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PRESIDENT'S MESSACE
- October 2004

rf'\ . i. ml ldsl messa.e lu \ou a. lhe lre.iJ(nr.
I t.r Iam 

'teppiny 
dou n this \or emher lollorr in!

the conpletion ofmy lwo-yeartcrm. I aiso sen,ed as
Acting Prcsidcnt for about half a ),ear after Betty
OI(amoved oul ol herhome in Niagam. P ortothat
I had been on the Executive, primarily as Outings
Coordinalor, since Novcmber of 1999. M), tour of
duty, however, won't be complcted until the next
presidcnt rctires. as I'11 be helping out as the Past
President.

I'm plcased to sa) that
sevemi cu[en1 Executil,e
mcnrbers have agreed to
have lheir names put on the
bal1ot again lbr thc ncxt
elcction. We do. however.
need more mcmbers to
lolunteer fbr the various
tasks that musl be
undertaken ilthe club js to continue offering i1s lirll
programme ofoutings and speaken aurd to contribute
meaningfully to at least several of the numerous
r,ortl]u,irile environmcntal conxniltees and projects
that are out there.

\\ie have not attracted manrr' Dew, youngcr
members to the club ovcr lhe past fe\\.years and as
a consequence are nou, left with 1'erv people (Nho
haven't donc jt. beer there...) to can_r, on u'ith the

jobs that need to be done ifthe club is to sun ive in
its present fomr. it's a pirl" that I have to say that. so

soon afterour 5Otb Anniversary celebrations. It'sno1
too late, howevff with help. your help, our next
PresideDt and his fello,v executive members can
male a thrust to revitalize the club. lf\r,e can attmct
new members during this bridge period there should
be enough people to take over lhe responsibilit-v of
running thr: club sevenl years do$n the road.

- Roman Olszevski

NOTICE OF ANNT-IAL GENER.{L MEETINC

'1- he Pertirrsula Iield \rruralists CIub s lrlcction
I o I Olllccr. w.ll tale place. as pan olr hc Annual

General Meeting on Monda), Novenlber 22104, 7:30
p.n1., Mounlainview Unitcd ChurcL 150 Glendalc
Avenue. St. Catlm l1es. As specificd in the
Constitulion. a slate ofcandidaLes rvill be submi[ed
b) a Nominating Commitlcc. An,vone wishing to
staDd for electior should advise thc Presidenl.
Nominations w,ill also be accepted liom the lloor a1

the AGM.

The positions of President. Vice-Prcsjdent,
Membership Chair, and 3 Directors will be open lor
elccLion [or a 2-1ear rcm: I Direcror posirion i.
open for a 1-year lem1.

fhe current Secreta ,and Treasurer- and 2
Dircctors at mid-term.'wi1l continLte in thcir olfices.
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TALKIN'BIRDS

T've finallv foufld out what
lcom-on gr*He. *" good
fo After years ofwatching
these guys raid my birdfeeder
(accompanied usually by a brace of cowbirds or
redwings), or heariog them descend ell mass onto my
lawn in chattedng squawking hordes just pdor to
thek southerly migratiorq I've wondered whatever
use they could be. It stards to reason that Nature
had some purpose for such a mucous crew. At least

so I thought (although I've also wondered whatever
use t]rcre could be for yellowjackets and homets - but
that's another story). Other than being a possible

inspiration for an old Alfred Hitchcock movie, I just
assumed that thry might be feedhg on insects prior to
floakmg.

Anyway, the mystery is now solved. A few days

ago, a garble of gackles arrived ('garble' is my
personal inclusive term for a'huge number of
grackles). While looking out my windows to verify
what the racket was about, I noticed that on all sides

of the house, the roof seened to be shedding
quantities ofleaves - tiis in spite ofthe fact thal the
weather was completely calm, no wind at all. My
cudosity aroused, I watched tl|e eaves ofthe housg
and noted a grackle landing at the edge ofthe roof
Hopping onto the rim ofthe eavestroug\ he began
madly flinging leaves ovorboard, while pecking
ide.mittently at something in the depth ofthe trough-

Other grackles soonjoined him, and a real shoving
match ensued as they jostled for the best positior olr
the rim, Presumably the gmckles' intent was to seek
out bugs or grubs in the litter of the eavestrough.
However, from my perspective, the gartle ofgrackles
all busily seeking bugs in my @in-gutters were doing
me the favour of saving me a olimb onto the roofto
clean out the debris! So now that I understard the
benefits of a garble ofgrackJes, I've resolved to view
them in a more kindly frame of mind.

- the Edito/ -

CERISTMAS BIRD COUNT . PL{\S

r oin us lor the 50thChrisLmas Bird CoL,nl .r ' i
J Catharines area, all day on Sundal. Dece*::'
You can bird forl hour or be like the cra71 c:-::
(owling pre-da\ n ro duskt The most irnpo-=-
thing is to have funlll The rer't important thing is i.
get as many birders in the field as possiblelll

I need to klow who, when, and u''here, so please

call me to register for an area or a feeder walch.

Contact Marcie Jacklin at 905-892-3108 or
mj acklin@brocku. ca

Have a look at http.//www audubon.org,&ird/cbc/
lor derails ofChristmas Bi.d Counl* lrom prerious
years.

