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Presidetrt's Observations

Since my last message. I participated in quile a le\\
activities related to nature and involving the PFN.

There were the trips to Long Point and Rock Poinl
which I would like to repeal ne\t year. There \\as a

Short Hills rvildflo$er \\alk. and a nature hike
through St. John's Conserlation r\rea \ith cub

scouts turned out to be \\orrh\\hile tbr all. I tras put
to the te$ during the long \1eekend in Va\'and
searched fol as man) bird species as I could find for
the Baillie Birdarhon. There *ere the annual BoS
counts and Jean and I as \\ell as f'ello$ PFN

mernbe-, ds.i.ted \ irh John Bldc\ . bi-d migrdt.or
study. Results for 2014 are in and the link can be

found on our \rebsire- Speaking ofthe $ebsite. I'm
working *,ith Adrian Lawler to update the Gallery.
Look for new images to be added soon. I've been

updating the PFN Facebook page with inieresting
material and PFN-relaled outings.

It was a beautiful day lor the annuai picnic at the
Minchids property. ln early September, I attended

the lrish Crove \lbodlot Open House to view the
threatened Carolinian ecosystem in Grimsby. We

had Bruce Mackenzie speak to the PFN about this
r\ood.ol al ou- qepre'nbcr rneeling dnd an ou.ing i.
planned for October I8. When we find out the date

for the Public lnlonnation Center regarding the
Idsh prope(y, we'll let PFN members know.
Representing the PFN at the Bed Miller Nature
Club Butterfly Festival on September 20 was a
pleasure for Jean and L Many thanks io Janet

Damude lor filling in at the booth so we could
obseNe the release oftagged Monarch butterilies.
The annual evenl was lun for aduks and kids alike.
and I look lorward to pafticipating in it next year.

On Saturday October 6, Jean and I aflended the

Onta.io Nature fall 2014 Regional Meeting hosted

by Nature's Calling Environmental Education. A
beneticial event to share and exchange inlotmation
$ ith leilow naturalists.

\\t have additional outings planned for the falland
I hope to see you on one ofthem becallse when you

are driving dolvn a road while birding oa you're

hiking along a nature trail, you never know what
you'll find. by Bob

Photo by Jean Hampson

P2 - Contrails; Speakers Program
P3 - Welland Cub Scouts walk
P4 - ldsh Crove; Falloutings
P5/6 - Bob's Baillie Birdathon
P6 - PFN Picnic; St. Cath. Xmas Bird Count
P7 - Pelee Island
P8 - Photo-page
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FALL COLOLT-i $D CO\TR1jLS : AS SEEN BY Paul Summerskill

I looked at the skl C.i. rii ':- : . .: --i:r 3 remole lake in Algonquin Park to observe end less conden sation

trails created b) jer i:.-:-:=, i:. -_- ::r..i.g lishls olcommercial aircraft slowly moved across the sky, then

faded in the distancr :j _-_e',. .L{ .3: :r\'en contrails behind them.

At home, I \\ent Io F-:-::-.:i--li--:..n t-n mr computer to see \!hat aircraft may be using the airspace over the

park. Through the ii:.::r.: , al\:.-\ ired that the number ofcommercial aircraft over Algonquin Park at that

moment wasonl] il:.** .: ie lr-!-ar]l.] ro -16-000 commercial flights around the globe in the air at any given time.

There are an ar era5::: lS-<,:_ ...nmercial flighls over the United States per day, which does not include a toial

of59,,100 pri\ are- mil::i.. i\i aircaft and 2.000 cargo airplane flights. The average number ofpeople

travelling b} air .rr er t: L:riied Sutes in an) given hour is 6 1 ,000. Every day thousands of cortmerc ial fl ights

from various pans oii:r. \r-'rid use Canadian airspace when travelling within, to and From North America'

Similar statislics can be :l.lxrd ior Europe- China, Japan, the Near and Far East, Alrica and South America-

A 747 is a $ ide-bqlioj crmmercial airliret known as ajumbojet, that carries 416 passengeas and uses one

gallon of iuel per second ar iali.off. ,{ 7,17 uses between 20,000 and 3 0.000 pounds of fuel per hour ol flighl or

