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PRI'SIDENT'S }IBSSAGE _ FtrB. 201O

wli:*':'Jfi i:,"JY"T: i:"il:-,I:;',"",],
months might bc lbrgivcn if the)'\ c arrived al

thc corclusiou that Nature has gone nuts.

Record snorvlalls in \\rashington DC.

c:rrtlrqurLc. irr II.itr. floo.liIp in llrc \rncrii'n
j,, rth\\(.1. rruJ.lrdr. i.r \lc\ico. l(-\\ 'no\ irr

fic tlK. rain on the Oltmpic paradc in
Vancouver i.!nd thrt's iust a quick sampLe of
rccenl ltappcnings around the planet.

lr' rrrir,; o lrn(lcr.l.rn.l Nhirl 's lrrnncnlnv. i'r

rrui.'.rl lruntirr,,,.l'iorr. .ontl'ct'r,ts opirri"ns :rtc

i-ii,, ..p'..*o. llr.''c are thos- \rlr'r drrr\ lhrl

hu,nans are ail'ecting clinlatc_change- I'he-v

l,ol'lld havc LLs believc thal this strange lvcather

i. i'rst bt':rr!:' :r' .r\rr:ll fl h r\e nr) o\ rr

.'pin,.,,,,n lh3. rL,oic. J' dn ll'.'n\ ulllcr lorl I i'

Ho\\J\cr 'l c re.l !i'l ul llle J_yunlcll :\ lo
decide wlrethcr wc rc expeliencing'natural_

climate-change (\ lich \roLLld conle about

rcsardless of uhatcver humarrkind is doing)' or

'himan+nade' cli ate change (as a resull of

hunt:lr. ccli\ilies. li\c rcler'rn; erucs'irc
greenhouse gasses. etc ).

As I see it. 'nalural' climate-chanlle is a proccss

thal scientisls believc has happened belble, a

nrucc\5 $hich hJ' lcJ lo sc\.'rilr ntcr'ott' ici-
i.,"- m'si rcjcllll\ .rboul Ilr)0rl \caf' 'lu
]_he'hunran-made' climate-change could lcsult

lrour hunral activitjes, like ovcrloading llarth s

lrnro.olrrrc uirl' trr'ot. :'rstis'tncthrn''
,,,rt.,n diorid.;. lhtrs kic\-'t0ninl' J t\cl:nP

nroies: hcLh..ll o\(rl_(!linr llrc pLnlt rnJ tirrn

orer-c,^riinl i' _ rrlriih ioL'lo ruu'e cn rcc 'rg:'

Unforlunatcly, ol-her creatures orl lhc planet

car onlv r.cact to $hatcvel \\,calher contcs thcir

wey. As an cxantple. hcavy rafus i11 the hi]l-
ccrrrrrr ot Vc'.ru.' 'ra\ e cru eJ h'.-e mrrd-' 'J<'
on .rnre .t tl c .lon.t lno\l nroh rl'l\ sl"pc\
cler1ucleri ol trecs b) ove1-logging. One such

mucl-slide episode has essertially * \red out otrc

ol tlre olerlrl'inlerirrg gtoves of d1c Monarch

bullerll,v as 1l tl l poor criller *asn't alrc'tdy

endinrecreci br' loss of habilat. and recovermg

f.un tl'r. los. of populations becausc of a sel'cre

\lirtcr a fcw -veaN ago!

lr, rcsoorse. lhe \iar'ola PJ'k' C"lr'1li"ioll
,nd Birttcrflv Conscrvator] ale plannillg to

, rc.-rl\ cr,lrJn.,e llrcir utldour pl:nr n;' L';

ii,n'... ,,r.J J lluJ-pltrr I ' h) \luirurrh

buttcrllics. The,v are also raising furlds lbr thc

nroi.cL or urercrrL,ni a ionc<'l JL lllC ll lllcrlll
i.,',..rr.,,'i' iill De:rrrra ri,.\rbl'ro '^r
.r-,rit,. tf.''a.' 5ul\funin5 rlri ' \\orrh)

ohiecrire. rrc iirrr :rll d.r or'" p',]'t b1 incrcosir u

o..L .,rnt nl.rrtln;' ol rnill:uJed' alrJ protcetirlg

$ilJ-:rul\n t'ril\uei.l' to (r'cure d lb''l-irrrrrc
ibr onarchs that do makc thc journcy back

liom l\,Ierico.
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201O SPRIN G N,{1'T'RE C,\LENDAR
9rH AN\uAL xL\PLE sYI{I,'P FEST

Salurda,y. Nlarch 6. 2010- 10r00 a.n]

lcads past the ponds to \Voodend (l)nser\"atio11

Arca. lrrec irdmission. NIatk Colds\\'orthy 2li9-

820-64.10.

