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PRESIDI]NT'S MESSAGE _ FtrB. 2OO8

-fahcre.. a sa)ing: lhere lrc luu dillds oi
I p.opl" - those ulro repiucrc pe.'ple into trro

kinds ofpeople - and those who do not'

In natuml sciencc taxonom)', there arc t\\'o

kinds of systcmatists - the splitters and the

Iumtcrs. lhe splittcrs uke c\cry opf'orlunitr lo
...ric new rlron.mi. spe(ies b\ splirting e pre-

existing species, if miror variations occur: ihc

lumpers takc every oppoltu ity to lump 1wo

.nciier r^pethcr inlo a 'ingle n.'\^ slecics al lhe

.;itltrc.t prctc\t ot simili itr. l m nol srlrc \rllal

the "intelligeDt-design" crowd think of these

svstcmatists...

in history, nalions have been divideti or

nrerqed \\'hencvet anyone in a position of pou'cr

or a:uthority thought it besl 1tr split or lump

*rolrns of pcoplc. Poliricrl pc-ni<' terrd to tale
opnosir, .i.lc' in an argumenl: deb.rtin3 rnJ
legal procedures are almost al\\'ays about

choosing sjdes. Who ever heard ofa three-sided

war?

I am reminded of thc attitude of one of \\hlt
Keily's chancters in the comic strip 'Pogo' - a

characler \dro explained his ambivalence in the

midst of an argumcnt by saylng: "Evcr see t*o
dogs iighting over a bone? Flver see thc bone

fight?"

Considcring all Lhe controvers,v ovcr g1oba1

rvanning - (is it real? Is it a libdcation? Ts it
ceused bv human aclivily? ls it a process caused

by ur,iural lorces otitside ofhuman aclivily?) '

somehorv. all of the debalcs and arguments

strike me the same \\'av - that is, the points lor
and against an-y human's attitude about global

warming matter about as much to Planet Earth

as does the dog-fight over the boie Planet Earth

docsn't really care to take sides on the global

riaming controversy - jt is just reacting lo
changing condjtions, much as the bonc.rencts.

F-oclls your thorLghts on ']c probable outcome

of thc renction ..

Nature photographers are reninded oi- the

display ofpictures at the Atu1ual Potluck l)inner
Mccting. 28 Aplil 2008. Subjccts: an,lthing

rclated 10 nature. Size: 5x7 in. or smaller

Maximum runbcr of Photos: 3 Per'

photographer.

Please bring your photos 10 o]le of lhc next

indoor meetirlgs (February or March). and give

them 10 ]larbara Auslit], Barb West or Don

Stevenson. $'ho r\,ill mount and label thc photos

lbr display. You can rctrieve youl Photos at the

end of rhe dinner'. ]\'laly people bdng theil
cameras on outirlgs- lt will bc fuIl lo see some of
the rcsulls.. -

INMEMORIAM

MARGARETLITKE



following are e\'erlls whicll will be happenjng

rgh April and \4ay, 2008 Some will oocur

NOTABLE OUTINGS FOR PFN

the next Newslettcr, so this rcminder

ausments ihe Meetings & Outings Prcgamme

(wiich may have been misplaced by now):

WAINT'LEET BOG & HAROLD I\IITCHELL
RESERVE: Saturday, Apr' 26,2008, 10:00 a'm'

Look for spring wiidllowers and sbrubs' together

with the Niasara Fatls Namre Club Veet at

McDonalds Restaurant, Highway 3- Pon Colbome'

Brins rubber boots and [u!rch'

Lead-er: Rick Yourg, 905-1 34-6226'

SIIORT IIILLS SANCTT]ARY CLEANUP:

Sunrtay, MaY 4,2008, 10:00 a'm'

We will betp the Hamilron Naturalists Club wilh

rheir annual 
-mainrenance of Shon Hills Sancuary,

at the comer of Metler Road and Centre Steet, east

of North Pelham. Bring lunch and tools (brush

cutters. shovels, gloves) ManY hands make lighL

work- so there should be lots of dme ro enjoy the

wild flowers.
ConlacL Bdan Calvert, 905-892-6267'

ROCK POINT BIRDING: SaturdaY, MaY 10,

2008, 9:00 a.m.