5,000 gallons offuel per h!1ur. \ 7-17 making an eighi hour flighl requires 30.000 pounds offuel lor takeoffand

cruising, \\ hich is l+.600 gallons ofaircraft fuel. Air travel is increasing by 50% per year Cargo lransportation

by air is increasing b] ;c o per ) ear Today the Airbus 3 8 0 can carry 8 5 3 economy class passengers'

After camping in \lgonquin Park. $e drove home ;n our car which. as ofAugust 15, 2011, was only one car of
the one billion cars no\\ in lhe \\orld. Air and ground transportation and all the other uses ofcrude oil require 3

billion, five hundred and se\en.) million (3,570,000,000) gallons every day. Americans consume 400 million
gallons ofgasoline on an a\erage da)'.

ln 20 1 2, for rhe firn tim e in history over 60 million passenger cars were produced with in a s ingle yeat One

hundred and si\D-fi\ e thousand ( 165,000) new cars are produced evely day, not including lightcommercial

vehicles. hea\'] trucks- buses and minivans. China and the growing economies oflndia and Brazil are leading

the world in demands for cars. Beijing alone now adds nearly I ,500 ca$ to its rcads every day.

Contrails o!er Algonquin Park together with other contrails are weaving a globai blanket ofatmospheric
insulation. \hile motor vehicles produce more air pollution than any oiher single human activity.

Enjoy the fiesh air while there is still some around!

Speakcrs Program 201,1

\'{olda1. Ociobcr 27
.lohn Bl:rck / Marcie Jacklin

Topicr Birding No|thern Perr

\londa]. \ovembcr 2,1

l'arl O'I{ara
'I-opic: Nlalker Iiee:;

(Also our l)esscrt Night)

Reminder: PFN meets on the 4!b Monday of each month, not always the !e!l! Monday!
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This spring the PF\ (-. --:i-:i--.: .] S.ouI Leader JeffHetheringlon lrom the gth Wtllznd Cub Scouts with a

requeit foia guideti L:{-' .: : _r::-. 3-..e- So on Ma) I0- Bob Highcock, Jean Hampson and Janet Damude met

wi;h 8 Cubs tnd j L..i<.= = :e r.iing loi of 51. John's Conservation Area for an aftemoon hike. The putpose

ofthe walk u as ro ini.gjc3:e Ci:s lo fie sights. soLinds and smells ofnature.

Janet introduced th.:ri :a -je ]r-l.i:3roma ofskunk Cabbage as the group started the hike towards the St

John's Ridge Trail - a -_=:::-- E. Presidena olthe PFN had never experienced before either Trillium and

Trout Lilyirere in lhs--- =: \1.]-Apple \\as pres€nt. ln the area ofthe spring-fed pond we found ftogs, small

fish, and all the bols naf, f, g,\d \ ie\r oIa garter-snake.

As the group nari.ii d.te..im_b up rhe ridge. the songs and calls ofa variety ofbirds could he heard. The cubs

*... t.iated to 1,,. F.t=ii--m :ong ofa Field Sparrow and, looking down the slope at ihe top ofthe trail' we

discovered a small p.\i.i (.i\\atlers. Magnolia- Chestnut-sided, Black-throated Green and Hooded Warblers

flitted in and our oi'r ier*-."r &e e\citement ofall- Other birds observed included Tufted Titmouse, Black-

capped Chickadee. \larlhem Cardinal. Dark-eyed Junco and Blue Jays

We began the des.etu iio\n &e ridge into the swampy area. At the boftom' everyone was fascinated by the

antics;fa pair ofG.a) caibirds. The sight ofa rcsplendent male oriole impressed scout Leadel Jeffas it was a

lifer bird for him.

