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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE -APril 2009

A n old truism in agronomy slale):
A-Humankind o\ es its erislence on lhis
planet to two i'actors - six inches oftopsoil, and

the fact that it rains." In the past two or tbree

years, it has become obvious that a third factor
also influences humafl existence- That factor is,
that bees pollinate flowers.

Granted, some plants such as grasses and certain
trees are wind-pollinated. Birds, ba1s, aDd a

number of other insect species aiso account for
some pollination. However, for the vast majority
of our lbod crops and the crops that rle feed to

livestock. bees are the agent of pollination.
About one-third of all our ibod crops are bee-
poilinated.

fhe significance of this simple fact has been

forced upon us by recent problems in the *orld
of apiculture. Bees have been unde. stress lbr
reasons not completely understood. Pesticides,

viruses, paedatory parasitic mites, poor winter
survival because of bad management, and a

number of other notions (including cellphone

radiation!) have been suggested as the causes of
so-called 'Colony Collapse Disorder'. The

bottom line is, bees are failing to oveiwinter lt
is too early yet to know how the overwintering
went this year, but ceiainly much ofthe country
had difficult and cold weather conditions. Only
time will tell how the bees survived.

Can we do anlthing about this? Weli, consider

that bee-poliination contributes $1.7 billion to
the Canadian economy, including the pollination
of hl.brid canola worth $13 billion, yet bee-

keepers receive minimal assistance from
govemments. Possibly a stinging letter or two to
the Agriculture Depatment, suggesting they not
be stingy with aid to the beekeepe.s, might be in
order? -o-

A Walk ir the Short Hills (HNC) Property
(story inside)
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people oray knou Brian as a lrained
chiropractor; sol]1e know him as an amateur

astrononer \{ith rDore tha[ the average grasp of
the heavens: and some knou, him as do*n-lo_
earth - literally. lt was the latter aspect that I
andcipated when I asked Brian to speak to the

Club this year.

If you attended last year's event, *hen Brian
took olf on the topic "What in Heaven..." aod
proceeded to give us a tour of the universe and

beyond. then you might have had an inkling of
what was io store for tlis year's topic "The
World Beneath my Ieet". .Iust an inkiing, mind
you. because with Brian the destination is the
joumey. I might have known, given that Bian is
also a knou.ledgeable geologist, that we would
cover a lot of groutld (pur intended).

Up fiont. the geologist in B an demanded
that u'e should realize from whence we came.
So we were intoduced to Planet Ealth by $,ay
of a reminder of the formation of the Universe.
some several billion yea$ ago. With our
galaxy's posilior as a rather minor little comer
of the vastness of space fixed fu our minds, we
were then b.ought to the location of our solar
system out on one edge of the galaxy. All this
was done with gorgeous color-photos (with the
lighting from many lighGyears in past history).

Next. we q€re given a 'quickie' tour of
Earth's previous existence, from coalescing
space-debris 10 an inlospitable hot ball of
moltei rock with rather noxious gasses lor an

atmosphere, to at last a cooler ball of rock *ith
an orange colour thariks to the presence of
substantial amounts of iron.

No\r', the main event - the proper chemical
elements in place to fotm molecules of organic
compounds, the eventual merging of these into
something that reproduced itself. and now we
started to get life-forms - marine life initia1l1
since the planet was largely covered in $,ater.

.{bout rhis sragc \.,as \\,ire!e ore .)t Biixn s

' ,' ; .':,i.. - <.'.rr,- :'..:'. i '

iire- anci iie. and beconie tbssiis. Ano rossils.
particular-l] those lbund in the Ridgepoinl arer
ul ',rll,L,,r \,J.3ru. Jre orl\ ol li';.r, s p-ss., r,.

I Ie hrought \\,ith him a dispial of a nurnber o1'

his 'llnds"lio rhe quan1" including some near-
periact e\amples of plchisloric aninals
presen,ed in the laJers ofsedimcntarl linrcsronc
deposited many million years ago.

He also mcntioned. and had a lbssilized
exanrplc. of the horseshoe crab. essentiall\
ui'rchanged in 50 milliotr years of living on rhi.
planet- lt is humbling to realize hou linle rime
rve humans have existcd in thc gcological lllne-
sealr or this l:rnh. anJ hou I:nlc r'c I'nurr - ,

histo4 - unlcss. like Briiur, rve hare studied the
\\brld bencalh our I'eet.

