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PRISIDI'N]''S ]!IESSACE _ MAY 201O

fn .p-i -.r. r,ri re. r collc.rion ul r:uiu,rs triri:r
I u.,,. l' I p' r,p. frri. rpplic' trr o'r.rIiz, i.'Ial
nervslctters as \1eli as 1o other aspects of lifc. So

hcre goes...

'fhe PFN has a ncw mailing address. not nruch
dillcrcnt from lhe old ol1e. but inrportant to be

arvar-e o1. Bccause the hosts (Shoppcrs Drug
Mafl and Canada Post) saw ll1 to movc postal

scNicc to a new storc on Carlton SlIcct. our
address is no\\ |

Peninsula Ficld Naturalists Cllub
PO. Box 23031. Ctrlton llPO
St. Catharines ON I-2R 7P6

Wc kcep the sirorc box numbet and postal code.

hul lluL "('Jrll,'n RPO i. rir,rl lL, r(ce'!inp. ur
mail!

Keeping lhe PIN operating costs money. \\t pa)'

rcni to Nlountainvie$ United Chulch tbr our
meelitlgs. \&e donatc an honora uDr to spcakcrs.

\!s irr(rr':rluLt $4 erpen.u pLl'rrlenrbcr ln lrint
ancl ail the [c$sletters to those rvilhott c-rnai].

Ar,v member wl,o has not paid their CiLrb dues

ior 2010 is norv lieeioading. If unsurc, ask lhian
(lalvcft about your status. 't'r"rtll saidl

fiially - Presjdcnt \\' 1tcd! It is limc (and maybe

past-time) that yoLtr Prcsidenl rclincluishcd the

chair to an eicrgctic nlcn]bcr. Pleasc contact any

mernbcr of thc Board to vollrnleer as a ne''v

B.,rrd,n.,',1'a, or I'r isidcrt.irl iiutJid.,'e.

BIRDBANDING AT ROCK POINT P.P.

A L ar lrsl lool r,ru ,,roulJ never erpcct .lint
.f\sn,-th. Lhc Ma'tcr B.rnJrr Jl ru( IIalJ.n and

Bird Banding Statioi at liock Point Pro\incial
Palk- to be aliaid ofa bird. Ol course- that lDight
depend ol1 $hcthd the bird happened lo hc aD

irritatcd hawk in a callvas bag, aDd .lim's iob
rcquircd him to remove thc hawk from tire bag.

,\ 1'airl-l large man. Jim is al1 cxpert at lhe afi of
handling birds. IIis size belies thc dclicate touoh
that his ohosen ploltssion requires. Allcr manv
years ol leardng thc techniqucs of working with
birds. djsc tangling thon] liom mist-nc1s,

holdiig thcrn colrectly rvhilc \\eighing and

sexing thcm. dctermining ihcir age and hcalth,
and uppl)ing small bidds to thcit'ank1es. Jjm has

rcachcd the slatus of Vaster Bander. a litle which
,rlro rcqrrrrc, *r'itir; cr.rn. iLrrJ I'r..irg ruriu.r'
tesls to achieve. Still, thc ha\\'k in lhe bag was an

occuffeDce \hich Jim clear]) $ould rathcr not

repeat - ard is an insidc.ioke bel*ccn Jim and

thc assislanl u,ho pu1 drc hawk i]1 the bag after
taking i1 out ofa rist nct.

h his plesenlalion on lebruaD 22. ably assisted

by his uifc Gerda, Jim explaincd horv his

irtercst in birds bcgar at an carl) agc, with a

Golden Ilook 01'Bjtds purioincd liom tllc school

libraD'. Later iu lifc he learncd about birds tiom
.1,'h,t \li'e\. r,r (\fcrr :n llrc l'elJ. "n'l hi. crr((r
rvas iaunched. I lis cLlnent wolk as \{as1cr

Bander is obviotlsl) a labour oflove.
(llrri'd on next Prge:



.linr explained ho\\, lhree locations - Rock Point,
Dr1,Lake. and Ruth\.c11 at Cayuga - arc in thc
Haldirnand llird Banding group. Iic
conrplinlenled the \!luntccrs, somc pacsel1t at thc
Nccli[g. lar tircfu elIo s. und Dotcd thal suppor-l
luids liorr rhe Niagara lalls Nalure Club.
Triiiiurl Foundation. aDd TD Friends of the
I n\ runnrrr)l .lrppon 

'l.c \ork al lirc (l:lriorr,.