Ihe group completed the rail \\ith only a few grumbles about time spent away lrom video games'

The trip ;\'as concluded b) Scout Leader Jeffpresenting merit badges to the qualified participanis The PFN

receiv;d cenificates ofappreciaiion for supporting youth The aftemoon was enjoyed by PFN and Scouts alike'

: $ irh rhr 9rh \\elland Cub Scouts

October201,l

Phota br Jean l:ldnpson - Jdnet Danlde at bdckntidLlLe. Bob at Back right
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Irish Grove Woodlot

! pr6ented b) Bruce Mackenzie)

A century-old $!*il,': :. _:: ::=:: --: e \iasam lo\\n is. by no\i'. a rather rare sight - and even more rare to have

been stewarded b1 t3 i:. :,::: i :.'. iiat aenul Ho\rever, this is the case with the Irish Crove Woodlot in

Grimsbl lhere il:.:: :.::::::ii:e- l.'maintain the forested prope ywhich his grandfather stafied to work in

r915.

Bruce Mackenzie.3 P1<-P:*-i,ienr .riihe Hamilton Nature club, discussed the situation which noN is facing

Mr lrish and his l:-2:t xN\illal ailhe PFN September22 meeting. The propefty' at 38 Hunter Road in

Grimsb),, is fie larse.- i\.\\il.-r in Grimsb) below the Niagara Escarpment. Curl.ently' the Region ofNiaga'a is

canying out a;r Eniircrr:ier.l {ssessment. the poinl ofwhich is to consider a proposed extension ofRegional

Roud #-512. Li, in-.s.- .A.r::ri:e- shich *ould extend the road from Casablanca Aven0e to oakes Road This

extension *ould cut rigr.:t -,irr.rush ihe heart ofthe Irish Grove woodlot, threalening its continued existence.

Bruce acknoBledged rhar aboui l decades ago, the town expropriated land to include a road right-of-way and

installed a small drainage pipe. \o other rvork had been done by the town. lvleanwhile the Irish family have

managed the tbresl ie;r .learing the u'oodlot. The tree species incl,de White Pine, Shagbark Hickory, Red

Oak, ind Burr Oali. some ha\ing been estimated as being over 250 years old. The pines in parricuiar sland out

because ofrheir height. This .*oodlor is considered as typical ofthe area's original carolinian forest.

Curiousll: the Region r.i\iagara,s official Plan recognizes this woodlot as an Environmental conservation

area (Significant \\oodland). rvhich thus acknowledges it as an imporiant part ofthe natuml landscape of
Niagara.-Also. \{r. Irish queslions why the Region would spend money on a study ofthe propelty, and a

posiible road $hich appears !o be unnecessary, as it would lead into areas outside the Town's Urban Boundary.

ln the discussion ofrhe issue. it was stated that the Region olNiagara would be holding a Public lnformation

Center (PIC) some time in the fa1l, where rhe public can leam more about what is being proposed and make

comments about the En\ ironmental Assessment on the proposed road extension. The Peninsula Field Naturalists

club intends to inform our members when and where the PIC is to take place. Also, a tour ofthe irish Grove

\tbodlot b) the PF\ *ill take place on Saturday, October I8 - participants should meet at 9i:10 a'm' at the Tim

Hofions at Vineland to arrange car-pooling for the trip to 38 Hunter Road, Grimsby.

l'FN Fall 0rtings

\o!emher 2 (Sundi\ ):

l\tud Like Con\er\ irlion Arc:r Outiog
9:00 a.m. Strnd|lrd IinIe rIimc.hlI!ges this *i:ekend)
)Icct at Elnl Sr. F.ntr.ncr 1., Con!tr\rlioD Al-ea

Leaders: llob Hishcr)ck..let1n f l!nrp\olr (905-6Ell-12(r0)

\ovembcr 9 (S nda\ ):

In Seirch of tht Purple Srndpiper
8:J0 x.m. to ?

l,eadtr: .lohn Black (905 681-0113)
I-ocrtion: Enst Spil of $elltrnd ('.rnal. Port Wtller
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Baillie Birdathon Report - br Bob Highcock

/ this past spr;ng. I A.--:ie: :i !e-i:lF.e in Bird Studies Canada's Baillie Birdathon The next step was to pick a

day in May io go birdL-: ::L '=.:: .s man) specjes as possible in a 24-hour period. Sunday May 18 was the day.

