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tl Iolrll .oar(.,nc n'cr.e l(ll m. '^he'c llc
W .','n,,,", o, 0d rrcrrr. lr 'ectr'. trk,' ,' r') r

lew u'eeks ago that we $ere at Njagara Shorcs.

eniol ing a walk and barbcque alld thcn pootl I

lrust lhat everY.rlle has eljoyed thc sumncL iind

is no\l gearing up lol the olhcr great C'rnadian

scason. Canada does havc tlvo seasolls' of
'$ i rl(t rlr.l 'r'n r.,'Lc'ion'

rvhite. one pollcholnic.

I iltended to begin tl'tis mcssage uilh
conlments alrout 1l1e Natural I leritage InlcntoD'
but. as \'!e sa1, sortclhing calnc up. Thc
'sonrcrhing is drc llovince of Orlario's ncu'

Endangercd SPccies Act. Bv nou'. some ol1_ott

ma,v bc saying lhat's o1d neus. Why lvrilc
ahoul it?' On the othcr hand, perhaps it slipped

past lou whilc the sumlner rveadlcr was balnY'

Hor,vcver. any tinrc a governmeut at whalevcr

lcvel dccides to rc-xrite legislatioll rvhich is

intendcd to prolect living things, it is r'ver too

lale to takc a long look at \h.rt's bcing

pr-oposeri. The govcnlmcnt passcd the Acl hack

in lvlav 2(107. but lor various reasons il onlv
cane lnto efl'ccl on.lune 10. 2003. In thc

mcilniime ihe r\ct was subject to cotsullation
rvith rarious inter-est gr-oups, inclucling the

lixeslrf indusrry anci advocac-,- gloups likc
l-lcoJustice and llle I)avid Suzuki l'iundetion' A
.lr, L-..p ,^. .r'.J o\., . r'l 'll rr.. c c"' rp iolr'

thill nciiher industl'\' nol crllironmertalisls had

expecl.d lo bc included; both sides lllought the

other *as being lhvour-cd.

In ,n\, case. the Acl is the tiNt to conlbitle

science based listing ol cndaogered ipecies \\'ith

lrandatory habilaLt prolccliol and lnandaloLl

recover'1 plannillg. lt also oflers llexibilit,v

rnechanisnrs 10 encouragc ste\\'ardship and

acconlmodate ccrtai la d uscs that do l'lot

jeopardizc thc survival oL rccoveqv 
. 
of

endanr:ercd species. Thc hahil[1 protectlon

aspect is one lhat ha-s gleet potcDti'l lo be

heneficial. ln looking at publishcd reports oll

uhich specics arc endangercd, thcatened, or ol
s;recial coucem. utban devclopmcrt aud

dcstruction of habilat keep popping up as causes

lor lhe risli to species l'rtn butterflies and bir'ls
ru JrJnr. . rcp ilJ' arrd .rrnphihi'rn '. l{igl' rn\\' lll

Niigara, l2 spccies face cxtinction and rnolhcr
'r ".., rlI..,.,cJ. ,n.tl\ b" l,lr].er ,cli\' \.

And (amazitlg to mc!) Arnerican lleech islr't

evcu ol1 the Canadian list...

r-hese od.l obiects are a funqus
.al l ed Dead Man's Finqcrs,seen
irest rincoln on our Tnventory.
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}IAI-COL!ISON \\'ILDFLOWER OTITINC,
)tAt l | /08

A 4,6'Ln I \(\o, ,- lb.,ur.. But .. i

frlKc .Lrrr. I l-ir,(t1.Jll. I lrutL,r, \(t oll
through thc \\ilds of l\lilicolnrson lrco-i'ark on a
cool N4ay moming. not to paint but at Ieasl lo
obser'\'e and photograph.

In spile of thc cool da), a nLr bel of bird
species ucrc about some N{allards on lha \vater
in the Amphibian \\'etland and anothcr malc on
rh. wrtcrfo\!l Pond. An Oriolc fNorthernl) u,rs
also seei neaL thc Pond. and another PIN
member (l.,lainc Gillcsbl). $hen met ol1 a trllil,
reported harirg seen a Scerlel lanager.

On the small plant sidc. 'lloutJily. Jack-in-
tr.t.r'rrlp't. Irl ,':.ri ,,r,,r'\ \crl. iu,rrur '.-
i,i. \4..\-.,lile. \,.Bi, i.' \lo,I,r''rr,'r. i l

Storksbill (a rather prelty llve-petaled pink
llorvered alien rvirh t'crn like lea\es). a d
Kidnc,v leaved BullercLLp wele sccn.