Ard last but not least is the famous round-up
party. To continue this rryonderful club tradition, I
Deed at least one person to organize the party' a

location to have the party and people to bring
food!! You don't need to participate in the count to
bringfood to the party and enjoy ourtales oftriumph
and tlre occasional woel I guess I think ofthe round-

up as fie ciub's Christrnas Party, so helping out in
any way would begreat! Call me - 905-892-3108.

- Mdrcie .lacklin -
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ECOIOGICAI GITTS, CONSERVATION
EASEMENTS & LAND TRUSTS

f'r iving your property away [oay oot seem very

\fsatisfoing but lo an increasirg ouuber of
Canadians the gift oftheir land to a perpetuel oqnEr
was one ofthe most $atis&iog arts oftheir lives. The

trick is - *{ro do you give the property to, and under

what corditioN? In fact, yqu may be able to realize

a tax benofit &om land that you've arranged to give

to someone elsq. How so?

First, you should know e bit about laad trusts. A
land trust i$: A private, nonprofit conservation

organization formed to proiect oatural resouoe$

such as productivo farm ard forest la[d, natural

areas, historic sttuctufes and recreational areas. Land
trusts puchas€ and accept don&tions of oonservation

easements. They educatethe pulrlic about thD lre€d to
oonserve land; some provide lsnd use and estate

plaaning services to local govemmorts and individual
citizem. Ontario Nature is a latd aust, as is the
Nature Consemncy of Caflada.

Now, how about that tfi beoefit que$tion? The

arswer lies i$ what are known as 'ecological gifts' or
'ecogifts'. Some ofthe commorr forms of ecogifts

are bequests, conservation easemetlts, title donations,

alld coveflatlts.

Bequests take efect through your wiu. Quite
s nply, you oan name a specfic beneficiary to receive

specifio as$et$ &om your estate or a portion ofyour
€stote. Th€ Fourdation for Ontario Nature suggests

this as one way of setting up a planaed giving
program witb OntaJio Nature as the benefioiary.

Other ways ofgiviog to th€ Foundation in a planoed
giving plogram include donations of stocks,
securities, mutual funds or olher capital plgperty.
You can also arr&ge 10 establish Charitable Gift
Armuities or Charitable Remainder Trusts, which
allow you to receive a regular income during your
lifetime from your donation. For more, see the
Website: www.fou[dationforontarionature. org

Ecogifts in the form of cooservation easements'

title donations, and coverlarlts can provide a financial

benefit for you during your liGtime, &s well as

securing your propety h perpctuity. Through the

Canadian Wildlife Service agency of Eovironment

Canad4 an Ecological Gifts Program has been in
operatioo since 1995, to assist landowne$ to xake

advantage of the Incone Tar Acl sf Cer]ads. L
provision in the lrrcot e f@.lcl allows donatiorc of
property oll a voluntary basis to quali$ as ecologioal
gifts ard to povide the do[or with ar official
donalion receipt and m enharced ta\ benefit. Such a

donation can be protected in perpetuity, with
conditions mutually €rced by t}le donor and the

recipient, The value of the donation can be used

agaimt lOO perceflt oftie donor's armual inoome, for
hcome taxstion purposeq only 25 % of any deemod

oapital gain has to be declared as iocome. The

recipient may b€ a qualified charitable conservation

organizatior, an incorpomled mudcipality, or the

Croun (ParLs Cahad4 Canadian Wildlife Service,

etc). The donor may colttinue to liv€ on the property

through a [fe teflalroy agrcemert. Ifthe agreeme is
a conse.vatioo easement, tlrc do[or still owns the

property dudng hisrher lifetime, and may sell it if
(s)he chooses.

Naturally, there are qualifications to zuch an

axrangement. In Ontedo, the land must meet at least

one of 30 criteria established for lands to quali& as

ecogifts. For examplg a poperty designated as

nationally or provincially significaat, or which
provides ao ecological link in the landscape or
provides local wildlife habital, may qualif, for
consideration as an ecogiftr In Ontariq Environment
Canada certifies the ecological sensitivity ofthe land

dolutiorL the fair market value ofthe doflatiorl aid
tllat the recipient of the doration is qualified to
accept the grft. When a collservaholl eas€ment is

attach€d to a property, it becomes a perpstual

attachment to the lafld-title, so sll future ownels of
the lard aie bound by it. For more, see the Website:

www.oo.ec. gc.calecogas
- the editot -
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PROWLING SIMCOE
PfN,s 2004 armual spri4 weekead outing

.fhe PF\f s SpringWe.ekend Ouring alnost always
I tums up a few memorable surpdses; the 2004

edition did not disappoint the participants. This
yeax's outing occurred on the weekend ofJurc 1l-
13, for which fiae weather was promised.

The doughty wandere$ on this year's excursion
included Moira Davidso[ Lorraine Desjardins.and
tiend, Don Dimond, Elaine Dimond, Elaine
Gilesby, Mary Potter, John Potter, Karitr Schneider
and Kay Smith, led by the intrepid Brian Calve.t.
The destinatio4 in general, was the Mdland /
Wasaga Beach area of Simcoe County, which tumed
out to be lemarkably diverse in its ecological
delights. Following the notion that thejourney is also
the destination, Biar directed us through a rambling
cross-counhy route which led us past Rattlesnake
Point and Mount Nemo, tkough the Eockley Valley
and eventually toward Staj.ner. The contrast ofthe
Halton Hills with the lowlands around Stalner was
striking; Regional Road 42 from Hockley to St&,'ner
chatrges elevations as ftequedly as atry rcllercoastgr.