Jim dcscribcd thc bird-handirg process. 1!-.idr thc
hir(ls beiig caught io rrisl-nels. rctdeved a d
placed in bags to hc lakcD 1(] thc Nlaslcr Baider-
who superviscs data collection fbr each bird and

bands il belore it is released. C;ol,ernnrlrnt
pc ts a.e required lbr each species bandcd.
Some, suclt as thc Ilumnlingbirds. are no1

baoded but reccivc a daub ol paint $hich lvill
n-Brk thc 1'acl lhat the), hale bccr caught au,J

releasecl. Llawks arc no.nrall] llq! bagged. as

nlcntioned abL'\'c.

Over thc past tcn years, ftom:16 to 93 spccics of
birds have bccD bandecl at Rock Poinl. usually
:"n rr .i000 biruc fcr \(.irr. ll'( nLIibcr. 11r'"rr,
liom 119.+ iDdiriclual hirds in 1005 to 5109 iD
2001. ln 1009. Jim personally banded 1509
birds. lle adnils to a pafticular lovc of\larblers.
and shoqcd a nunber of photos of his spccial
favoritcs. IIe also had graphs of lhc nurbers of
some spccies in the past decadc. sho\\'ing that

many species arc dcciining, inciudilg Kinglcts.
r\merican Goldlinoh. and in panicular Yellorl'
\\'abler Yclh\,v \tohrhier nurbcts mal rellcct a

r-eduction ofthc suitablc habitat in tllc arca.

Chickadccs appear to be particulirrly plone to

bcing recaptiLtcd in thc mist i1els. .lim reportcd

sornc birds bcinp recapluled as ofteD as I I tilnes.

possibly becaLtsc the) brccd in lhc alca Irnd alc

lthactcd to thc leeder nct. He conmentcd dril]'
thct net avoidancc is nol a strongh leorncd

concept tioln one oalclt to tbe ncxt. He also

mentioned that apparcndy dccr $,i11 eat bjrds
cauglrt in lhe nels - as e\ idenccd by l:lcc[ lracks

car the nels and feathers lound on lhe ground.
Decr here also been ho\{n 10 rlrll right ihrough
lhe misL-rlels. obviously not secing thcm whcn
loping rhrough rhe arei].

9'1,ANNUA.L N,I.\PLE SYRT]P FE,sT

'Fh- Jrr ., -rr-rnlr .r['ouL L-tLil,{ out ir Lh.'

I .,nrr"L,,.L .'uul rr.'-to.r. . rrrt'irnr rl,olrelr I
pr.l\'i\ \\'r(r( llr. n i=lrt r'c .o n. birJ. -rrJ
possibil orhel ilems of interest. and tlnall)'
cndilg up at onc of thc loca] fanns that has a

sugar-bush and a pancakc housc. if there are

olhcl ti]lks \\'ho haven't bccn sccn firr a 1e'w

monlhs- Lhlli's:rlso a bonus.

On March 6. thc Pancakc-Day Outing. 1ed by
.lohn Pottcr and atlended bl about 20 or so

rr.rrrl_.'" ct tl'( ll.('.' \atlrr- l lrrb. flu\ \ ict o-'.
nlet ,t.e e\1.... rti,,n.,,t Inn.t , l'll,c lJflt.il.., i..
The \c[u. u,as the Ilimi]ton Sho[ Flills
SaDctu.try ii No(h Pclham. I he walk wils sort of
about \\in1cr lree recognjtion, cxcept iar thosc
rllo rlerc rrror'e intclcstcd in Chickadccs.
Nuth:rtches. f itrnicc. Rcd-bell;ed Woo.lpeckcrs.
and anr othcr sigirts oi soun.ls of bild_lil'e or1 thc
propefi\.-

Thc e\pected stick-nest turned out 1(] be a cilrnlp
of glapt-r,inc anci ieavcs hangiag in the uppcr
branchcs o1- a tall n1aple. Thc live Cucurnber

l\lagoolja trees (al1 I of them) u'cte visil'rlc lionr
Lh. rc,rJ ..rn.l ll'c rrr'kcr.. -1.r, .:r* ,hc nr.r. i'.'
log of the old Cucumber Magnolia that icll
sevclal .reals ago.'Ihc birders had sigl'ttings and

sou rJr r sir-l tlr(ir .'r,"tu.ir.rl' rn- rll< corl irl'
sltfime r. -\Dd thc q'hole pany (e\ccpt .,ol1l1 lvith
his cold and N{ar-'-, bcing his dri\cr') enio}cd the

lLnlch rl Whitc Meaclou,s F.lnrs Pancakc I{ousc _

ar lcast I hopc the) did. Any$ay. nobody

collffact.d poison iv)'. (iWP)

I



20IO SU\INIEIt \AI'UIIE C LENDAIT

A veriet\, lrf .rutdoor evenls (not all PF'N-
specific) tbr votu considcmtion- lior Niagera
l:xlls NxlLtr. Ciub \\icrJncsclay cvcning Ndlis,
obtain thcir schcdule. Wailis may be cancelied
duc to bad ueather. so phone the colllect if in
doubt. llrirlg insccl rcpcllant antl suitablc shoes.

