thb had J !r(r: n rlk ih i\ r elrr at Ja,lcoe !'trk. Not onll ttid the \\eather coopcr:rte this ycar hut

sa$someinr.r.iiin!rtildliferndmetup\\itlsomegoodiriends.Weallmetatlheparkilgarca
and rralked :r1, n! r.. s rler u ntil r}e reached the pedestnan bridge that \r'ould tike us to Ilcnc Park.

We had \onri :ftr I L ,,,k. 11 B:rltinorc Orioles , Song Splrro$s trnd Eastern Kingbird, to name a ltli'
Thennecrotiedth.L,ridgtforfabulousriervsof(lliffandBarnS\j|nllolrsastheyh,$kedirsectsoutof
the air to f..d r h.r r \,,u ng. The bridge is lrn ideirl nesling spot for thcm rs it is the t\ Pc of structuro the\
prefer and r1,,.( in p F:,\rnit\ to Ii afer llrd mud \r hich the! use to build iheir nests. Thal is, in a normlrl

summcrrher!i.u.urlhmud.but$ilholrrhotdnsummcrthcirbuildingmtterinll}asinshortsuppl]'
This ii \\ her! , u r g,, nl friend. Pttll Sumnrcrskill comes in. Ile met uP \tith us iust as lrc croised thc

bridge rnd r,,l,l u! Ihdl ht daih todc his bikc from his Port Dalhousic honle lYith ' hflckot ol \rtter to

pollr o! lh( gF]un d t(, creltc :r puddlt fbr the srallrrrs. ,\ good flicnd iodeed: \4t }}erc feeling greit
{l}rr thi! ir,,n. .tnd s rtching a tommon tel.n fccd her t}]o tluff} chicls. spr ing a bearcr s}i inlnling in

\lrnind.1le polld and of coursc tllcr *e all had ()ur ice cream cones. Br Jenn Hnnqsot

Glenridge Quarry Natur.rlization Sitc Spring Outing

\frer eni,)\ins u fall hike in 2015. the Peninsnli Iield Naturalists revisited the Clenridge

\xturalization Sitc this plsf spring on Sahrdar_ June {.

Bloonrs ob\en ed during the outing includcd Smooth Ill:rtkher{ ! Black Locdst. SwaDp Rose and thc
in\!si\r Lrrh \purgr. \\e sr$ and htxrd i total of3{ hird species. Highlights includttl Willo$
Fl] cttlchcr. t nitern Kingbird. \\'arbli$g virto. Red-eyed Vireo. \yood Thrush, Conrmon Yellorthrort.
) elloir \\ u rhler. Indigo Bnnling and Baltimore Oriolo. A ,t ariet) of cohur in that lisi.

Spring rnd firll colou rs irr tlna) s abundlrni at the lbrnlcr qtarry so tho l'll\i will be tisiting the sitc

lrgain thi\ 1'rlL 3. Eab Highcock

Jaycee Park & Glenridge Quarry

Canada's "National Bird" Contest

Th€ cont€stants Ior the National Bird Cont€st hnve been reduced to these fwe:
Comnon Looni Sno*T Owli Gray Jnyi Canrda Goo.aei Black'{apped Chickad€e.

Which oDe would YOU choooe?

The fin,l selectiotr will be printed in the Canadian Geogrrphic Magazine, Deccmber 2016 issu€. UDtil ther, keep vour
thinking-caps otr!
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Picnic 2016

I'he wcather on June 15. 2016, wavercd between 'ver\ \\,arnf and

'just plain HO I '- but not too hol to dissuade the I't \ liom
holding thcir annual summer picnic.'lhe vcnuc this \ear uas
Nlerritt Island t'ark in \\'elland. to give l)on and Suc lvlinchin a

respite liom their scvclal years ofhosling this cvcnt- Considering
thc weather. the 20 atlending picnicers \\'ere iodunalc 1() have the