Of interesl anlong the valiolrs tlces &1d

shlubs wcre SweetgLrn (a rclDnani fioln the old
Sea\{ay Authorit] nurser)_), a lery Largc and old
\\'illorv (Black?), nunrerolrs llass\roods (one
qlrite large) and at lcast tluee Butlet-nut tees.
The remains of nlany aliell Orienlal Bitlenvscct
vincs huug lion1 laious necs. and Poison-l\')'
was paevalcnt, including some thlch helc
derclopcrl a trcc-like shape liorn climbing up

and lhrough the Frosl ieDce on lhe Sca\la-v sidc.
\n rrcrrr.:,.n "i rr',1'cr', 9ui\tlr.'.'' i.

beconring r-an4raut along thc trails. In the
parking-lot a[ea. Paw-Paw trccs \1ere .jLrsl
bcginning b1oon. aud thc (so calLeri) Duarf
Chi[quapin Oaks on the bcrms wcre at least 1$'o

rrctcrs ii hcight.

I)oI Ilcalherton \lias thc bcst hiskrrian on lhis
outing. as a resuh of his mernories of thc
appearxnce ofLhc propclty and its gerdcns \"_hcn

it belonged to thc Scaway Authorit],. Back then.
the circular gardcn in front o1' thc Lo|d &
Bumhafi Greenhouse $as a rcal shorvpicce.

SIiASoN'S END BBQ AND OUlI\C;,
JU\t.21108

'-r'l'. firrrl .,Lr-rrr:: of tl.c lri07-08 \c.,r \\... dl
I.^,,,,,. r,, il',,.,^ Slr,,rc, torl.r ril..lr',r

barbeque. The \,.'aathcr *as lookirlg a Lril

omirous. bur a gagglc ol Jrarcll souls aboul l'l_
stlong rppcared at the appointcd hour.

Somc nrcntbeLs ma) recall lhat in ibmret
tim.s Niagara Sh,llcs rvas a prop.rll nlanagcLl

by lhe Niagara PeniDSUlar (lonser\rliolr
r\uthorit\'. \lorc rccelldy Niagara Sltores has

becn considcrcd a rnunicipal pr,i'k. lt
cnconlpasses Four' Nlilc Pond *hicll is al1

excellerlt spot for duolis. he.ons. muskritls and

largc carp. Alo[g thc i-al(c Ontalio shoreiine.
banli swallo[s nesl by th. hundreds. and can

almosl always bc seell diirting aboul catcling
insects. Ir thc \\,ooded !.r'ees of the ploilerty.
plants of interesl include both highbush and

lorvbush blucber-ry. sevcral species of oaks-

large black chert trccs- and somc of the largest

scrviceberr) trees lo bc tiund.

All this and rrore was on the tour as $e
\\,alkcd thc paths ol thc lroperly. tlrtouSh the

\n'oods alld rloig th. edges o1 1hc pond. A
clusler of paintcd turtles $erc sullning on a

sefii-subm.lged log as ,'vc passed by, rlhilc a

lalge slappirg tlu1lc seemed 1() be colrsiderirg
$'hether to hare lu le on thc hall-shell tbr
lunch. I-argc carp lero splashing in lhe shallo$s
of thc poncl. Near the end of the ualk. a largc
greerl mass \rlts seel1. thc resull ol'll nllnlber 01'

h'ees a.d shuhs bcing blanketcd b1 Olierrtal
hi[- r,\\ <<r 1r,1,('n \ir.L l.JLo('\.'r\.'. r,]Lrli'.:
to thc ground.

\\ie Lralbeqlrcd sausages. hanlburgs and

vcggic burgers on thc portable barbcquc.
erljoyed relitxing mcl chatting. and \'ctc llrckl
lhat ihc rairr ]ust started ils c pacl(cd the hst of
rhc lLrncil gcar itlto the trrck. Allolher tailgatc
paltv. another )car of PfN oulirrgs conlplelc.
thanks to those who hclpcd rvith thc cookin'l
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LOOKING AHEAD

-Fnr l'l N I\(L.rt\- .!rl I Lr ..1.. r'r
I -..,, 1,"r.. \r lr. . .r \. i,r.., !cncrJl Vc.ri'r'l

in Novcftbcr l00ll. the l-ollou ing membcrs rvill bc

standing fbr re-election:

l'resident: John Po[er lbr i"l tcrm
Sccrcta.! \Vendl Bradley ibr 2"r tcrm
Mcmbcrship Brian Calrerl lor i"l term
Direclor Barbara Austin lbr- j'J tem
Directo( .lohn Black for i'r tcrnr
Dircctor Nloir'a Da\ idson for I'd tcr-m

