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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

LJ.'\\c\(- \,'u \ie\ c\c l\ rn tlre \i.'gar.,t
I ln.ri-n..rl lrr-l in tlre enriromten,rl :nJ
nalure aspects. this lsthmus is not dull. On onc

sidc (r1 6e Region, \!c've seen a multi-million-
dollar music park project sheivcd, rvith the
possibilitv ofan ecological park replacing it. On

the other side. we're secing a scr'ap over a churrk

of dcsigratcd *etland beilg dcveloped as a

race-car track. Doun the middle, wc have thc

ongoing saga oll 'rvill-rve/rvon't-we install a

transpofiation corridor'. And in various places,

rumors of uind-turbine aleas sprout likc
sassalias trccs. And there are the nevcrending
dcbatcs about land .lcsignations and

'preservation' lcgislxtion... It all nakes one

usc about $hethcr to se1ld the kids to lau
school...

Abovc this wclter of issues, some l]ighlights are

emerging. Thc book 'Niagara Birds' had its
glamourous launch on a lovely sunny fall day -

congmtulations to the authoN and editors! Thc

Owl Foundation had its two weckencls oftottts,
thanking theil contdbutors - and hoping to bc

able to do thc same rlcxt yca[. lts lbundel, Kay

McKeevct. had her 861h birthday on the same

day as the book laulch - arrd is a chaptel author

Ancl Yours liuly enjoyed lhe dclightlirl l,sk (r1'

releasing a fLrll-3ro\\'n Grcat llomed Owl'
lbstered at lhc O\l1 !-oundation. irlto the u'ild
where I hopc 'Thumper' has man,v Years ol_

owly bliss.

Vr noinr. iirtpl-r 'nis - Lift ccn 6et rlnng titl
,,,,,rwirhorrr u\ - bllt :l i' mrrcll hcltcr ultctl rrc

try to gel along widl lt.

(l-or thc putt t\t,o years, John Ste|cns has

entered the Bctitlie Birdalhon, plotiding lhe

Ctub v,ith both ofi ertrct soltrce of revcnue, ond
an inlere\li'tg tlccottnt nfhis advntures. Llc:re is

his summary.f rom lhit ldst Md!.)

2O1O BIRDATHON
May 23,2010

hen planning my Birdathon this year. I
had selected tie Saturday of the long

ueekcnd (May 22). which rvoulcl prolidc
aitenratlve datcs oI thc SLLnda-v and Monda-v if
weather conditions were unl'avourlrble. \'er)'

\\,arn \,,,catheL in ear'1y Ap l and an overall

wann month meant ihat nany trees \iere fuii) ill
leaf at the bcginning of May iD Niagara. By

Ma) loth, I rvas concetrcd that the target date

rvould bc 1oo late as the miglation seemed to be

aheacl of schedurlc. The ButTalo Ornitirological
Societl, rul[al Ma] Counl \las o1i NIay 16th

and on the ptior lrida-v I tried to rearrange

thinas and do it on that Satur-dal evening atd
tl,c tullouirt!:u rJ;r mu tin'.: ( \^ i'hin I : l-hnur
pcliur.lt bur acill'cr ol I le p,oplr 'rllo uer<

1"ir" ,, hclp m.' u.'rc .rrrilab c. So tlr< lorrg

wcekend it \'vas. and as rain lias l-orccast tbr

Saturda], on the Thursdal (i\{a} 20) i decided

on doing it on the Sunday. lcotttiit eL,



to thc sound ol Drv alarn but
\-ner.c !r Rc,orns ouclling in 'orr'r ronJ

specics). the da) began at 0530. r\s the slm rose

the sky rvas pat1ly oloudy but maiDiy sunlly, so

tlrc \ eJlhc- ,..ked pronri.in::. .An '\n <ricarr

Croll (sccond spccies) flelv ovcr as I was catinli
breakfast. Karin Schneider arrived liom
Beamsvjlle al a quarter to se\:en aDd \!e set oll
tbr Porl \\'ellel. We starlcd at the northern cnd

of N4aicohnson I'ark at 0700 b!' \thich timc it
had clouded over and it 1las tather gloomy

rnr"ng rlre rre-s \ \\Jrblir! \ ir'o r'r 'inginj
ncar thc cntrance but olherwise the.c \las vely
1itt1c solg. r\bout tcn ninutcs 1a1er. Kalher;ne