Stopping at man) sEtii. i=:- ::? \{3} Buffalo Omithological Society count seemed Iikely to produce the

result I was looking :ii.

After meeting Johr B,=i. 
=r-ri 

!n \iagara-on-lhe-Lake, we all headed over to the Paflnalat Settling Ponds to

ofiicially start m] Bi:.=i.':'i:: -:lj a.m. \\hterforvl observed included Canada Goose, Mallard and Hooded

Merganser \fan) S;\_-i'i lnJp:pers $ere found along the edges ofthe ponds. Wliie scanning the brush and

fieldi south offie n::s- I :r.\er \onhem Hanier, Rock Pigeon, willow Flycatcher, Eastern Kingbird.

Common YelloNrLr.-.1 \.i]..\\ \\arbler. Savannah Sparrow, Song Sparro% Red-winged Blackbird. Common

Grackle and Amei.-an G.-:itinch- There rvas one more species here. John Black alefied our group to a song ofa
bird I had not heard -iirg tel'...e and had not seen in Ontario since 2009. It was an Orchard Oriole! A nice

additionl \\'e leli rhe N.1r& \\ ith 16 species ticked. The next planned stop was the Port Weller West Pier.

Ships mo!ing drouli *e \\eiland Canal have delayed us during previous bird counts hut this time it was

welcomed. \\hil. $airilg lor a barge to pass thlough Lock 1, we all had great looks at Barn Swallows and Cliff
Swallo$,s fll ing back and lbnh over the water near the Seawa) weir I was not sure I would find Cliff Swallow.

Since the replacemenr ..il]1e bridge in chippawa, Jean and I have not found this species while assisting with the

BoS Count. These Cliff S\\allows were nesting in the windows ofthe Seaway Building adjacent to the lock.

Once in Pon \\eller .rur gloup split. Philip Downeyjoined Jean and I on the west pier whiie John Black and

Paula Clark sear.heJ 1_.r b;rds in Malcolmson Eco-Park. Not only was it the BOS Count' it was the scheduled

day 1-or Jean and I io c..unt migrants for John Black's Port Weller West Bird Migration Study Before

commencing ihe P\\ \\ Counl Creat Egrets were observed perched in the willows near the canal \Valking from

the Coast Guard Slat:on to lhe end ofthe pier, I added Black-crowned Night Fleron, Killdeer, Common Tem,

Mouming Do\e- Red-bellied Wbodpecker, Nofthem Flicker, Great Crested Flycalchet Warbling Vireo, Tree

Swallorv, Black-tapped Chickadee. House Wren, Carolina Wren, American Robin. Grey Catbird, Brown

Thrasher. American Redstart. Northern Parul4 Magnolia warbler. Bay-breasied warbler, Blackburnian warbler,

Chestnut-sided \\ arbler- \'ello*-rumped Warblet Baltimore Oriole and House Finch

Retuming to the Coast Cuard Station, species were counted ficr the May BOS Count. Observations for the

Birdathon Iist included Double-crested Cormoranl, Ring-billed Gulis, Herdng Gull, Downy \Voodpecker, Blue

Jay, European Starling- Cedar Waxwing. Nothern Cardinal and Brown-headed Cowbird.

With 52 spec;es iallied shor1l) belore 10:00 a.m., it was time for our group to split. Jean and I headed licr our

assigned area Bithin John Black's section \rhile ihe rest continued the colLnt on th,3 East Pier. A quick stop on

Jones Beach in Port \\eller East added House Finch to the day's list and a Redla;led Hawk was observed while

traveling south to a planned stop near the new Outler Mall. I was looking to lick a Great Horned Owl sitting on

a nest in the woods \\est ofHomer Road. The road was open but tramc pylons were placed along the side ofthe
road to prevent parking b)' people heading lo the newly opened Outlet Mall. Our parked car atlracted the

attention ofan NRP Ofiicer He \\ as inquisitive, pleasant and shared a story ofa mounted Greai Florned Owl he

owned. Unfortunately, through too man) leaves. 1\,e could not spot the owl we had observed earlier in the year

but ticked aNorthem Mockingbird perched in the blush behind us. On to Lyon's Creek Road in Niagara Falls.

