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Hapf1 60th Annivcl's:.i-v, Pcninsulx lield Nnturali$lsl

On April26, 195d, c:tizens interasi.{1 :n naturt respolded to an intitation sent bt .}.:l' ferguson and

Ceorge H. Dickson .nd altendcd t t]l.tli]1g to discuss {tc lomration .}fx nat.rralist ttt} in Niagartr.

At thc conclusion ol the inaugural mcal,xg, the first n21lrt? .lnb $ithin tlle \:nglra Penilsutt ltrs
ft'rmed. At the nert meeriog \vhicL :neiuded , field tt'ip 10 a lar$ in Fonthill. it was decided tta .hlb
be .rAn)ed lhe Peninsn:a a:eld Natuul:sas.

Silce a&e 1950's, melnbels otate PFN haye J)art:aipated in field trils rnd attended i:rdoor meetilgl
xnd in 196,1, the {irst ne'wsleltar]1as published to lieep member$ :nformed oII a.aii''i:ies and featura

articles rlrarl nrture in the Nitgara Region. Fasl forrval d to:t14. -A.fter 60 -lert5' 1:!e Penilsul:r
Field Nalrrrliits continues to p, asel"l,e wildlile:rnd protecl ias tabitrt, lo promote public intcrcsl ir
and r kno$l.aga oltlte nnhrra: tistar} olthc x..a. a[d lo promoat, c]rcourage and coopcrute with
organirations ard irdi\iduals having similar ilt.rtsts and objectiles.

We have nn irferesting lineup ofspeakeN sot Lr tili! tear and outings xto schcdulod Irom Iarch
rrril thc end of:t'Iay. If nioro {rc aicheduled, we'll lel tru know at a meetinN, llrough ahe c:nb

{ahsite and on our Facebook !:1ge. Ityo! h:rve an idea and would lilie fo lo:!d lr lall outiltg, let e

or.me''heroflheexecutirelino$'.'[rlraarcstillmalr]tidaangenrsrvithi[thaNingaraRegionlhat
1le car] e-\ploro.

Thc l'cnin![h Field Nttu.al:sts hale of]ere(l in-;ii!d supporl lo a*a pttlecis. Il calaed !!t,u' 1ro rn{y
[eed your linowiedgc and idcnlilying skills as !aU !s somc good oid-lttlitred manuIr] lf]tut lo
assist thc Nirlgara Restoraliot Council with thair "Conserving Niagara's trorests for thc Fntnre"
project rnd the Hamiltor alor.en'arion Authodtt lviah their " Specics -{t :iisk Stervatdshi:} Iund"
projecl ir Shfit l]ills.

Ii looks to be tn interesting Jert :]ta I Lope t'o see y.il on one of the outings or assistilg wil:1 one of
ihe proie.,s, }'on $ill l)e please.l at know that you're catlTilg on the aims and objectives lta, ,le
Peninsuit ,'ieid Natlralists esl.ahl:sl)€d 60 years ago-

Pres. Rob llighcock
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Chrnges at the NPCA - Why You Should Care

When ihc \ iasxra Pc:::: : - : r . :r.ir\:1Iion Authoril) (N PCA) advenised consultation ur its slmtcgic plan t\!o

lcars ago. ldiJrrtr;.:::',:i,'hrl$asheingplanncdrvasanextrenrechangcofdircolion. INasshockedlo
scc on the \ PC 1 \.t': .: .il:i :1. plin indicaled a much morc de\eloplnenl lricndl) direclion and also tha!
''surplus lands l\.I.:: ^::i.;.,.r:J ot'.

At thc open h(ru5c rn \ \.r.r.e:. the consultant on lhe strateSic plan mada much olthe fiLcl that cmplo)ees with

a 
..snndpaper anilu,l:" \1.,r[.rsefTorcingthcbl-la\'s'l)hadbcenletgo.Healsoout]ined!heprccessol

consultations. \ her; .l.r(.h,,lJers" juch as developers ucr. given privale mcctings lo let them 'voice lheir

opinions ol\hal Ih. \P( \ -h.uld do.