Direclor Lonaine Dcsjardins for 2''l ternr
Dircctol' Don Stevenson lbr i'J tcr_nr

Director Briai Joule is haltivay through his second
2-year lerrn. and l'rcasurcr Don Nlinclirl \\ill be

bcginning his ,111' term. By delauh, Past-Prcsidcnt
Ronun Olszervski will bc beginning his thircl tenn.
Nore that thc otlicc of Vice-President is ctrrcntl\
\.acant. and one Director posltlon is also untilled.

We knorv enr ircrnnerrtalists bcllcve in re-o1cling.
blrt I_1n sulc that \!u also know what dcvclops
uhcn onc group caries the load tbl too long.
An,vbodl up 1or taking on somc of thc lrurdcn??
Volunleers??

/'\rr rn cn.ircl\ dillcr-nL n.rt(. LhJ L^ci.rt-,.'
(Jrc." ,'1 r,'r.,1 rhHI rlrc Plrololr-ph.
Eiposilion a1 thc lnst Pot Luck Dinner was well-
received. As a rcsult. \le rvould like to make this
an aillual event Pleasc lakc this as )oul firsl
notice of the 2009 PFN Photrigraphic Expo and
slal.t considcling r\lich photos in youl- na1u]e

collcctior you rvould like to share wilh the resl ol
the Club menbers. Further intir next timc.

Grccn l rcc Flog - West Lincoin ca. I cm long-

NATt, ttAL TIABITAT PRESI'RVAI-ION IN
ONTARIO A }IIXED I'ECORI)

I rlrirrk i roul.r o: .eirlr ,.r-.r t "' \drrr' (lru:r't.
I r. .,1 i i, r. . 1. I .,,.,.cr rt.. \d.,'r rr'.rlr. 'l
askcd. $.uid likell agree rvith that assessnlcllt.

l, r L.o.c rrl n,is s.l .,.rr .r rl\' r'. \ rn.. ;rr' , n
Septcfibcr 2f. you nlissed an opporlunily to hcar I
l-.oiscd, \\'ell-spoken young naluralist who 'calls
'em as hc sccs 'cn1_'- Not onl) an e\cellcnt
speaker but also a persoi \rho sho\\s talent as x
w.itcr. and a ltenuine iiter.st in both lhe politicrl
and the environ,lcntal sides of Natu-c-

Adanr is a nalive of lrcn\rick. currentlv
stud]ing historl tl Brock l,niversily. At an eal-lv

age- he was capljvatcd wilh the stoly oi Gre) (\\ 1.

and developed e desire 10 go ;nto the $ilderncss
lbl advcnlrres ofhis o\\'ll. lhc u,oodlands arorrnd

Fen,,vick providcd his flrsi bNshcs u,iih nxlure.

HoueveL. lre fclt the Deed to go tarther aii.ld.
and ill his late leens hc and a liietd canoed llle
Olosk\\irr-Attawapiskal Ri\cr iust south ol' Polar

Bear Provincial l)ar'l<- in zr atca rlhere he irlblmed
us that thc Ortario gor,er'nrrrcur has noq allo$ed
diamond mining claiLrs lt) Dcfleers lnlclnational.
'Ihat canoe trip is the basis lin his book'Spiril of
Adlenture . He clearly qucstions the govcrnnlenl s

proccss of allo\\'ing nining claims or cro\ln land

to lbreigr compaiics. llc also adtnits to wreckirg
hi trrlrcr' . lr:rlJrrrrclc ico:r_-..tri1' tannc irr : c.rr

accidcnt (Adam was nol the dri!er at thc tinle!).

AdaDl $as elso thc fburder of thc Frieilds of
(lo11e Creeh. a citizcns group advocatinlt lor thc
plcservrlio[ of Co-u''le a reek ]n a heiillh)
condition. ard is r u,riter on nalurc in Niagara lor
local ncrvspapels. ln his discussion ol Ontario s

pleseNalion ol-naturatl habitat. he qlrcstioncd the
rvisdon ol rhc siting o1 \ irdmills lbr powcr
gcneration: tuised cortccr-rl ovcl'the erilent to \\.hich
liresis ar-e being rcmolcd: rnd muscd ufon horr
mall\ lrees could have beeu planted wilh thc

nlonc) speol on thc nijw LLJ:l) huikling at Ilali s

Iralls.
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ROCK POINT PRO\. P,\RK OT]TIN(;

/.\ n s I J1 : T .' <r - I g! .' .'16r,p 1r' r"
\J,'rc '. ", .. , \,r.. '. r r.rl' . r.l

Pcnins le Field \irrlrralisls 1net in I'onthill lo1 a

trip to Rock Poini Proritlcirl Park.