Another missl The nesting Osprey observed during the Spring BOS Count in April were not lound but Rexinger

Road produced Eastem Towhee, Chipping Sparow and Rose-breasted Grosbeak. In Chippawa, American Ctow

was observed.
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,hileexploringDui:-.:1i-.-.i=:_IhareaabovetheFalls,CommonMerganser,Red-breastedMerganser
andNorthemR-ougi-o-j3:S(:]:\rrerespotted.Itrlasnowtheaftemoonandwhilestoppedforlunchon
the Chippawa Parirr:;' :1.-: :: =: \\elland River- I observed Creat Blue Heron, Belted Kingfisher and While-

breasted Nuthatch. Sel ir; -: Ci::F\\a- \\e visited the feeders on Peter Slreet but the seed leeders had no

visiting birds. The'*:==:l=:ra :-=Jer across the street attracted a Ruby-throated Hummingbird though'

Species nLrmber 66.

We continued our E:\ 3 i :,_.rri urban \iagara Falls and searched for Chimney Swifts in the downtown area'

Noneweresighle,:Ibi,ir-ie1\u:rure..asaddedtothelist.ThereareafewspotsalongtheNiagaraParkway
that we check-du.,n5 re BOi Ccunts and ar the Niagara Parks Botanical Cardens we observed Wild Turkey

and Eastem Bluebi.;- H."ihg io\\ ards Queenston Heights, we were on the nolthern edge ofout count area and

there was a species I \3s hooing ro find belore stopping at Firemen's Park The Loc-ust Grove Picnic Area on

the Parks a) is kn.... r: tor Biaca v u lture sighiings and was have v iewed a variety of passerines whi Ie there as

well. It \,!as oursi,l. ..i..ij 3.eas bur lhe quick stop added Eastem Phoebe, swainson's Thrush. Indigo Bunting

and an excellenr \ i.\ ..in] Erger species - closest v;ew ofBlack vultute everl Hiking through Firemen's Park

for an hour adde.l EL.:3rn \\ .\<l-PeNee. Least Flycatcher, Red-eyed vireo. Flermit Thrush. wood Thrush. and

Fjeld S parror\ - \ ni.e ..li..rion for the B irdathon Species observed now stood at 79 '

Shortly after 1:00 p.m,- \\e tlnished our BoS Count with a Purple Maitin obseNation lean and I retumed home

for a dinner breali bet_ore heading out to a few spots before the sun set for the day l spotted a Chimney Swift

flying overhead $hile.randing in my backyard. Anoth.'r target species tici(ed! Refreshed from a hearty dinner'

Jean-and t headed t.. seji St.aatharinesto find some gmssland species. In the fields soulh ofthe new hospital.

we found Homed Larti and Bobolink. The sun was setting fast and there was one mofe species I was confident

in adding to the liit, \\ e h*ded up lo Thorold and found the resident Mute Swar sitting on Lake Gibson'

A looO ia1 o.reral: I obsen,ed a total of 84 species and raised over g350 for_bird conservation. I would 1ike to

tha:nk all ttrat sponsored me and ofler thanks to Jean. John, Philip and Paula for assisting me during the

Birdathon- I'll io it again ne\t vear so I'd besl stad planning now if I want to tally 100+ species'

(\oIer Ph In !i Bob's Bailic Bird.lthon. nnt! PF\ Picnic Photos 3t Nlinchin's ire on Pige 8)

PFN 20,4 Picnic

Saturalay June 7 turDed out to bo a beauaifaal di-t for the alnutl P[]i picnic' SLnny skies welcomed

rnenber; as ihe]. arril ed rt Don and sue:ulnchir's farm near the Niagaaa EscrrI$ent. A (;reat-arcsted

Flycatcher *'as calling fmm the rroods, Pnrplc Mafi:ns $cre bus"v lecding their young ald a st,rarm of
hone.'- bees were sel to lealc ofle of thc hiits that a b€ekccpcr left on the p'opert)'