The Wasaga Beach area, as Brian explained,
includes Wasaga Beach Provincial Park which
harbous the largest parabolic (crescent) sand-dunes
in Ofltario. It came as no surprise to find that poison
i\,y was rampart. However, we were surprised to
fiad, under the pines and oaks, a healtiy oover of
bracken fem, as well as bluebead lily, yellow
ladyslipper orchid, moccasin flower and one clump of
orange puccoorl one of our botanical highlights.
Ant-lio[ sard-baps were prevalent, blueberry shrubs
likewise. Adjacent swampy arcas yielded Canada
anemone aad blue-eyed grass.

Trckting onward, we stopped at Tiry Marsh
Provincial Wildlife Area for sustenanc€ and some
serious birding. We had seen Canada geese browsing
in farm fie1ds before arriving at the Marsl! the geese
welcomed us in rhe parkingJot. The boardwalks and

. obseryation areas of the Marsh had something for

everyone - wetland plants fke blueflag iris, horsetail
and sensitive fern, assorted tems and duck$ for the
shore-birders, and cedar w&xwings for all. Tiny
Marsh is a strong contender as one of my favorite
stops otr the tdp. ('Tiny', as Brian explained, is rot
a comment or the size of the MarclL but mtier the
name of the Township, named after one of Iady
Simcoe's pa dogs.).

For those of us who resisted the temptations of
the Kirgs IIm Motel in Midlan4 the sleep-over point
was to be Awenda Prcvircial Park. This was /erza
i coghita f$ most of us. However we quickly
found, while setiing up camp, that like many Parks,
Awenda has its residert raccoons. Rooky's first visit
was enough waming to alert us trot to leave tasty
treats within smelliflg distance. Possibly because of
Awenda's large size (1900 ha), the park was not
crowded and campsites were unusually large and
reAeshingly well-spaced.

Saturday moming's tour lvas a walk around
Kettle Lske (aka Second Lake), a scenic ramble
through woods and across wetlands. For dre birders,
odoles and tanagers quickly appeared; botanists
discovered patches of squawrcot, a flew sight for
some. Frogs srd turtles were easfu seen in the clear
water of a strearq butterflies flitted about, and a
close flypast by a loon gave e\,€ryone something to
relish. (Some still tlink we saw an osprey flapping
upstream). Through it all, Don plotted our progress
aroufld the lake with Elaine's new GPS unit, neaily
mapping the trail as we proceeded.

Following a Chinese buffet lunch in Mdland, our
aftemooa was dedicated to & lour ofthe Wye Marsh
Wildlife Atea. As it turned out, the weathe. had
become hot, inducing a general lethargy in the
birdlife ofthe Wye. Trumpeter swans ard ducks werc
about, and assorted warblers and swallows zipped
from trce to tree or poked their heads out of
nestboxes. Sadly, however, the consensus was thal
late afternoon was not tie best time for birding.
Consequendy the party retreated to tlle motel i1l

Mdland for anotier favodte form ofrecreatiorl the
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annual \rine-and-cheese (- goodies) nosh Those of
us who \\rere tenting al A\\'enda completed the

evening with a climb to the lop ofthe Nipissing sand

bluff, to catch the Georgian Bal sunsel and to gaze

across Nottawasaga Bay in the general direction of
Christian lsland and Collingwood

Sunday morning, Brian proposed pro\ ing the

bays and inlets along the south shore of Sevem

Sound, \\'ith an eventual destination being the Big
Chuie ANSI and Marine Railway. The prowl proved

to be a good choice, with Hogg's Bay and Slurgeon
Ba] producints good birding includ;ntr suamp
spa ro\!s dnd an exrended vieu of a ne:ting gteen

heron. On the botanical side, showy tick trefoil and

a find of wild colTee at Sturgeon Bay were ofspecial
interest. Foilowing a stop at Waubashene Beaches

Prov. Nafure Reserve to inspecl the dune formations,
we motored up to Big Chu1e, arrivingjusl in lime to
watch the transfer of some pleasure cra{i from the
Sevem River into Gioucester Pool Unlbrtunately,
before we had time to explore the ,{NSl, the clouds
thal had been threater)ing all morning let go with a

cold rain which conr"ilced most oflhe party to cail it
a weekend and head home. The hardy few opted for
a side-trip to Matchedash Bay Provincial Wildlife
Area, where we spotted heroN and a turkey vulture
overhead and q'atched turtles drifting lazily in the
North River.

ln summary, 1or anyone who has never explored the
natural habitats ofSimcoe County, GOI Beware of
poison ivy, but go. We suggest you do the Wye
N{arsh Wildlife Area in the moming, and definitely
budget a few hours for Tiny Marsh - ),ou le'illnot be

disappointed

(Edit@"'s Note - thc Summer 2001 issue of&asorr
included an informative article ontheWasaga Beach

dunes and their irhabitants.)

For those who like to keep score:

I-ocationsl
Wasaga Beacir - Blueberry Plains trail, Tiny IVarsh;
Arvenda Prov. Park - Kettle l,ake tlaill

Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre. Awenda Prov. Park -
dunes; Hogg's Bay marsh: Sturgeon tsay marsh,

Waubashene Beaches Prov Nature Reserve; Big
Chute Ntarine Railway & ANSI; Matchedash Bay

Prov. Wildlife Area (near Coldwater).