Plcrsc carpool as much rs possible. for any
other concelrs. conlact Briall Calvell 9l-15-892-

6267 or oddllndiug(.iyahoo.ca.

ONTARIO ITROGS _'THE IIIBBET EXHIBIl'
Contiflues until J1tl"v 5. 201{}.
Balls Falls (irnsclvation Area has nalure trails to
t$o \lalerlalls e .i c listolical \'illage.
-{.d|rission is 55.50 per adult- or $15 pcr-carload.

so it pavs to carpooll

ALDERSHOT IISCATIP]lItrNT CARI)TiN
Sunday \Ia1' 30, 201 0, 3:00-5r00 p.nt.
Rolal Botarlical Carclcts is having al1 opctt
housc lor llris gerdcn u,ilh a \!'aterf'all and

sculprures. Chccl thc RBG wcbsilc fol dctails.

OWEN SOUND WEEKEND
Junc -1-6. 2010.
Orchids shouid be in bloom. Points of inlcrcst
inclucic lnglis Ftlls Conscnation Arcir. \\est
llocks. l.lorc Estate Gardens. and the Tom

Ihonipsor .\r't Gailcry. Ilriatt Calvert 90'i-li()2-
6)-67

DL Nr.-VILL[ $ALKINC TOURS
Saturdal-. June 12.2010, 10r00 a.m. 3r00 p.m

I lree eas) "liails Opetl'' \\'alks alorrg d1e Clar)d

RiIcr. lhe RiYersidc Ccnlett'1) and dol\'nt.r\rn
Dunnviile. $'c wiil caryool from Niagara at 9:0(l

and r-elax in thc park bettcctl walks. Il ng a

picnic 1unch. Briau Calvefi 905-892 6:67.

PIrh" FIREMAI{'S I'AllI{ PICNIC
Sundav. .lune I ll. 2010. 10:00 a.nt.

Thc iurnual Peninsula Field Naluralists 'end-ol:
season ' picnic uill start at lrircman's Park, maiu
picnic erea, Mou,tain Rd at Dorchcstcr Rd.
Niagara lrails. Bclbrc lunch. thcrc rvill be a u'alk
cround the park. Bilbeque lunch et noor,. All
tood supplied lohn Potter 905-892-2566.

FIRtr[LY CONVtrNTION
'lucsda-r'. .lLrne 22. 2010. 9:00 p.m.
See llo!v these insccis carl gcnc[tc lighl withoul
heal! Hrurdrecls ol thcrn congregate llear thc
bli,.1gc in lb*n & CounlrJ Palk. al rhe cnd r>1'

Aberdeei Clirclc. ot-l Northciitl in soutir 51.

Catlrarines. ilrian Calvcri 905-392-6267

ELORA \l'tr]IIKENI)
Jute 26-27. 2{)10
We plan to visil spectacular Elora Corge, tour
nieny histor'ic stone buildings aod erljol tlle
Rivcrlolk l\lusic and Art lestival. Brian C'alvcrt
905-892-6267.

ASl'IIONOMY NIClIT
Saturday. .iuly 2'1. 201i)
lhc lloyal Aslrononical Societl' ,lf CaDada
(rrrvrv.:rstro no m1 niagara. cou. 9 0-5 -91 5 -9i 5 5 )
hosts stargazing i11the everirg b) f)jls Lake t1car

dre campglou d in Chippe*a Creek

Conscrlalio[ Arca, on Rcgional Road 45

u.rll,u.'.1 . r \\<lbirLllr^-i Brirr, 1"ur turi''.itr.
lf lou wish lo carpool alld explorc lhe

corscrvatioll arca eallicr in thc day, contact

Briarr Cahcrt 905-892-6267.

}I UL}II JR ITILLS WtrIIKtrNI)
Jrrl1 30 August 2. 2010.

ll\plore the Niagara Escarpmelt south of
Colllrgwood \r1th motaincs- eskers atld kames

covered b,._ lbrest and f'armland. S\"in1 jtr 
^ 

5 .x]r'e

spling-i'ed pond. (labin or campsilc at Unicamp.

near llolreywood. Iiclude-s Saturday night clance

-nJ \ rro.] rri;lrt -l.rrt lro!\ I " l\ r(\!'raJ'iorr'
adviscd. Briari CaiYcr-t 905-892-626'7 .