It $€s also interestirlg 10 see how scdous the
Club members \\'ere about absorbing Brian's
message - to the e)itent that a jokc 'photograph'
of a group of modcrn human hunters around a

dead dinosaur uas accepled with complete
bclicf at least until Brian remarked on the i'act
that this was reall) a lrjck photo! Gotchal

PFN / BMNC / NTNC OUTING IN
HAMILTON SHORT HILLS NATURE

AREA

I n enrhusia.ric group ofabour 22 members
f1,ot rhe rhree Niagara \ature Clubs mer al

the Hamilton Short Hills nature area on the
comer of Metler Rd and Center Street in Pelham
for tire 8'h arurual Palcake Hike, on March i4 /
09. The weather was excellent. with the
temperatue hovering around 0oC, sun shining,
and dry weather with a high of abor.rt 6''C
predicted. PFN President John Potter led the
qalk. afler group photo shots by Dawl
Pierrynowski and Rick Young, with the group
stamdiag beside a bloomirg Pussy-Billow bush.
(see p.07).
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sa1\\ rri heiifa L l:i:.: ,-r:::. (_ardinals. Rcd_bellicd

\\:oodpcckers. \'.iir:itrlres. and a Crcat Honcd
Oul being pursur'J !\ lj n]urder ofCro$'s. Othcr
unidentilled \riiin3iLars \\ere clso heard-

Th. trail !\rrllnC around a spring u'hich is one

headu,ater ol lirehe--'lile Creek. and in rvhich

Skunk-cabbage is the main groundcover later in

the spring: Rcd Osier Dog\\ood u'as vivid orr

this da!. John pointed oul large White Birch.
Yellou Birch, Bittemut and Shagbark Hickor],
Black Cherry'. small Sassatias and later some

larger specimens. Red Oak. White Oak, [hite
Pine. Hemlock. American Be(.ll in \ariuu'
stages of decllne due to becch-bark disease, Rcd

Maple. tarspot ot1 l'alle.r Norwa) Mapie lcaves.

and sevcral largc ]'ulip trees *ith flo\\er buds

glistening it1 the sun.

Later. Clhrislmas icrn. ost cl'l fern, wood fem
and garlic mustard \!ere seen, and evcntuall) a

fc\r Witch+azel bushes and sontc very large

and old ironu'ood (llop-hombeam) trecs. 
-Ihe

trip continued u,ith a run to Agepe Valle) whele
a pancalie and sausage lunch uas enioled. Thc

day had something for aimost ever)onc-
including some owJ scat and a le\\'pellets *hich
might have been either bunn"v or deer dung - we

did not definitlvel] decide \\hich.

GRXENBELT - ROADS - BIODIVERSITY

t first sight, these tfuee words might not
seem to be directly related. Ilo\,vever, in his

prcsentation in February', D. John Middleton
clearly explained their connection. As an

ecologist, a member of the Greenbelt Cotmcii
(which advises the Minister) and a founder of
the Ontario Road Ecology Group, John kaows
whereofhe speaks.

He rerninded us that because the \\'ay Ontario
was originally surveye4 no place an)'where in
southem Ontario is morc thtul 1-2 km aua)
l'rom a road. This road Detwork contribules to

most cl'rhe area beiog irhabiled, a11d as e result
verl iittie ol lhe area is ever rcal1y dari( al nighr
- or quiet. As \\'ell, this road network also

discouects the con'idors that wildlif-e travel i11.

Seen on a satellite photo or aerial map. little oI
Ontario's original forest cover remains; Essex

Cou11t) l'tas about 2o%. Niagara has about 15olo,

similar to the OaL fudges moraine or areas

along the Escarpment in the Bruc,3. It is these

areas which make up the Greenbelt. Essentially'
the Greenbelt constrains the Golden Horseshoe

or Greatq Toronto Arca (GTA), an alea larger
rhan the Nelherlanos. Ho\\e\er. lhe concern is

that growth/spE*l may be restricted by the

Greeobeit, but will 'leapfrog' into the outside

areas. And the Greenbelt is still interlaced with
roads.