NlARCY'S WOODS
Saturday. Apil 24. 2011.). 9:-10 a.m

Be iuiller Nature Club meets a1 ihe crd of
Ijollo\\,a-v llay l{oad. I"o( Erie to cxamine lhc

llora anri launa.'lin Seburn 905-371 2577.

HEAI{TLAND FOI€S1' FROGI.-EST

Saturda,v, ;Uay 1. 20i0, 9:00 a.n.
Bert Mi11er Nalurc Club hosts this annual cvenl

irt Heartland forest on Kalar Road- Niagara

Falls. l'aul Philp 905-894-2723

SI JOIlNS CONSERVATION ARI]A
Saturcla., l\{a,v 1.2010. 10:00 a.nt.

Niagara Falls Nalurc Club mccts no(h of
i-onthill to look fol rvil.lll,r*els and birds. Bring
lrrnch. Janet Darnutlc 905-392-2158.

SHORI L]ILLS SANC'I'UAItY CLEANUP
Snnda). N4a-\ 2. 2010- 10:00 a 'r.
PLeasc help tile llamilton Naturalists (llub l\ilh
the annuaf nlainienance of their sanctuary at the

corner ofN{etler Road ard Ccntre Stlcct, easl of
Norlh Pelha[r. Plent-v of wildfiou'crsl Bring

lLrnch and krols. Bdan Calvefi 905-.392-6267'

PORT \Vl::I-LllR WILDFI-oWEI{S & BInDS

Saturda). N{a} 8.2010.9:00 a.rn'

lvlecl at lrlalcolmson llco-Park. north olNiagara

Strcct ir St. Catharires, 1br a rlalk through the

r.rri.l L,' ll,e $c.l pl(rl-l r'.r U.'rlcr. Bri rll
(lah en 905-891-6267.

SPRIN G \''lIGRATORY BIIiDS
Salurdav. Nlav 15. 2010. 9;00 a.m'

Befi l\4i]ler Nature Club goes birding arourd

Olcl Fort Eric. I-earn ho$ to usc billoculars filrl
Scburn & \4arcie Jacklirl 905-87l-2577'

ROCK I'OINT BiRI)ING .i,':'
Sundey. \'la)' 16.1010..10:00 a nl'

Out annual- birding oLlting nlcels at tllc Pot't

ioiborn" wtuc,lon"ias Reslaurant on Highuay 3

t* Lh" 
"n.pool. 

Bring lulch UaIb West 905-

915-5119.

\.1eet at the corner of\4etier Road and Celltle

Sheet. Nofih Pelham" Ior a $inter $alk.
follolled by a pancake lunch at White Meado\s
la r. Jolu i'ottcI 905-892-2566.

r.\ORFOLK $rlI-DLIflI I".ESTI\ L
Saturday" M.rrch 13" 10i0,9:(10 a.nt.

I \lribilnr:: I n-J PLrirrl Re-'i,'n Cun,.r' Jtior

Authoritl. Norlbik l;icld NarrLralists arrd

Muskoka \\tildlil'e Centrc. 172 Soulh Drivc'
Simcoe. Arrangc carpool r'vith Ilriatr CaLvelt

905-1192-6267 bl Maroh 10

I,ON(i POINT TLNDRA SWANS

Saturda-"', ivlarch 2iJ. 20i0, 8:10 a.rn.

Niagala iralls Nature Ciub cataools fron't

Forthill Shoppers Drug Ma(. Dress *arml,v and

bring lunch. Dorr Nlills 905-892-397i.

ROatK\ A\-f,\l-LS
Sundi)'. \{irrch :{1. 2010. l0:00 a.m'

Nlecr at Rockual' Collxlllltlitl Center lo tolll the

consenalion arca. BIian Calvelt 905-892-6267

ANNIU]\L PENtNSL]L.A ,\WK WAlCll
I"ricla)'. -\pril 2.9:00 a.n all day'

BeameL C:onscrvatiolt Area south ollGrimsb--v'

A finc opportrtnity to scc man,l specics ol
raDtors and l]lccl birders fron all ovcr'

Espccialll good for begirrlrers! John Potter 90-i-

rJ92-2566.

