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President's Message - November 2007

Niagara EuvironmeDtal Corps - A Group to
Watch For!

n ack in midsuEmer (July 27u) I rcceived by

-Elemait an invitation fiom someone Damed

Kasia at Niagam College. Kasia's invitation was

for the PFN to attend what was being called

'Green Day Niagara', an environniental

awareness event being organized by the Niagara

Environment Corps (I\rEC), a new student-lul

organization at Niagam College. The date, Sept'

12, seemed far enough away to allow for
plarming a display; the objective seemed to fit
with the PFN mandate; so I ageed that PFN

could prcvide a displaY.

As the day approached, more emails arrived,

with a registration forn, a request for door
prizes (ifpossible), and instructions on when to
arrive to set up a display. This was begianing to

look like a big dea1, I thought, especially when I
noted the names of some ptominelt colporate

sponsors. I polished up the PFN's display

board, ran off 60 copies of our one-pager promo

sheet, and unearthed some other appropdale

literature.

When the big day came, I was duly impressed

with the eflort and the results that NEC had

achieved. Displays on ever)'thi[g from wind-
power genelation to rapid-$owing tees were

on hand; a gaggle of dignitades brought
greetings and congrahrlations; and doTenq of
str.rdents milled about, looking, reading. asking

questions - three hours flew by before I finally
iook a break for coffee and sausage-in-a-bun. I
even met Kasi4 ao exuberant yomg lady who

was clearly pleased at the success of NEC's big

day. A couple of the Ecological Restoration

iostuuctorc also stopped by to chat - both of
whom I knew ftom other organizations we both

attend.

I carne away imgessed by the enthusiasm

and knowledge of the students who I had met,

and their eagemess to make a difference to this

ailing world. If there is a second 'Green Day in
Niagara', next yea., I hope that the PFN and the

other Natwe Clubs are all rcpresented with
displays and members on hand. These youtrg

people have much to offer; they deserve our

encoumgement! In my opinion, aryway.....

NOTICE OFANNUAL G!]NERAL
MEtrTINC

'T'hc Peninsula Field Naturaiists Club's lilection

ofOfficers rvill take place at the Armual Gcneral

Meeting on Monda], Novcmber 26107, 1:30

p. ., Mountaiivicw Unitcd Church. 150

Glendale Avenue, St. Catharines

A slatc of candidates rvill be submitted by a

NomiDating Committec. Nominations will also

be accepled liom tll. floor at the AGM One

Dirlrclor is cligible lbr re-clection for a 2-year

tcrm:2 other l)irectorc ma,v be clecled for 2-

vcar lemrs-



,Irrrr renseQu-E TUAT ALMosr

f wAsN'r

E-or the PFN's 2007 Season's tnd Outing and

f B*b"qr., Woodend CA was chosen as the

venue. The date, originally set for June 16, was

deferred to the mill4ate ofJure 17, not because

of rain but as a result of a scheduling problem

for your Presi denttsarbeq ue CheL

Now. changing a date is rct a simple

decision. Members must be informed of the

change, preferably wetl in advanrr - hopefulJy,

.non-enough so that prospective atteodees are

able to adJust t-heir scbedules. ln ttre case of
Woodend, the CA had been contacted about

usins tle property, aod had advised us that a

nu,mier of dog-walkers might be using the field

near the housi - watch out for dog-poop in the

sassl The School Boad had approved using

[e deck oI the house at Woodend for' rhe

barbeque - all was in order - for June 16-"

So- uoon arrival al 9:45 a.m on June 17. we

foLmd rhe roa.d leading to Woodend blocked by

a chained and locked gate, and several vehicles

Darked at the entrance, tbeir dog-owuer drirers

iooking hopeful thal we mighl have a key One

dos-o\a,ns volurteered ftat a CA employee

usially opened the gate arouod lO:00 am'

PFN members arrived, joined the gathedng

crowd parked in the entrance are4 and waited' A
few diigruntled dog-owners gave up and left'
Wfth ab;ut 15 PFN members waiting for action,

it was decided that those wishing to walk would

set out on the trail up to the Woodend house

area. whilst the Barbeque Chef and Nancy Luft
wojd remain in case the key-holder showed up'

Needless to say, the key-holder never arrived'

Bv about 1l:00, when it was clear that the

sare would not be opened. Nancy and the BC

fereed tlrat this year's Barbeque would be a ail-
site parrv affair. We set up the portable