Biodi.rersily enters the picfirre partly because of
the road network. which disconnects wildliiE
corridors and contiiblrtes to loss ol wildlife
though roadkill. John pointed out that a study

of Massassauga Ettiesnakes had shown that

adlrlts ofthe population are most impoftant. The

loss ofa fewjuveniles, while unlbrtunate, is less

serious thaD the loss of a single adult, it1 relation
to population decline. Roadkill. particularly of
adults of many species, is a major problem.

Some Provinces address this by designing the

road*ays with wildlife passages, such as

b dges, tunneis, etc., depending on the type of
wildlife thal might be kno*n to cross the roads.

Hopefully Ontario will take rote.

John mentioned France as a country committed
to'greening', based partly on their President's

pemonai commitment, padicuiarly rvith respect

to 'green'transportation. As an example, tucks
are shipped across France by rail, instead of
utilizing the highways. He noted that Orta o is
starting to consider 'gree,I' approaches to
transpofiatioll, although designs such as the

Metrolinks system still project plans for tlle
GTA weli into the future. Jobn also speculated

that Ontalio may in future lev-,- road user

charges, not oDly on curent toll-roads but on all
highways.
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We spent this past willter in Australia and Nerr
Zealand. Whiie uaiting for the ardval of our
son and daughler-in-1aw's first chiid *e decided
to take a train t p across Australia. After flying
to Sydney we boarded the lndian Pacific for the
th.ee and a half day joumey across southem
Australia- The rails took us ftom the Pacific to
the hdian Ocean, passing through the Blue
mountain. of eastem Australia. stopping in

Adelaide lor a tour. across the prai es, then the
Nullarbor Plain and finally to Perth.

The Nullarbor

The Nullarbor meaning 'no trees' is a flat.
treeiess area some 1200 kilometres at its widest
point. It was here that we saw many feral
camels roaming offin the distance. The camels
were originaliy brought to Australia in the lgth
century as pack animals and as a means of
transportation for minerai explo.ers in the
outback. As with so many things introduced.
there are now over one million feral camels and
it is thought that the popltlation will double in
the next eight years. The camel ddvers came
mostly from Afghanistan, but also from
Pakistan and the Turkish Empire. The other
excursion train which we didn't take. the Ghan,
is named after the Afghan camel drivers who
came in the 1800's. These feral animals are
edging out native species such as kangaroos,
ovemmning aboriginal villages, destroying their
sacred sites, ruining waterholes and other
property such as cattle pastures. Camels are

seiit-,r.rsi,i ii1-.sciiing r|c balancc ol ihc iiagilc
Aust.alian deserl ecos] stem.

Onc oi the interestine train stops was Coolie.
population ,+. nho rvere all there that day. This
is whcra thc train drivers change. I'm sure thel
look for*ard to their three or lirur days iri
( oo(c r.aiting t', hnarJ rh< rcturring traJr'.

Cooke
The 3 % days passed quickly. While in Perth,
we took a trip to Margaret River known locaily
as "Maggie's Creek" which is a more accumte
description, to see vineyards, caves, and the
Cape Leewin lighthouse where the Great
Southem Ocean meets the Indian Ocearr.

However, the main purpose lbr shadng this trip
with the PFN newsletter readers was ou. visit to
the "Eagles Hedtage Raptor Wildlife Centre"
(on the Boodjidup Road), a non-profit group
specializing in the rehabilitation of iajured
raptors including owls, breeding and also for
education of adults and children. As you walk
through the grounds, there are owls and hawks
$,ho never recovered sufficiently to be retumed
to the wild, although each year many birds are

rehabilitated and retumed to the wild.

After telling our guide, Nancy, that we came
from the Niagara area of Canada and lived near
an Owl Centre she immediately recognized the
work of Ka1 VcKeerer and said: "Fveryone
knows Kayl"
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Echo
Nancy took us to an amphitheahe where we

were sholrn an owj, Echo, who is a female bam
owl (T)to alba) \\ynch had been captive bred
and raised.