/



STJ M]VIER NATURtr CALtrND,A.R CONT'I)

W-ITH FIIONDS I,IKtr TIIDSE, WHO
NEEDS A\E\{ONES?
SatLirda!. August 7. 2010. 9:00 a.nr.

N.lee1 in the St. John's Conservation Area parking
lot oli Iloilo\ I{oad ro look tbr lirns anrl \\'i1cl

llou,ers in a maturc Carolineat lbrcst. Brian
Calvert 905-E92-6267.

QUEf,NSTON HEIGHTS
Wcdnesdat, August I 1. 2010- 7:00 p.Dr.
'lhc Nitgara lalls NrluIC' Cllb mccts ut lhe

BrLrce'llail cairn lor ao easl'*alk around l.ocust
Grovc rnd a look around the ne\\, Ouccnslon
B dge buildiogs lbr nativc planls and a rcof top
prairie. Win Laar' 905-262-505 7.

I)I,-,CIiW FAI,LS MORI{IN(;S'TAR NIII-L
SLrnda! Augusl 15.2010,9:00 a.m.

Nlccl al the Open Llousc. \lith denlonslralions (]1'

blacksrnithing. spinting aod hand sto11c grirl.ling
'lllcy sell tlour'. btan and corn oleall \\ie will
rvalk thc Bruce liail ti, vietts of Der:et l"alls
and Lake N{oodic. Note: tlre Decew Road bridge

ncar Meritrville Higii*ay nrighr not bc:epiaccd
yet, so it rnight be easier 1br you 1(] gct there

liom Pclham Ro.td. Briau Calvert 905-892-6267

IIIiARTI,AND FOIIi]ST
\\iednesda!. August 25" 2010. 7:00 p.m.

Thc Niagalr falls Nalurc Club mccts on lhc \lcst
sidc ol Kalal ltoad belwecn Browt lload and

Chippora Crcck lload. Niagam l"alls lo look al

arrphibians. tlccs allci flowers Paul Philp t)05-

t94-2721.

want to receive 'The Peninsula Naturalist' by
email?

IiO(]KWAY IALLS WALK. N,I,A.IICH 28/IO

r\bout a dozen \laikcls met .rt 10:00 a.m. a1 the

Rocku'a-v Conimunitl' Centre lbr a walk it'l the
valley akrng filreel]-Milc Cleck. letl by }3rian
(lal\'en. we began b-v vic\{ing the upslreanl
sll1allcl lalls on lhe soutli side of thc bridge on
I'.-lham Road. \\,hcrc Brian pointed out thc \\,idlll
cf the prescnl Crcck berl, comparing ir \\ith dre

lalgcr cut-arvay horse-shoe shapc of the blockl'
Lockporl rock. Wc tlen rnade our rval
dou,nslrcanr to a viewing poini of the highcsl
]'alls. llelc the various rock la)cls (l,ockpoft
lormationi RochesleL fi)llnation: Irondequoit.
Thorold. Crimsbl') \\'crc reudiiv seen. Br-iiln

dcscribed the various layers. cxlllaining thc
dill'crcnce betrvccn limestone a d dolomite
(\\tich contii[s rtlo] c nragnesium. and is hardcr
rl .-n ll.csror (r. lll( Rocrrestcr lumrti.tt i5

shalc, rvhich appcarcd darkc. aud crulnblcs
.r.ilr inrtr 5rr,r (r ll'f,.1n(rr,': .h rlc o icrr'.rrcs

from comprcsscd cla!. As \tc contillucd alollg
d()\rn-strcam- Brian rcnlarked on fomations
which have colchoidal liacturcs and ]ook much
Iike hugc nrussel-sheli surlaces. Latcr, we tlcrc
shown places rvhcrc the receding glacier had

dragged small rocks acloss largcr blocks ol
iiineslone, causing slrialions ll poioting towa.d
thc souihwcst. .,\loig the patL *e occasionally

ca lc across olher. morc recenl Striatiois. the

\\ui\ ,.1 ,n.,\!n,nbil.' l{nnr 'r { 
'ls,'cu 'Li JJ\. J

runniig comrrcntarJ oi mosscs atrd ]ichcm as

$'e ]nadc our \ra) dour 10 Nhere a remnant of a

rlam spumcd the crcck. Blian said rhat rhelc had

bccD a saltrvorks in tlie valLey ai one timc- On a

..,unl. o. r, (l or,r.r.rp.. P.rl'po.l1 fct'n 'r'
prevalcnt: a tiN Mks had nc\l lealcs o1- Sharp-