6*U"qr" ut the side of tie driveway' arranged

dre condiments and drink-cooler on the truck

railsate. and made do. \\nen the \ralkers

retrimetl. those uho had thouglit to bring lant,r

chairs werc able to si1. tbe rest stood. burgers

and hotdogs u'ere cooked' and everyone

somehow managed to have lunch - intertupted

occasionally by offJeash dogs whose owners

lookcd curiously at our impromptu Event'

lMemo to Self: Next year, find a venue with

-"shrooms - without gates or dogs - and

double-check that the authorities know we're

coming!).-._-.-

TIIE SILENCE OT TIIE SONGBIRDS

T) rideel Stutchburv, tle guest speaker at the

IJeei Mitt., Nalue Club meethg on sept'

17. raised a numbet of uncomfortable tuths
about what happetrs to 'our'birds in the rime

that tley are iway ftom us on migmtion and

'vacatio;'. while we are accustomed to the

sprine aod fall migations. and expect to see

""nuil 
uird" renfning arroually to the sa$e

nesti[g areas, the birds may face rather diferent
circumstances while they are 'away'.

Bddget teaches at U. of Toronto, but one of
her resJarch sites is in west Pemsylvania, since

&e birds she studies make tleir summer home

riere. As she explained. some species use

specific sites in Cental or South America

d'urins winrer, iust as they retum to certain

soeciic forests and woodlots il North America

i; sorine and surnmer. These migraob face

hazards ;hile migrating due ro rall buildings in

cities, etc. Howwel, even more sedous is the

fact that all too often, on their retum south, they

find that the forest they werc accustomed td'h€s

;;;;;;;;;;, dlwn entirelv, to clear'1.ind

for farr1 pastues or for cofee plantations'

Uniike the Monarch Butterfly, uobody has yet

made an effort to ensurc the winter feeding-

groLmds fot birds will be lefl unspoiled.

One action that we can take to help this

situation is to buy shade-grown coffee At
present the coffee import"d]9!:ljgI9]19



rrown colfec. on lhe othcr \and is grown on

c_oflee planr, thal orc raised on lhe loresl lloor'

in ,t " 
.fruaa. Thr-Js no forests are rcmoved for

fir;ir cultivation, and no birds deprived of a

winter range.

At Rock Point PP, we were met by Paul and

Karen Philp from the Bert Miller Natme Club'

From tlle oLservation platform high on the dune,

Next tijDe vou are at your grocery slore, ask

,hort shade-s'owD coffee. You'll fiDd l]lat

Sobeys carry 
-such a product, and other chains

-r, 
-also. 

1'hen ask your favoudt Timmies

*h"r" tlr"i, *ff"" 
"o-es 

ftom - and whether it
is shade-gown. KeeP asking!!

ROCK POINT PROVINCIAL PARK
OUTTNG

-Ilhis first outiog of the Fall, on Sept 23'

I zooz- *ut a shared evem with be Niagara

Falls Naturc Club, with Rick Youg leading the

outirg. The day was another dry sunny fa1l day

- a iunscreen-day when Dear large bodies of
water A goup of 15 set out Aom Fonthill,

traveltine fiIst to Pon Colbome where the pond

alons C;-ment Plant Road lelded seveml Great

Blue-Herons, Blue-wioged Teal. and a pair of
E$e$: American Robhs were numerous il a

oearby field.

Tuming wsst along Lakeshore Road, we

stoDDed ai Morgan's Point, where Mallards and

-rti. were Dlentiful, but shorebirds were few;

ine Caspian lem uas seen. As we motored

alons- Barb wesl co utrented on the lack of a

wild-Turkev on her annual bird list' About 30

vards before Lhe enrance to Rock Point' fuck's

van came to a sudden hah, as a WiJd Turkey

para<led across the road and into the bordering

woods - Barb had her turkeY!

ost all gro\81 in planlarions established on

that was cleared of forest - these

take a*ay the birds' habitat. Shade-

offshore. Amongst the flock of gults, geese and

Mallards, the experts spotted a Redhead and an

American Wigeon.

Movine down onro the rocky shore' we soon

had a spiited discussion over whether we were

seeine.three Killdeer, or whether one was a

Semi]Palmated Plover - concensus was [ree
Killdeer. Another debate centred

Yellowlegs, whether Grcaler or Lesser

Grcater seemed more Plausible.