\\'e decidcd to trlr\el via Port Co][-'o le and

along the lak.shore. ,\ stop at the ponds in thc

\Vainlleet \\trlands rieldcd Greal Lgrcts plus

Bluc ar,d Green Hcrons, a good start to the da).
Iurther along uhile looklng tbr repo ed Rcd

Headcd \\'oodpeckcls (no lucli), \\c tound an

Fastern Blucbird ar1d a white Breastcd

Nuthatch. A quick stop at llarbolvi$v yicldeci a

Strnderling along rvitir a lerv gLt11s. onc of which
uas a Booaparte's.

,\t Rock Poirt PIov. ['ar-k. a]though the skt
\as still slightl,v overcast lbe park \ras r bla7.
r.rl color'. Ihe Goldcnrods and Astcls are

spectacular a1 this tine ofycar.

We made our wa] to lhe vicwing staid
hopjng to fiDd soire shorcbirds bul as $c
appr-oaohed a Nlcllin \.vas sightcd. One Dunljn
and a f'ew Killdeer were all rve could find;
perhaps thc \lerlin was lire culprit here. As \\'c
rvalked alons the shore lr'c carlle across plants
such as Beacb Clotbur. l'jath Ilusir and [lur-
Marigold (Bidens lao,is). A bonus howelct r.vas

a Rcd Sacldlebags dragonlly perched on a shrub.

After lunch at the day use arca. we hiked
alo[g one ol the trails through some bush and

ol1 through a ll]eado\l arca. \\'e sfl\r thrce
d'ncrcr" .p<.'i.'. ,' i)o!\uru lnd tun -pe.ir.
of Vibu|iul)1, all bea|ing lir.rit. Anolhcr ele-
calcher $as a fine exarrrple ofSpicebush rn,itll its

bright rcd i!lt. ln thc bush uea a number oi'
uiltiIi'nt l.rr.,i \\(rc ro.rc\J rrrd .or'.. pi. t ic.
\vcrc taken in ord.r to hopcfulll identil-\'thcnr
latcr. Probabll dte overcast was the reason tor a

lack of brillerilies although re did see a couplc

of Sulphu|s and a fcu, l\'lorlarchs br.lt lrot \tllat
rlc had hoped lor-ihc keen eyes ola couple of
bi|dels lburd a Ycllorv hellied Srpsuckcr lbr rll

Altlrough birds. buttcrllies & d d|agoillics
were not ahu.dant ell thc participitnls sccmed !o

.rjo) thc ouling.

Cofr'ibuteJ b) ltjck Yorrrg lhanks. I<ickl ,l

BALL'S FALLS DOORS OPEN OUTING

ctober' 18. 2008. lves Doors Open Da) in

NiagaE. Aurong an! olhcr nltractions.lhc
neu LI'-EDID building at thc ljall s t'alls
Conserration CcDtre \\'as parlicipating in lJoors

Open. so a gloup ol PFN ilel)1bcrs decided lo
avail themselves oflhe liec vieuing.

At I0:0 al11. \rC nlet rl thc nerv building. bul
.ir.. ,lr. Ltnor. Lf!. l.-'r\o r". r '\iri r .'r Lr..rr('

rcad). we electcd to first go on a hikc lo r]rc

Lo*er and l-lpper l"alls. 'fhe \lcalher \las
clelightlirlly \\'aor, the lhll colour rvas still
brilliant, and the propcrty wrs au'ash wilh other

l,ur;\. r'1,.\ ..:1.']irri' t\.' Jrr. \\c t'<t"
tcmporalil) ioincd by a group c'f (ilrl Guiclcs

vihosc chanting loudly erlsurcd that r1o birding
\\,ou Id be possible.