Stoltz and .lohn Blacli ar vcd and thc Jbur oI us

did a lcisurel,v circuit arourld tho park. Thc best

llods werc Rub,!-throaied Ilunmingbird, Aldcr
Fl-vcatcher. Gruy-cheekecl I luush arrd a White-

tllloated Spano\!. the onl! one of this common
spccies that 1\e'd lmve all day

\\,e thcn hcaded Lo the eastcrn picr of thc

\\tllancl Canal v/herc Joh Rlack used his kel
io allo\\' rls to sloBl,v drivc out to the end. \\re

stopped at selcral spots aions the lvav rvhere we

hcard bird songs. Thc sun had reappcared aod it
rvas becorning a bcautiful day. A lair mix ol
nligrant lvarblers was prcsent iiclllding
Blackbumian. Tcrrlressce, \'lagnolia and

\4ourning- At thc encl of thc pier *c scanned

the lakc for somc ofthe scveral speoies ofducks

that had been plescnt the plevious Suida,Y but

asidc tiom onc Comnon Loon' onl1 Doublc_

creslcd Comn)nnts and ltittg-billed Culls rverc

.IOtrnJ. rrot J\e'rJ sillli. lcnl \l th. rcln.'inilll
l)onJ oI tlr( el-t<tn siJ< ,'l llle pi(r. a \4lrl(

S\!i,i \\d. .itting or a rrc'l und :r lcrrlrlc

BLlfflehcad was in the water but thc Coots a d

Moor'hcns oliel Plesent *erc not arorrnd As

Katheriie $as on a mission to I-lnd a

(irnnccticut Warbler. shc and John left Karin

and mc to hike back 1o our car and the,v lc11 for

other $arbicr hot spots.

when \rc Ie1i Polt \!'eller around 1030. the

.neJicj coLll rrr' iu.'r "trr <n \\t \lol\f(J 1l

i"..ftun.t-t. lrgoor,' ulrclc Krrrrr 'hulJ ir

lJornecl 1-;u1t in an adiaccrl ticid and a Spotted

Siindpipel fle\r o\cr thc watcr' On the way to

rhc ne\t planncd stop we madc an abrupl halt orl

the Niagara Stonc Roadjust south olthc Airport
rlhen rve bolh heald a distinctive harch buzzing

call. \\€ nevcr heard the cail again and couldo't
lind a possible souroc bird. During the BOS

corrl1t thc prerious rveek. a Cla,"''-coloretl

Sparro$ l1ad bcerl tbund ahout 0.5 km soulh ol
this location and in prcparation. I had listencd lo
r rcc^rJinr olir *,nr. \\ lril< l nr Trcll) ccrlain

thal js tire cail that 1,-c hcaId. ml unfamiliarity
u'ith rl,is species (it's laorc thaD 20 ]ears since I
last sal\,one in f)ntar;o) and our inability to hcxr
it again or' htd lhe bird. co11,,'incecl mc lo leavc

this species olf m) list.

At the Niagam College potrds. a Picd-biilcd
Grcbe u,as sitting on a rcst in d1c nofihem lolld
and a (ireen Heton was lomging near tjre edge.

Both these specics h.Ld bcer p.esent the

pr'cvious Sunda,v bur thero \\as no sign of the

sevr,'n \\bod l)ucks that had also been ptesent

then. Ileadirg up thc Niagara Escarpnrenl- $e
stopped at \loodend Clonservation Area gettiog

Nasltvillc \\hrblcr and selelal lndigo Buntings

but ler,, ofthe species that had heeD prcsent thc

prc\.ious Sunda). \\re checked out a field near
'Ihorold thni had had N4eadorvlatk and Bobolink
the preliolts Neck but couid find neither' Nor

was a Nofihem llarrier iu vien tlear the C)tec

pladl as it \{as the pre\iorN Suada,Y. Progress

ivas becoming vcrv slorv. \Ye coniaotcd Marcie

Jacklin ancl aflan.qed to meel her at 1400 e'r
Sodom Road and the QE\\r.

\irhcn \{e rnel Marcic and Ireter BonEDlant'

.h. .n.ri<s (,,rn \\Jr J' _1. \' lllc ljr'l p-ir.,r

V.-rcic Loul rrs. \\<rk R,'aJ rr- .1uit.l1 :r'lJ'd
Ilasrern Ibwhce. Field Sparron. 13luc-rvingcd
l,Varblc| and Brown 'l hnsher. alrossing lhe

oFw \e hcaded to Wilioughb-r' N{alsh adding

t..o"r arrrr, *t rnJ. perhrl' thc llnd .'l th" 'ia''
.r n,r oi SlrJh,' t rrncs lbr.';ing ir r 'ierJ

,1ulr. nc.,r th: ro:rJ. \, rll( lY).1_:ll l'lud l\ a

turr, n. *c :,JdcJ I lrrle'l liln.ou'c' On tlrc u:rl

or,r ro hc Nt" 'rr l(i\cl. \lJl' rc slopp(J rl
Nigh's Chocolaies in Sryder on thc prctencc

tbal shc'd scclr alr ulllLsual bird lt utls a

\elcome break aoci I highl.v rcconrmcnd their

products. all made on site- (Calilttu'!11)
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There was littlc avi.in va.dety on thc Niagara
ivcr as lre headed 1o Fort E e. We stoppcd to

check Frcncllman s Crcek \\'hcrc several species

of heroN and cglets had been reliable bul ltole
wete around. Contirluing on we did find a Cireat

Egrct thal \\as vcry successl'r,t11,v fishing along
the rivel s edge. At tlis poiot \,le had lbuncl
Black-crorned Night lierorl Grccn HeroD.