Echo with Natrcy and Sue

A big hit raith visitors is the t$ice-daily flight
displays. \!'e \r'ere fascinated by the released,

rehabililated black kites (Madame Pele and
Little Mate) that came for a feeding twice a day
as the guide thrcw bits of chicken into the air. A
feral one joined them having leamed ofthe eas)-

lunch.

\Ve leamed about the role ofinsecticides in
raptor health. Although insects are an inrportanl
pan of ecology and are the souce of food for
rnany animais they can be terible nuisances, as

we are well aware. We leamed of different
ways to get rid of those biting, food-spoiling.
and disease-carrying insecls: bay leafs deter
cockoaches. cedar wood balls or oil keep away
silverfish. Aust.alia has different iDsects and

the-v use slicky traps for their pantry moths and

midgr screen: inslead of 'll) uire.
Neve.theless, the overuse oftoxic pesticides has

an undesirable effect such as poisoning of
animals that eat insects and well as further down
the food chain. Some of the raptors are at the
.ancruaD because ol insecticide poisoning
which damages their brains and ilervous system;
many have had to be put do\an.

Other raptor food such as mice and aats certainl-v
fleed controlling as they spread sedous diseases

and flea:,. lhe common anlicoagulant poisons

cause intemal haemorrhaging from the animal's
liver taking three to ten days to kill the animal, a

very slow death for them. We were taught other
wa-v to get rid of these arnoying bests such as

cleaning up gardens and junl, as leavi11g these
things untended-to is inviting rodents. We

Ieamed that pumpkin seeds and the good old-
fashioned pea[ut butter arc good to use in taps.
Apparently a poison containing Coumatetralyl
does not accumulate up the food chain in the
salne way as Warlarin does. This means that it
poses less ofa risk to orrl Dative predatols-

We also leamed that certain raptors, Wedge
Tailed Eagles, that 1'eed on road kill a.re often
killed while eating their delicious diturer and so

\ e \ ere instrucled in the fine arl ol removing
kangaroo carcasses from the'ca.rriageway'.
Seeing as this didn't translate well, we didn't
pay much atteDtion to it. Nevertheless $'e
were told: "lt is very easy to remove a fiesh
kangaroo carcass - simply protect the hands
with gloves and drag the animal otrby a leg or a
tail. If the admal is female check the pouch for
young,"

- by Don dnd Sue Minchin
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OUTIN6S / EVENTS -I.TAY.JXTNE '09

The following trips and field events are planned.

subject to $eathei and level of parti.ipalior. For
,he 'nor( d'slaJrl t.ips. plea.e conljr_r vortt

participation widl the specified leader.

SHORT HILLS SANCTUARY CLEANUP
Sunday. Nlay l. 2009,10:00 a.m.
Please help the Hamiitor Naturalisls Club lvith
their annual mairtenance of Short Hills
Sanctuary, at the comer of Metler Road and

Centre Street, east ofNorth Pelhan. Bring lunch
and tools. With many hands heiping, there

should be time after to enjoy the wild flou'ers.
Contact: Blian Calvert 905-892-626'7

TROUT LILIES AND TRILLII]MS
Saturday, May 9, 2009. 1:00 p.m.
Many spring rvild flowers should be in bloom ilt
Shot Hills Provincial Park. The fimt parl of the

*-alk wili be along the wheelchair-accessible
Paleozoic path. Then we will trek dollnsteam
along the rocky gorge- Meet at the Roland Road
enlrance. Contact: Brian Calvert 905-892-6267.

ANNIIAI, PT'N BIRDING OUTING
Sunda,, May 10, 9:00 to noor
Watch for migrating birds in Maicolmson Eco-
Padi. Meet in the parking lot on the north side

of Lakeshore Road, a1 Niagara Street. Contact:
Barb West 905-935-5339.

ALLEGHENY NATIONAL FOREST
May 15-18, 2009 weekend
Geology and wild flowers along hiking traiis in
Pennsylvania. Camping area is p mitive, blrt
inexpensive. Passport not required until June 1.

Contact: Brian Calvert 905 -892-626'7.

BEA\DR VALLEY HIKING
May 22-24, 2009 weekend.
Seriors hiking with the Ganaraska Trail Club, &
visits to Feversham Gorge and Eugenia Falls.
Free primitive tenting in Brian's *oods-
Contact: Brian Calvert 905-892-6267 .