S IONEY CRLEK CTOi-OCY
Saturda)'. April 10,2010,9:00 aln'
Meet aLt the bircling lower al Rc'rn1cr

CLrnser\'atioll Area. Catlool along the

c!L.urrlr(rll. \\ilh \ie\' o\(r slon(\ ( rcel'

\\r.rr,,lJ r'['lhc . brirrg rurr ih 1r J fi 'l)lil.r)r:
i,,,n H, n'll, , \ctLtrlt,'ts Crutr' irt tne aficmootl

i,, crpl.r. lh. l'-.rrno'u lli''t t'rnrll c rr"-ll'
Brian llalr crt 905-892-6267'

ECO-IIEST NIACA1LA
SLLr,-lrr. \rr:l 'q. l0lu lL'j:nrrl m - 4:un n'nl'

i lirt. i. t.,,n,, \iar:rr:r'' 'r" arm"'l cio-[Jn -l
thc Niagam Collegc (lletdale 

-campus' 
Niagara-

on-the- *ithialks and exhibitols A trail
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IIORIUS ON }iUSSI,]LS
hen l ur,s a vollrlgslcr, \_e kids proulcd
!1,,.r- ..'( t':\.' ,.,,1'nr, t'rrr rh n.. \."r.

dccadcs larer'. Dr. lbdd \{oris has finally set thc
record sliaight - thosc \\cre liesh-uater mussels.

Io his pres.ntation to the Novcmbcr PFN
meeting on'Ontario's Flesh-rvater Nlusseis _,\
Vrr..lrirrg llca.ulc . loJJ rrrc u. r la.ri r,rlinr
look at thcse unappreciatcd creatures. plus a

less-than hopetul vierv ofthcir l'uiure.

Thc Great Lakcs basin. along $'ith rc

Vi.si.:ippi drr.l \lis<ouri lli\e r. i( a rnairr

habitat of mary of the wo11d s lreshNatcr'

mussels. Canadian inland rvatcrs host abollt 55

specics. ()1' \\'irich aboul 15 spccies are now
eni:lal1gclc!1. \\ialer quality ancl aiicn poplLlalion

pl'essufe arc causes of cndalgerment. l he alier
Zebr'a irircl Quagga musscls are nuch to blan1e

rrot b) parasitizing thc nati\e species. but
hcc:ru\e lhc aliens attach lherrsclves to thc

shclls ot thc ratives. rcducing thcir abilil) to

gathcr 1bod. and \\,eighing-do\rn ihe Dalivcs'

shclis ro thc point rvhcr'c they arc suffocaled in
the mud-bLrllorrs of water$aYS

Mosl of us lvould nol consideL mussels as

bcing long-lired arimals- flotcver. lbdd slated

that techiiqucs for dctermining age hale sho\vn

dlat some indi!iduals mal lirc to ncar 100

1ears. Also. allhough lhc shell of tile mussel

may have rings similal to thc annular rilgs of
t1ccs. thesc shell-rings are not a rneasure ofagij.
In f'act. the fi]lgs nlay be l-ornrcd \'!hcn llle
alimal is under slrcss - such as \''hcll it is takell

out of \1.a1er_ and tllen rcplaced again.

lllc I1rcJrr- ,,1 repl,,ducliun ol l.'c \.'rr''u'
spccies dillers *ith the firnill anrl gcnus to

rihi.l' rl,"' \cl^nr. rr,l in l. ct tlrc t.rro'rorr1 i'
detemlined largel"v b) the rcproductile type'

llorvcver. all require a hosl fish as part of lheir

life c1cle. Essentially. the-,- are parasiles oI thc

1isir. Tireir reploductive stratcgles vary wilh thc

:tlcc:(s. \L,mc.p.cie' prnJucc J l l l \ e l ' l l ( ' ' l 'r c (
,:.,llcr --o;riJir'. \\hich ' inl'.,1(J o\ I l\l '

attaches itsell io thc gills of the hosl lish ancl

.lc\ cloos .f re,irr .Ot-r":n... J\ LLlt r.. J \.Jr.
b(lorl 'l_onl'ill! 'lTillLI 5ellrllr": or lhc hr'|'lolll

of c strea,n or lake. if 1he rrussei is ablc 1o

delelop on men) dillcreltt species of fish, the
parent nillssal usually produces huge numhers oi-

glochidia (hundreds ol thousands) ard simpl-v
releases thcnl into lhe r,rater - baslcall)'. .r,ty llsh
spccics u.ill do as a host.

l-lo$e.rer, solnc mussel specics are very
.peiilc. r.r.rlr rhr ;.oct'iJ r .Il] urutLU'irg orr

onc spccies of lish. l-hcsc mussels have a

nunber of stralegies for cnsuring that the

correct host hsh becornes inlested u,i1h lhc
giochidia. Some musscls aclually 'go lishilg'
ibr the host iish species. ollcn by hafing
modilled organs *hich act likc e lure for the

particular fish host-species. One spccics of
nussel aclualh lraps the head of lhc host fisll
het\ een thc 1wo halvcs of the shcll. and holds
the fish captive [i]til the t1lLrsscl has ibrced all r,rf
ils glochidia into the tlsh's moLrrh and gills.