Sandhill CraDe a:rd Grcat Egret but rot the rost

commonlv seall of thc long-lcgged rvadcrs in
Niagara, the Creal Bluc Heror! Ilolvever. as wc
approached tho Peace Dridge. one convenientL]

tlcrv do$r thc river so $e colLld add it lo the

lisl. Ncar Old foft l.ie we also sa,v Common
Tclns over thc water and Dunlins l'eeding on the

shore. We stopped at illarcie and l'inl Sebum's

place &hich is right on the watcr. They have

r\\u pxir\ rl Red-hcrJeJ \\uoJpcekcr' nc'lirrp
in some htLge Cot1ol'N\,oods thtt liequenlly visil
their fecders. -\s luck *ould have il, rve ',vere
there lbr a hall hour and no1 ollc \\'as to be seen.

Kiuir },anled to get home antl Marcie
lolunteercd to givc hcr a iidc to St. CathariDes

so i oould pursue ltlorc species At this pojnt the

count \\as et 92 as Pcter and 1 set ofl'around
18i0. Stoppirg.iust around thc corner Aom'fim
and \larcie s \tc got a glimpse of onc of lhe

Redieadecl \Voodpeckers and pJckcd up

Semipalnutcd Surclpiper and Rcd-bleastcd

N4ergan-qer as $e stopped at various points a1o[g

thc l-akc F,rie shole. A Wild-luide1-, crossed thc

roacl in tioni of us and then \e saw tl cc othels

in I lield- -{bout 2015. tc arrived near thc cnd

ol lloilolvay Bay l{oad \a'herc we encouller'cd

Rl ,ne and Jean Faman uho rverc hclping lJlad

ClemeDts clocument son'lc nestillg sitcs Tlic-r

direoted us do$'n a side road *here Ilooded

\\hrblcr and Acadian l:l,vcatchcr had becn

rcllorted thirt da-v. We hcard the llooded

\\hrbler bul no calls for pizza by the Acadian

Iilycatchcr. \larcie rcjoined us at this point a'1d

.Jrr picl'.d uul r :$!i')'un ' llruJr lrotl'

Jmon! Ihe r:rrrr Robrn -1J \\ooJ lh"lr'h('
colling in thc l\rjlight

It $,xs no\ nearl,v dark as u,e headed tlxough
Port Colborne 10 the rlcstertr side of the
\lainl1eet Bog whcrc Veerys wcrc calling
ever]Nhere. .{n Aine ca Wbodcock rvas

doilg his matirg t-light and loud l'eenl call upon
retuming to thc gror.rnd rigl'tt closc tu d1e rcad.
A ljftle llrthcr alotrg. \lc heard Wltip-poor-u'ills,
at least six. calling liom both sides ofthc load.
B-v no\r it lvas 2130 .rnd I called it a da) and

hcadcd irome.

The rotai count $ias 101 sPccics (.ltldchcd
\hcal on original [d.). To reach ilis nunlbcr I
had considerablc heip hom Katil Schneider,

John lllack. Kathednc Stoltz, Nlarcie Jacklin.

Peter BonEnlhnt and Blaync larnan. Thaiks to

all of the . Mosl of the species lbund werc

likcl) residcots o1'Niagar.r ratller than tlansicnt
migrants as the migralion lvas alfiost over

lhanks again lbr.vour suppott;
Chccrs- Jold

ROCK POINT & trNVIRONS OIJ.TING

f rip. to tlr. R.rcl Pr':nt P'or i'rci.r I'rrk arcr
I ,'rc rcrer o^r'n{. lfnor llr< rr .dli[c. thcn t]re

\\e-th(r \\.I llrrJ J \\.'\ ro g(l \',llr Jllen,iolr.
The PFN's trip on Septembcr 25. lcd by Itick
)'orurg, had a 1nixlure ol uirLsual siglltings and

Llnusual\reathel.

The usual sala to Rock Poirlt lvould rncander

along thc Lake Erie shole, \\'ith llcquent stops at

promising beachcs- However. oo this rrm lhe

intcnt $as to reach the Bird Balding Slation in

tinrc lo watch lhe b.tndirrg process, so the

pafiicipants madc haste along the leeder Caial
Road. Iooking lor lil'e in tllc canal as wc passcd

b1.