The plan has not \ei berJl .rdnpl.d but cmplolees ha\'c been fired. In Mid-November onc pcrson was fired fiom
the \\ratershed Dcr cL.pm;rL Sen iccs. On Nov. l2'd. the Direclor of Land Management s position \las
climinated and lhat :ti1Ii nrenbcr \\ as fired. I Iis duties had included ensuring public salet) and managing all ol-

lhe Consenation \ullr,rrlt) s lands. buildings. etc. and lhc statl \rho nrainlain thc conservalions ercas. On Dec

18". it las annoLrnccd ;t ihe \ IIC \ lloard meeting !ha! \tr. David Barrick. $ho \ras on leave lrom this same

board. was recl1lil.d in Ihc posi!ion ol_lhc ncNl) crealed Opcralions Manager in thc Land Nlanagemenl

Departmcnr'. This pLr:iri,,n sas never publicly advenised. New positions are being crcatcd and tllled \rith rilles

more in line \\ ilh !he ( on\er\ eiion Authorit\'s anti_conser!atilrn bcnt. The CEO is bcin! 3i\ (ll a r(llrcmcnr

package.

Morc conservaliui .nrl')1.\ees hare becn fircd. f)n Januar) 9'r'. tbur persons tiom the \\'atershed Slcwardship

I)epafmcnt $ ere ler go. rhrce additional pcrsons \rere fired including the Site Administrator ol'Ball-s falls and

the Conscr\ation Planfcr (previousll under 1.and Nlanagemen0. This means !hal in No!ember and January ten

person5 nearl) l09n n1_slall ha!e been leL go.

As naluralins in \iagara s e knorr, and have rvorked w ith NPCA employecs. \\re know them 10 bc hard \"orking
individuals \ho arc dc\ Lrted lo \liagara s natural heritagc and its preserYalion.

Ifrve do not harc rhe CLrnser,ralion Authorit) acting as a liont line proteclion tirr our 1'oresls and wctlands bu!

instead as an agenc) char-eed to make sure developers havc no roadblocks put in fuont ofthem. Niagara $ill lose

much ofihe nalure thil \\c love,

What can you do) Lct the NPCA know how important lhc protcction ofwetlands and fbrests is to ]ou. Conlact

thc NPCA board mcnbcr tiolr ) our municipality hLtpr,/,\ w*.noca.ca/corporate-scn'iccs,/boar!l.ol-directors/ and

also let other re!ional and cirJ' councillors know )our priorilies. lrcel tice 10 email me lor more informalion.
jsanke\ '(!ilgec.r.cr

Jolce Sanke)

\La rr(),.{x; \'
John (Jack) H. Tralers ( 1920-201,1)

Anolher long-time mc,nbcr ofthc Peninsula Ficld Naturalists has passcd on. Jack Iia\ ers \\as the third
I'rcsident oflhe Club- in thc ) ear 1958. and rclaincd his membcrship until lhe end of20ll. .lack \ras a pilot

during th. Sccond \\'u ld \\'ar. and workcd \\,ith thc ScaNa) for 3l )ears. He and his $ife Bealrice had lived on

Jefferson Drivc until recenll) *hcn the) n1o!ed b thc Orchards Retirement Honlc ir Vineland.

On his lasi PfN nlembership r.ne\\al tirnn. Jack nru\cd l can slill renrcmhcr thc great lrips along thc river at

Jordan. rrilh lld Ber.r (80) scamlcring across lhe rocks. No\r that I am oler 90. no more iurnping ovcr ponds.

Ilea and I still danlc at the Seniors (llLrb but seldom gel oul al night. Regards lt) al1 thc nlembers' . He illso

rclained his sensc ofhurnour on the rcnc\ral. he notcd 'No computel' we canjust barel) managc our

cellphones . And on that last mlrmbership lbnn, hc gave a substantial donation to lhe Club. R-l-P
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MUD LAKE OUTING

On a sunn) but chill-v morning on November 3. ten PfN membe$ mct in Pod Colbome ax the entrancc !o Mud

Lake Conservation Are& Iomediatel!. t\€ oaservecl a flook oflovely Cedar Waxwings t-eeding on liuiling lrees

close to the parliing arca- Ming to the lake, we werc rather disappointed that the.llsllal varie:y of walcrtbwi
\.vere not presenl although a srnall number of Mal:ald Ducks were on :he waaea and rve did hear Canada Ceese

in the vicinity. Some ofus did observe a Yellorv-Rumped Warbler llitting above. some Downl' \lbodpeckers put

in an appearance and \e had many Arnericfi Robirs and Blacli-Capped Chickadees along fie trail. Some ofahe

plants and trees \[ere still holding onto their fall colour and :he Grey dogwood and asparagus was particularly

attraotive.

we saw red squi.rels. -{merican Tree Sparrorvs, Not{rem Cardinals and Bllle Ja}'s but the highlight bird would

Ilave to be the bird I fir* dismissed as a Cowbird. Thankfull)'. I took a closer look and realized it was a beautiful

male Rusq Blackbird: -{ bird that Bob and I needed for oLlr yea. lisa 3nd a new bi.d for some ofthe people on

the trip. we even h€rd his unique song. sounding like a squeaky sc.een door. Everyone had a good lool al hilr
helore he moved of into the brush.