r\loug thc trail to the Uppcr lralls. 13r'iall

Calvclt poinled out some of the geologic:rl

leatur-cs. includiug a horseshoc-shaped rocli
Jbrnlatiorl \!here lwcnt-v_-Nliie Crccl< had carr ed

a u,aterfall belbrc the last glaciation dumped

cnough gr'alel aud rock to block tltc firrnet
rivcrbed. It is asbulding to realize that once a

nlajor setllenrcnl wilh a \rricu of ilclorics
existcd \\ficre io\{ thctc are orl,Y relrllanis ()1'

slonc \\'alls arnon!:st lhc tlees irnd rock

l_ormalio11s,

llack at lhe NPCA building, archilect Greg

Rcddcn erplainctl the desigrr concepts ol thc

nc,,v buikling. l.l-EDlllr stancls Iir' [.eadelship
in llnetg), ard Fnvitolll'tlental Design' arld the

ncn building l]as been situatcd and constluctcLi

to rneel lhc I l-lEDr.rtl sta dads. I-hc orienl.ltion
of the sLructure txkes thc besl adlenLage of lhe

sur l'or light and heatinu. l( t)nl i nt)tt l)Ltga)
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BAl.l;S F{LLS D()OR! OPIIN OliTlNG
(co.rinued)

lhc nlain healing is b-v geolhcrrnal capture

liom a tubillg i)-stenl t\\o lllctcr_\ uilder lhc

pa|kiug lot. Tha non_poiable water is capllLled

liom precipitation on thc root'. slor'ed in a largc

reservoir undet a garden at lhe tionl oi the

building. aml anl cxcess lvater ovelllows inio a

$ater canal around thc gardcns.

'lhe scptic systel1l is sell-contained and uscs

lo\ -llow lixlures and a largc bactelial digester

Lo rcplaoe the need for an cxtemill lvccping bed

Structural lnate als are all'local'-sourced.

liutsidc. thc laDdscaping uscs natlvc plants

and shrubs consistcnt with the Niagdra area

The only extcrnal scnices required alc

eicctricit) and potable-$'aier lrucked in lbr
,.r rrNin!. All.,Jelhcl. rllc buil lin ' :\ ouir(
rdvanced tiom the days \rhen an cco-1'ri1:ndl)

Luilding rvas thought to be one built
undcrground \\,id1 a grass roo[.

IT'S \OT TIASY I}LINC GREIlN:

/\r r.rolll.'o bru r l. or .folleJ. o- rl .. ol-

\J,.rri.... oLl (r LL,ruLr'.' l.r"l rr"T s ,'n I luid'
are. Whcn Kermil thc l'rog sang his song'lt's
Not liasy llcing Circcn'rears auo, \ xr totlld
lJavc lhoueht that Amphibia would besolrlc tlle

ccluivalent oflhc provcrbial 'canan in thc coal

rlrirlc . \\t.n it cilrllc to cllclnical polluilon.
Latel)'. houevcr, rcports are suggesling that

frogs. toads. and othcl amphibians are being

scvcrel) stressed b-v Lrispccilied pollulants.

Pcsticides jusl aaturall) conle to l11ind.

No\\,. d Ilnivcrsjt) ol Pinshurgh studl.
publishccl iIL ihc Oclobcr I issuc ol Ecoiogical

,\pplicalions . points clircctl) et Iralalhion.

It lrnrs oul thxi rualathioi the mosl popular

r.... i.iJ, ..r lll. I ni ,J ' rt' ' .-'r J..'i' '
Leopard lrog ladpolc populalions L'1' aLteling

thcir lood chain.

Nonltell_\, taclpoles in a poud llcd on boitonr-

chvclling aLgac. Thcse botl.nn-d\relling algae

requirc sLmlighl to gro\\. Ii rile surllight is

blocked. tire botton-drvelliig algac clie. and thc
,irJ,rnlJ. .r..1( l'5rrup.rrr.r.. o- ..r1:1,:
..,-r.. "lic, e_ou u' llr( 'ull.t(- olr llrc I'u'r'l'
can block sunlight h1 cole(ing thc pond

sLLrlacc. What nonlally kceps Lhc lloating alllac

liom cloing this is tiny organisrns "llcd
Tooplankl()l1.