Thc day- rurs sunnv bul cool. and onl.v a fc\r
birds \\,ele cvident at thc Station Ho$evcr' tle

't ",'.nu:rt :t' t
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jual -lurke) \itlltures, Alnerican Crorvs and

Blue .la1s *erc about. a1ld a Sharp-shimed
Hau,k sourcd oler the Station as \\'e \\'atchcd-

An erant Cra\ Catbird had gotren into the mist-
net. and we \ere able to observe the whole
piocess ()1' rrtcasuliDg. \i'eighiig and lirally
barldirg this specimcn. The staf (RosFitha

N,latuschek. Bcv Stevensor't. Jaso[ Lymburncr)
\I\.fs tr^,r .',liring. ',rq\!erin* our qttcslion.

about their iob. rhich is obviousiy a lnbou of
lovc - uh1 c1se u'ould anyone be up so eall)' it1

the moming: A Ruby firovinccl Kinglct and a
ilouse Wren \\erc aiso secn in this aaea.

,Allcr a look at thc beach from thc toB'er in the

l'ark, *e trooped do\rll lo the rockl shore,

where a fbssii-hunter could easil-"- spcnd many

hours catitloguing coral, etc- Ho\&ever. sllore

birds u'cre the ilurecliate intcrest. Aiier nluch

discussion atld rvishes for morc pou'crli
'scopes. Satclcrlings wcre I'inally agleed tpon.

Canada Coose, tlcrring Guil, Ring Billcd Gull

and Double-Crcsted Cornoranl were p]esent-

sccnling lo bc mo(c comti)dable than the

obscNers. \rha) \tcre casting balef'ul glances at

the black clouds on the southcm side ol thc lake

and \\'ondering al thc mindset olthe wind-surl'cr

tho rvas wfiipping alorlg over the rvaves in the

ba).

Along the sandy pafis of the beaci\ llur
Cucombcr. \Ui1d Cucumber. Clammpvecd. Blue

Verlain. Whitc Ven'ain, lrailirlg Wild Bean,

Reach Clotbur. Palc Smartwecd' SNilchglcss'

Beggar-ticks and Sticktights were prc1alent.

xL,nl] \\rln n ot'e ,nuttdlre nlent. lil( (-"nll'''n
nr, ieeJ an,l Comm,,ll \lgl'l5ha.lc. Mottrrrll'
C;r[bage Whitc and Sulpllur buttert]ies \\'ere

scen. along $ith thc catcrpiliar of a Smartrveed

\loth (aka Snlcared Dagger Nlolh).

Rick proposcd thal wc travcl to Port Maitla[d

for a looL at thc bird-lil'c ill the ponds 
'u1d

Feeder-crural. As we leli lhe Park' some of us

had a good vierr of several Wlitc-lailcd Deer

',"t.1 ;f1 rl^ p:r.'in1 rnotnrtrde' lll< 'u''!c'l ol
u1 ,ro;nf lo liort M:itr,rrJ .rr(J lco lo ':Fhlirrrs
.,r UooJ llucl. \ldllir,l- ( ireir tslru lI.rL'rr'

CrceD Ile.on, lJcllcd Kingfishcr. Great Bgrct
and an A]r'rcrican Kestlcl . $hi1e later al a sod

l'ann $,e rlatchcd a flock olllorned I-arks

apparcntly ha\ring lullch on lnsects in thc grassy

turi ,\l excclLent outing. lvith od"v onc

questior unans\'vered rvhl don't soybean ficlds
all rjpelr at the same timel Thanks 10 the

ddvers, the passengcrs, and Lhe staff :rt Rock

Poinl Bird Ilending Station!

Smartrvccd Moth CaterPillar

,IHA]''S A IIAP

o- lhis isr't about complcting a movie - but

it t! about bringing a long-ncedecl ptoccss

lo$ards a succcssful cl1d. RAP slands for

'llctrredial Aclion Plan', which is what \raleric

Cromie (NPCA) and Mary Flllcn Scanlon

flvloE) tere discllssing at the Septcmber 2010

meeting (.)1'the Pl''N (l3eal u'ith mc: thc use of
acron-vms tends to be a chamcte stic of
.t.-\ernnr(ir .ur.l cr-6:otr'rrm rt en'plo)(e'\'
'ih. 

rn.:i.-,rc rio|t Vrletit and \l.rr1 I llcn rr.r: 
'

posrtlvc o11e.