An lndiso Bunting in fall plumage and a

bashfirl mile Cardinal nere spoaed in brush

alons the edse of the sand drure. a Kingfisher

and 
"a 

Palm 
-Warbler 

made brief appearances'

and a Black Saddlebags dragonfly was also

seeo For those less skilled in bird-lo{e, fossil

formations and hardy ptaats growing in the rcck

crevices provided a sideshow.

We lunched in a picnic area nbar the Bird

Banding Statior! enterlaiDed by a pat of young

Flickers and with speculation about whethei a

woodoecker's nesrhole in a dead poplar was or

lvasnjt occupied by 'someLhing' Following

lunch^ ue eiplored some forest and meadow

trails. seeine differeol rypes of Dogwood and

vibwnum ;t bearing fiuit. A few Monarch

butterllies and some Sulphus and Whites were

skimming over the goldenrods ard asters' and a

.lamsem; did ils best nol to be photogaphed'

John avoided the Poisoo IvY..,

Leaving Rock Point PB we hekked to some

,,onds near Port Maitland. Again. Great Blue

he.ons were present. and also an obliging Creen

Heron which stood still for pictures before

flying of. Painted Turtles were basking on

every available 1og.

wd retumed along the Feeder Canal, spotting

another Great Blue Heron and noting evidence

ofmuslrat holes along the banks ofthe canal A
very satisfuing day - rhanks to Rick as leader,

and the 'scope crew'(Don, Paul and Ricl)l

ona
- the

we could see a mixttqgg!141q!!1!p99!1i

/



/76ow rr-.r,ms uEAL wlrH STRESS

/.aein" yo* t"ud ard upper timbs are out in
7lUr"-t 

or i* (witbout sun-screeo)' you can't

na *oueb *at.t, yotII feel are 6rmly plamed in

it. drsi sojl so you catr'l move, you've

a"ouirea-a skin disease, and some ohnoxious

*oldoecker is chipping a hole ir your torso -
that's what i1 fell like being a tree this past

surmrer. You saY Yqu have stress??

That was not quite the saenario that Teresa

fusp oroposed at the Seplembff PFN meeting'

built 
"om"" 

close. As Teresa explained, plants

have to live with their immediate surroundings

and make the best of it. So it should not be

sumrisbg to lear! l.bat the vegetative world has

trii<s ofirs own for survivitrg stresses'

All olaos need cblorophylJ to make energy-

$o.inp susars using suntight' water and carbon

aio*ia--e -- right? Wrong! Sorle planls lack

chloroohvll and steal their sugar-fix &om the

-otr of bth"t plans by parasitic means' Some

forest-floor flovr'eriDg plads put their leaves out

in earlv spring, before the kees leaf out, aid

rt'r,-,. n"t il thi sunlighr that reaches the forest

floor.-Ot ", 
plants itr a simitar locarioo pop up

flowe$ first-and rcprcduce, before sending out

leaves to cleate stored starches in bulbs that will
feed the following Year's flovr'erc'

Plants have a muttitude of ways to produce

."J. und som" ratler bgenious metltods of
,mrctins and retaining insects that will spread

mf -'it* onjy to otbers of rheir species'

\lrheo a loDg trurnpet-shaped flower conaives to

be oollinated by a bmerfly or moth witb a long

.,.ntoscis capable of reaching the stameos down
'*rt rruop.t. *ho *, say which came first - or

.lirl flower and insect evolve together?

How to sprcad the seeds around? We all

recognize mi'lkweeds and rclated plants with

their- seeds *afting on the breeze oo a silky

Darachule. We've a1l walched maple keys pin-

wheeling down to the eanh from a high treaop

How about plants such as t\e geranium

family or the jiwelweeds, whicb propel their

.".ds lone diilances Fom the pareot usitrg

snrins-meihadsms? Or rhe seeds of tick-

t.tniis- burdocks, avens, and sticktights that

catch adde on the flu of passing animals (or the

clothes of humans)?

With excellent photos (of the non-digital

kirdt and a wide range of examples' Teresa

reminded us rhat coping with stress isn'l

conined only to we bipeds - and Narue has

iua u tooE-rir" to perfect many of the coping

-*fru"lt,ii ir tbe plant world Thhk about it

on vorrl DGx nahfe watk - what stress-releases

canyou see around you in the vegeration?

WruiT NEXT, MANATIJRE?