Brrdsice!:
Cedar Wa,xwing; Common Tern; Black Tem;

Caspian Tem; Baltimore O.iole, Scarlet Tanager,

Ruby-thJoated I-Iummingbird, Common Loon,
Swamp Spanow, Swamp Wren; Green Heron, Crreet

Blue Heron: Yellow Warbler, Common
Yellofih.oat, Black-and-white Warbler, Redstart
(9); Kingbird; Trumpete. Swan, Tree Swallow,
Canada Coose; MaJlard. furkel Vtrhure

Birds Heardl
Red-eyed Vireo, Veery; Flicker, Chickadee; Red-

beliied Woodpecker, Mourning Dove

Plants Seen:

Blue-eyed Grass, Calada Anemone; Bluebead Lily
(Clintonia); Moccasin Flower, Puccoon, Yellow
Ladyslipper Orchid, Bracken Fern, Squaw-root,
Cinnamon Fern; Ostricb Fern, Sensitive Fem,

Scouring Rush, Horsetail: Wild Coffee; Showl Tick
Trefoil Silvery Cinquefoil, Wood Betony; Blueflag
lris; Ga1'wings; Reindeet l-ichen: Clubmoss; Hog
Peanut, Sarsaparilla, Black Cohosh; White
Baneberry; Swamp Milkweed;White Lettuce; Gall-
of-the-Earth, Carrionflowel False Soiomon's Seal;

Solomon's Seal; Starry False Solomon's Seal,

Meado\\Tue: Perfoliate Bellwon; Sweet Cicely;
Blueberry, Herb Robert; Jack-in-the-PLrlpit; Trillium,

lnsecls:
Yello*- Swallorttail, Red Admiral; N'lourning Cloak.

Alfalfa Bufi erfl y; Ant-lions

llieher Animals:
Musl.rat; Raccoon. Leopard Frog, Green Frog,

Common Toad, Snapping Turtle, Painted Turtle

- l he Group of Llerch -
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PFN PRESIDf, NTIAL TRTVIA
('t ince 20M is the 506 ArDiversary year of the
D penim.,ia Field Naturalists, and presidential
doings are in the news elsewhere, a few memories
about the Club's Presidentitl personnel seemed to be
in order. Heqce the followiDg shll-testing questions: '

(AnsweG otr page 9 - m peeking!)

1) Name the first President ofthe PFN?

2) Name the oDly PFN President to have held this
office in each ofthree sucoessive decades?

3) lVhich PFN President was hugely responsible for
&e initiation ofthe Bruce Trail tbough Nagara, and
mainly detemined the route ofthe local Trail?

4) Which PFN President served the greatest number
of consecutive years in office?

5) How many PFN Presidef,ts hsve serued in parts of
three (or more) coNecutive yeam?

6) Which PFN President went on to becolne the
Chairman of the Niagara Peninzula Conservatiol
Authorfuf (Bonus points ifyou know which years
he was PFN Presidert, and during which period he
seNed with the NPCA).

7) Name the President in tlle year when the PFN
hosted the FON Cooferetrce?

THE BIG BOG
l\ fuskeggol hs name aom an Algonquinword for
IVI -gassy bog'. an apt descdptiofl for tle boggy
vogptation-suppoting terain that characterizes large
areas of Canada's northem larrdscape. This peatland
is eltemely important for wildlife, snd consists of
dead plants in vadous stages of decompositio4
rarging from fairly intact sphagnum peat moss or
sedge peat to highly decomposed muck or finrskeg.
Experts believe Csnada may have more muskeg (1.3
million square kilometers) than aay other country in
tlre world. As many as 600 species of moss aad
lichen thrive in Canada's polar north.

CONTINIM{G EDUCATION OPPORTTINITY

The following ij a new course being offered by:

Qgg: Brock University Continuing Eduoation:
Niagara Expozure Series

!!flg: Dabblers aad Divers: Duck Watching along the
Niagara River

Each fall thousands of ducks colgregata oo tie
Niagara River. Observe up to twenty difercnt
species, most of thern in their spectacular breeding
plumage. During the first sessiotr ofthis intenctivF
couse, y6u will lea.rn the basics ofdqck feathers afld
identification in flight. Therq during session two, you
will practice your lew skills, as the class oonvoys to
key locotions aloog the Niagam fuver. WitI some
luck, you might also see a Bald Eaglg or a Tundra
Swan! Rain date to ba plovided.

Instnrctor: Maroie Jacklin has been birding for 15

years. She has trav€l1ed to Mahitoba Newfoundlan4
Venezuela, Ecuador aod Costa Rica to bfudwatch.
Marcie is also the Scienoe Librariao at Brock
Utriversity.

Includes one in-class session and I 6eld trip

ep$: $69l$65 (seniors) plus GST

Pate: : :Time: ::Locations

Thu. Nover$er 11, 2004
Rodman Hall Arts Cerre

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Sat. November 13,2004 l0:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Field Trip

Ilustati@ Crcdits

P I - lichenson tile -'Llchens ofNorth Amdica' Brodo el.al..
Yalc Unv. Prcss.

P2 - Cormon srackle(o,,s.at s quiscuto) P.ldsn licld
Guides, Iastenl llirds. p 254.

P2- TJ'e lar Side' G Larsn 1983
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N]LLER }IICE "IERIATI\ SEA-BIRDS

/,--l ough lslano i: t\e South {llallr( O.een. a

\JVorld Herira:e s te. s probabl] Ihe uorld's
rnost importanl seabird breeding area But Richard

Cuthbe.t, the fi.sl profe ssional ornithologist to spend

a rear there. has loLlnd that the cominon house

mouse- introduced lo Gougl lsland dudng the lSth
and lgth cenruries. is eating alive defenceless

a b"rrr'< a"d f<rrel chrck5 on lheil ne5rs.