This annual Birding outing meets at the Port

Colbome McDonalds Restaurant on Highway 3 to

arranse car-Dooling. A good ouling for shorebirds'

but iso good for idand species' odonates and

butterflies in season-

Leader Barb West, 905-935-5339'

MALCOLMSON ECO.PARK WILD
ELOWERST Sundav, May 11, 2008, 10:00 a'm'

Meet in the parking lot, at the north erd ofNiagara

Street, St. C;thaxines. We will walk the trails to see

what is blooming.
Leader: NancY Luft, 905-93'7 -4664 '

NECROLOGY

Oncc again, a long+ine member ofthe
Peniisula llield Naluralists is gone liorn our
midst. 4.1 this time. we regret the passing of
Nlargaret Litkc, a Life-Mcmber ofthe Club, al

age 83.

Margaret died pcacefully at home on Sunday'

January 20, 2008. She leaves behind her

hushand Jacob" with whom she enioyed 60

re.rr. ol mcrriapc. Shc i' 'u^ ived olso by sir
childrcn, eleven grandchildren, and one great-

granddaughtor, as lvellas a brother and two
sisters-in-larv, and numcrous nicces and

nePhc\\'s.

Marsalet was a nTembcr ofGracc Mennonite

Chuich, and actively involverl in the (lrace

MeNronite women's Group- Besides her

interest in i(] Peninsula Ficld Naturalists. she

was also a member ofthe Niagara Hcritage

Quilters Guild. and a longstanding voluntocr

driver for the Canadian Carlcer Society. Along
with her dcvotion to her extended l'aolily,

Vrrg:rret cnjolcJ bird r atchiny. nolttrc'
quilting, and caring lbr others.

Hcr Iifc ua\ ccl(blirl(J ot Crlrce Vcrurrrnitc

Chulch. Niagala Slrect, St. Cathari.es on

Jrrru"rr 21.20U8. \vilh inlermcnl al \ i.Ioris
Larr Ccmetery.

Although I did not know her rlell, I have oDe

personal men]ory ofMargaret. I rvas asked io
.^nre rn lrer home on onc occasion to Dick upconre to het home on onc occasion to pick up a

oonrrion lbr lh( Pl vs ticlcl dri$ al tlleir
Annual Dimer evening. since Margarct was

ror able to attend that night. When I arrived'

she gave mc two beautifully-linished *ooden
folding chairs. u4rich had becn madc b,"- Jacob'

I still recall how ptoud she \\'as ofher
husband's handiu'ork.

\4argaret will blr nissed...

I
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ome (]1'us - perhaps n'lost of us - recall when

we used 10 see tall American Elnl trees wiih

ir cxnoDic. of nl.rncnes 'l ading 5lleel' or

'ttering pasture-1'eld: lhe elrn'. ol uiruripcg

and Frciericton rtere lependary. Yet rvithi[ our

lilctimc..uch cln. almo.l LeJqcd Ir c\i\l e\cefrl in

legend or memorl.

ELM TREE RECOVERY - YES? TTIE }'EAR OF T}IE FROG?

If Thile the Chinese zodiac designates 2008 as

W th" V"ar of fie RaL global consenation

oBanizations are calling this the 'Year of the

Frog', particularly apropos since this is a leap-

,"ui The serious reasotr for the designaliotr is that

hog. uttd frog species (along with other

amihibjanst are disappearing at unusually rapid

rates: so much so that extinction looms for l/3 to

1/2 of amphibian sPecies.

Frogs and other amphibians are both terrestdal

and aquaric during pafls of their life-cycle ln tie
aquaric phase, they are panicularly sensitive to

water quilit], sioce rhel take in moisture dTough

the skin. As a result, they are indicators of poor

warer qualiry or chemical pollution Frogs are also

imoonart ai consurers of insects. as food for
other predator species. and have _ been used

extensively in medical research.

tjnfortunatel\. rhe medicat use of frogs has had

a nasty repercussion. Chytridlomycosis. a disease

caused by a fungus called a -ch)trid'. has been

killins fioss all o\er rhe world- and has been

.pr"ri puily because of importing frogs lor
researcirftom counlries where tbe chytrid fungus

is widespread. The flurgal disease has been blamed

for the eitinction of one-third ofthe 120 species of
ftogs lost since 1980. However, New Zealand

sciJntists have found what appears to be a cure for
the disease. Chtoramphenicol, currently used as an

eye ointrnent for humans, may be a lifesaver for
the amphibians, they say. The researchers found

frogs b;thed in the solulion became rcsistant to the

disease.