Rcgarding'mother-of-Pcai-l' buttons - iLround

thc ezul) 1900's Jieshwatcr- nussels were

collected nnd the shells u'ere uscd tor butto]r-

making, by cutting dislis out of the shell

Usuall), the biggcst (i.e. the breeding stook)

nrrrssels rverc used. 'l hcse shells $ere collected

in huge quantities: up to several hundred lonnes

per \'eal \\:erc taken lrcm tirc Grand and tlre
'l'hanes Ri\'cls ir Ontario. Nalura]ll', \vith thc
breedin!! stock being redrLced, lhe mussel

populations droppcd dradaticali). T1ris, lud the

compelition oi lbrcisncrs like Zebra mussels,
..,d1.. Jcp,crcJ lllc rtrn'acr. .' ll,( \ 'iri"u'
spccies in Ontar'to rivers. A l-erv are achtally
rnultiplling. but the luturc looks cprestiolable

1or nran)_ of the Onlalio species ol llesh-rl'a1er

rlussels. Rccover.v ila,v be a longshot.

-,\sketl about other iltvasivc tbleign species of
concem. Todd spoLe abotit the Asian CaIp,

$hich he dcscribcd as a serious tln'cal to the

Creal l,akcs and Ontario's ti\'ers. l'his llsh is an

(rLJoe( l'1,llr c,,'lLll c iiJ ctrlt.,r'c. h" irri'rJcJ
'lrr Vi 's'ippi l{;\.r..ntr i' crrn(1rl) hcirg

I.cD1 oul ol'the Great l,akes bl an cleclrio barrier

,rr ir c,r.-l ir r'lri(Juo. r \l lirr)c ol' srrlin.' I
rr.'\\5 -cfL,n llr' i.l'. r.rnourrtcJ lhrl llc errp
1,.r, or,rtr"bl' n...rchcd lhc h.rnier crnl urll hc n

febiiialy 2C10
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2009. It $'as a beaulitirl dal to be out in thc

lielcl. $ith lcnlperatures hovuing belrvecn 0o

ancl 5o.,\hhough thc momirg $as cloudy, thc

aftenoon $as sunn)'. a great alay to be outside'

It tluned our 10 bc I gleaL birdhg clay too-

\Ve tallied 76 specics plus one (llarlcquin Ducli)

on count \teek- l his \1as about aleragc 1or- the

corurt. \vc did tally 29,682 indiriduals. u'hich

\,vas the highest number of individuals in ll
ycars.

'lhis year \\e had 51 participanls' iiclrrding

eleven birdels rvho werc ne\\'to olu coult \Ve

spcnt in lotel 82.5 hours jn the field and $'alkcd

or drore 51(r milcs.

l\4inv thanks arc duc lo all the parlicipanls Also

a big thlnk 1ou to Mary aLrd .lohn Pottcr- Dor-c

\buig. Nalcl Smilh atd .lanice Iiaincs ibr

helping to organize tiris ycar's count and round-

tuo ror,r .\ t'rr.'' hi! , H.\\K YOI lu ('\<r)or''

*',,. t,.tp.o '\'r Llp. (,(i.lr up :rr''l b|oulrr' r''r1

-u.,n,,rry iuud ro the round-up. It was Yel) lrucll
apprcciatcd.

This vcar rve liacl rccord high counts oI Canada

Goose t4258). Amcricarl \\rigeon (2-tie and onl]'

the 5th tirne ou the count)_ llooded Nlergzurscr

r l l9 r. \ il" l Jr(c) ( l j8 r' B''rrlpflrl( ' Lrull

tiul5t. lred-bclli<,1 \\'u'dl'et^'r r5lr' -rrJ

,'u.o, no 1Y1et {2i).

Amcdcan Robins (717) and Lulopean Starli gs

| | l-(,91) \\cr( bulh llr( 2 ' h'lhesr c'untt'
,1.,n..,,, trr'd.,,"t.' 1li:l irrrJ Red lril"J

il:ru l' 1lS I r \\ er( llru lr;ehe'r iour.t' in l5 )crr '

A -in!lc l.'lt'e Lr.rlr uas r-rrrlr rhc ''Ir'r'"'d lhr

thc coltDt. 1$o Black Scoters rvere only thc 3'J

.".nr.t l..t ,t,. .','r'it. \ s trcll Vcrlirl ar'd l{ittl'-

""c""1 
n,'.* \\'erc I'rlr\ lrrL : rccurd' frrl tl'i

count-

ST. CATIIARINES CHRISTMAS BIRD
couNT - DECEMBER 20, 2009

hc Pcninsula Fleld Neturiilists held their

Christmas Bird Count ol l)esember'20.
Cedar r.varrvings 121) wcrc dle loNest coLLnt in