,-flo sav thal rhis pas year has beeo ulusual,

I froEl u nu*" 
"tuodpoint. 

is stating the case

mildlv. At least in Niagar4 most observers

would sav that this summer was unusually dry;

enoush io completely eliminaie free-standing

*ur"i fro, vemal pools in the slough forests'

Yes. I know - 'vemal' impli€s a pool that is

*ater-filled in spring and dries up rbrough the

summer seasott. Buia slough forest is supposed

to have standing pools tbrough the summer- As

one natrualist obierved, the loss of water in the

sloush forests seems to coincide with a

tm-ptere tacl of wood ftogs' and a very iow

incidence of salamanders. That's not good' ' '

Forests are feeting the crunch' In Niagara'

ooe area of about 1100 ha was sprayed with Bt
iu"reriu ueuin.r Gypsy Moth in t'he spring The

esrimaLed area of Niagara infested with Gypsy

Moth increased this surnmq ftom about 6,000

ha to over 30,000 ha. That's nol good" '

Also, in the forests, by late summer I ar1d

otho. iur" noticed that small tees, maples of
about 6-inches diameter as arl exarnple, had

their,leaves simply dry up, tum broln and drop

in late August or early September' That's not

d...

I
/



Even the wildlife is acting strangety lo the

woodlot behind my housg 50 feet from th€

vard. l've sem a yearlfug deer herding turkeys
-Ves- 

t.hat's rie,ht, chasing a Ilock of about a

dozen turLeyslust the same way a Border Collie

would herd sheep Maybe the deer was just

nlavins I don't know Or maybe this was a

vearliriq rhaL still wanted to play and was

i"i""teJ bv Mama - ir any case. it was odd'

cririous, strange. funny - bul maybe nol good "

Is anyone else wondering what Ma Nature

has in store for trext Year?

iorinr BeaLrl! ir llorrer. C\olecheri<' ir fr'' l

t,in.,om- and lrlliu-n (hoor5 'rn inch ta. abore

ground. None ofthis is good '

elsc? \\iell. in rhe Past monlh. i and

have obscn'ed \rild Violets blooming'

nearest the white house and prowled the
prouncls. uith Brian mentioning that the poer

L"huuid Lu.p.- had lived in the house al

one poinr. Brian explained the formarion ald
laverins of the various fine-grained shales and

,lolosLones (limestone wjth magneslum

replacing calcium), At the northeast com€r of
rhe houie lot, he explained how a pulse of
slacial waler and sand carved grooves in the

iock of the Escarpmenl in tJre Silurian period'

This resulted in 'noses'ofrock projecting ftom

the main tdge, all poioting towad Kingston

area where ihe pulse had been generated' A
similar 'nose' occurs at Beamer CA.

We followed the Bruce Tmil paxtway along

the Escarpment, noting the remains of a lime

kiln. and then took a side tmil to the parking lot

- some of us sloppilg along tbe- way 10

nhotosraDh a rather large lobular dlime-mold

Lo*iie'on a downed oak limb Between

ieoloev. botanv ald phorography' the moming

iUpp"-O'ul tupiOy. with no lack of sights and

features to be experienced. Another good day '

CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS

Natue photog&phe$ arc invited to contdbute

their favouriie pictues to a display at the

Anoual Potluck Dirurer Meeting, 28 Apdl 2008'

Subiects: an)4hing related 10 naturc' Size:517
in. 

-or 
smaller Maximum number o[ photos: 3

per Photogapher.

The Dholos will need 10 be mounted and labelled

lor d]splal. To allow rime for this, please bring

them to one of the Aext tluee indoor meetings

(January. February or March). At that time we

will haie iabels arailable, one per photo' thal

will be clipped to the picture. Leave the backing

on the label, as we will peel it of later when the

ohotos are mounled. You can re[rieve your
'ohotos at the end of fie dinner Man) people

tring t-heir cameras on oudngs lr will be fun Lo

see 
-iome of the rcsults. Pass them on at the

meetings to Barban Austin or Barb West'

FALL COLOURS AT WOODEND

-Iahroueh most of ontario. on October 27 in a

I '"..ia' vear. the fall colours mighl be

exDeded lo b; fading ard rhe leaves falling ln

this unusual year. although many leaves had

alreadv dropped by dle end of October' there

-"r" ,r,,ro"rooa tt"as -ith enough leaves unshed

to make for an intercsting walk. The hardy party

of a dozen or so who followed Brian Calvert

onto the Ridge Trail at Woodend still enjoyed

the views.