Bcfore igniling the barbetue. Don l'finchin tcd the grorp olr a sliart hike around tht |rroperty' N'5i:ng

bores xere ociup:ed oith Tree slralltJ*s 4nd Black-upped Chicladll-ls but lhe Eastett tllueb:rd yourg

had fledged and onlt a single bird was found near thc pond. Dotr did an 
'rcellent 

jol' ot moving burgors

from rhe-gri1 ro the plales;trd tho Pen:nsula Ficld Nllur"nli3!s truly approciate ttre Minchins lbr hosting

thepiuric.ttisttistospitali6'as*el|asDon,sl0yearsasTreasurerofthePlNth,th:ldhimlecdvea

'olu:rteer 
recogrition aivard from the Cifr ol St. Catluriles on Ap l 15, this year Cofigrarulations,

Don! The recognilion is $ell desen'edl

Thc St. Catharines Christmas Birtl (lount and Roundup is scheduled lbr Sundal',

December l'l'
Birders - Cont:rtt }larcit.l.rcklin 9{i5-811-257i

Roundup site: North Pelhxm \buth (lcnier, lTlli \'hpl'r Streeti Fcn$ il:L

To assist ttt the Roundup. call \'Iary/John l')otler 905-892-2566
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Pilee lrhnd? l'll Be Chiggeredl bt.l Porrtrt

In mid-Jul)' N4ar\ ar.r :.- r:i ::.: -: P.l.e Island. partl) becausewchad never been lhcre and partl)

because $e ha{:ln-t lei::'- - :.: :- ::. .i.enrh..\ brochure from the Nature Conservancy ofCanada also

stirrulatedourirlter.:::-:r:,.::::..:-";..frhescenicareasolthelsland'mentioningalvarsandoddtrees
like Bllre,,\sh Llnd IL::. .. - ' : i:rl

OurcampgrounJ.:-.:_:,':::::::.r'h,rre.\\asontheoppositesidcofthelslandfrom\\herethcierryliom
I-carringlcin di;k:: l: . .' ::-tt!lr lcarnedlhale)an)$hereonthelsland\\'asnomorethanahall:
hour'stlrire: hr[...._:- .: -.\:.ed50 kph; and c) everyone would rvalc a hand ir grccting while

dri,'ing. Ir'sthcr. -j : ::'-:-\.rnd liiendll place.

\\t liund e qui.: :_ - .- -- ::r .rmpiilc. put up our tent and din;nglent (\"hich $e had not donc in years) and

planncd shere r: i\ _ _: i. .'i . Je\cloped propertics owned b)- thc Nature Conscrvanc)' Onlario Nature.

and E\!c\ Re,r.- a .-:.,::::lulhorillsoundedintcresling.sowe*cntbroNsingthere.Thepropcrties\!erc
gugeous.\\ll. l-:-._.- ?.: (131. \\ild Bergamol, Cray{leaded (hncflorver. and cvcn a f'er" surprises like

Pitc,hrrphnt :n; 3 i---_:-..: .r;rJ \\e lound lhe alvars that were menlioncd in sonle publicity parnphlcls. I did

mr beit to sp,:,:._.:.. : .r': a\ir-presanl Poison-lvy.

In our camfr::r :r:: :..: ':.t lilll da) ofprowling. I noliced a number ofred spots thal l\'erc extremel) itch) on

m) leet af,l r:r[ :i ..: :::: i me. I b]amed these on mosquiloes. although !heJ'scemed a bit more harsh than the

usual skeerlrlrL. ii. ::: :r:rt nrominq. I u'as scratching man) spots and \Yondering \\helher poison-iv) had

e\ er belnrc.hirai .:::.ri Iin.