lobcci ilepatica starti g: and a considerable

nulnbcr of tree spcoies \\'cre no1cd. 1\'hic1-I

included numctous snlall-diarnclel Hop

Hornbeam (lronrvood) stcms. llain had bcen

predictcd lbr lhe mor ng. but lbrtuDatel) jt hcld

off unlll rnid-aftcrnoon. b-'i 1lllich time rve wcreIfso, send a request with your email address

to: jmpotter@talkwireless.ca ' It's that simple'

iviay 2010

I



NATI Vtr CO.\_NEC]TIONS WI'I'H NATURtr

n I \4,(1, l- d. .liJI \\:lltorJ prL,\ iJ\J ..[
\-/ n b.rrrt \. :rr.t rhnLr!ht pro\o\.n- inripl.r
iDto i\_or!h ,\Drerican natircs' relationship u,ith
their sutrouldings. lcaving a gooclly nurrlbcl of
the Pcninsul.i Field Ntturalisls mcmbers and
gucsts wilh lDLlclt to londer As hc cxplained irr
thc discu-<siou al'tcr his lalk. Jim's obsclratiorrs
-r< jur,.l.t u r<l 1,1 Ir'" c\tcrr'\e elp(ri(,rj...
with C)ricDlel thcoloqv such as Taoism and
Buddhisnr. as r.ve11 as bl mcditation. and tlom
his imceslry as paft Mohavik and pafl Illacklbol -
''East ficcts Wcst" as hc put ii.

lim began by skelcling a medicine-wheel.
Doti[g tlut the four si.qnificant po]nts on ihc
u,heel derote the tbur directions N E W S. ancl

that dlcy rclaLe 10 the Elcmcnts Flal1h. Watcr. Aii
alld Fire. He also explained that the medicine-
rvl'rccl is bascd on thc six-poirrt.d snorvllalie.
lrhere the t\o extra poiDts reprcscnt thc
Subconscious and S[pcrco]lscious states of
beirg. \lost of oul intcraclions arc at lllc
Conscious lc\cl. Ry rotaling the nredicire-\rheel
-l' Jclr-... tlr. t*" ar.s.rl llrL \\lrc.l llr(r p.,i,rr
i1r thc dilcctions of the two prcvailing uinds in
Norrh Ailcrica (SW !o NE. and N\\rto Sll).

Each Elerrent has mcaning. For eriample,
rcli'ning to \\ater- lim noled lat water or thc

ocean is seen as the snm ofall possibilities. limc
can bc thoughl 01'as a llo$ing river. $hich is ill
c,''r.l:I,l (lr.rt', c JrrJ r'<\sr ll'. (. nle l\^iJe.
Species rclated to \Vater include Lhe \\iillou
(represcnting tlexibillt-v), the Damsellll (rafi ich

shorvs adaptabilitl in ils various lifc-stages) and

thc Kingfisher (\.!hich iidicates frospcril). and a

tcn.lel1cy to dir e Iight in). Air lcl;rs 10 wisdom.
Birds are colsidered iresscngcr-s. and black bilcls

are spccial. iD tlrat thc cololLr black denotcs
'J \'r.''rl \!i.Lrur1 . I ir'; is .etrr Js reprc.cl,lilr!
combining lhings. joirling the old with the ncw

(as ashes ind llew wood coltlbil1e). The heal
lronl a lirc 110\\s downhill. as does \r'ater.

Jirr alludcd to man! animals. bilds. plants and
plrr"i.rl rI.l li'..iu(', I lJr l -r. ,pc. ial n c, irr".
to the NaLive Americans. A L$ e\alnples - Frogs
arc a slmbol ol fanslbrnalion; Dccr rcfrcscnt
awaLencss anci gcnlleiess and decr aDtlcrs arc
s)l1lbolic 01' higher pcrccplion; l3utterflics
slnlbolizc transld ration: Spiders suqgest a
\raitillg lbr a lc$,ard to cone. and that \lc should
tr-usl u,hal \.ye lee1. Clarrails arc special hecause
the\: react *.ilh scvcral Lllcmcnts. liolr lla h.
lhrough \\rater- to -A.ir SLluilrcls remi .l Lrs that
\\'e. like them. can learn hJ doing and develop
trusl ir ourscLvcs. Among plal1ls. lhe l'iie lrce
symbolizes ircalth and ctcrniil liici Sprucc
acpLasanL Dcw r()alizalions; Henlock stands fur
doing arvay $ith: lviaple rcpresents a practical
expression ol rnind: and Oak dcnonstrates slou,
blrt mighl\'erowlh.