One odd aspect of the use of cbloramphenicol is

that the chemical is used with humans to control

bactedal inieations. The New Zealand scientists

are unsure why this bactedcide works on a fungal

disease. They also must detemine if the chemical

will,work in the wild as well as i1 does in the labs'

There is also some ifldication that a frog cured of
chwjd infecrion remains jmmune to the fungus ll
may yet be a good leap-year lor the {iogs!

O11e man, llenry Koch. lvas detemined that the

Amcrican E1m \1ould not becomc just a memory

ir1 ontario. At the Universiq- ol Guelph

A-rborelun'. Hcnrl hcgrn a program to brinp bacl

rht elm from lhc ncdr-exlinilion rcsultinP iiom lhe

so-calied Dutch EIm Diseasc in the mid 1900's'

llcnr\_. Dl,n \\ri ,o find sun ir.n1' elm< uhcre the

,tisca.c i',d n'..sco. oblain cullinss Iiom $occ

elm.. rnd p-.,pc'=:rtc ne\\ lr'cs lo hc re'rcd tbr

rcsistance to the Dulch Elm disease fungus'

As Sean Fox. Assistant Curator at thc Glelph

Arborctun, lold the story of how he rvorked with

i ienrv Koch and continued the rescarch after

llenrl s urrtimell dcalh our \o'ernher mccling

beca e a tribute to Hen])"s nlemory as wcll as a

learning .rperiert.'e. \\ ith llistoric rnd cument

nho os.- Scan t prcrcnlclirrn 'honcd rrhr nt'rnr

.iti." har" al. l.l-n :lrcel . rrrd horr mc..ire the

olJ sionts rcrll\ !\(rc. fllc 'lills inr"ltcd irr

.hraininl trlie cuninr:' frotn lrcc' ulto'c lr\^c:t

t.ur"t, irigl,it" 50 feet up *€re illustrated' as

wcre the mcthods of rea ng seedlings and

scparating susceptible shoots from lhose possibly

rosistant.

Some larsc elms still survjve in Onta'jo, in

^.eas 
wh"re-the discase has gone through Sean

mcnlioned that sevcral hundred have been sampled

as Daifl ol ihe relo\eD p'occss Hc al:o cculiL'lred

rl','L a clollal clnl strrin dcrelopcd in rhe USA ha'

been widely sold but, being clones' ifone tree gcts

thc discasc all the olhers wjll be susccptible l he

Cueloh apt,r,rclr i' lo incluJ< ll' nruch (li!(rsill as

n,o:iile arn.ne the <lrains LlnJer \( lc(lion-

c\iluation. lleirrinp Scan ' sloq ol the rc5ealch'

oDc had to feel optimistic that IJeny Koch's goal

rvill be achio'ed.



T
"ccd will lhe pro:lac.l o '<noi1: t1;n) ol'nl
frienJ: .,u1 inro olind,n" snou rc( oellc ' Jrd

;"; ;il.. I reluclantly postponed the christmas

Biid Count originall-v scheduled lor De'emher 17'

iooz. fn" gooa Dews \r'as that man) people were

,titt utt" ,J attnd the aerv day (Dec 29' 2007)'

"lthoogt, 
,on1" p"opl" had odler conl,itm(rnls and

couldn't panicipate.

'Jhe *'cathel that day was mrrch rnote

l'avourable. iust above freezing with a slight $ind'

\\e hal j.2 ornicip:rnt''n l0 nanir'' lhc) spcnl

80-5 hour. i rhe ficld arlo !\alked ur drdvc r)ol

tor. ttr" finut bird count uas 80 species and

17.9,17 individuals.

Manv thanks are due to all thc participants Also

- i,^ lu"-r,.,nrr ro Dor ind suc \lrnchin l'r
i"ri;-'",".'*,; thc bcsr round-'rP prfl\ in

o"tr;-" o"a for 
-everyone who brought in food lor

this event. Also thanks to John Pottet for a1l the

logislical delails!