20 )cars. \\'e njssed couDting Lesscr Scaup and

Ho cd Lark-

PARTICIPT\NTS:

llrian Aham. Rhonda Armslr'ong- Barbara

Ausrin. John lllack. Petcl Bonllntant. Pcter

Rooker. .l&ob l3rurer- Cind.r' Llart$right, Paul

Chapman, Sue Chapman, Barb (harLeton. Paula
(llark. lievor Confield. Carl Darnude. Janct

Danucle. Don f)inlond, lllairre Dimond. Rob

Dobos. .lasor Elliott. (lhris Escott. l)e[]s
Cardi[er. Simon Ga*n, Cath-v Giancario, Stcve

Ciillis. Jeatr Hinnplon. f)on Hcatheflon' Bob

Hiclrc..'k. t aro' HUt'tJi. Vrrci: J rcklin \11t'r't

r<.i',,co, N-L,il t('rirrll,rr, Ir. r'< (ier'. Vilc
Kicrs. ilatalic Kicrs- Kala Kristjansorl, l{a}

larrdrv. Lric lIaki. Kirsten luaki. Cisele Mills,

Iioman Olszervski. I(a,vo Ilol'" Karjn Schneidcr'

Tim Seburn. Da\c Smith, Pat Smilh. Ro-v

Sorgenfiej. Jdln SLcvens. Chris Slreet_ lbli
Thorras. Rob \\ialdhubcr. Rick Yrttt'tg'

HELLOOO THtrRE II

HAVU YOtI BOIIGH I YOIIR COPY OF

'NI-/IGARA BIRDS' YtrT?

It onlr cu'1. <' o' In( lo u\! ll r'r lo J:\ c

'.,,",,, rrtr' re bi"l-1"'inE lr'cr'd .'r'elctir'l
t ,i ",,or,.1 

tq.' t,'hr' Bl" ' "r |.'' ro Ror ''h" 't
rcscrvine lout oun cop] - \!h)'rvait'-'

Februar) 2010



Canada Goosc
Mute Srvan

noll Coose I
4258

21

2
ll

102,1

45

1

I
42

125

2

650
1.16

119

321
235
133

:
2
I

14

8

I
8

1
10

American \\'igctxl
r\mcrican lll:rck L)Lrck

tr4allard
Duck sp.

Redhcad
Iling-reckcd Duck
Greatcr Sceull
Harlcquin Duck - cotut week
\\'hite-\\ inged Scoter
Black Scoter
Long-tailcd Duck
Bufflehc.rd
Comrnon Goldencye
llooded Merganser
ComDrori tr{crgr1lse-r

Red breastcd Mergat1sel'

Wild Turkc.'-
Rcd-tluoated l.oon
Common I-oon
Ilomecl Grebe
Doublc-crestcd Comlorant
Grcai Blue Heron
Brld Eaglc
No hern Harder
Sharp-shinned l lawk
Cooper"s l laNk
Accipiter sp.

Red-lai1cd Ha\.vk

itough-leggcd Harvk
Butco sp

Harvk sp

Amcrican Kestl'cl
Nlerli11

Amcrican Cool
Littlc Cull
BoDaparte s Gull
Ring bi1led Gull
Herring Gull
(ilaucous Gull
Great Black-backed Cull
Gull sp.

Rock Pigeou
Mourning Dovc

1

181

I
1

1

30
1

Ilaslern Scrccch-O*l
(;reat Homcd O\\'l
Bcltcd I{ingfishel
Rcd-bel I iec'i \\'oodpeckcr
f)o\\'r,\' Woodpeckel'
Hair)' Woodpeckcr
Northern Irlicker
Norlhcn Sluikc
Blue Ja-v

Amcricat1 Crcrv
Black-capped Cilicl<adee
Tutted Titmousc
Red-brcasted Nuthalch
Whitc-breasted Nulhalch
B1o\rn Crecpcr'
Carolina Wren
(loldcn-crowned Kinglet
lr.slenr Bluebird
Ilcnnit'1hr.rsh
American I{obirr
Nolthem N,locltirtgbird
Jr,uIqrean Slarling
Cedar \\'a\\ing
Anrerican liee Sparorv
Song Sparou
Slanrp Sparrorv
wllilc-tluoatcd Sparrow
White-crown.d SParro\\'

Dark-eved Junco

Sror\'BuntiDg
Northern Clardilral
Bro\\n-hcdcicd Co\\'bird
Ilouse l'inch
I'ine Siskin
Anerican Coldlinch
FIouse Spau-o*