Earl-v in his taik. Jinr nrcntiolccl thc Lrow and
arou as s,"_nrbolizing a human couple. the nlan
being reprcsentcd b! the boll. the \oman the
rrr.\\. \.'lurrr-i\. ..rcl, i. lu.t e .t.ck ol r lieie
of str'lng - n)gether they join ft)rces and
complcmcnl cach othcr'.

{lolours. nurnbers, shapcs of ilcllls such as round
stones. nll havc mcanings. He also gavc thc
e\ample ofhow $c usc (or doll't us.) our sellses.
h\ lclli-= L. .!,\\ n-,,\l ol lo1-nrli\( .,.'ie'\
nlainly (Lses lhelr eves oily. IIc slated that a

Native enlcring a lorest nlight stop aDd look
around. then close l'ris cvcs and lislen. then smcll
the air. then grasp a leal and 1'ccl its texture and

shape. a d finalll bite i! arrcl tastc it - all of thesc

actioDs crcating a sellsc of the Forosl. Ilvcn rvidl
seli-eliilcillg colnmerrls about his orvn abilitics,
Jinr ra\'e us an insighl into what rvc could gaio if
rve lct Naturc teaoh us br exanlplc. and il' \\'c
lmen' ho\\'to intcrpret the mcdnirgs ofthc \vild.



SToNI'Y CRIEK GEOLO(;Y OU1'IN(]

Qc ttr,l:r. \.- t0 lir. \rr. ! cuol hur E( ct'..l'J
J'rrnrrr .r.r. 'Lrrr Llrt PfN \-ri \clte,lr-lc,l r.r
ral.c - r ,r...r.cJ i,'Uf ui !eulLrr,i(J i(,..llrfe.
along the Niagara Escalpmenl. llnibfiiuatel].
Brian Cah crt rras unable to lca.l the outiug. due
10 a lamih -reluled issuc. blrt providcd us with ail
thc nccassar) iDlo fbr thc 1rip.

\!e (\,lall. John. i-ee nrld Dorr., assemblcd ai
lleamer Cons.rvaiion Area and anlbicd aloDg the
tuil alound thc uppcr shel{. Troutlil},, llloodru)t
and the o]nni?rescrlt Peri\.vinkle \\ere blooninc.
and Trilliuns werc on the velge of flo\lcring.
T'rom llrian's notes- Jol1ll explirincd about the
town of Griulsby being sited on thc gravel
rcsultjng 111)ln thc tbrDer Lake Loquois \\,hich
once lappcd al lhc basc of the escarpment. Wt
aLso located \\hal rve beiicvc is Peter lie11!'s
arcienl cedar ucc 'The Chost'. a rllere 22.1 vc rs

dd at present.

Fron Bearner. we motorcd along Ridgc Roild
tou'ard Stone] Creeli. rvilncssil]g a Rcd-iailcd
Ha\\,k \,\,ith a small miurrmai firrrly graspcd in its
talol1s ctossing the road ill tiont ofus, just bcfbrc
$e arrived a1 thc Devil s Punch Bowl. The
sighting \.vrs loo quick ibr an!oie 1(] pholograph.

In .rpite ol thc surr thc air rvas cold at the Punch

BoN1. but \\e \ie$ed the i4-nlctrc 1'a11s and the

Ii1\'inc and sccondary lalls downstrcanl (and

do\\ hill). Along the Iavine. besi.lcs rhc
geological laycrs (similar to those at Rock\!a)),
\\e wcic tbftunale 1(] hxve a good vicw of t$o
'Iiudcy Vulturcs perchcd on a lteelinlb. til.ir
\rings Jrdrlially spread (pcrhaps wal]l1iig i1] thc
sun')). Looking out ovcr Lake O[tario. *c cou[l
scc distincl deep arcas in the lake (darker *a1er).
and ihc plomitencc ol l\{ouil Nemo acloss d1c

cnd ol- lhc bal. aLtltulgit $,c were unabic to spot

the sand bars in Harnilton harbour-

Our next and last slop was al the Eranrosa Karsl
Consclvation Arca. a propcltv owned b). the
llanrilton Consen,atio[ ,\uthoril),, and
designared an ANSI {Arca of Natural and
Sclettilic Interesl) by 1Ic OMNI{. \\'c.loincd a
larger grouil of Hanilton Nature ClUb members.
led b1 l,larcus Buck. an cxpefi on karst lcatures-
1or a ()ur oltltjs astounding propefly. A karst is a
geological lbnration, usuallv on ljmcstonc or
silnilar rock, *,hich ilcludes underqroLnld cares.
possirgc-s, streiims :urd sinkholcs lbr'med by the
dissol!ing ofthc rock.'Ihe properl) is aboul 20i:-)