( )nd olciixnl rJr.,urplt timc' it'nsuming surprise

rl,i, r'car uu" lhc !nn'ullt ol(overllge u('l(cci\<d
i, ,t" or".r. On count dc\ | us. ilrteriervcJ llrc
;;, aBC Nc$sw,rlJ. lhe san'c da) Don Vinch'n

and scvcml othcr participants lvere inten'iewed b1'

fie St. Catharines Slandard A lew da)-s later I $'as

interviewcd live or radio CK]B ln addition a

verv nice article appeared in Niagam This Weck

wriiten bv Douc Drapcr' t hope this is an

irldication that pcople want to leam nlorc about

birds and the cnvironment'

Rrcorrl hru.lr c.runts rncluded Snor Co" 'c'

Crnale r,oo'-e. \\ ood Duck. lluode'l Vcrlrn'c''
n"a-U"r.,.a Mcrgaiser' Double-cresied
-urlrorun,, Bald Eagle, Arnericid Coot' l{ock

Pioeol. Yellou'bellicd Sapsucker, Chipping

Sparrow, and Common RedPoll-

We talljed the lo$est count irl 20 years for the

lollor inl specic.: Americun B'arl Duek:

nnn"n"n". Cull. Rinl-billcJ Cull llcrinp Lrull'

Down-v Woodpecker. and Nonhern Nlockingbird '

I CATHARINES CHRISTMAS BIRI}
COUNT

Dec. 29,2007

Lnusual species lound on Lhe counl \ ere Wood

Duck. Norihem Pinlajl. fung-necled Duck'

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and Chipping Spanow'

Sadlv we missed sighting any Belted Kingfisher

for the first time in 39 yeals and Song Sparows

were ihe lowest count in 30 Years'

We missed adding Turkey Vultures which were

found 2000 metres outside of the boundary of the

count.

ParticiDants: Brian Ahara. Barbara Austin,

Ii4adev Baarda. John Black, Brad Clements,

Treroi Comfield, Carl Damude- Janet Damude'

Elizabeth Denlan, Rob Dobos, Jason Elliott, Chris

Escott, Denys Gardiner. Simon Gawn' Jim

c,rassie- Marcie Jacklin (compiler)' Vyra

Kennedv. \abil Khairallah, Kara Kristjanson' Bill
Lamond, Kevin Mclaughlin. George Melvin'
Roman Olszewski, Kayo Roy, Joyce Sarkey,

Kadn Sclrneider, Tim Sebum, Roy Sorgenliei,

John Stevens, Katherine Stoltz, Rob Waldhuber'

"the duck stoPs here"

See page 05 lbr ll'rc species names and counls'

-Report and list by illarcie lacklit

February 2008
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Species

Snow Cioose

Canada Goe'sc

Mutc 51\ an

Wood Duck
Gadwall
nmerlcan Black Duck
Nlallard
Northem Piittail
Rediiead
Ring-necked Duck
Greater ScauP

Lcsser ScauP

White-1\'inged Scoter
Long-tailed Duck
Bufflehead
Common GoldeneYe
Hoodcd Merganser
Common Mergaoser
Rcd-breasted Merganser
Wild Turkc,Y
Red-throated Loon
Common Loon
Pied-billed Grebe

lled-neckcd Grcbe

I)ouble-crcstcd Conr]oraDt

Great Blue Heron (Blue fbnn)

]-uffed 'Iitmouse

Red-brcasted Nuthatch
White'brcasted Nullmtch

Brown CreePer

Carolina Wren
Witlter \fu-rcn

Golden-crowned Kinglcl
Eastcm Bluebird
Anerican llobin
Grav Catbird
Norrbem Mockingbird
European Starling
Cedar Waxrvjng
American Trce Spal1o\!

Spccies

Bald Eagle
Nofihem Llaricr
Sharp-shinned Harvk

Coopcr's l{awk
Red-tailcd Llawk
P.rryh-leggcd Flawk

American Kestrel

American Coot
Ilonaparte's Gull
ldng-billed Gull
Flening Gr.rll

creat Black-backed Gull
Il-xk Pigeon
Nlouming Dove
F.astem Screech_owl
Great Horned Owl
Red-bellied WoodPecker
Yellow-bellied SaPsucker

Doulr,v WoodPecker
Irdry woodpecker
|iorthem Flicker
Nofthem Shrike
Bluc Jay
Amcrican Crow
Ilomcd l,ark
Iiiack-capPed Cbickadee
( hipping Spanow
Song Sparrou'
While-tkoated SPauow