The trail was slipper-1 from the min the day beibre so we did.'t wa:k the e.fi.e 3 km perimclo ofthe lake bua I
encourage ever!,one lo give ii a lry sometime. Bob and I trave observed 66 species ofbirds there including Som.

Blsck-Crowned Night Herons. r:rary species ofclucks including Nodhern Shovelers" Pi.tails, \lbod ,ucks and
'Ieals. We have seen deer. muskrats and ftogs as wcll. I \!ant to thank o!'eryone who came oua and lopelully we

crn t isir \4ud Lake again. perhdp. in lhe qpring.

By Jean Hampson

I\ SIARCH OF THE PURPLE SANDPIPER
\.'ovember 10.20tJ

This PFN trip begar .rl thc cntrance to the l.ast Picr ol Pon \\eller at 08J0 hours. \\'hile we were getting

rcad) to $alk ou1 ,"r Lhc picr- a rare Nonhern Cosha$k fle$ oler and vanishcd in thc east. A strong wind
blc\\ iiom the \c!! during our \\alk out to the lip. Thcre \,'ere surprisingl) fe* latc miSrants and o!er-
\!intcring birds. \\c !a\\ a ti\\ Juncos. Robins and Chickadees. Once ou! at the lip uc observed a Iled-
throarcd Loon. a Co,nnrolr l-.nn and-just soulh ollhc light beacon. a pair ofllcd-nccked Grebes. The LrsLral

ducks \\,crc prejefr: Lrn-!:{ailcd Ducks. Bullleheed. Rcd breasted NlerganseN and vlallards. A solilar}
American Keslrel $ as ll\ ing about bl the canal at thc tip and a single Snow BuntinS was obser\,ed as \\c
walked oul io rhe li-!hl beacon.

\ie scanned the rcrk! looking lbr the Purple Sandpipers and. unloflunatlrl,v, \!ere not able 1o find one.

It rook us about 2 hour\ to complete the $alk. Somc ofthe panicipanls then continued on to the I'armalat

Lagoons- r\here \\e obser!ed a l)unlin- and then !o the SirAdam Beck Reser!oir nherc $c saw 8 vultures.'l
oflhcm Black Vultures. a ne\\ arri!al in Niagara.

(\otc: rhis is the second )ear *c havc searched f'or, and lailed to find. the Purple Sandpiper. I walkcd oul to

the !ip on Novcmber ll and again lailcd lo lind a Purple Sandpiper hut noted that the American Kestrcl \1as

still presenl. )

Btt John Black
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\T. CATHARINES CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

The Peninsuii Fi.: \:,:. ., -:. i.lJ ihcir Chrisrmas Bi.dCounton December I5.2013. Ncither heavt
sno*iall. Sun! .' ::. -.:: : .::[k in drive\,ays or secondary roads kept'10 dedicated countcrs lroln going
out rhar dx\ lhJ:-.__.":.':irpartsraslo\rerthanaverage(;lJ)butthatwasdueroatc\lillncsscsand
injuries. \lanr li.r_ \: :': i..i :. all rhe parlicipants $ ho braved the \\cathcr conditiors. Tcmpcralurcs rangcd
bet\\ecn -1 ( : r: - I a . ri ra\ults show that everyone on the courlt contributcs to thc succcss ol lhis
count. \\e ..ll.:: \: :_:-: n ._ hours in th. licld and \ralkcd or drove 9:12.65 km. ln spile ofone area.
\\hich \asn r:,:\::j.r .::-:, irJ 80 spccic\. $hich isjust abo\c xyeragc 01_76 specics. We 141lied 15.216
indi\iduals. r\:j:i . r: :r,,r lhc a\cragc of23.676.

Thebig>urpr:e.i:i:::.:-.iri\\ast\roTurkelVlrliures.afirstrecord- Nancy Smith saw thc Rcd-hcadcd
\loodpecker di:::r: j: ..;:. \ ee[. \\ hich humpcd our lota] specics to 80-

A siShting Lrl rh.:. T,r.:rr i$ rni produced a third record for the count and a record high count lbr this
species. \\ e re.i fiL',r irrr hi!ha\l number ol \Uhile-clowned Sparrows (6,1) since the olllcial bcginning ofrhc
count in 1981. \\. .rl',' r..,,rJcd reveral lo\\,est counls for Anlerican Crc\rs 1i 5) and Black-capped
Chickadccs t ii,.1i ls,,BirapenesGulls\!asalsoanunusuallylo\\'numhcrlorlhecounl.No[henl
Shoreler: (l) rn,l r Bii.k-iegged Kilti$ake \!ere both sccn ior the lourth lime on this count.