Ilere's \\'he1c malethion comes itl What

,'..1p\"r.. r. ll,1' , orr Jo c . I n,rlJlllroll r'l \
not kill thc tadpoles dircctll'. bul jl \\'ill liill lhe

/J f,.,'rltur . \\ i ',o ll lr( z"c1'1.'nkr"l' tl''
Iu:,rirp Jl!Je!ti,k. tlrc p.,rrJ '-r] rcc i\c.\\'.cLl
\rlth lloating algae. no strrlight gcts do*n k)

thc bottom-d\aclling algae, and thc ladpolcs

Ilavc l!o lbod sourcc. so thc] slarve-

'l'his chain ol e\ents happcns olJcr scveral

\r'ccl(s. Some tadpoles. such as those of lhc

\\bod li-og. nature rapi.lly and are not aflicted
by the changes. I lowevcr, tadfoles of Lcopard

l'rojr. nrrlurr ||o'. .1, \ l rr'd tlre .'nrrtir".:rr;

hck ol botto[1-d\\,cLlirq a]gac prevcnls thcse

ladpoles from devclopiug inlo aclult ltogs'

Ihis situatioll see s to liapPei morc \ilil
rcpexted low doscs of malalhion then wilh onc

singlc lalgc dose. Thc seicntists uho studicd il
sir) that lhe rcsults probably would be the samc

\\lLL ir l',ttt.',.'t ^l ,'.1'r'. i. '..'liJi,l.\ 
:' 'l'- 11

Norlh Amcica- /\l:o. the i,SA lar'vs do ttot

rcqrrite lesling the chcDicals on amphihialls' so

noirodv lito1ls thc indirccl risk ellicls of
It.cjt:.t.1(. .l \r pltir.i.. l'r. .:..'1:.t. :r\

'-lhese results derronsiratc tilal we nccd 1o lalie

11 nluch broadcr r'ie* ol thc conseqllcllces

peslicj.lcs nright halc ili !'Ln- \\uld " '\m'rr-
BIothcIsl



OLDEST I,I\ I\(i TITEL FOT]\I) IN
SWI' I)I' \

The uorlcl; L.l.i;:: ,..;,.i..n ii\ ir)s tlee. e coniler
dlat tirst tor,l, rr,': :: :lr: .nJ ofthe lasl Icc .\gc.
has heen di:c,r-':r':.1 in !,rcdel. tesearchcrs sa1.

T}re r isiblc pr,:ri,,n ,rt lli. ll-irot-tall (,I-meter-

rxll) ChrislmGi iraa iil t ancieDt. but its root
sl stem has 'or-.':r glo\\ iD,q lbr 9,550 -vears. says

I-ei f Kullrnen. i.roi!s.or- at llmei Lini!ersir)'s
l)cpaflmei! ni i c,rlog) and Enviroomcntal
Science ir ,(lc.len.

Discolered in 100.1. the lonc Nor\{av spruce
represents the planet's longesl-livcd idcntified
piant- Kullman's leam lound the shmbby
mounlain sulvivor a1 an aliitude o12.985 fcct (910

aleters) in L)alarna Province. ['he trce's incr-edible
longcvit-v is largel) duc to its abilit] to clone itscll.
'fhe sprucc's stenrs or trunks ltavc a lilespal of
around 600 )ears, but as soon as it slem dlcs. a
new one cmclgcs liom dle sarnc root stock. So lhc
trcc has a ver-y long lilc cxpectanc).

Rristlccone pines in the wcstern tlSA tre
gcnerally recogtlized as thc \iorld's oldest
continuously slaidirg trccs. 'lhe most ancient
rccnrd-\1. iu.r { .riilorr: '< U'rilJ \1.,llIrr r,. :.
Jrrc,l lu cror,nd \.0{rr, -..-r. r!u. ll c.r . ;r i.
dcternlined bv counting tree rirlgs. which fol.ln
amuail) \{ithin thcil trud(s. But i1t thc casc of lhe

Norway spruce, ancient ren1 ants of its roots \rere
l.adiocarbon dated.

fhe snrdy team also idcntified other ancierrt
spluces i1r S\\,cdcn lhat $'ere belwecn 5.000 Nnd

6.000 -vcars old. Trees much oldcr than 9,55{)
rcurs rroulJ b. rr)nn"ihlc in \\sdcn. bc.rt...c ii.
sheels colered thlj colrntry unlil the end ofthe last

lce Age around I 1.000 lears ago, Kullntan notcd.

Thc rcscar-ch lor-ns parl ofar ongoing studl inlo
horv arrrl rvhcn tr-ees cololized Scantlinavia afler il
hacl lharvecl.

I\'ior to I('ullmarl's slrrdics the gcneral conccpt \\as
that spruce lniglirled to this area about 2.000 )cars
ago. Hou'c!cr. .lcglaciatiorl lnay ha\,e oocLLrrcd

earlier then gcncrall\ lhottght aDd perhaPs the ice

shcct durillg llre Icc Agc rvas nruch thinner than
prelioursly bellcvcd. The lr'ec studl rral also hef
erplirin hou planls \\,ill rcsporld to culrcnl olimatc
chrngc. Kullnlan said-'l.r'ecs ha\c an ahilir) to
n1igl-ale nluch faster tban pcoplc haci bclicved.