White-clowncd SParow
Da|k-cyed Junco
llnow Bunting
Northern Cardinal
Red-*'inged Blackbird
Ilro*n-headed Cowbild
Purple Irinch
ilouse Finch
Corrmon RedPoll
,".merical Goldfinch
Ilouse SParrow

\umber

'i

2',l 66

5

3

5

8

1129
1

45

t2
42

1

29
5146
95

163

Number

l
6

11

82

)
27
19

80

533
99

20
'7',76

630
'1

2
14
1

5',7

9

11

4
146
140
29
287
5

1

20
563
i6
168
1

2
10

295
153

385
l2'71

5

67
230
62
276
94
506
343
26
3

1

1

2
56

8

23

42
I
9

I
9

1-<

192



WHAT IN HEAVEN...

havc been sheer coincidence or perhaps

constellation are called 'Subaru' in Japanese,

hence the emblem on the car of the same name'

Brian also disclosed that a 'secret' US spy

satellite o6ititrg the Earth is basically the same

desisn as rhe Iamous Hubble telescope, except tbat

rne irv satellire looks earthward irstead ofout inlo

.ouce. His pbotos of the DunJap ObservatoD at

rii.t -ona HiU. showing how much the suburban

landscape has encroached on the land around the

Observatory, were a disturbiog coomentary on the

rcsults of urban spBwl and bad plarming. Wonder

what he'Il come uP 1'rith next time?As a membcr ofthe I'oyal AstronomicaL Society

of Canada, Brian is parlicularly familiar wilb the

ai"*r"ai", made b-v Canadian astronomers - ald

much morc au.are than most of us about what

other devices have been invented by Canadians'

Ho$ il hJnl(n. lhal otle man combinc' xn inleresl

in g<olog1 olrd d lelchinp po'llloll rn astronomy

*;tln un li "-r," 
carecr as a chiropractor' and is

knowledgeable in all three pu'suits, amazes me'

Making i talk on astronom-v an evening of lun was

Brian lrad nro,ni'cd lllal llre Pl \'' ple\cnlltlol

uout.l be diitbrcnr lrom rh:lt .rl the Rcrt Viller

club. and he delivered on thal promise l had

c\Declcd 5 lxir anlL,unl ''l dlscu ''ion 'h"ui 
planets'

. on.t llalions. slsrs. sllJ LUnlet5' Yes lhll 
'onlcnt

.rr" th.re. but I did not anticipate the parts of

Brian's talk jn thich he demonstated ho$ the

humnn senscs can bc foolcd' or the brain can be

c,rnvinced that objects are or arc not being

n.rccired. or that. bl sugPc'liL'n randorn 'ournds
.,n be nradc into 'uppo'cd uord' Hi'

denrcnstration of th(r \'a ous sutface fcatures on

Nlxrs and olher r,lunel'' anJ hou $ev h'te h"ert

rhoucht ro re'cmblc pe'rplc unJ ohj(cr on Lanh-

nr,,rit"l"o "irt, lhe inlamou' I -bd) l\4cd.rmc of-

the-chcese-sandu ich. u iis hilari0115'

wc u,crc informed that Saturn gradually tips' so

that iD son1e vears thc famous ings arc not visible

tiom lianh: tirat Jupiter's moon lo is volcanic; and

that vadous mootls and planets have geysers of
liduid nitrupcn. .<r. ol li,luid -nclhcnc. or rains oi
,rinh,,ric ciid. tulJ \\ho $oulLi hd\e kno\n llrrl

rhc Ii\'c shrs lncl makc up (he t'ruthern Cross

BRAIN FOOD

AIan Weismrur - The ltrotld Withoul Us - HarPer-

Collins; $32.00

II Iintertimc seems to produce nlole readil1g-

W time. possibly because of the earlier

darkness _ or perhaps becausc thc time takei 1br

reading incrcases as gift-giving puts more reading

materiil at hand- Whalever the reason. scveral new

titles havc rccentl,v landed on my reading list - this

one with a '\\'hack' that almost shouted "Read

Mel". So I did!