Total indivicluals
Total species

10

.5

6
51

109

)4
37
2

357
2t3
,108

4
il

81

10

2t
20
59

1

7t7
58

i3093
21

305
8

2
1,1

2

532
I

268
9

115
1

280
1715

29682
'16

l
I

1025

313
190

2

22

l5
6I4
E02

nlnru nlv- lrntl- 24, 2010

}lALCOL\ISON trCO-PAI{K
Annual clcan_uplsprucc up da! pius

Nativc l rcc and Piallt Sale

3:00 a.nl. 1:00 P lnrlhaul. ro Nlarti, latklin lorJrlirr:rs
:.ni.iu,. ",-, e, orr( JrJrr'. ' rd \'''c) 'r1irl' ''

'undcrsud)'tmDgler'1)
Niagara St./ Lakeshorc Rd. lit' Calharil]es

"lLl not eos1, hting gteefi buL iti ice-"

fcbruary 2010

I



JANUAIIY 10/ 2O1O LAKE ONTAR]O
MID-WINTER WATERFOWL SURVEY _

NIACATI\

,-f-\lr..r.c u..r.c | : \.,r \',1.r ..,n rl,c ir.^1.;rr",,
I iore.'e.i r'.. ,' il,:r...:sJ lr.rrr. ia.t 1c:r'. ll c

counter:j corercd onh the Lakc O[ta o shor'e

Iine, lrom i0 loint io \iagala-on-tlie-Laiic. rvill'r
the e)icepliol oi \ralking the east and r.vest sidcs
of the Pofi \\ti1er piers uliich cxlcnd out about
I km into the ldkc lron1 the shore and protccl the
\\:ellarcl canal lion \\ave action. Thc cannl
olicn has d nilnrbcr ol sheltering ducks ill it. At
Por Dalhousie. $e also observed ducks in thc
old Canal lronl l-akeshore Road out into thc
lake (it is not necessarv to nalk out on to tlte
picrs). Thc rcsults olthe a lual waterlbwl couDl
arc shared lvith (;lerm Coady at the OMNR.

,,\ total of 20 species \,\,ere seerl: d1e lDost
nunerous spccics $as l-ong-tailcd [)rck. lcc
co1rditions $crc tcrrible. At nran) stops. onli/
leads in thc icc lrith a fiw ducks wer-e visible
oLrt lo lhe limil ofour ability to count. In spitc of
thc icc. \re had a record number ol_Nlallarri and
Longlajled DLLcks!l And a ncar-rccold overall
rotal.

B_rullele ljs!!E-,I (Ircsurably the
sanre bird as seen last ycar.): A single Barnacle
Goose $as seen. At Grjmsb), exil lhe QE\\r at
Cluislie Slr'cet. Head llofih touald thc lake. On
Lokeside r\re.. turn lcft 10 N{u1.ray Street Park,

or turn righl 1o \\ hittaker Pa1k, or go lo d1e slop

sign and thcn tum lefl and go do\n the hill to
the Purnp Holrse partillg lot al the roulh of the

lrorry \4ile Creck.

'l.nal panv houls tiolll 50 Point to Niagara-on-

rhe-Lakc : 1-1.25. lbtal person-ltours liol1] 50

Point to Niagara on-rhe-Lakc : 57.5.

l'articipants 1\erc: .lohn Black (Coordioator).
Pcle BoIEnfirnt, Dreu Campbell, Blayne

F.nnall. Jean Fitntan. Jour Hampsou, Bob

Highcock. Mlarcia .lacklin. Ka-vo Ro1'. p"n

Salisbor,v, Tim Scburn. \hggie Smi1e1', John

Slevcns.

l7htiiks lo.john Blatk .[ot lhis lcpol l)

Duck Count 2009 Niagara

SPECIES
Common Loon
Pied-billed Grebe
Horned Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Double-crested Cormorant
Tundra Swan
Trumpeter Swan
Mute Swan
Snow Goose
Canada Goose
Wood Duck
Green-winged Teal
American Black Duck
Mallard
Northern Pintail
Northern Shoveller
Gadwall
American Widgeon
Canvasback
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Tufted Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup
Scaup (sp)

Harlequin Duck
Long-tailed Duck
Black Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Surf Scoter
Common Goldeneye
Bufflehead
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Merganser (sp)
Ruddy Duck
American Coot
Red-throated Loon
King Eider
Barnacte Goose
Great Blue Heron

Totals
0

0
0
0
5
0
0
2

0
M6a

0
0

45
1058

0
0
0

0
0

14
0
0

30
1

2

0
10694

0

666
0

1403
420

5
228

3246
6
0
3
0

0
1

0
2

brid?
Bald Eagle
Unknown rrow's common H

I
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N ATI]RA.L AREAS IN1'trNTORY