\ iluo.il . ,'r1r'lL ll'rJ( tl" Jllci(l I llr,'r llnil.
conit'crs casier lbr lhe studv leaill to find. Io.
0,.,.r1 ,rl(,ri ,lllc' 'ur\: -J ir.l.c r, r,rr ,i
lundra as lo\\-growing shrubs pethaps less than a

n ct.r'lr;;lr. '<-llJrrJrr "ri. '\.rr llr;' .rr< P|orr'rr-
up like mushrooms ]oll ccn see them rcadilv."

flut climale changc couid aLso swamp thesc Iivill.l.I

lce Ago rclics. l he lreelinc has clintbed up to 655

I cl (2t,0 Irct(_, rn d.liluJ( irr ll,c l',r.1 cL rlr,r\ i l

lhe ccntral S\\eden study area. thc tcanl fbund. A
great change it1 thc iandscarpc is going on. Sonle

1olver nrollntains which \rcrc barc tundra Iess than

a huDdred )eals ago are llolv totall,v covelcd b)
lbrest. l\{ormtairls tend to plovide a refugc lb. the

plalefs \cnemble trecs because ofrcduced
colrlpetition liortl rrejghhors and olhcr Planls and

bocausc thc sparser vcgctalion around thc

limbcllinc is less !ulncrablc u lbrcst flrc-s.

Anothcr laclor is lednccd hurrlall inrpaots such as

logging. said Ton l larla of thc Labolatory o1'
'fr-ee-Ring Rescalch at the flnivcrsily ofArizona.
Hunan acriviry lorver down has demolished all
sorts ofdlings drat could have been cxtrefiel) old.

I larlan says the ncwly dated Slvcdish spruce lrees

have "quilc an rxtraordinary age." IIe accepts

S\\,eden havirl!! a tree $lich has becn gro"iing Lr
olore than 8.000 )'eals. I Ic roted dcad renuins ol'
Crlilornian bristlccone pirles dating to abolLt 7.501-)

ycars ago ha\e been found up to i00 fiet highcr in
altitLLdc than au! 1ilir1g hristlecones. So at,lnc
tinlc lrces \\ere prLshing aggressjvcl! into arces

they had no1 hecn in bcibre. hc said.

i.hn.'Orrr Sl..Lh.l r \tLi.rtl (i..-!rifrlt i'.s1Al". 11rr)lrl
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Ramblings...

/-\n r ,Lrr L.. l" 'l ,..)'n1. "( -'."
(J.,,'..,0.,-, ,.. l. ,,cr "-,..r.;o.Lr.
oraigc. AulLrJri has cootc agaiD. With lhe

anival olillLtumn- :olJenroLis lade fiotll )ellow
to brorr'n. asicri lo:. ih.ir pulplcs and blLles- and

uildtlouers git.rall\ Lrecorl1c scarce. i|ir is e

sisnal 10 tholc of Lts \rlro B,e|e irvolved rvilh the

Natural 1ierilag. ln\cDLorY that our outdoor

\\'ork is done. \Lr\\ the crunching ofdata rnd thc

\riting of rcporls b.eins. and it's tinlc to
consiiler - \i:at ilid ue gain?

{ nassi\ c anlourll of data about the Niagara

\\oods and \\ild areN erc llow stol'ed on papcr

o[ on conputer disks at the Niagar-a Peninsula
( ot'{.r\rtiJn \Lrh.,riLr. \1or( inhn,atiuI
auaits at the Royal Botanical Gardens llhete
collccted spccimens arc being idcntified b1

Le\onomists. That knourledgc is destincd lo be

usel'ul \\,hcn plalx1ing dccisions arc being nrade.

particularly \\,hen plannirlg might altect
Niagara's dwindlirrg arcas o1'foresl and swamps.

In somc cases. spccics oI plants \!ere found
uhich have nol beer seen in Niagara fol neull
a cenlur\'. \\e can saJ, \\'ith satisfaction thitt \'\'c

hclped to pro\ ide that data.

Those sclertrl of us $h,r volunteered 10 do

lield$,ork, to go into ihe lields ancl *oods anri

nosquito-inlested slough lorests- havc gained

i.Irrrcrr,cl) rrr or.r abilili.' rr. r((uitli/c n'rlirc
and alien plants irnd trccs. Equall), rle havc

:r.'(l rir(d 3rr rrrJrr''t rr'drrlg ui' ro\ llr'rll\ .f..'i.'.'
(]1'llor'a are all around us, )et $'c cannot idcntil)'
lhem.