Alnlost twcnly-fi\'e years ago (1987). the Great

l-akes rvere knowl to have a rumbel ol'areas

ullcrc (rr\ irontr<nlJl pnlltrri"rl !\r5 (cLrsilr!

scrious problems witb watcr use 'fhesc

'hoL"out- . erncd Arerrs nf 
'nlljenl 

i \tX s)'

inrluJed l.l rr :rll. I' .n Caru,lirn rl:rle's rrro )
rnorc shared bet$een Canada and the USA lhe

Niagara Ril'et-. all 5li k]lr of ii. n'as considetcd

an AOC. but silcc bodl counties sharc lt
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border cach countr-: rvas obliged lo
{'ith pollution sources on its own side of
bordcr. In Cenada s case. the dccision lvas

to addrcss pollulion in the Srelland Iliver
walershcd as 1vell as in the Niagara River itsell.
A plan, rhe Niagara Rivcl (Ontario) Rcmcdial
Actioi Plan Stage 2 Rcport. released in 1995,

li.tcJ ib lo. J J j- fc(ommendjrions r\)
guide thc resloration olthe -{.OC.

The Ntinistrl peoplc reler to fic 'hotspots' as

'hcrrele'-. -.. im1'airmcrrt.. anJ l'.rtc a teriet
of criteria 1'oI dcten ining uhat spccilically
necds to be done bclbre a 'beneiiciai use

impaimcnt-can bc considcrcd as rro longer a

problcm and ia.lien off the list of hotspots
('delisted'or in layman's lalguage 'curcd').

Some of tl'ie 'bencficial usc i]11pai nents' in

the Niagam River included: dcgradation of fish
and wildlifc populations; rcstrictions on fish and

wildljfe consumption: degradation of the

berthos (wom'ts irnd insecls living on the bollom
of the river); cutrophicatiotl (dccreascd oxygcn

.dld increased nutrients in the watel) PILN

undcsirablc algac grorlth. Thcsc conditions
uere caused by habilat destNction Pius a

numbcr of contaminant sources (u(ban sewage,

storm\&ater mllot], agricultu.al runoft-, lailing
scptic s)stenls. coltaminated scdimellts-

nlunicipal se\lage tlcatnleot practjces).

So. $hat has happencd? \Vcll. bird and alimal
def'ormitics atrd reproductive problenN are no\\'

dtlisLeJl r_r>rr Lutnour. xnd uclonllllicr :rc

JelistcJ. r(.LricIi.,Ds urr uilJliru (unsLrnprion

arc Jcli't.d: r(5triclion5 .,n dreJging acri'iti"
bavc becl rcn'roved. Also. unclesirabie algae

growth has been delistcd. but cutroplicatior stiil

ixists. The benthos degradation, loss of fish and

wildlifc llabitat, and becch closings conlinuc to

h( orohlcm.. huL lunh"r rcnrcdi:rl plirn' 1'rtc
b.ei prnpored. lrr aJJirron. llrc NrrgJra l(ircr
Rcstoiation Council. pafinering wilh the

Niagara Pcninsuia (bnscn'ation Authority and

Fnvironmcnl Canada. ltas managed to rcmovc a

,.r.c numbcr ,,1' nrlricr' to lislr nisr'llion :n

rhiveltand River, opering up aboLlt 511 L'rrr of

li'1. llJhilal. *;r'th.lruuld ilcrea'e thc 'parrr'ns
areas in this lributary ri\'er.

N{ary L1llcn spoke speciiicall"v about a problem
case h Lyons Creek East in \Velland.whctc
PcB-contaminated sedimeDt was fi)und in the
strcam-bed. PCBs and ar:enic had also becn
found i]1 Irons Creek \!bst, rvhere Hydro One,

fie City ofWtlland. and TmDspoft Canrda u'cre

lll( o\\ncr:. H\dru UIc drerlgcu thc.e lu.utiul'.
to ren1olc the col1tamination. llo\"e\'er.
aithough thcrc was no aLsenic in the l,yons
Crcck East iocatioD. thcrc \lcrc rare plants, birds

and frsh, ircludil1g somc spccies protccted b)
specics-at-risk lcgislation, so the remcdial aclioit
proposals had to be appropriate to ackloulcdge
these conditiois. Wilh lbur' lcvels of
govc menl (City of \\iclland, Niagara Rcgion.

Nlinistry of the Enviroruncnt. and Invironmcnt
Canada) involved as rlell as tlle Niagatu
Pcnimula ConseNation Aulhoritv and local

residcnts. thc action plar cliscussious r,'ere

conlplex. Ultjlnatel). since PCBS 1vi11 evcntually
degradc. it *as dccided to avoid dredging and

simply leave the sitc undistulbed. It is wofth
noling that any operations fiat t\ould disturb

this ar--ea. such as roacl-tiderling alongside the

property. \\'ould havc 1() ect lhe rcquirelnents

o1' cnlir'onmeDlal assessmeDts lrom all lbur
Ievels of gt)1,ernment.