'Trhc rrrl<. ^- rrr- ..r.,.. '^r ,n. J:-rn'rcr) l0l0
I n'...r'n ,,r r- ll\ . "l'( 'cirrure' vc

a rvays knirv e\isted aod no\\ wc can pro\el '

As oul speekcr D.':rnna Lirl,-lblad e\plained, the

titlc implicd thni specics ol' \ariolls urlusual

and,/or rdre orriniiills qelc known to exist in
Niagarr. but h;LJ;; r tccn seen or pholographad

rcccnth. iKirlrl L-.i like thc tir hox of old coins

tha! Grandnri clitirled !o har'e hid in the

cljir)crib l,;ii.re il bulned dorvll). Thus' her

prajcnluriiir \\i]! a Photo clialy of the Naturd

:Uar\ Llliiillrla. a thrcc-]eur projecl 1()

docurnent rh: natural hcdtagc ol the Welland

Rir cL litcished .

\t the outset. l)eanna notcd thal the Wellaltd

Ri\cr u,atcrshed lakes ir1 a htgc chunk o1'

terrirory, incluling mosi of Niagam Region

slruth of lhc Niagara EscarPrllent. plus bits of
Haldinland Region and the cit,v of Llaurilton
('l(xrll. ll. r.'s I lrror rrcc lu l"l't ir'r't't'r11

irr ci.n an;r rli'.uunrin:r.ult:trtcd ll'ld' r"d
urban lands. llo\\'cvcr, as the mcin targel $'i:ts

the lbrestcd arcas .md \\etlandsi lbftulatel,Y llre

NIi stry of Natut'al ResouLces had jrr<t trkcn

air-nrr,,to\ n, tir.' l{c9:nrr ir 100r, rnd ti"m tht'<
p.ruro. ,r rt.r' l\''si" ( lo _nirn llc rreac lu l'c
irrr<.rir.'ied. I lrc rrr"ppir';1 ir" lrd'J'lclirreatirr;
\!hich;reas Nere probable u'ctlancls.

With granl rlloney 1:ron1 va ous sourccs' d1c

Niagara Pelinsula Consenatior ALlthoritJ hircd

a naunber of expcfls to determine thc ecologlcal

classiicxlions of the 1I]appcd arcas' ancl to

(\,'lur( ll, Lrrol,'lic.rl sfre c' rlrrr(in' '\l''n.
*,,t, , ,. .4.r.n.. . lrLl,lll (r ol \.'ltlnlei"s l'rolll

all tluee Nature Clubs in Niagar'a camc fonr'ard'

.n nc lJli.,f nL,riliun ' i'n rhe il(crini
('ommittce antl Technical Col]Inittec \\hich

o\.ersaw the projcct. and olhels ptltting bools

on the gtouD.i' 1; help with the field searclles ol
rhe areas in questioll.

(r|lc nrJi.'l 'u(Le'. 'ru r. <-r'lr irr llrc p6'L('''
!!-. L\J ri-1,,r\' o' l. rrdo\\rc-' Ut '(rclrl
r l(rr.rJnd lellL"' ., rt. r:\inP,'nrcr" p\rl'rrr' ln l

to inventory on p vale lanci about 27ol' of

olvner icsfonded. In faol. it *as impossiblc to

co\.r all ()1-rhc ofl;rcd propeftics in lhc thlce

summels ofthe sun'cy-

Houcver. front dle properlics that u'ere

visited. the invcntor)'tcam discovercd dlat
..rc.l l.irLl. o. .'(nlngri.ri l:r ru cl:t'ifi.r,i"rr'
\\,c1e prclalellt ii Niagara. somc of which had

r(\.r b.'Jn l.'pol'l(u prc\ it,L'lI. \" rrc prupJlli(5

reprcsented clpectcd land classifi cations, suoh

as lbrcsts *hcrc Red l!{ap1c uas thc donilunt
tree spccies. Some spccies such as Pin Oak \rerc

lDore *idesprcad than llad been anticipated

.{lso. sone !c1J rarc plant specics *ele fortnd.

sllch as Spotted \\ijntcrgreen uhich ilad not heer

secll sincc the lare 1800s

Lr telLing thc slor), Deaina illustrated many

of the irtcresling discoverics with photos takerl

b\, the licld crc\!si sor1lc strikingl] beautilul,

some siltpll tlnlLsual sush as d1e shol of1\\'o

hahv l,rrkcv Vultllres ill their nesl in a hollorv

rcc. t,r rc n:illlr. ul (irllcr:ll-\c'llcll!li5 llr

the lo$ limbs of a Lrce. scvelal feet off the

grou0d.

Onc additional outcome ol the slrr'\'ey js that

tile N{NiR have rcviscd their nethod of
detcrmiling q'hat constitlltcs a $ctlsnd'

lesultinlr in the \,,etland co\erage of Niagara

being incrcased 3(Xlu/o.