Ofcourse $e bir: .trri rhi\ \\ inrcr is Snow) Owls and *c nlanaged 1() record two on the count this rear

Alsoabig IH\\1,\OL onceagaintoMarlandJohnPottcrfbrorganiringlhis\earsround-upparl). A
grea! bic lhafL \ ou in e\ er\ one $ ho helped set up, clcan up. and brought !er\' )umm) tirod to the round up.
It \las \,cr\ rnuah appreciated.

This )ear \re had -+0 panicipants:-: Brian Ahara. Rhonda Armslrong, Jesse Barraza. John Black, Pcicr
BonEnfanr. Paul Cheprnan. Sue (lhepman. Barb Charleton. Emill Clonlticld. Rachecl Conrllcld. lre,ror
Corntield. Carl Danudc..lL1nc1 l)emude. I-llaine Dimond. Rob Dobos. Kath) nlis. Chris Lscoll. Cath)
Ciancarlo. Sarah (lille.pie. I-)ndd Goodridge, Jean Hampson. Bob []ighcock. Carcl Horlal. Marcie Jacklin.
Nabil Khairallah. I{anser Khairallah- Kara Kristianson, Matr Mills. Carol tlicciuro. Ka}o Ro). Jo)ce
Sanke). l im Sebum. Da\ e Srnith. Nanc! Smilh, Pat Smith. Iloy Sorgenlrei. John Stevens. Kathcrine Stolz.
.lamie $blL ltick \bung.

Totalindiriduals 15.236

Canada (;ocrse

MuIc S*an
Iundra S\\en
American Black Duck
N{allard
Nonhern Sho\clcr
Redhcad
Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup
SurfScotcr
Whilc \\ingcd Scoler

Total species 80

Eastern Screcch O\vl
Creat I Iomcd O$ I

Snow) O\\ I

Belted Kingfishcr
Rcd bcllicd \\ioodpecker
Yelb\\ -b.ll;ed Sapsucker
Do\\n\ \foodpecker
Hair) \\bodpecker
Nonhern Flickcr
Blue Ja)
American Cro\!
I Iorned Lark

2790
l3
27
il

803
2
,7

38

,i

2
I

42

5

I

2
2

42
I

8J
tl
21

346
55
97
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Long-tailed Duck
Bufflehead
Common Goldene\e
Hooded Merganser
Common Meryanser
Red-breasted Meeansi:r
Wild Turke]'
Red-throated Loon
Pied-billed Grebe
Double-crested Cormorant
Crcat BIue Heron
Tu*ey Vulture
Bald Eagle
Northem Haa.ier
Shae-shinned Ha$k
Cooper's Ha$k
Red-tailed Hawk
Hawk sp.

American Keslrel
Merlin
American Coot
Bonapane's cull
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
Glaucous Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Black-legged Kiftiwake
Cullsp.
Rock Pigeon
Mouming Dove

lllack-capped Clhickadcc
IIlled Iitmouse
Red-breasted Nuthatch
\\ hite-breastcd \ulhalch
Brown Crccpcr
Carolina \\ ren

Wren sp.

Golden cro$,ncd Kinslet
Eastern Blucbird
Amcrican Robin
Cra) ( atbird
Noflhern Vlockingbird
I--uropean Starling
(ledar \\i\\1 irg
Yellow-rurnped \\hrblcr
r\merican Trcc SparroB
I:icld Sparro*
Song Sparror
\\i h i!e-th roated Sparrc\\,
\l hite-crowncd Sparro\\"
Sparro[ sp.