What AIan Wcisman proposes in this book is'

o\cnl\. a dcs(rlflio'r nl uhal !roulJ hrpJ'rtt to

t'l:rnci Lanh r'ali human' serc lo inslanldncousl)

disappear liom the prcmises. Covcrtly. what bc

also dclivers is a pa orama of thc cu ent state of
tlre Pla cr. wilh u\ preccnl. lranl.lr. irr somc

places the curcnt pictue is not very prelty - and in

some places, donr ght iiightenillg

How long do you think your house would stand

without any rnainlenance - 10 ycars? 20? The

wooden and wood-composite matcrials would go

qrickl) - po-.ibl\ les. llrun .r J(Jrs. An) rrasotul
,,r sLecl sould la<r u leu ]cars lorrger' Curiou'11'

according lo Weisman. the household conlents that

rvould probably last longest would be your dishcs

and thc toilet fixtures - ceramics dcgrade slorver

than almosl an,vtbing clse- includiDg glass'

February 2008



Did you kro\{ tha1 Neu'York City is built on a

former su,amp euld a l'erl hills (rvhich have been

levelled), and thal the famous subway system runs

under all the sewer pipes, flood-water drains, etc ?

This means that if humaos vanished and the pumps

in the sublvaY s-vstem lailed. thc

would fi]1 with .,.-a1er $'ithin a Ib\1,-

sYStljm

Hou'

lony rnigr I it bc b(for( l rl chrrTe in r'lter lcrels
u.rl,r rnd.mrir c thc btrildirg loLrrdalion5, <o I'ral

the *hole sklline rvould begin to crumblc? The

lake in Cerrral Park u as once a marsh - arld would

revcn 10 thal sanlc condilion.

h is inrcr.sling 10 co sider $hicl't slructures on

Earth hare stood the test of time the longest

Weisman points oltt tllat' whilc stone buildings
generall] persjst longer than most other kirds of
itructures. cven the pyramids from ihc Ma,van

cirilization have been covered over by vincs and

othcr tropical plants, in some cases to such ao

exlent that these stone ruins arc only recognizablc

as hills protruding up fiol'D the raiilbrests.

Perhaps the most djsturbing chapter in thc book

Iefers to the 400+ nuclear- rcactors on Eath - 400+

Chernobyls waiting to happen. Rellect o. the l}cl
rhat thc ra<iioactive elcmenls in used fuel rods

iuve halflives of several thousaid to several

billioD vcars. In other words, somc of those

clements might havc a longer ljfc than Ea h itsclfl

I *-ould rccommend this book to you. not so

mLlch as a scarc-story (which it is) but as a sober,

$,cll-researched. and thoughl-provoking vierv of
$,hat we humans irave created on this Planet i d

will norl havc 1rl live with - forcvcr - or as long as

\\,e are around. SlceP well...

RooD (cont'd)

MALCoLlrsoN Eco-PARK BECxor-s!

Irarth Da]'& Native Plant Sale. Sat.. April 26.

8:00 a.m 1:00 P m'

Naiivc Plant Sale Saturday" MaY 10.

8:00 a In. 1:00 P.rn'

Ramb1iryl,s...

Whai does a'tfail' mean 1() You?

Fol some strange reason, the word 'trail' has

been on my mind late)y. B,v now. I recognizc the

symptoms ofthese lrrind-seizurcs. When a word
resolutely gmbs nly subconscious and won't lel go

eventually I surrender and scoot olJ to my favoiite
dictiorury to look up its mcaning.'l'hc preferred

dictionarJ'presently is the Canadiao Oxford"

although Websiel, and lunk & Wagnall's also

occupy space on mv bookshelves. Aol.lvay. .

Rejecting combining fonns, such as 'tail-head'
or'trail-mix'. the Canadiar Oxfold gave me four
main noun definitions for'tlail'. Thc geneml scnse

of thcse \!as: a ltack or scent;. 'a beatelr or
mairllained path; an aplrendage (a l,"di1 of smokc);

or ihe rear etrd of a gun cardage. Vcrb loms
carricd the essence oi lbllowing: comilg bchind;

drawing along; losing (variant ol beirg behind); or
growing along the ground or hanging over a *'a11.

(At this poirt, I farltasized a natiYe of Bitish
Colurnbia giving djrcctions: "'lrail the trajl thal
trails through Trci]"...)