From tle damp weather ovemight, pads of
the trail were slippery underfoot. Early in the

walk, we noted Chokecherry flowers in bloom,

a curious find in late fall. As we progressed,

Brian pointed out vadous layers of the

sedimentarv rock composing the Escarpment'

rhe red Queensron shale beiDg the oldesi visible

bedrock 4400-500 million years old). Where the

trails met the former sewage ponds, behind

Nias.ara College. ue reversed direction'

trav-elline back to fie parking lot. urged on b) a

Redtailei Hawk. SharpJeaved hepaticas and

wood fems were noted by the trailside.

Nov€mber 2007
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ifr i. no secrel that a 'love/bate' relationship

'L"*isrs betweeo birds and modem cities ln a

rl+-treea city, such as Torool'0, St' Catharines'

1i""." f^ffl or Wetlard. arnple hahitat is

,vai'iable for the ki-nds of birds t}tat can accept

orren-Eeed suEoundings For those more

,i"*a to meadowlands or deep woods, the

ii*ir""r" ,", not be as welcomilg There is

"o"aorui 
tlulrr" ,tt uoa nighFlighted toters of

a modern city are un-fiiendiy places for many

birds, particularty migrating species'

In eady May 2007, in Toronl'o, FLAP (the

ral ii*lt e*-"n".s frogram group) released

iit" o1-tt"r t "otat 
of bfuds lhal were found

Jead or iniured afler flying into Tororto

iJrai*" i" Lrt" previous 12 montbs The rotal

*.t s+6r uitat,.i'ittt 2248 found alive and 3213

a*a, S: 
"p""i". 

of birds were listed by the

ntorr. ,C""o.ai"g lo FLAP' the numbers have

t".r'ir"t"*irg iver since i993 when FLAP

i.o U"n- rhJir'census'. This oumber only

includes those birds collected by FLAP: many

more collisions occur without record' The group

""tlmat"s 
trat the leal total may be over 1

million birds killed armually in Toronto alone'

Over I 00 dead or injured birds were found for

l1 sDecies:- ColdeD-crowoed Kinglet(722)'

wrtiii-**ut"a Sparow(61 3 ). Ruby-crowed

Kinsle(376), Ovenbirdtl:l). Dark-eyed

l*"lAlOf.' Brown Creepefl233)' Nashville

warbler(2i3 ). Hermil ltrush(2o7)' Common

v"ffo*ul-ai r tzl. Black-droated Rlue

W-Uf"<f OO), Magnolia Warbler(161), Black-

and-white Warbte(1 l7)'

Species for which 10-100 dead or injured

bird's were foundr lox Spalrow' Ruby-[\roaled

uummioebird, Yetlow-bellied Sapsucker'

SwainsoD-'s Thrush. Biack-*foated Green

warbler. Lilcoln's Sparrow' \onhem
Warenhrush. Chestnut-sided Warbler. Song

snanow. American Woodcocl, Blackbumian

warhler-American Redstan, Wilsoo's Warbler'

Rose-breasted Grosbeak, White-crouned

inur-*. tlotLh"m Flicker- Red-eyed virco'

i[or"t"e" warUt"t, winter Wrer Wood Thrush'

i*amo Sr**, Mourning Dore, Yellow-

irmp"l wa.u",, Canada Warbler, Blackpoll

w^.'t t"r. Gru, Catbird, Mourning Warbler' Bay-

r,.*"r"a WarUf a., Cedar Waxwing, Palm

*arbler, Crel-cbeeked Thrusb' Americar

n.,iio- Or*e"-ito*r,ed Warbler' American Tree

3r"tto*. viiei"i, Rail. Nortbem Paruta- Pire

darbler. Blui-headed Vireo, Scarlet Tatrager'

Least Flycatcher. Blue Jay and House Sparrow'

Soecies for which 1-10 dead or injured birds

r,v# fo*a,- Yellow Warbler' Easl'em Wood-

Deewee. Black-capped Chickadee' Rock Dove'

il; w*r, Brorm Thrasher' Indigo Bunti.ng'
pr''iira"totiu' Vit*, Chipping SparIo*' Whip-

oo-oi*lii. co*rnoo dackle' Red-breasred

i"tlu,"fr. v""o, white-breasted Nutlntcb'

i*.o"- S*f;rig. Connecticut warbler' Field

i"^.i"*- So.r" American Goldfinch" Yellow-

tilled Cuckoo, Cape May Warbler' Downy

*ooar""L.t, House Finch. Belted Kingfisher'

RJlJineed' Blackbird' Saw-whet Owl'-grrrmori 
o;o1", Yellow-bellied Flycarcher'

EJem Screech-owl, American Pipit, Bam

swallow. Eastem Kingbird, Eastem

v"uaowi*, Northem Cardinal, Peregrine

iui*n. Surr-utl Sparrow, Warblirg Vireo'

L"rg-.ar"a O*f, atadr Fllcatcher' ln addition'

iio'uira. oi -i.r"-ined species were injured

or killed.