Park Parilion lir lunchlime.
I-or those rvho hare never been to this Park. it is basically a spit
ol'land in \\tlland. nestled bel\,ccn ihe \!'elland River and the

\\tlland Canal. \\'hcn the Canal was constructed in \\ielland.
nearl) a hundrcd )ears ago. a large emount olearth had 1() be

removed liom thc canal basin. This earth $,as pilcd on the spil
and then $ irs planrcd \\ ith a rariety ollrees and shrubs. adding to
thc natural planls along the shorc ofthe \\tlland Iliver. lhc rcsult
is that nou a pared trail caps thc top ofthe spi1. and lo\\er do\n
a walking lrail lbllo\\s the \\ielland Itiver- fhis $alking trail has

. j- an interesting mix ofnative and domestic trees and plants,

including numerous Catalpas, and the ubiquitous Phragmites and Poison-ivy. [n some places neax the river,
onc can see.r3ndif{ Irees \\hich have been partiall} che*ed b)'beavers

ins'.

Aft.r dcpLr:iliir! rhe ll\-in5' lbr the lunch in the covered pa!ilion. many oflhe 20 attending membcrs

lillo\\.d Prc.idenr Bob along rhe shaded walking lrail, checking oul the rildlife. Bird species seen included

Nofihcrn L ardinal (male leeding young). Clommon Grackles (Iccding young). Black-capped Chickadee,

Do\!ny \\o,rdpccker. r-orthern Flicker, Cray Catbird. Mallard (fbmale \\ ilh )oung), American Robin, Bro\!n-
headed ( o\\ bird ind Cedar WaxwiDg. A highlight ofthe rvalk was lhe discolcr) ofa famil) ofBeasels. w ith

lVlama leading l batch of :l juveniles trailing along. all ofthern trling to be inconspicuous - unsuccessfirll).

l he lunch undcr lhe pavilion included a variet\ of sandwiches. several cold salads and !eggies. colile.
bollled \\alcr and other fluid drinks - nrore than cnough to fied lhe hungr) gftiup- Thanks to Roman lor
arrangifc rhe usc ofthe Pavilion and for direclions 1() Nicritt Island Park. and 10 thosc who provide the'fi\-
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On 1usr.!. ! -. l:iinsula Field Naturalisls (Carol. Rick, and Jean) had thc pleasure oflcading a hike lbr

The l..iJ' t ..:::: -. ::. ul tionr the \ iegara Ilistorical Societ) dnd \'{useum. The aim $ as to introduce the

childrcn i.: :: .-. .,.i rird-\\atching in their neighbollrhood. Wc loured the Commons and Paradise GroYc in

Niagara- : .::-1."e lhirlccnchildren(11girls.2bo\s)accompaniedCarol.Rickandlass'eobservcd
_lurL.\ \'! ii:::j. , R.d'tailed Hawk. and an Easlern \bod_Pe$ec- I don't kno\r' il\re have crealcd an)

birder:. l.u: I ::.::i le gx\c them some intcresting slorics to tell.

"West.End of Lake Ontario" Water Bird Count
As some ol']ou are auare. the PFN assist as carclakers fbr the Niagara River (lorridor Imponanl Bird Area

(lBA). \Ve $ ill bc requesting Jour assistance * ilh the Gull Census laler this ) ear' lirr no\". Amanda Bichel
(Ontario IBA Coordinator al Bird Stttdies Canada) is seeking help to count *uterbirds, \l ith counls laking

place once a montll liom October !o April- Ifsonle Pl'N members could help Bird Sludies Canada $ ith this

i,rpnnunr ..,rnt lbr ihc \\ist Lnd ofLake Ontario IBA. please sec Pres Bob fbr a copl ofthe iniorlnation

document cxplaining all )ou need to know 10 assisL Amanda- As .^matlda said: "lt's lun: !ou love $atcrtbwll

and the llird Biodirelsitl Area dalabasc nccds )our input."
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Sa\e the Woodlot. Save the Greenbelt