Most ol us probabiy identify primarily uith 'a
bcaten or maintained path'. And $'hy not'l 'flink
of some l'avorite holiday or scenic areas - Thc
Cabot Trail; Bruce l rail; Trans-Canada Trajl...

Closcr to honle, consider: the Grcater Niagara
Circlc Routc; The Waterfrott Tlail; The

Iriendship Tr.ail: The Palaeozoic Path; The

Wetland Ridge Traiil Thc Welland Canals

Irarkuay Trail; 'the Meritt Traili 'Ihe Green

Ribbon Trail. Somethilg about the word 'traii'
se(m\ ro \1ir onc s lhouShl- r.'r ard genilrg orr
into nature, r,'alking/rLrnning,/biking aiong a pa1h,

l^olir)-! lor tar.rrirc llouers or lrccs. (xer(iiitlg
just for fiut, pcrhaps discovcring lew or
unexpected vistas...

I think I knoq, \thy I've got'trai1' on my mind -
llotlvithstanding Wiatlon Willy. jt's lime for
Sp ng - NOWI See you on the 1tail..
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OurrNGs:
The amual \hple Slrop Fest and Walk will take place on Saturday, March 1/ 08 with the

walk starting al 1o:00 a!n_ 6 6e Roland Road enlrence paxki[g lot of shot Hil]s Provincial Park. we

wilt be joined b1. maters ofthe Bert Miller Natue Club. At 11:45 a.m. (or thereabouts), we proceed

to White Meado*s Fms for a maple-syn:p pancake luch (unsubsidized you pay). Non-walkem may

join us al$-hiE \feadorrs at 11:45. - John Potter, 905-892-2566.

E\ E\Ts OF I}I}IEDIATE INTEREST

: .-:;::. \iagara Peninsula HawkWatch Open llouse wili be on Friday, March 21l08

.,. -: :: a:-:r:: a.,;tsen alion Area south ofGrimsb}. An opportunity to see many specios of raptors

. : .::: : ::re e\per1s. - Marcie lacklin, 905-8?1-2577 or 905-341-6664(cell).

l\\r\(;i:
fhe ANNUALPFN PoTLUCK DINNERwiII bc at Mountainview Uniled Church, 150 Glendale

1\... Sr. Carharines, on Monday, April 28 /08, starting at 6:00 p . As has been the custom. please

i.rins \!)ur ex-ireasures for the draw - draw tickcts will be $0.25. fhose with sun,ames beginning *ith
.\-L-piease bring salad or desscrts, sumames M-Z bdng first couNe All bring cutlery cups.-plates.

-An) one \\iiling to help set up, please arrive about 5:30 p.m.

The Petrinsula Field Naturalists Club
A non-profit organization started in 1954 with the objectives to preserve wildlifo and protect its habital,

to promote public interest in and a knowledge ofthe natural hislory ofthe areq and to prcmote,

eEcoumge and coopemle with oryanizations and jndividuals having similar interests and objectives.

Affliated 1{it}l Ontario Nature (ex-FON ) and Nature Canada (ex-CNF).

P.O. Box 23031, 124 Welland Ave., St. Catharines, ON. L2R7P6

The Peniusula Naturalist Newsletter

P ub I i s he d : F ebruary, MaY, Octobet

Circulation: 130 coPies Per issue

The Editor welcomes witten articles or artwork on any

natural history topic. Handwdtten articles will be

acc€pted, and ifpossible, please submit r?ewritten
adicles, or computer disks containing your file. All
pieces of a.twork will be aocepted, although iine

drawings are prefemble, as they are better suited to
photo copfDg. New ideas and construclive crilicism
are always welcome.
Edilofial Staff: lohn Pottet
Labelling/Mailirrg: Kay Sfirith

- please send submissions to the above address -
Deadlines for submissions 2008:

Jan. 28; April 10; SePt 30

2OO7l08 PFN EXECUTIVE

Pr'isident
Past Pres.

Sccretary
Treasurer
Membcrship

Drrector
Director
Dn'ector
D:rector
Direclor
Direclor
Direcior

JohD I)oltcr
Ronlan Olszewski

\\'endy Ilradlc"v
Don Minchin
Briao Calvert

Barbara Austin
John Black
Brian Calvcrt
Moira Davidsoil
Lonainc Desjardins
Btf an loulc
Don Stevenson

905-892-2566

905-892-6267
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