MARCY'S WOODS FLORA & FAUNA
Saturda], May 23, 2009, 10:00 a.m.

Nfeer.,vlti the BeIt Miiler Nature Club iD

\,{a!-.cl's \\ioods. at the scrith end of Hollowa;,
Bay Road. Coiiacl: Eari Plato 905-894-2417.

ONTARIO NATURE ANNUAL GENBRAI,
MEETING
SaturdaJ,, May 30.2009, Southampton. See

Onta o Nature \\ebsite for details.

M.A.RCY'S WOODS (SECOND CHANCE!)
Sunday, May 31, 2009, 10:00 a.m.
\4eet with the Niagara Falls Nature Club to see

many types of plants and birds also. Galhet at

the soulh end of Hollo*ay Bay Road. Bing
hu'rch. Contact: Joyce Sankey 905-329-9672.

RETURN TO MTDLAND
June 5-7, 2009 weekend.
Visit Wye Marsh,,{wenda Provincial Park and

other natue spots in the Huronia area. Last
time, we saw plenty of wildflowers and birds.
Motel or tenting acconrmodations. Contact:
Brian Calvert 905-892-6267.

BROWN'S POINT _ANNUAL PFN BBQ
Saturday, June 13, 2009, 10:00 a.m. Rain date

June 14. See last page of newsletter for
details.

NFNC QUEENSTON HEIGHTS POTLUCK
Wednesday, June 17, 2009, 6:00 p.m.
The annual Niagara Falls Nature Club potiuck
picnic supper a1 the pavilion, followed by a

walk in the u.oods. Bring plate, cup & ritensils.
Contact: Giselie Mills 905-892-39'73.

GEM & MINERAL SHOW & SALE
Saturday, Jure 20. 2009, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Visit u.ith the Niagara Peninsula Geological
Society at the Strawberry Festival, Beamsville.
Contact: w w11'. cclms. ca/clubs/npgs.

VAI,F,NS CONSERVATION AREA
Sunday June 21, 2009, 9:00 a.m.
Meet the Niagara Falls Nature Club at
Prudhommes Tim Hortons for carpooling to see

vegetalion, birds and animals. Contact: Janet

Danrude 905-892-2158.
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I f . ro m!n) lbl( in

.Vl .tJ p,ooabtr an.scr
::1 _:: i : ::::r:: ilat iust applies to thosc of

..: ,rir' ..:-.:ir'-. rLnhcred to roam around dle
a l.riLri i:.: \r\\\a\. such a crcck does

-\ rr. rr-J :.-: : s Binblook ('onscr\dl:,,n
.{reB. anJ li e\eI1 .loser to a landllll site in
Glanbrook .\ll ol \l1ich relates 1() the
prescnlalion dral I)r Chris Bunt gave us at the
\4arch PF\ meeting.

Going back almost a decade, Chris was

researching Buckhom Creek lbr the NPCA and
the Niagara Restoation Council, to determine
$hcther an) baricrs to fish migraliotl needed lo
be remedialed (i.e. removed). He was tipped off
to a section of fte Creek around \\'hich a strone
and disagrceablc odour was kno$n. The Creek
at this point runs only a feu, meters away liom
the Gianbrcok lal1dlili. and it \\as suspected that
somcthir,g lcaching from thc landfill cause the
lbul odour. Horvever- it also tumed oul thal a

spring bubbling up very close to the strcam
produccd the odour. qhich Chris determincd as

being'.otten-egg sas' (hydrogen sulphide).

Ir becarne obr iourr ,na, *u,"' |.r.orrl ,hr, .pring
'was runnins lnto and mixirlg witl] thc Crcek
waler. Also. for about 500 meters do\msreatn
no lish or irny other $ildliL could be lbund in
the stream. Above the sp ng entrance. and
beyord 500 m dou,nstream, fish lived normally.

Since the Cit] o1-Hamilton included this area
in it: hound:lrle". rhe ( it\ deiioed al one poinL
to cap thc spring and be rid of the foul smcll.
HoRever. as Chris described it, the Ciiy droYe a

large pipe inlo the spring, capped it, and
promptly the pressule in the spring blew the
crppcd;ipr right out rrithr.pring. ( xppin! \^r:
summarily abandoned.