acres (lJ0 ha). and includcs upland tbrest. stream-
beds. and malshv lo!\,lands - a ch variety of'
habitats. ln thc fbrested areas. l,hcrc lincstone
rl;L ," t. rol'. iI( -.. -.r. u hcrc. Jn .tntaz t:
viuiet! of trccs (so1ne delinitel,v old-growth)
ruatagc 1() inscrl their roots inLo thc crcviccs of
thc rock. Sonre of the largcst Black Chelry and
IJop J hrnbeam John has ever sccn gro\r on this
propclt). lvlarcus shorvcd us scveral cave
entranccs. places $'ltere streams emerge and
.lisappear inlo re glound. sinkholcs" a d diy
streambeds $.hich can suddcnll bccome sltcants
.1ier r rain. He also noted that an ad;nccllt
propeny ofabout 80 acres. o\\'ncd by the Ontario
Rcall, Comlan), is also karst land rlich thc
Irdends o1' Ilramosa Karst would likc ro scc
protecled and preser|ed liom deleloprDent. llor
ihe birdels. [aslern Kirlg]cts, Easlcrn Phocbe.
Nutlratch. a Yellorv bellied \l'oodpecker. a llcd-
tailcd IIa\\k. and numercr.rs Chiskadees liy.ncd
up thc aftcmoon.

V)u can obtain a \realdr of inLrnalion by
'eoogling' "Elalnosa Karsl". The wchsile
pr'ovides a rnap of tho ploper'i!. llufierous
descliptions of \rlrat can bc found thcre. and a
series ol short vidcos in rdtich Marcus Buck
leads a vidco 'tour' of the liscinaliig geologici
tiaures of thls unuslral si1e. Ilopefully \\'e can

orpanize anolhcr lrip specilicall,v fbr the PFN to

cxpcrience this man,cllous prolcd).
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LAKE ERIE & ROCK POINT BIRDING

arb \\'est led this expcdition of 10 nembels
on Mar l(i. slarring at the usuai asscurbly

point in Pot Colbonre prorrrptl) at 9:00 a.rr. l he
poucls on Ccmcnt Planr Roed rielded litiic of
inl,.rls1. trLrt beti|e leaving Porl Colbolne areir
some ha.l ,i.l) Rirlg Billed Gulls. Turlie_v'.

\iLlrure- Canada Coose. l{ed-rvingcd lllackbird.
f'omi]lon Cjiickle. Least Fl)catcher and Tlec
S* all,l*.

Numcrous Srvallows (Clit'I, 1iee, Banl) \rere
seen xt \,lorgans Poinl, utere the Trce Sq'allo\ls
\\.crc inhabiling blucbird houscs as usual. ard
Hefing Gull \as along the shore. OD the drire
around Long []cach, I'nrple \{artins r1erc prcscrl
at Lorvbanlis. allhough not in huge numbcrs. It
seemed that the nlein rclion \.vould be et Rock
Poirt PP so u€ headed that wav. 1\ halt-dozen
hugc *ind tulbines \rer-c rot[ling luzilt as \\'e
passcd by. $hich crealed somc discussion aborLt

their size aucl spc.rd.

\t Rock Poirrt I'l'. birds \erc murl mt,re.reti.e.
\tlio\\ \\hrhleN \ele everl'!\-hcrc: and clo*n on
tl:e sho|clinc I{uddy Turnstone. Claspian lcm.
(rreat Blua Tcm. Coumon Tern, Semi-palmatccl
Sandpipei. Sponcd Sandpiper, Leasl Sandpipcr.
BLrlLichead- Nlalierd. and Dunlin \"-erc about.

Oi]'-shor.. Corl11ol:aDts skimmed the r!atcr- In the

\\ooded arcas. \\,e caught glinlpses of ileltimore
oriole- Rosc-breasted Crosbeak. Bluebird.
\\iarbling Vil.o. American Robin. White-
Crosnecl Spafl-o$, Gray Catbird, ltllow-shrlled
Flicker, !aslern Kingbird, Clhipping Spanou-.

Iluby-cro$rred Kinglct. Killdec. and Black-
capped Chickadce. Ar1 Anlcric 11 Lady Bullelfl!
added to the colour-parade.