Ituliail\- during 2000/2001, Cuthbert and his field

assisiam. Enc Sommer, couldn't understand the

efremel! poor breeding success late or distribution
of se\ era-l species on the island Summ€t-breeding
birds (Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross, Sooty

-{lbatross. and Crreat Shearwaters) appeared to be

doing okay, but the winter breeders - like Atlantic
Petrels ard the Tristan Albaiross - \'!ere "getting
hammered". Then they discovered that the conmon
house mice on Goltgh - dubbcd " super mice" because

oftheir size - eat bird chicks, including young Tristar
Albatrosses, an endangered species

Atlantic Petrels breed in burrows, and Cuthbert
and Sommer checked a number of 'study burrows'
every four or five days. They noticed that healthy

chicks found in burrows werejust skin-and-bone, or
dead , five days later. ln one case Cuthbert saw a live
chjck with rvounds around its rump,later that day it
was dead with mice feeding on it. At that time it
seemed improbable that mice could be major
predators. Later in the year, the two researchers

made a total count ofTristan Albatross chicks. and

their breeding success ruas appalling

Because Gough's seabird species evolved over
thousands ofyears with no natural predators &t their
breeding sites, the chicks have no defence mechanism

against the mice, and are literally eaten as they sit on
the ncsts waiting for their parents to return to feed

them. The albatross chicks are described as big
spherical balls of fat covered in down; because of
their shape, they can't defend themselves. Two
students, Ross Wanless and Andrea Ange1, from the

University of Cape Towrq managed to get vidco
footage of miae atteckiog the defenceless chicks,

co.firming that Atlaotic Petlel and Tristan Albatross

chicks are killed by mioe.

Cuthbert knqvr' fiat r&ts, broughl by sailo$, have

had a major impact on s€.{bird populations arculd
the world, particulady on islands. It was known that
the Gough Istaod mice vrere introduced by sealers.

But the omithologists thought that mic€ normally eat

insects and seedg so they beliwed that mice weren t
a prctiem. Cuthbart noted it's been recorded *rat
Storm Petrel eggs have bem taker by mice, ard
possibly their chicks as well. But a Storm Petrel

weighs only 25 or 30 gItr, wbil€ a Tristar Albatrors
chick aa! weigh 10 or 12 kg. So a 50 or 60 grn

mouse attarking something that is overlO kg is
unprecedented. The Gough Island bird preddors are

kno{n as "super mice" for good reaso[ In tems of
body size, they're the largest house mice aflywhere in
the wor14 about twice the size of a normal house

mouse in Bdtain. Tlis is beaause of a sciantific rule
that mammds get prcgrcssively bigger as the latitude
gets higher - that is, moving towards the poles and as

the clirnate gets colder.

Given the curletrt rates ofmortalities, arc atly bird
species actually a1 risk ofextioction ttecause ofmict?
For exanple, the Tristai Albatross is llow extinct at

its original brmding ground on Tristan da Cunh8, ard
Gough Islard is home to some 99.8% of the
remaining population. Apparsntly the Tristatr

Albatross is also at risk &om longJine fishing, as well
as Aom the mice. While there is no rerord ofAdantic
Petlels getting carght try flshing boats or longJine

boats, tlrcir surent level ofbrcedirg success is not
sustainable. The one advantage for albatrosses afld

petrels is that they are very long-lived. Cuthbert
doubts that an)'thing will go extinct as a direct result

ofthe mice in the lext five years or so, but ifs a trig
cons€rvation conc€rq longterm.

@ase! @ original adicle by Jolll Ye14 September 9, 2004, fte
Cap€ Argus, Cape To\i,t! S$uth Afrimr $bndit€i by D. WoodEd )
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Peninsula Field Naturalists' Club

Statement of INCOME AND E)oENSES

Jdnuary l, 2003 to Decetkber3l, 2003
(with comparative numbers for 2002)

INCOME

Membership Fees
Donstions
Pot Luck Rafle
Cofee Donations
Bank Interest
Bird Study

2003

$1,01 I.00
766.00
166.55
120.65
164.63
t17.28

$2.376.I 1

$355.00
510.00
306.46
500 00
192.17
t50 00
133 40

77 .04
74.35

190.00
31.52
000
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
000

$2,520.24

$2-',|97.16

$421.05

$ r,536.00
958.00
r70 00
96 92

163.19
14s.63

$3-069.74

$355.00
612.41
r55.94
490,00
41,5.38
415.00

39.18
71.04
91.45

150.00
44.85
28.14
60.00
25.',74
34.48

230.00
10.00
89.1s

$3,323.76
$0.00

$3323.76
$254.02

EXPENDITURES
lnsurance
Room Rental
Newsletter Pdnting
Donations
Postage
Honoraria
Supplies
Post Oilice Box
Membership Cards and Forms
Membership
Outings Expenses
Pot Luck Expenses
Travel Expenses
Photocopies
Address Labels
Christmas Cards
Advertising
Purchase GIC

Capital-Projector

Cash Deficit
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PENINSI, LA FIELD \-l.TURALISTS
OUTINGS A\D FIELD TRIPS FOR 2004-2005