Credit 1'or the success of the proiccl carl bc

giverl to thc NPC,\ statf, Patticularl,v I)"nna'
luzalnc Nlchrncs and lon)' D'Amado' lo the

hilccl llcld tcanu leli b-r ^\lben Garotilo, lbnr

Stirlon arld llyan Kilchcn, to lhe nlany members

of re Nature Clubs who did l-reld ii|enlories.lo
r.r'i,ru.,o.ii:rlr... 1R.'mcl Ol'zcu:ki Betr

\4Lrrph\. lioh I llll't. rlc.r. .tl''l Ir rlre \'llno'lilu
r.encies *ho t irnkrotle.[ thc proj<!t

A ]r'illjum grunt application by the PfN I'as

instr-umcnLal in leleralling othel nlolle,v to

'rnn.,1 
tlr< !o\r u ' rh( (llbrl' \rJ llr'rll' tltc

crrtrtLt.,i:.nr ol' lll( rdndou lar' lllaJe 'rle 
(nlirc

projcct possible. 1ir u'hich all of thc projecl

\lorkers are gratcirl
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The .{r\t.tr PFN PoTLUCK DTNNER Lvill bc at MountainYierv
United Church. I 50 Glendale Ave., St. Catharines, on Monday, April 26 110,
stadina at 6 lr1-i f.n1. -{s has been tlte cli]tom, please bring youl ex-treasures lor the
drar' - d::..,. :r;.eis uill be 50.25. Those with surnames begiming rvith M_Z please
bring tils: ..,trii- :Lrmantes A-L bring salad or desseft. AII bring cutlery, cups, plates.
,\nl trne ..,, ':.: :.. heip set up, please arrive about 5:30 p.m.

\:,.r:r ilis ) ear. a Photographic Gala Display will be organized jbr ail members
i!i ..1:r'i:,rie iheir most intercsting/excellent photos o1'Nature or wllatever.. pleasc review
) !r-r: ri.eirr pics and contact Barbara Austin (905-892-7870) to display your photographic
:en:. lhis is not ajuried show all contributions are welcome and apprcciated!

E\DNTS OF IMMEDIATE INTEREST

OUTINGSI NorE Tm SCHEDuLE oF ourrics oN pacE 2 or.THrs NEWSLETTER. ALL
OUTINGS ARE VTATHER-DEPtrI{DENT - IF tr.{ DOUBT, CALL TIIE DESIGNATED CONTACT.

The Pcninsula Field Naturnlists CIul)
A non-profit orgarizrtion started in l9:4 wilh ,re obiecri!cs ro preseNe 

'ritdlile 
and protect jrs habirai,

to pronrolc public irrteresr in and a kn.wledge ofihe nrrul?l hislory ofthe arca, and ro promote,
encoLrage and cooperate with organizations and indi!iduals havine similar trtcrcsrs lnd obiedives.
\'i:' Jreo s .l Oi tr'.o \o r-( !e\. u\l Jr..l \.,r.r-e ''-rur" .

I'.O. Box 211031. 124WellandAvc.. St. Cathadncs. ON. L2R7l,6

The Pcninsula Naturalist Nc'ivslettcr

PaDfislrer1. Febluiul. Aplil,'Ma1,. Octobcr
(:it'culatian I20 reoipieots per issue
lhc F.dito| rvclcomcs writtcl aftic]cs or art\ork
o an,v natural historl topic. fla]rd\rittcn
articles \1,i11 bc acccptcd; if possiblc. plcasc
submit tJ'pc\.vritten articlcs. computcr Llisks, or
cmail to jmpotter(Zltalkwireless.cn r\ll pieces
of ar1\\ork u,ill be accepted. although linc
dralvings are prelemble. as they are better suited
.o photo copling \crr id.r..urJ .on'tnr.ti,.'
criticism arc ahvays uelcolnc-
E.l ito r iol Stulf. John P ottet
L a b e I I i n g/Ma i I i t t g : Ka !' Sl.r.i r11

please serd sutrmissions to the abote addrcss
Deadlines for submissions 2010;

Jan.28; April 10i Sept. 30

2OO9DOIO PFN EXIICUTI}'E

Prcsident
Past Pres.

Vice-Plcs.
SecretaN
Treasurer
\.Iembership
Environment
I)ircctor
Dilector
Director
Dircctor
D;r.c1or
Dircctor

Jolu Poller (905-892-2560
Roman Olszewski

\\iendy Bradlel
Don Minchin
Briancalveft (90 5 -892-6267)

llarbara Austin
J ohn Black
Iloira Davidson
Lorrainc Desiardins
Brlan Joule
Dor Stevenson
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