Onc t'urtlrer io]portant comnleni about the

IIAP is 1hat the maragers ol thc l'lan are

dcleloping and implementiDg :111 updatcd

nonitolirg plan to hclP lrack progrcss of the

deliste.:i bcncficial use impairmenls, to make

sule that d1e) do nol rcgress back to lheir

prc\ious undcsirablc statc- Wc can hoPe that

cleaner'lurd saier rvater sources and beaches n'ill
result l'rom all ofthis activity.

i:i,u ii^ifrti.ilffi .ii''*oct Poirr r*
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AFTDR THE NAI, WHAT NEXT?

y no\!. most folks rvho havc allended any
Naturc Cllub neeling in Niagara (PFN.

Niagau Iirlls or Bcrt iv{iller) will have heard of
the NaturalAr-eas ln\cltory (NAl). lvlany of)ou
heard thc presentation by Dcama Lindblacl.
desclibing and illusttatiug *hat lvas lound
during tha In\entor). Some may have seen or
rcacl parts 01 d1a tuo-volulte repod thal \l'as

ploduced. cither the prirlt copy or the on-line
vcrsirn. Il i ou * ish to sit dorvn with a copy and

bro$s.. please 1ct mc (JP) kno* aod I'll happil,v
oblire ioLr.

\\'hat carre out of that Invenlory projcct \\'as

a snapshol of the $ild' areas of the Wcllancl
lli\ er \ratcrshed. a snapshot lhat includes planis,

birds. reptilcs. :rmphibians. buttefilies alrd

moths. dragonllics and danisclllies. lichets and

brtophytes - incluLllng what speoies arc localL)

rarc. l-hc toral list of vascular plimts alone

requircs about 160 pagcs. Unfortunately, 1,lot all
of tirc ploperrics dlat \!crc olltred for fhe

inventol) 1\ere \isited. Far nlorc locirtions rrcrc
oiicrcd than could be sur'\e-r.'cd in 3 surmcrs-

N€:verrhcless. becausc ol_lhe attcnti()n io dctail
that was rnaintained it1 tire lield lrork- the

Niaga[ l'cninsula Conscnaljon Authorit]'
(NPCA) now has an excellcnt conccpt of l\hal
impoflant areas erist in the *alershed. Also.

thc) have much morc detaiL on how much

welland e\isls. and \there. Wh-v is this

ilnportanl? Think fbr a ntoment - ho$'lrruch do

living things depcrd upolr cleall sa1! rlatcr

supplies tbr existclce')

So. \\'hat's ncxtl flo$ does all this gct used'

and by *holn'l For starlcts. thc NPCA has thc

nlalrdate to overscc hulnan aclivilies in the

ualersheds in Niagara - $'hich nlealls priDu(il\
)ll rhe 1an(l included in the \Velland Rivcr and

l\renty -i\{iic Creck u'alersheds. f his oveNighl

does no1 prclent lalldo\\'l1eN or nlrinicipalities

liom using thc land lol whalever thcir putposes

lna.v bc -. nlunicipalitics in particular irave

corltlol over land rvithil lhcir lcgai tuball

boundarics. What thc oversighl docs n'rcan tllat

thc NPCr\ will advise on the $ise use ofiand'

ard mal take action to prevcnt destnrction of
sigDil'lcart ccological leatures. And sincc u,atcr
resources are \iral to ali lili in thc arca, the
NPCA is intensely concemed about \'vatcr and
\&ellands.

_lhc 
scicntil-rc svstem Lrsed to map ou1 all lhe

prl)pe(ies that \\'ere jnvcrltoried i]1 the NAT is a
s-vstcDr that also ca1i map out areas ofsignificaot
intcrest such as areas \.!here marshland. vemal
pools. ctc- c\ist - it} essencc thc ercas thet
,lrorrld,r.r h. Jr:..urbro br .rr;'ni p. lcnninP.,,r
huilding upon. So $'hal needs to be donc no\r
\lilh tllcsc arcas is lo dovclop some 'ground
rules' abo[t ]row these tueas rvil1 be managecl.

Obviously. nliuy ditlcrcnt organizati()ns u'i]1 bc
intcrcsted in tlre land usc rncnagenlent - t'iut1els.
dcvelopels, plal1lli:rs. Daturalists, aggregatc-

lnlncr\. cl(. \o thc Troblenr" or' pcrhJp, trl
shoukl sir),. the 'necessily is to conle 10 some

basic agrccmcnls on how the land in Niagara

rvill be rucd - alreertcnts thal evcn'one can

acccDl.

'l hat phrase "agrccments that cleryonc can

accepl" is crucial. We knorl alreurdy. t'rom

varjolrs cverts happcning in our Peninsula. horl
serioLrs the ar-gu11 cnts ovcr lend-usc call be.