A sookesman for FLAP reported thar the most

*-rrloo fo- of injury was head trauma' with

iiui" rr".o.tr.ug" u. ui most common cause of

death; broken beaLs and feather damage were

a"o -founa ruqu*tly. Of birds recovered alive'

,i*t +OX were reliased into the wild' mostly

aftet recorering in the Toronto Wildlife Cenm'

As an attempt to address this problem' at a

n"*, 
"oofel"rro" 

tt" City ofToronto amounced

guidelines for architects and develope$'

Y



-,"i"*t *rrr, ire.ha,tgs and awnings, and

reduciog light potlurion These sugge$ions are

not mandator). but some developers are

tuilaog 'gt."o?' on t.heir owr' Cood. for Lheml

il""JI" "."t, wonder how many birds strike

visine how to design buildirgs less hazardous

Uiri.l So." oirt 
" 

,""ommendatiors included

".'"'1", "inao". 
uith film ro dull thc

r.n..iiJ"t. u\ing lcss-rellecti\e glr's snading

or so specimens of the most likely species of
mosses'that we would be searching for It \4as

nnna ro lur" tt" 'ct1"at-sheet' aloog with us We

i.r" a.o t"rinO.a thal the moss species r're

were seekjrq are not vascular, u ile the higher

nt-rt -a ,[a fem-relatives such as the Club-
'mosses (Lycopodiunt They also seem to have a

complex sexlife .

11 uas fairly evidenl affer a few yards of
*"iiinn l"ro ,1" *oods, that Heartland Foresl is

, t*o"ton;s. idea of rhe Promised Lard'

lnron".ito has discussed non-vascular plants

*ii"f, norr* witl know *tar mosses ald lichens

tend to lack comrnotr names. Thus we werc

."i"U, ir"oar""a to a diet of Latin binomials

Jri"n *" ust.O ri,e nane of each nelv' hnd' We

fRoman) quickly fornd Fissidens' Clit acium'
'Polvtrichum, 

and Tenaphis' wi,th ' Clinaciun
iiaroia"t ala 'Tree Moss' being one of the

i"* ,tu, tlua a common English name A

tmmon liverwott and a Cladonia lichen

(species unkno\an) were also noted'

Most of us l$d heatd of Sphagnum' so that

penus',\as not an unfamiliar name when Roman

inallv showed it lo us. Eren more awesome' we

actuaily began to recognize the different genera

.it", *a i.rt encountered them The digjtal

.r-"aus a"o"ired a *orkout as some ofus tried

ro snap absolutely sharp closeups of mosses

*i*,ld"ntiEnng teanres *ral r'rere best viewed

with a 1OX hand-lens.

The moming passed too quickln frnishing

*itt un 
"njoyuil. 

*ak through t}e woods' with

"o--" *v"UV Paul Philp abouL the varieties of
,r""r. ttrott. afld critters that would normally

iofrrUi, ,nit slough lorest Unfortunately' the

s,rmm"r a.oucht had dried up the vemal pools

and left few wet areas for amphibians' Not even

tris favorite salamandff was hiding under its

,rsual ,1"t ". 
of a large cable-reel, and Woody

w.roaton -^ uu."nt lt is ro be hoped that tris
Jri". itO next spring will replenish the

,;"ir,-ll*f,r'..1 sinJor'rs in pursuit of inscels that

ar! anra"cted b1 thc lights'

As a small addition to this story mY

""ooi"oc" 
G*tiog a nual house surroulded by

wdods and using ieveral birdfeeders) has been

,lrui *" ,"au""I significantly the number of

iira. rorr"a bv strit<ing windows' by simply

installine dark icreeos about one-halfinch away

r."- irrJ nf^" oo our larger windows' If the

iri.a. ao fJt the windows. they bouoce off the

i"r""r.ana most fly offirnmediately A very few

*. t*"a but recover quickly if left alone'

l've become a believer in using window screens'

and notjust fol bug contlol!

trhdnlls to Jote Autv,Jor $uPptling the article by
'ii"to 

toyti n *" r",ottto staL on which rhi! repon

it b6ed).