"LOWI R" PLd\TS Ot \L{G-ARA-ASf,CO}\r-D LoOK
Salurdrr. Ociob€. l a. : r ,r l!,:t)0a m. WithiheNiagaraFslis
Nanre Club
A rcpc.ar of lan !a:. s l.'rt ai the nrosscs, Iichens and fems in
Lourh Conse^aiicn rr Grl! ttre upper pa{ oflh€ Area Ras

colerd Lrld \e !a\! lhc pla s nl the wet condition. If il's dry
for rhj s l e3r s $ all: mos! of these plants till look mnrpletel!
drfre]tnli Brirq boo15 and a nBgdfier if j'olr have one. Meel
aI dre F.kiltg lot
Fronr Eighrh \enue. Tot'm of Lincoh go nortl on Slafl
Ro3c 10. ibaui 7ix)tn The parking lot enlmrrce is jusl r'helt
rh. rold bendslo thc left.
Leider: Roflra, Olszer,lski 905-732-9955

ST. CAIEAXIIiIS CERIST]\IAS BIRD COUNT
Sunda\. Decembcr 19, 2004

Sct {lqob€r 2004 Newsletler. page 2. ,or details.
Cnordrnator MarcieJacklii905-892-3108

DIICK COUNT FOR MNR
SuDda:i, Jaftnr-t 9, 2005

Limitcd padciF{ion-
CaI Maggie Snile-v- at 90 5J68- 1 790 br Janrun .l for det?rils

1TE ANNUAI- MAPLE SYRI]P FEST
SaturdaY, March J, 2005, l0:00 a.m
Joih otbcl club membeN for a l1alk through a section of Sllon
Hrils Pro\'incial Park follo$ed b:( a nuple slrup pancd(e
hnch ar tllc yhite Meadows farms. Meet at thc Roland Road
efirance parlong lot.

NIAGARA FATLS NATI]RE CLUB
OUTINGS A}ID FIEIJ TRIPS FOR 2@4.2005

LOUTE CONSERVATION AREA
Saftrday. Ooober 30. m04. 10:00 s.m.

Joint outing with the PFN; Ronan Olszo$ski wil help us

exa{doe the lofer plants, liclEns & mosses. Meet at Louth
Co$eFation Arca p€rkiflg lot. (Moie detaib a]rove).

GIILLS GAI]ORE
Surday, De!-eober 5, 2m4, 9:30 an At this ti$e ofd€
yegr the concentatiotr of 8u1ts ol1 the Niagara RivEr can he

spectacular. Dress warrBly, britrg a lu4ch andjoid us for
so e inErcsdng gull watching. Meet at the mntrol structure
above the lalls.

(AYO ROY (905.892-4433)

CERISTMAS BIXD COI]NT
Monday, D€cemter 2Z 2004 This amual bird consos

survelt the disfribution pstteds and numbers ofbtds
1{i eriry over io N'iagals. We e&ourage everyode to
participate irr this very ihportard field work.

KAYO ROY (905-8924,t33)

WATIRFOW! AI,ONG TM NIAGA-f,4 RIVER
Sunday. Januar, 30. 2005, 9:00 a.6- Come and view

thousods ol dncks, geese ald srranr that sre fo{nd io Oe
river dudng the wirtter. Btilg e lunch ard deef 4t Niagara
sqrare neat the Cinemas.

GISELE MILLS (9os-892-3973)

SA. JOEN'S CONSERV.{.TION AROA
Sunday, Fd ary 27, 2005,1i00 pm. Edoy a leisurQly

willler \ralk along th€ nalule trailE. Dr€ss uandy arld meet

al rhe parking lol 8ale.
RrcK YOUNG (905-734-6226)

PFN PRESIDENTIAL TRIVIA

ANSWERS:

l) Francis Goldring - 1954-1955.

2) Harold Lancaster - 1956-1957, 1963-1964,
19',7 5-1916

3) Bert Lowe - i961-1962 He as honoured tiris
year (2004) by the Biuce Trail Association for his

work in the Niagara Bruce Trail area

4) Maggie Smiley - 4 years ( 1997-1998-1999-
2000).

5) Five - Frank Kingdon 1968-1969-1970; Peter

Peech 197'7 -79'7 8-19'19, N{ery-Ellen Fraser 1986-

1987-1988; Maggie Smiiey 1997- 1998- 1999-2000;

Roman Olszewski 2002-2003 -2004.

6) Franois Goidring - 1954-1955. He became

Chai ofthe NPCA in 1959 and served until 1984.

7) Carla Carlson - 1991-1992.
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EERBACEOU$ PLANTS (PLUS SERUBS) OBSER\'ED AT CA}'E SPRINGS CONSERVAfiON AREA
PFN OUTING. MAY 29, 2OO4

Cofirnon Polrlody
Bulblet Fem
Woodland Jack-in-1he-Pulpir
JaclFi!-rhe-Pidpit
Red Tri ium
WildI"il, oftie Vrlley
Large Flowered Belhrort
Carrion Plaflr
Fal6e Solomon's Se3l

Smootr Solo(Iotr's Seal
Wdd Cinger
CDrled Do&
Shap.Lobrd Hepatica
Kid{ey L€af Buttercup
wlile Baneberry
Columbine
Blue Cohorh
Bloodroot
May-Apple
Cofinrou lUoonseEd