At llLnch lime. birdirg ahlost strpplanted

nlunching. ds a largc laptor arrjled i[ a rlealb]

cc. Alier nuch discussion and usc of hinocs

and scopes. the concensus \\'as that thc bird \'\as

ao iml]rature Iledtailed Llawk. A1 lhe Moseic
Ponds ncar Port \4aitlaurd, a divirH \\aterbird
crcalcd solrc conl'usioll, bcing ID'd
Bulllehead and also as a Rednecked
belbrt: being gelelall,v accepted 1'or \!hat it r'as.
a Rudcll Duok. Canada Goose, S\lanlp Spal.rou.
Salannah Spano*,. Sho -bi]]ed l)olvitcher and
Tur*ey Vullurc rvcre also noted.

Cu,J ...,tlrcr. =ooJ bi d13l \o hii"rcrc on
cycbalisl

Somcho\v. bc1*.crl l]aiti nnd iho Gulfoil spill,
this old iblksong slill seerrs relelanl 10 loda)'...

"The Timc OfNIaD"

ahce lhere \\'ere trces and a river.
onle lhere was grass r\llcrc \ra sland.

once therc were songs about riShts instead ofwrongs
once $as The Tinre Oi Man.

\\c I e.rd r\e dnllnrin! lilL rlIIi,le,.
wc sau,thc clouds rise at daun.

thcr c.}lnc ihe .ailr. as \r'e rvarched anrl pra,'-cd iu
!ain.

thcn all was s1ill, ell \!es gone.

Crass docso ! grow on the hillsidcs,
the lrees shrinli and die ir1lhe sun.

,.., \.r) ro lr .l< Ir\ lil.L b rb\ ' e\c'
',r" Ih( da'r'dEe rir.'u(ad '\e do'r(.

'I'hcy didn t kno\t in the Old limc,
r,< ea-l' , thl .he t.ec. $cre lo Jrlrc
the).didn't know in lhc OId Timc -

Or Carc...

Once there wcre trees and a rivet
oirce thcrc ras gmss wlrcrc )ou stand.

.irce there $crc soDgs about rights Irrslcad olwrorrgs
once rvas The l'inre 0fNIan.

(Thc Limelilcrs. 1961,)

ase
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EVENTS OFINTEREST

PFN FIREMAN'S PARK PICNIC

June 13,2010. 10:00 a.m.

The aEEuaI Penirsula Field Naturalists (end-of-season,, picnic will start at Fireman,s park, main
picnic area, Mountain Rd at Dorchester Rd, Niagara Falls.

Beforts lunch, there will be a walk around the park

Barbeque lunch at noon. AII food and drhks supplied
Please advise if you require egetarian or other specialty food.

John Pottu, 905-892-2566.

The l'enirsul:r Field Naturalists Ctub
A non-p'o1ll organiTarion staricd in 1i jl wirh ,re objecti\]es lo preseNe *,it.ltitc ond prorect its trabitat.
10 promole public intcrcsl and a knowlcdge olthe natual hisnnt ol rhe area. rnd to prornotc,
cncourage and coopdrte iith organiz-,i.,fls aDd nrdividuals havins simila. nrrcrests and objecli!es.
Alllliated \!ith Onta.io Natuc (c\ lr( N) and Nalurc Crnada .

P,O,8or 23031, RPO Carlton, St, C&tharincs. ON. L2R7P6

Thc Peninsula Naturalist Ncwsletter

1r,/Ar?.1 Fcbrlr ). Aprii. October
('Dr ulotion l:0 rccipicnls pcr issue
llre Editoa rrclcorucs waitlcd arlicles oa arllvork on an\'
narural histori topic. llandlvritlen afiiclcs are acccpted;
if pos!iblc. plcisc subrril llpcwrillcn aniclcs. compulcr
dlsks. or enrail to inpottera4ltalkrvir€loss.ca. Colour
ph.tos (ipg) accompanyrg anicles are welcoDle. All
pieces of an\ork \r;ll bc cceptcd; lir)c drawirrgs arc
prclirable. as rhe) are be11er suited to photo coplirg.
Ne\r ldcas and constructive criticisn are alrvars

E I i t o t i tl Sti ff J oh t1 P ottel
I-ibc iry/Mnilinr:: Ka,\ S\\ith

- please send sirbmissi( s to lhe above address -
Deadlires for subnlissions 2010:

Jflr.28; -{p l 10; Sept.30

2OO9IIO PFN EXECUTT!'E

I1-esidenf
Past Paes,

Secretar,,.

l"lcn,bcrshjp
lln\iaoInl.^ul

Direclor

Direckn

Director

Ronlan Olsze!vsk;

\\'endy Bradle]
Don Nlinchin
Ilrian CaLved

Barbara Auslir
Joh BIack
llfoira Davidson

Bryan Joulc
l)on Stevenson

905-892-2566
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