Orer . .. .:- ^ -.r PF\ nlcmbers ma) remembcr Bruce Mackenzie liom Grimsby, and his

.un,., . , :': ::. i.'nre ollhe Cirimsb) aulllorilies fiom clear-cutliig an old-growth *oodlot

!all.: _: :_ ! -.\. - localed on the Creenbelt bclow the NiaSara Escarpmenl and southof

th.(-:.'..:':::::ri.Bruce\!asapprehcnsileatroutthepossibililyofane\|slreetbeingbuilt
lir- .- . ::_.\hichhassonlcraretrecspecies.someover200)earsold Thus tar'the

I i :: . :t;r Jtttroled.

Ir:r:: - -.:: Oflario's tlrsl draft oflhc Creenbclt Plan" thc lender liuit landsinlhe
(,::: ^.' : - , - r:.bl belo* the Escarpment *ere lo sla) as the) \'rerc back in 2005 Howcver,

ii::. -:: --::rhtiuthoritiesarelobbyinglhcProvincctoopenthcGrimsbt'ireenbcltfor
.r. :::__j-: Tir !riih Crore Woodlol is in lhe Crccnbelt. I lthe land around the Woodld is

::: :: : ::r: .r:01.nt. then the Woodlor's irlrrrc is at risk.

l::: - l:rruar') 2015. the Province produced lilur gro\lh plans - The Cro\\'th I'}lan ibrthe

a':.::: L : :i'r Horseshoel l'he Greenbclt Plan: l-hc Oak Ridgcs lvorainc Conservalion Plan:

._.i : \ .-rr3 Escarpmcnt Plan. l hcse plans were made available for commenl b)
.:-,, j_: ::_. . :he public- Indigenous communilies. and en Advisor) Panelchaircd b) DaYid

! - . r : : r: ga\crnment is no$ trboul to proposc changcs to the loLlr plans'

S. _ r .:r: Pn,\ ince's considerations (changes) ere:

E\:-r.::..r'thcCreerrbcltoutsideoitheGreaterTorontoandllamihonarea\!hcreimportant
\\ siir rai.rLlrac! are under pressure liom urban gro[lh:
oL,tj Iirj re.hniral inlbrmarion liom municipalilies. conservalion authorilics, and lando\lners in

thc Gi:.rrer Trronlo and IIamillon area to detcrmine ilrcllnements (de!elopmcnt?) tolhc
Crerfir I \\ ill be required:
Supponirg inrplementation thrcugh documents and the nmpping olnatural heritage and

a-!ri.ullurrl i) slems outside thc Creenbell.

I he con.ern of Bruce and other Grimsb) citi/cns is thal illhc Creenbell is openil io

de\el'rpmen!. and the population ofCrimsb) increases. possibll doubling. lhe Irish Crove

\\ oollloi mai bc opened l-or road and housingrcommercial pLlrposes. Brucc accepts that a CO

Train Stxtion can be located on thc edge ol lhe Greenbclt. but thal does no1 necd a rotrd to be

built throu-!h the lrish Crove Woodlot He cnvisions ralher tha! lrails could bc deleloped to

allo\ lir recreation and enjolment ofnatural areas and rural landscapcs.

\\hat all this means is: The public can makc commenls about the Province's plans. up to

October Sl.1016. As is tlpicalwith govcrnmenl. thc public havc to follow certain rulcs to tell

thc Pro\lncc $hat the) like or don't like about lhe plans.

Bruce and tiiends ha',c printed "postage-paid" postcards \rith a "Sa\e thc Greenbclt" message

$hich can be senl (o the Creenbclt Revie$'Otice. He esks )our help to send thesc cards and

"Salc The \\oodlot". so that the Ontario Covernment knows thal lhc public want the Grecnbelt

to sta) as it is in Crim!b)' bclo\{ the l]scarpnlenl.