On our ic.nni J:r. l: \ irlcd se\eral nature reserves, tinding Hackbeny being ubiquitous. and BIuc Ash also

heal!h\ - xIiiu-i:] -:i;r 1'h species rvere obviously being dccimated by Emcrald Ash-borcr. We visiled the old

lislhthouic rl I r-rrrr:,,:'; Poinl. anrl sampled sonc excellent \!incs at the Pelee lsland Winer] - but all along,

thal irch! 1r.l nr ..r' ;:eeping up irt lcgs. ln camp thal evening, Mar,v mentioned ha!ing the samc symptoms -

and she is n.,i .r:.-r:r\ : Ilr Poison l\,] |

B) lhe n.\t d3\. \ hif tr e dcparled the Island, the itching was inlense. red spots with blislcrs \"ere breaking out

on borh iiui. ari .l.rrl\ lhis \\'as somelhing \!e had never cxperienced beforc. When \\'e ani\ed home" Mar)

flred uf our ..rnrrurir. rnl.rcd 'Biting insecls on Pelee Island and rvas reuarded \\ ith selcral pages of
infomali.n ib.ur "Chi!ccrs l

Nos. ii y ou h.rr e ner er heard of chiSgers'. yt)u are blessedl We lcarned thal a chiSger is lhe lanal six-leggcd

stage ola mire. and onl! the lar\'al slage atlaclis mammals. l'hcsc little gu)s arc tin) enough (0.05 millimctres)

to go rhrough el,rthing :nd too imall to be noticcd. The) atlack !'iith piercing mouthparts thal penetrate skin'

di<solrcskincell:*irh.ligenl\eenzYmes.andsuckupthefluid Aftcr'lda)stheydropolflhe pre.v-. leavinga

red \\clr \\ ilh a \! hite hard ;entral area thar itches severcl,v. Unlike mosquitoes. they do not slrck blood. \\t
iiund thai lhe ilrhing li\t.d lor se\ eral * ecks. and al somc spots. blisters occurred \\'hich cventuall) broke.

releasingalel[rl\lluid.\\cdisco\eredlheth)drocortisoncre]ievedtheilchingandhelpedhcaling.bu!even
no\\. monthslarer-rre13rl5till icc .ed mark\ on our skin \',here thc bites had been. \Ve also observcd that the

chiggers likr to fied \\ here clothing ils tightl) oler the skin. like undcr the belt. socks. bra straps. in arcas

ardrnd thc ankles- back o1_kne.s. arnpils. and thc groin - so those arc the areas thal arc itchy Nullsaidll

In suminar). illou ha\e ne\er been 1o Pclee Island. go! You \till find thc rcsidents Yer) liiendl) and hclpful,

rhc wine is good. thc natural areas are bcautit'ul. and thc museum has a wcalth of local history. Jusl remember k)

lalc along some hldrccortisone. sho\!cr often. use lhc same clothing prccautions as ifyou \\'ere dealin-q with

thc worsl tick-spccics ever seen. and be aware tha! la1l plants can bc a j umping-o IT place fbr chiggcrsl No

shorts on the trail!l
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Thc Peninsula Field Naturalists Club
.\ fo. prctil o.ganizarioi srcrtcd ji l gjl \ith lhe ohiccri\ es to preserc $iLdllltinJ pdccl
irs hebiraL. ro pimore puhlic inleresr iI .nd a kno$ledge ot lhc narurll hisu) ol lhe arc''

ana ro pNroie. cncouiage.nd cooperare $llh orsrni4ii.ns xnd indi\ !'luals harine simillr
i.lsesis and ot,ie.1!!cs. AtUli.tcLl $ith Onurio Narurc and N.ture Crn"la

Po. Bor 23031. RPO Carllon. St. Cafharines, ON. L2R7P6

Website : peninsulalieldnals.com

The Peninsula Naturalist
trl6/i\li.'.1: FebrLrary; Aprilllvlay. October/November

The F.diror r cl.onr.s \\ riltcn anicles or art$ork on an) natural history topic' Please submit tlped rcpons on

pafer or by email r..: jmpotter068'a-gmail.com Clolour pholos (ipg) aoconlpanling ,rrticles are welcome All

plelesulnmrorkrtill"bee.ccpred.\e,rideasandconstr,ctivecrilicismarewelcome Please scnd subrnissions

br emall t.,e-address above. or b.\' snail-nrail to thc Club s postai address

Editor: John Potter
Assistatrt: MarY Potter

Deadlires for submissions 2014:

Februarv 14i April 18; October 13
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