C€laadine
Garlic Mult rd
Dame's Rocket
llairy Rockciess
Prickly Goos6erIy
AgriooEy
Wood Sorel
H€Ib.Rob€rt
wild Geraniurn
Poison Iw
Running Stra$foerry Bush
Bladdemut
Jeed*Etd
Long:spurled \Aoler
Sweet Ci.ely
Alternate-Lsved Dogwood
Nightshade
SqDwroot
Rough Bed Stra$
Cleavers

HonBysuckle
Wild Cotrce
Common BDrd$ck
Comrnorr Fleabone

Zig-ZaE Gol&ar(d
Rafllesnake Root
Ga[-of-the-EarIr
Purple Botresel

Polypodium\,rlgarE PolyDodiacqe
ClstoFBrisbulbiGm Polypodiaceae
Arisaemaalrorubens ABcea6
Arisaemaatorubeds Aracgae
Trilliuher€ctum LiliacsaE
I\4aiantherNm canadensis LiliaceaE
U\ulariagandiflo$ Liliaciso
Smilax he'bacea Liliace3€
Smilacinancennosa Liliac,eae
Polygonatsmbi{lorufi Lilisceae

Ranurculusabortivus Ranunculaceae
Aclaea pscb?oda
Aquilegia ca&densis R nutrculaceae
CaulophJllumthalictroides Berberidac€re
Sanguinariacaundensis Berberidaceae
Podophllurnpeltaturn Berberidac€ae
Medspemrum canadcnse Menispcrnaceae
Chelidordumnrajus Papaveraceae
AlliariaomciMlis Crucifeme
HesperismaEomlis Cruciferae
Arabis hiEuta
Ribes qno$ati
Agrimodia sp.

Oxalis montana

Asaru0 canadensi!
Rxmsx crispq3
HeFatica acutilobe

Aristolochiacea€
Polygonaceae
Ranunculaceae

Crucderae
Saxifragaceae
Rosaceaea

Onalialaceae

Ieaves & flowets

leaYes & IlorYem

leaves

leaves
lea\res & flo*crs
leales & flo*€as

leaves

ieaves

leaves and flo\rers

leaves & florYers
l€aves & flo\r,ss

lcaves & flolr'ers

leaves & flowcrs

leaves & flowers
icaves & flo$ers

leaves

leaves

Ge$riumrobertianunr Geraniacede
Geraniuhmaculatum Ge8niaceao

Euonymusobsvala Cllastmceae
Staphylea lrifolia Staph]..leace3e
Impatienscapensis Balsaminaceae
Yiola rostrata Violacea€
Osmorhizacla]loEi Urabellifaraa
Comu6altemifolia Codac€ae
SolanuEdulgafira Solanacea€
Conopholisamericala Orobanchaceae
Galiumasprellurn Ruttaeae
Galiur! aparfue Rubiacene
Lodcera sp. Caprifoliacea€
Triosleum aurantiacum Capifoliaceae
ArctiuIn rl1inui Asteracrae
Erigeioophiladelphicus Asierace3o
Solidagoflexicaulis AsleeaEa€
Pr€Danthesalba Astetaceae
Prenanthesaifoliala Asteraceae
Eupatoriud perfoliatur Alteraceae

l@!gs
lgaves
leaves

- Recorded b, R Olsz€wski - (Who also led the olting - ThonLs, Ronahl Ed.)
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BRl I} FOOD

(-.:.' -.- '. -.' ol inlormafion lies right

) .: ..:..arlrnPlotilsmomentlobe
ai'Ii, ._:: -,,:: :he case rlith two soft_cover
, .-: -., r . r::..:r have beel lounging around on

- : : :.:::: :,. :.lng dragged out occasionally as

:: :::-::. ':: ::-ex set aside agai{. The moment

!..-::.- -rr.':-e for these little workhorses to
.:: : -i.:::: recognition - so here the!' arel

l': aisl is titled "Head-of-the-Lake Pocket
r.:--: Guide", written by Laurel Mclvor. and

:,: -.:ii (:003) bl,lhe Hamilton Naturalists Club.
1 .r.: o: man\ indiridualsand sereral otrantrations

','e:e rnvolved in the production ofthis Guide, which
-lo;'ses on the fauna and flora ofthe Hamiiton area

las l ou mightexpect). The coverhas an eye-catching

color illustration of a white water lily by Ga14e

Hutchings. Packed into its 106 pages is a wealth of
information about the Hamilton-Burlingtoo area,

including suggestions on how to avoid injury while
our rn rhe field, and where to look lor \ aious spec;es

of inter€st I particulariy like the arrangement of
biological information in the section 'Nature to
Notice', where species (tlees, flowers, birds,

mammals) are categorized by season, i e., what to
look for in Aurumn, Winter, Sp.ing, Summer. These

'ections includr anecdotal inlormarion on species

(such as the slory offledging Peregrine Falcons on

the Sheraton Hamilton Hotel). With its aim at youth
leaders and educators, Appendices I and 2 iist
organizations active in eiluronrnefltal projecls, and

the sites whe.e outdoor education is happening.

Appendix .i, 'Species Cilecklists and Status Guide' is

an exlensive (altho' not exhausti\e) iisting by
scientific and co ul1on nilme, with the local,
Provincial aurd Narional (COSEWIC) rankings of
abundance or rarity. Printed on l00o/o recycled paper.

Cost: $8 (or so I wastold -tbebook does not specify
apdce. Check with'the Hamilton Naturalists Club for
latest quote).