I o obtain one (or more) of Bruce's postcards. ask President Bob - therc is half a rnonth still to

send the Ontario Goverllmcnt a l'Ilessage
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l6 Fall Outings

Glenridge Qurrn \ .:rurr lizatii-rn Site
Saturda). October 15. l:00 p.m.
Meel at the parking area for the site on St. David's Road (Regional Rd. 71)
Leaders: Bob Highcock, Jean Hampson, (905-688-1260)

NIud Lekc Cnnr.n ation Area
Sundar. October 2.1.9:00 a,m.
Meet at Elm St. entrance to Conservation Arca
Leaders: Bob Highcock,.lean Hampson (905-688-1260)

(lertennial filrdcns
Sundal. \o\ e mber 6, 9:00 a.m.
Meet at the parking area at 321 Oakdale Ayenue, St. Catharines
Leaders: Jean Hampson, Bob Highcock (905-6U8-1260)

In Scarch ofthe Purple Sandpiper
Sundar. \or em ber 13, 8:30 a,m. to ?
Meet al the ) ello$ gate at the end of Sea}la"v Haulage Road
Leader: John Black (905-68:l-0143)

Christmas and Winter Bird Counts

St. Catharines (PFN) Christmas Bird Count: December 18, 2016

Contact Bob Highcock (905-688-1260) re birding;

After-Birding Roundup at North Pelham Youth Center - call Mary/John Potter (905-
892-2566)

Counts by Other Clubs and Organizations

Niagara Falls (NFNC) Christmas Bird Count: December 27, 2016

Port Colborne-Buffalo (BMNC) Christmas Bird Count; D€cember 31, 2016

Lake Ontario Mid-Winter Waterfowl Inventory (Duck Count): January 8, 2017

Peach Tree Christmas Bird Count: Jan\ary 2,2017 (B.Mackenzie 905-973-4869)
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Remember:

The PeninsuLa Field Naturalists CIub is a yoluntary organization, and is managed by
members who give their time, talents, and knowledge for the benefit of the members as

well as for the benefit of the community at large.

Our members apply their knowledge, lheir talents, and their enthusiasm to proyide
interesting and factual iDformation to the Clutr members, and to the community.

Every member ofthe Club, whether a member-at-large or a member ofthe Board, has a
talent for activity such as leading a walk, identiffing a livitrg creature, or a capacity for

organiz2tio4 and every member can assist the Club by offering their talent(s),

In the monthly meeting in Noyember, besides enjoying pre-Christmas goodies, we have
the Electiol of our Board, a group of memb€rs who donate their time and abilities to

keep the CIub active and interesting. Ifyou would be interested and willing to help the
CIub itr its efforts, please consider speaking to any Board member and offering your

time - you will be glad you did!

The Peninsula Field \rturalists Ctub
A non-profit organjatlon sta ed in 19-i4 with rhe objecrivcs to preserve Bildtiti and
prole.t its habitdt. to promole public nrteren in dnd a kjroBted{e ofthe naLurat hisron
." rll(dc.. ino op."-'"re. e1\..., d,(d.d..,1w.dd.. r h o,:djilJior.ir.d
indi!kluals having sinrjlar inlerens and objectt!es. Afl,lliared lvirh Ontdrio \ature and

P.O. Box 21031, RPO Carlton. St. Catharincs. ON. L2R7p6

Website : peninsuhfi eldnats.com

The Petrinsula Natumlisl Nerasletter

Published. February April, October,November

The Lditor \\elcomes r\rillcn arlicles or arl*ork on anl natural
history tc,pic. Please submit t)ped repons on paper or b! cm4il to:

jlnpotter{168''d gmail.com ColoL[ photos (ipg) accompan] ing
rn . lr. .r( \(tco nc. \<\\ .Jc:r. a|J (onnr r(ri\( crit:. i.rn.1r(

welcome. PIcase send sLrbnissions b) email lo the above addressor
mail Io the CIub s postal addrcss.

Editort lohn Potler
Assistant: -Mar) Potrer

Dcadlines for submissions 2017:
Februtryl; April l; Oclobcr 7
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