AND WE SAW BRYOPITYTES...

t HoDefitllv nv fellov) Editor at Niogaru Folk h'ill
joniiin ,r* pioayns h"r ltoor e headline )

A rmed wirh cameras, handlenses' and a

Al"atfty lack ot knowledge about mosses

*a 
"""fr. 

t* *t*ai$s met Roman Olszewski

.i n"utti-a Forest on Nov3/07, a brisk but

brisht moming Mosses^ inciuding sphagnum'

and_ lirerworts oere oo the menu according to

the PFN brochure, and who betler lhan Rornan

b lead such an outing?

Foftunatelv lor us, Roman had pre-scouted

rhe location, and had prepared a t'blet wirh 20

Nor€mber 2007

*atertable in I IeartlaDd l'-orest'

I



oo manv \ear< aRo I r.L,rl reddinS " bool
h' Ri.hJ;d Roh;e,, lit c.i 'L\\onerdr';on

, ."*or, seryes, ihe hook d€tailed ihe

cir'.umstan,.s wherebl our neighboLlr' tl"'

united states of America, saw fit to invade

Canad" militari'y. uilh the objP'tive of

\e.urine a neu source of petroleum Ior il'elf'
i believ! or"r neighbour I'ad ethausted ib own

supplies...

Curiouslv. that scenario recent, crossed

my mind 
-uhile 

reading literature from a

*"ll-knon. Canadian "drocacy SrouP
Amon?st oiher iss-re' thi' orSanization hds 3

.o.i,,ri concern dboLl e.Poding wJter to fhe

United States. Of course, at the Present titfle

nobodv ha: ovedl) sJgses(ed Lhat we (our

Gorernment, 1621 ir) ar, dctudll), con'iderinS

selline lvdter o\er the bo-der' Other thon'

oerhJps, botl led watPr' BLrt thdt's nol an

importart and l"rge €nou8l' quanrib/ to

worry about - is it?

Besides, why should lve fret about our

n, iehbour €rpectint r,s ro Provide walPr_? One

or 
"th€ 

GreaL LdLe' ies pnrirel) within US

borders and, as l recall, already a river has

been reversed so as to drar' water fi'om that
G edr taLe into Ihc miShLy mJddy l'4is'i'siPPi'

Jo oui nciqhbour :ire"d; has a ["P lo turr
on ro draii irom the grear(st bodip' or ualer

on this Contiilent - what more could they

require?

well, let's review the situatlon As of right

row. ll'p Amer:con Southedst (ueorgid'
_l ennes.e. tha Carolin"s' Alabama) are all

, \perie'1r ins unhPard ol droughl wi h

re'e,^oir. fh". wi l Po.sibl) rur dD bPlo'e

Lirlcoln's Eirthday (Feb.12) Florida is at

loggerheatl. with those olhPr 5tdlP: becouse

"o1"rt'. I'ro in llori.l,r.mu':el:' and mdndte(:
' belierel requires tvJlL' lrom lhP olhe,

States. California has had severe drought, and

"vrldnres lolloMirg i'1 ihe ol] [orP'l' T'x3:
,ras a prcJ , ior ol furure floods a'"i dro.)8hl'

.hi.h =ornris d':f flo 'e'€no''' c\i'_ lo

aorror"i l'.ooJ'vd.,r' the'e A rpier' 'i o' r'i

oredirt. Llra )b ol Lh' Low€r +8 5tdtes vill
i.,.o .nu".. \a'.ilPr' :norldg€.' within 5 )c"''
cdus€d bv 'i:ing remPcroture: droutnL'

noDuldlion qro*li, urbdn spraul' wa"e and
'^,'"* u"r,i' ihere alre"dy .on:ider 'waLer

e{ficiency'i as their next national objective'

Wha- wev, 8ot. rolks. is " migh$ thirsq
, .rrnL^ to lhe soLth of u', with 1en ilmes our

poprlaiion.