Dark-eled Junco
Snori- llunting
Northem Cardinal
Red-winged Blackbircl
Ilrown-hcaded Cowbird
I IoLrsc l:inch
r\rnerican (ioldfinch
IIouse Spanou,
Unspecilled sp-

Am.UIack I)uck \ Mallard
Rcd hcadcd $bodpeck CW

l(_)

ll
8i
.t9

i+l
.+5

15

I

I

67
7

l
I

.+

8

I()
r0l

2

20
I

1
2

li9
105

66
I

.l

.16'1

99

t6l
10

l
2',7

2

10

I

I

t8
39

594
I

:I
1079

71

I

,1,1,i

I

ll
12
64

I

l2i6
86

221
l
8

28,1

r230
I

I

I

LAKE ONTARIO MID.WINTER WATERFOWL INVENTORY

I am \\,ritins this repofi .)n lircsda). Januar) 7-and amlcr) rclicved the count \1as rrot scheduled toda) (21

degrees belo\ zero and ilrrnq winds)! Eighleenobservcrsparlicipaledinthecounton.lanuar)5.201,1. \\i
covered the Lake Onrario lhore line. tiom 50 Point to Niagare-on-thc-Lake. and thc Niagara Riter up to the
Falls. \\t also dro\c our on the east and vrest sidcs oflhe l,ofl \\'eller picrs. lhe canal often has a numbcr of
sheltering ducks in ir bur lhis vear it \r'as alnosi enrirel\ lrozen over- Thcre \\ere a lew Doublc-crested
Connorants and Nrallards at the sewage outlct.

1n almost all locarions thcre \ere opcn lcads close to shore bul then the ice e\rcndcd oul to beyond thc rangc lor
identification through the telescopcs. \Iic could see man] hundrcds ol'ducks out too lar ro be identilicd. \\t sa\!
I7 species ofduck. 9 Red-throatcd Loons, I Homed Crebe- Tundra and \4Lltc S\\ans, aoots. I adult Bald Lagles
and an amaTing l0 Sno\,r) Owls sifting out on the ice!

Bv.hnn Bht:k
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Duck Count 2014
N agara

SPECIES

Pied brled Gre.e
Horned Grebe
Red'necked Greoe
Double crested
Corrnorant
Tundra Svre r
Trumpeter Sf,.'
Mute Swar
Snow Goose
Canada Gocse

Green w nged -ea
Amercan Black Dr.<

Northern Slrove er
Gadwall

Canvasback

R ng-necked DLrck

Tufted Duck
Grealer Scaup
Lesser Scaup
Scaup (sp.)

Harlequin duck
Long laied Duck
B ack Scoter
Whlle-winged Scoter
Surf Scoter
Common Goldeneye
Bumehead
Hooded IUerganser
Common,Vlerganser
Red breasied N,lerganser
Ruddy Duck

King E der
Unknow,n lMerganser

Ba d Eagle
Snowy Ow

vtct NOTL.
Total Falls

PWE.
NOTL

0
0
1

0

13

7

2
72

34
396 350

1946

352

3

189

1

12

151

542

828
186

99
1061

11

I
745

l Adu t
2

13

7

0
5
0

2205
0

0

I
8'18

0
0

0
0
2
2

2
0

353

31

0
4986

0

13T I
0

2422
715

0
233

3124
0

11

I
0

30
8445

3 Adu ts
10

70 32

6
106

12

7240
l Adult

19

178

105

398
63

38
'119

9

21

500
l Adult

8

4657

672

1196
466

s6
1944

925
1

450
1

50
36

2
60
64
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Top Left - Mud Lake Outing; Top Right - Port Weller East Spiti Bottom - Long-tailed Ducks
Photos by Jeatr [Iampson

'I he Peninsula Field Naturtlisls Club
Anon-ptrnitorgui/a!i.nstinedinl95-1\ilhthcotrlccri\cslopresenenildlii.andl(,rccl
irs hdbilal l.i rrnrn(,Ie fublic inlcrc( iD ifJ ! k.o$ lcdge ol rhe nilu'al hislory ol the arc!.
afd 1. frln{)r.. cr.o!rrec ru,d coo|crrlc \ilh organlTrliots lntl iiJn uals ha\ing ii.rilar
inr.r.sts dnl obiecrl\es Atlliir.d $ith on(rio r_dlure dra \alure axnrda .

P.O. Bo\ 23031, RPO Carlton, 31. Catharines, ON. L2R 7P6

Websile : pcninsulafieldnats.com

The Peninsula Naturalist
lrrllrA.1l }rcbruar), April/NIay, Octoberi Novcmber

'Ihe Ilditor $clcomcs r\ritten articles or arlnork on any natural histor) topic. l'lcasc submil t)ped reports on

paper or b) .nlail to: jmpofter06Efiigmail.com Colour photos (ipg) accompanying aniclcs arc rvelconre. All
pieces olarlNork \!il1 bc accepted. New ideas and conslructivc criticism arc r!elcome. Please send submissions

b) cmail to c address above. or hy sneil-rrail to thc Club's poslal address.

Editor: John Potter
Assistant: Mary Potter

Deadlines for submissions 2014:
February 14; April 18; October 17
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