SoTc 'j u.l'a\" J. 'e.ulcd ltr* .tl cr.'' ir
tbe taxonorl! and habitats of species \\'hich \!e
fuok ibr $antcd- or ncvcr rcarl1! looked at

closell ro discover' u,hat makes thcm dislinct.
And rvc've gaired. pcrsonallJ,. a greater dr-light

rr lh..h,,,-r.c3 d re-.it- rt tl i. I((i.u .

\\t also gaiDed. I behcvc. a rvcalth ol
goodrvili capital amlms thc pd\ile lando\\'ncrs

u,ho generousLy allou'cd in\'entor) peoplc 1o

cnter tlreir fieltls and ti)resls. and 10 rccord and

photograph w,har they sa\\' and heard- i he

lancior'rnets of Niagala lli11, in tlre long run.

belelit fr-om lhc obseN atlolN ol this pilst three

summers. The\' \.-ill h.lve bctter inlometion
aboul wctlands and uhy they should not be

dlalncd. The,r' \.vill reccive bettcr ad!icc about

planling reloresrati()ll spcoies, as a result offilat
uos leaflled about the current hcaltir of the

roods. lhe-!- rvill be ablc to sce, in the

sunlmar'lcs o1'clata. $hicl'l spccies of plants and

trees are endangcred. aDd act accordillgly.

\\rc thanli rhcnr all lor thcir genelosil].

'I hc lollo\!,lng pholo sho\\s e BLue-Spotted

Salanrander. rvho ne encotrnlered in \\icst
Lincoln in the course ofour illvenlorling.

It uas siglrtings Iike this that Inadc the work
!\'odh\rti1e. - ,t.1.



EVENTS OFINTEREST

The Chlis:r:-'i> Bild Count will take place on December 14' 2008'

Please noie thai -*Iis is a change from what was originally published in the pink Meetings
Please noie mar Lnls ls a o[auBe

you are a birdcr or drivct

f :-: R : .- -.: ::: \ner'-Rilding Party will oe held at the Nofth Pelhan.r Youth Hall' 17I 8

\l .: . :::::l- \orth Pelharl. Please contact John ot Nlary Potter ifyou are willing to

... .-,i, helping at the Hall befole, durir.rg' arcl after the Party 905-892-2566'

REMINDER

Thc'\ovcmbcl PFN rneeting is lraditio'ally our Dessert Night' as rvell as being our

.\nnual Gencral Nleering. ileasc retnetnber to bring some goodies lbl the Desserl

The Peninsula liicld Nat!ralists Club
r,",.,"",;,,--,,.i." It'rJoL,". I'e ol-'(n \rrl r( 'up'^r''r;r'l irJr

'"^'.,.^*o 'l $\ Ie' re I I r' \ 'ol rl "'r'1rr roor"r'rc'
::1":.;::J;;;;";"i",',,r, " 

..",,,.*',^"".r,"aivkrLrars having si,"irar intcrcsts and orriectives

Aililiated '!ith 
Ortario Naturc ier [ON) a d Nanne Canada (ex CNI)

p.il. go)(::O:f . 114 \\'clla.d A\'c.- Sr' (lalilarines' ON' L2I{7I'6

The Penirrsula Nfl turalist Ne\vslette'

Prl6llsr../i February, MaY, Octobcr

Circuldtion:130 coPies Per issue
'lhe Editor \\clconrcs rvrilteli articles or arhvork on an\'

natural history lopic. Hand\ritten articles will bc

.'\ceIlrrl. alxI rlt..-rl .r. ll<:r'c ',brnI Ilpc'\rilrcrr

""1.,". .,'.n,,,o,,'.r,,.k..unriinirr:)orrr lrlr \l
nieces ofartrvoik rvill bc accepted. ellhough line

d|arvings are prel'erable. is they arc beticr s0it'd lo

fl, l. ,i,]in" N.$ :Jc1.d.ldc rr'r1r-ri\ccr:ri.i I

are alt a-'_s rvclcontc.
Dditotiul Stnff: Joh,r I'ottet
La h e t I i g/M n il i tt g : K^ :' Smitll

please send subnrissions to thc abo!e tddres\

Deadlincs for submissions 200?:

,l:ln. 2t ; April 10i ScPt. 30

2OO7l8 PFN EXECUTIVE
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