,\nd. ulti,natel]. erer'y land_use issue beconcs
an issue of give-iu1d-taklr. What the 'ground
rules'neecl to do is 1(} evaluetc, on a scientific
l'c.,.. r'1,.1 rculd b< ihe .lc't J5c.,'l Jtt\ v,\Jll
parccl ol land - pcrhaps not the singic best usc -

but al lcast the 1]lost acceptable LLses \t-ithill tl']c

bounds of good scie[ce And $'hen tlrc
scicntifically-determincd bcst uscs can be

decidcd. then everl potenlial user will Lno*
u,h1' a prrcel of lud is lreing designated tbr a
cenain puryosc.

Oka,v. if J-ou'rc siill u'ith tnc. irere is the
-What Next?''. Thc mec.hanism bcing dcsigned

lor land managenlent in 
^-iagam 

is whal is

callcd the Natural Heitage S)stem (NllS) In a

Naluri1l i{eritagc Svslem. l'arious altributes of
the landscape are evaluated and their inrpoltance

is ranked Lr1'using criteria aglccd upon bl lhe

vaious stalieholdcrs u'ho are intcrestcd iD tilc

lancls to be nranagcd-
(Continucd)
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NHS slslefi dcpelds upon all stakeholders

ing tlleir li ld use needs. iurd oraking

'T}IIS 'N THAT

ometinles spacing in a ne*slctler iusl
doesn't u'ork out- 'fllat's r\'hen you gelcompromiscs lbr thc good of all ln thtj case of

the NHS 1() bc d$,elopcd tbr Niagara. the

st:LkclrrrlJir' ''..c h*',t :r:'.(nlbl(J irrlo ir

Scenarier Devclopmc[t leam what this 'fcanl

will do. ovcr thc next 1i\\ n1ord1s. is disctlss thc

aspccts ol the laodscilpc thal thcv consider

d\jsirablc 10 relain aud presenc. alld dcvelop b)
collseisus a preltrrcd hcritage system dcsign

Thcr' :iil discuss such l'catures as: Habitats ard

rcq;ireircnls ol specics at lisk: Wildlife hahitat

antl borv manl and horv iarge thcir natural areas

n('(O 1,, l-\'. I rl,]L( \CFe'.ti, n c''nlIlUl'iti('' rtr

thc ecos)stenl; IIldr'ologic fcatures tllat

nlaintain a hcalth! \\atcrshed; Socio-political

constraiits r'rhich elcompass the cxisti[g land

Lrses such as l'itrks zurd urbar areas.

bits'r-l)iles $at didn'l fit an]where elsc. ([d.)

r lrec\ro'Lrl,irrl.hrlilin. Iher- ..r( 'rut:lr" on:

Saturday. Nov.6, 10:00 a.tlr. Roman Olszowski

leads a moss/lichen rlalk. \\"oodend Cons Area

Saturda)'. Nov.13. 12:10 pm. B:-ian Cah'c]1

lcads a n'alli at the Arboretum ar1 \'incland lles'

Srarion. plus a talk b,v Petel Ker'an on l_rce

Polljnation irl Rittcnhousc Hall al 2:00 p.m.

t.rlrrrd. :. D.c.l l. Brirn l'rir.t.lcaJ.rr'"uti'rp
to llo1a1 Botaaical Gardens lol a gl€enhouse

ualk i Vicloriau (lhrisrnlas at Duudum Cxslle.

Saturda]', Jan.0l. 20ll Brian Calren leads a

hikc on thc Lyrln Valley Iiail frail in Pot Dovcr'

Dlus *atching e Poldr Bear Plunge' and

attcnding a lrcc fiddie party at the Ilarbour

nuseum. Bring a lood-bank donation'

NEW BOOKS

^Niaqara tlirds" br .lohn Black & l(a\o Ro\

rll \ou r-\el I lr.rrd ," rlri' n rc' 'rlri"" hlr
.,'rr'n...nl $55.u0. .lrrr.' lr.,n' l,re irrrlr"lS:

.._{ntar.ctica - First Journey" b"v GcofiieY

Cirpentier. lhe author is a rclirec fiom lhe

Ontilio Milistrl ol-the Env onmcnt who has

bccn tlaleling to Anlerctica fbr 5 ycals as a

lcctll1er and naturalisl. Thc book col'els

evcr\.tliit1s a trar'elcL rvould rccd 10 knolrf on a

triu io Aitarctica - pliu ing the trip: medicai

issues: u'eather'ancl clillate; tourisrn ru1csl intb

on *ikllit'c; choosing a ship; ald more (Thc

euthor itas ollerccl to co e to spcak lo thc ?liN)

"where thc Wild Things Were" by William

Stoltzenburg. Thc author argues conlincingly

rlr:rl l-rLc urrlri\ol(: allJ fl(JJlur' _rc nr'c''_ \
,. ,n.,in.i ,-,lr. r,tlr' t'rirorurrcnt' \\e cuulJ

thiflk about that rc thc moosc in Newtbrrndlcnd!