Now Dundits point to Canadd and say lhal
!v" r" "ol 

a.,"a, wdler _ mor€ than enough

tor our oopu,l"Lion :omething li(e /o% of
+he w;ter reser-ves in the world

Ah. \e5. but almosl all e\(PPL 2 or 17" ol
rhrr ,n'aLer i5 eiiher lo(Led up in ice and

)ermafrost, or flowing into rivers that lead to

the Arctic ocean, while our PoPulatiotl is

\LrLrn? out in a hundred_mile_widc band along

our e;eat undetendeo border' ln redl lerm5'

,onsid"'ing rencwable waler available lo oLrr

loor,laliorl we\e a.lually 3ot somelhinS lile
z.z olworld IPsenes' whiLh i: "bout whaL

,)L1r southern neighbours have also

So let's think about this water exPoft thinE

Ar'€ wp o!r, r,ciRhbour's LeeP€' ? 1 3ue's lhat '
the oueslion ric \^'ill all have 1o thinl about

\etore cit'cidilrg it Siven lhe oPtior of
deciding - wheiher to shiP water south, atld

for what price.

The Moss Patrol (s€e P.7)

Novenber 2007



Map to Minchin's - for Birders on Ctlristmas Bird Count

Chief tsird Wrangleri Slrrcie Jacklin
home: 905-871-2577 ; cell 905-3'11-666'l

Datc: December 16' 2007 (Sundal')

Hosts: Don and Suc Minchin 905-562-1953

Location: 2288Ilobbins Ave 
' 
Vineland

Directions: From St. Catharines. d ve wesl on Regional Itoad 81 to 1 11r' Sl Louth' tum left anci

cirire south to nol,bins Avc. (on tight): co tjnue -o end ofRohbins Ave. Fron:r an-vu'hcre else'

see nrap above.

The Miichin propen-v ad-loins Louth Consen'alion Al ea; )'ou night -'ee biuehlrds dlerc'

November 2007
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ATrip to thc O11l Fiuilc:.: :

/

l;ritk.t to a1n' evest ancl yontgest reporter-)

Lono before the summer ol 2007' we had won
a free'pass to take a trip to the Owl Foundation
whe.e Kay McKeever lives. During September,
we went down there. This was no ordinary owl
sanctuary, though. This place was home to
iniured owls tound in the wild. Sometimes
s;eing them breaks you. heart' Like I said
before, this was also home to Kay McKeever,
bestselling authol on owls. lnside of her house
were mani other owls freely flying around. One

of mv favourite's, however, was Big Bird, a

Greaf Grey Owl that was basically blind. She
was very sweet, howevet and we even got to
oet her. We also got to meet Kay, who signed
bne of our books. I have to admit that it was
better than I exPected it to bel

Jeremy Knapton, 12 Years old

Thc Pcninsula Field Naturalists Club
A non-!rcfi1 organization slarted in I954 $ ilh the objoclives to preserve wildlife aDd prolect its habiral'

ro promole pubiic jnterest in and a knowledge oflhe natural hi(ory ofdrc area and to promote-

"n"o*rg" 
una 

"o.p"r"t. 
*ith organizalions and individuals havirg snnilar inlcrcsts and obie'ti\ c'

Affiliated with Onlario Nature (e\-FON) and Nature Canada.

P.O. Box 23031, 124 Wclland -,!ve., St. Catharines, ON. L2R7P6

The Peninsula Naturalist Newsletlcr

Prr6lis,tled. Februarl'. May. October

Circutatidl: 150 ooPies Pcr issue

The Edilor welcomes !\titten aniclcs or atwork on env

natural history topic. Handw.itten arlicles will be

. c.ep'L d. ]l,o ii ro..ihle. plcd'. 'rhmir r\ pc$ rirer'
articics. or conputer disks conlaining Your filc '^ll
picces ofa6vork $ill be accopted, although line

drawings are prel'erable. as the) are better s iled t{)

fl,oru.o|].r't. \e$ id(:''r.d. rr'rrtrclr\' Ir' i r'
are alwaJ's welcome.

Etlitotiol Stnlf: John Poffet
Labe ihg/Maili 8: Ka:- Slr,itll

. please send sLrbmissions ro the above ,dd.ess

Deadlines fbr submissions 20081

Jan.26! April l2; oct. ll1

2006i7 PFN IIXECIITM

John Potter 905-89: 2566
]{oman Olszeuski

\\'endy B.adlcl'
Don Nlinchin
Drian Calvctl 905-892-6267

Uarbari Austin
John tslack
Briarr Cah,ed
\'loiI, Da\ iLlson
Lorraine l).sjardirrs
Bnau Joule
14argareic Konnend\
Llon -\te\,ensoI

F.esidcrt

\ rce-Prcs.

Membership

Lircctor
i)ireclol'
[)ireclor
Direclor
Director'
Direclor
Direcior'

uofg2
Rectangle