Eventualll. Chris and his assistants found that
numerous spccies of fish iived in the steam
upstreaun Iiom the spring, and Iike$,ise at about

1000 metes downslream. In the distance
atrected by the spring q,ater, they found by
experiment that fish would not live, paftl),
because of 1o* oxygen content, partly because
of sulphur compounds that made the water
acidic, and partly because the *ater was also
salty from dissolved salts welling up from
whateve. source feeds the spring. Chris's
opinion was that the water dedves from an
aquifer of unknown depth. On a positive note,
he found no evidence that the landfill was
related to the water-source for the spring.

As a sidelight to his presentation. Chris also
explained how the Welland Rivet from the
Niagara fuver upsteam to Port Davidson,
undergoes essentially a fresh-water tidal bore
twice daily. This is caused by manipulation of
the water level in the Welland River which
serves as a water reserr'o fbr the OPG
generators al Queenston. Where the Wellard
Rirer crosse. lhe Welland Canal, thc rirer is

forced through deep siphons that run under the
Canal, and fish have been shown to nigmte up-
and down-stream through these siphons. Just
one more oddity ofNiagara. to go along with its
own miniature version of 'OId Faithful'-

This cheerful group are the participants in the
2009 Maple Syrup walk at HNC Short Hills

we'rc sure you will recognize everyone!

Thanks to Dawn and Rick for photos, and to
B an, Don and Sue for articles in this issue.
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wF MAy BE MAILING/ENIAILING A 'Fl,ASH-sll E ET' ol' ollrl\GS l'oR.lLL)-At cllsr - KF'rP \\'ATCHING

YouR MIDI.{!
Al,L ou I INGS ARE WIATHER-DEPENDEN-T - IF IN DouBT, CALLTHE DEslGl\ATf,D CoNTACT. FoRTHE

MORE DISTANT TRTPS, PLEASE CONFIR]VI YOUR ATTENDANCE WlTH THE DESIGNATED I 'EADER'

BROWN'S POINT.ANNUAL PFN BBQ
Saturday, June 13,2009, 10:00 Rain date June 1,1.

The annual PFN barbecue meets at Brown's Point, on the east side of the Niagara

Parkway, ca. 2 km north of Queenston (between Line 3 and Linc 6)' Walk in the

forest to see gravel deposits from the Frontenac Stage, when the Lake Ontario water
level was a bit higher. Also, a marker from an old border survey after the War of
1812. Contact: John Potter 905-892-2566.

The Peninsula Field Naturalists Club
A non-plofit organ ization started h I 954 with the objeclives 1(r presen e wildlife and proiect its habiiat,

to promote public interest in and a knolvledge ofthe nalural hisrory oflhe area. and 1o promote,

enio,,rage and cooperate with organizations and indiv;duals having similar interests and objectives'

Affiliated with OniarioNature (ex-FON) and Nature Canada.

PO. Box 2303 i, 12,1 Weliand Ave., St. Catharines. ON. L2R7P6

The Peninsula Naturalist Newsletter

Publis hed: F ebr|rary, April, October
Circllati.n: 120 recipients per issue

The Editor welcomes writien articles or artrvork on any

natural hjstory topic. Handwritten articles are accepted;

ifpossible, please submit typewritten adicles, computer
disks, or email to jmpotter@valxire.com All pieces of
dr$ork $ ill be accepled. although line drau ing' are

preterable. a. thel are berer <uiled lopholo.op)ing.
Ne*,ideas and conslructive criticism are always
welcome.
Editoial 9alJ: lohn Poftet
Labe ing/Mailing: Kay Snttlh

please send submissions to the above address

Deadlines for submissions 2009:
Jan.28; April l0; Sept.30

President
Past Pres.

Secretary
Treasurer
Membership
Environment
Dircctor
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

2OO8/09 PFN EXECUTIVE

905-892-2s66

905 -892-6267

Johi Pottel
Roman Olszewski

Wendy Bradley
Don Minchir
Brian Calvert
Shannon Fletcher
Barbara Austir '
John Black
Brian Calveri
Moira DaYidson
Loraine Desjardins
Bryao Joule
Don StevensoD
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