1i20.00 flllN. froln Blooomsbu) LISA

whcn thcse disoussions have lcd lo scvelal

uu..ibl. ,.ftiur.. ll,r 'r lr('filJ't' -)'t(m Llcsien J

;,,'npL,r.r pros..,m uxrlcJ \l:r'rirn uillnrodcl tlre

slstcnl alld analvze what improvcments can he

maclc tl)at $oulcl be agrecable to all thc

stakeholder grollps. Ior exanple. Ivlarxan might

bi fr.rcr.,nxt'.d 1.' proJtrc- I rr:rp hat 'lro't ''
ntniec,i,1l.t r d:.ired \o o ol luru "ulsidc 

trrbrrr

l,r,arr,"' "' hcirg lirc'reu. in'tc"d 'rr' tlre

cu[e]1t estimate of Y9/o lblesled. Thcn. the

rulrrpJt('f ''r'qlll hc JsNcJ t., sh.'\\ llrc ( llccl nl
irrcrea,illr lortsreJ lJrrd lo /"''..'rd l'os tr''
would cliangc il nore land lvas required k)

ilicludc rernii pools - or lvhirt il'rlore t-armland

!\rs rEouircd in an area \,hcte the soil was

ronroDrirrc. I lrimll<ll. thc ferrrn uill 'rc'i! r :'

',"".." 
" f'-" l' r lnrl scin! l'e lc r'l "o tl rL

e!cr-)one's requirements arc met adcquatel-\" b,r_

gane;a1 agreenent, in a coopcratir'e and ron-

col1tiontationaI aPProach

\thcn lhe Sccna o Dclelopnrcnt Team hale

clone thcir rvork. thc rcsLrlting Natulirl lleril,ge

Srslen Plan for the l{egion will be gi1ei1 to ar

Oureacb ancl l'lducation Committee' rvho *ill
disserninate irllbrmatior aboul the NHS Plar1 to

lhe Duhlic. lnurlicipalities ard stakeholdcrs As

the Teams proceed $ith lheir uork' I lvill tr! 10

kecp 1ou itifouncd aboul thcir progrcss' (JP)

Ocrober 2010
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EVENTS OFINTEREST

ST. CATIIARINES CIIRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
STINDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2O1O

COORDINATOR : MARCIE JACKLIN, 905-871-2577

PLEASE coNTACr Jo}IN oR MARYPoTTER (905-892-2566)

IF YOU ARE WILLING TO HELP AT THE 
.AFTER'BIRDh]G PARTY'

LAKE ONTARIO MID-WINTER WATERFOWL SURVEY
(DUCKCOIJNT)

SUNDAN JANUARY ??, 2011 @ArE ro BE DETERMTNED)

COORDINATOR : JOHN BLACK 905-684-0143

PARTrcrpATIoN ls LIMIrED - PLEASE CALLJoHII B. BY DECEMBER 15,2009 FoR DETAILS

The Peninsula Field Naturalists Club
i '."-..fr*i.*Lm trarled in 1oi4 wiLh lhe objeclires lo presewe wildlile and proEct iLs habilal

,^ .'.*.ru n.b-lic inLerest in and a kno /ledge ol the nznfal hislory oftbe area and lo promole'

#;;;d-;".;;. *itb orsanizationslnd individuals having similar inter€sts ard objectives'

Affiliaiii uirn Onrario Natue tex-io\ ) and NalureCatrada'

P.O. Box 23031, RPO Carlton, St Catharhes, ON' L2R 7P6

Tht' Perinsula Naturalist Nc\rslctter

fr?i1^/i,'.J I'cbruary. April, october
(:i,"crlrti,l. i:0 recipienls per issue

The Edilor !.lconlcs \ritten articles or art\rork on arry

natural histor\ lopic. tlandw.itten arliclcs arc accepted:

I rjo..ibr(. .r'ea.c +.0'l'll llpc!\rrflcll rn:ci('. .crrlplrl( I

l lf,. or .'.,, lo inlPotlcra lAIkrrircle\s'ca ( ulou

^.lrJl ('l- L..". 1lan'inv J4'clc' ir( $cl(''mr' \11

,,1. '. ", ,u,.'. $i' l'e .r. ceprcd lrrre "risir"r' rtr

n,.t;r-l)e. 1 ,l(\ -rc berr.r.ui'ed ro plnro col\irrr'
i.r, ;clea- ;r,d '.'rr.tru.tire crlliL'-rl rre rl'An)'

Edit\tiol Solf: Johr Pottar

Ln be t I i ttg/M dilit 1g : Ka,\ Snltth

- nlcase send sublTrissiofls to the atrovc address -
Dendlincs {or sul)nlissions 2010:

.Ian.28; AP I 10; ScPt' 31)
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