The second book is "The CARE Package -

ereating And Bestoring E[vironments", written by

KieraNewmar4 and published (1997) by The Friends

ofMalcolmson Park. As with the previous book, this

one is a locally-produced goup effort, although its

focus is directed toward tlrc prccess of hards-on

naturalization. The book uses Malcolmson Eco-Park
in St. Cathaxines as an example and cas€-study, while

introducing the principles of how to go about a

natualizatiofl prcject. Suggestions on planning a

rcstoratioq natural and human components to
consider, altd public involvemeut are ircluded. Since

the emphosis of the book is on plant life, th€

Appendices concentlate oll listitrg trees, grasslasd

altd savamah plants and wetland species. A welcome

additiou is an Apperdix of ln\Bsive Exotic plants

common in Ontario. The Appedix I, Sources of
Native Plants and Seeds, is pgrhaps a bit dated oow,
but still a usefi]l refererce for those tryhg to sourc€

some of the more ulusual species, panicularly

tall$ass plants. Printod on rccycled p&per. Cost:$10.

Available through The Friends of Mslcohlson Eoo'

Parh c/o St. Catharines Recreation ard CommuniB
Services, 320 Geleva St., St. Catharines L2N 2G6.

CANADA'S SMALLEST NATIONAL PARK

A 1 only eight square Lilomelers. St. Lawrence

-f\dands Nationai Park in Ontario is Canada-s

srllallest rational paxk. It encompasses about twe*y-
one of tlte Thousand Islands, which are scattered

along the St. l,awrenoe River in the geaeral vicinity
ofKingston, aud a park at Mallorytowtr Latding or
the mainland. The Park is home to a great variety of
amphibians and reptiles. The black rat snake (E/@re

etdphe), thebiggest teptile in Camda, is fourd here

as well as numetous species of Aogs, toads and

salamanders. Ducks and geese overfly the islands

during the spring and fall migations, and gl€at blue

herons and kingfishers are regular inhabitants.

OuI largest natioll8l park? That would beWood
Buffalo Natiooal Park, straddling the Alberfa -
Northwest Territories border, measuring 44,807

square kilometets (an area laxger than Switzedend).
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NOTABI,E I]PCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday, Nov. 17/04. 7:00 p.m., Niagara Falls
Public Library, 4848 Victoria Avenue, Niagara Falls

Ihe Niagara l.alls Naturc Club willbe hosling apresenration
b'} Don Mclean fiom EnvironmeDt Hamilron. Don will spcak
aboul a project called'Trees Count'which has been happeniig
in l.arih,,n o.{ rln Jr f($ )cdr.'l' i5pro-ecr i. an in\efl on
1o deremine the heahh oI the lrrban forest. based on the
Neighbour,roodr prosram developed by Andy Kennq (fonner
FON woodlands Coordinator). fhe projecr involves cirizen
lolunteers 10 collect dala on the hcalth ofurbantrees (streei and

)a.d). providing an oppodunily to advise on recommendations
for trce planting and maintenance. Volunleers of any age or
physicalcondirion can be involvedr forestry experience is not a

prerequisile. l}re l'FN Executive are enthusiaslic about
iniroducmg thjs project lo ournrembers. and encourage anyonc
inte.ested in urban trees to rttend this presentation.

Peninsula Naturalist Newsletter
rreA Februar-y, June, October

150 copies per issue
l'hc Editor \\'clcomcs written arlicles or artwork on anv

histor) lopic. Handwrittelr artjclcs will be
and if possible. please submit typeuritten

or computer disks contairing your file. All
ieces ofarh,vork will be accepted, although Iine drawings

preferable, as the) are bctter suiled lo photo cop],jng.
Ne$ ideas and constructive criticism are alwavs

otial Stlll: John Poltet
I ingt'Mo i I in g. Kay Snith

PENINSULA FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

\4onday, Novembei 22104, 7:30 p.m.. Mountainvie\
UnitedChurch. I 50GlcndalcAvcnue. St.Catharines

Aldrea Klose (Biock University student) will present
a }{istory of Short IIills Provincial Park, an area

known 10 many ofour members for its birding and
ll:rrain - come and hear hou'this area u,as settled and
became a Park. Andrea is also the author ofa book
ahour Shorr llill. - do \ou har e r copr".'.

This uill also be our Annual 'Bring a Friend! and
Dessert Night - spoil your friend *ith goodiesl

2OO3/4 PFN EXECUTIVE

Thc Peninsula Field Naturalists Club
A non-profi t organizatjon staded in 1 954 s,ith the obj ectives to presen e $,ildlife and protect jts habitat,
1l] pronrotepublic interest jn and al-nowledgeol rhe naruralhistory ofthe area- and to promote, encourage
and cooperate wilh organizalion, and;ndividuals haling similar niterests and objectives. Affiliated wnh
the l-ederation of Onlario Naturalisls and the Canadian Nalure Federation.

P.O. Box 23031, 12,1Welland Ave., St. Catharines, ON. L2R7P6

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership

Director
Director
Director

Roman Olsz-eu,ski
Kelly Cranr
Lorraine Desjardirs

905-',732-99s 5

905-7t4-t43)
905-835-8988
90s-562-1953
905-892-2566

Don Minchin
MaD Pofter

Margm€te Kormendy 905-892-3'700

Marj- Potter
John Potter

905-892-2566
905-892-2566

please send subrnissions ro the above address .

Deadlitr€s for submissions 2005:

Jan. 28; Mry 20; Sept. 30
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