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|GL Bird Adas of Ontario is no@d 10 be a va.luable

UN resource for bird-lovers. Membe$ wou.ld

U agree that much ofthe ralue ofdocumeotron
o f! local species compositions, panicularly rare or

The Peninsula
Naturalist

WELCOME WINTER!
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Gleai"g,l It is aa honour to be fiitiag tbis rcw
yeais essage as the new presidenr oftho PFN. This
will be ueq)ect€d by most of you, since at thoDe-
cember meetirlg all meabers of the 199?. Executive
except a president were elect€d. Following thatmeet-
ing, I had discussiotrs witl Atralorraiae Stdiag and
Marcie Jacklid about the role of PFN presided
and" largely due to their encouragement and
suppofi, have ageed to take otr the job.

I m a relative newcomer to the Niagara area (I
have Iived in Niagara-on-the-L,ake fo, almosttwo
years) and to 1tr€ PFN. It was my intercst in
birding that firs led me to the organizatior Being
so new to the club, I'm very much id a leamitrg mode
and look forward to meeting you ardbenefit-
ing from your experie[ce and expertise- The ,.

club has a dch ad disthguished past and I will do my
best to continue the wolk that has begun oo a variety
ofcommunity envirofire al issues and projects.

In any oganizatiorL good commrmication is vital to
its wefl-being. I atrd the other meitrbe$ oftheexecu-
live will do our best to keep you informed on issues

and ct$ malters. We also look forward to head[g
your ideas about $ogmms and outings, yow nahre
and consenation activities and concems.

If we havetrt met already, please irtroduce yourself
atmeetings and outings.In the meantime, enjoy whd
winter has to offer -- the crisp, crunch of snoslnlder-
foo! ltre flashing colour of winter bids, the sta*
silbouettes oftees. the besding plumes of grasses itr
the wind.

- liaggie Shilq) -

INDOOR MEETINGS

Otrtario Tree Atlas Prcject
Monday Novenber 25, 1996

R'ob Gott ri" fio- tle UDiversity of GuelphArbore-

tum spoke to a iather small arld edlusiastic PFN clowd
at our last itrdoor meeti[g about dle "Ontario Trco Aflas
Project". The coordinators of tlis aflbitious project
(which began in 1994) are lookirg for tree-loving volun-

teers who would like to paxtioipate intee and
shrub data collectiou for oul area. This is an

excelle oppoflurily to leam our local species

since volunteels are tained in identifying even
the loughest of qecies for tleir respective areas.

Our PFN birder populatiotr codd ideEti& with fie
need to publish such an aflas, sirrce the Breeding

e It - dangered species, is the foundation fo! habilat
presewadon in consewalion effo s.Ifyou are hterested
in participating in data oolleaioo for the Ontario Tree
Atlas Prcjec1, contact: Rob Gutlde, Uaive$ity of
Guelph Arboretum, Ufliversity of Guelph, Guelph, Oo-
tario, NIG 2Wl .

WELCOME TO A NEW MEMBER

Th" Puoir"du fi"H Nut,""lists would liko to extend

a walm welcome to the following n6w member

Ted Dixon, St. Calharines
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- CLIJB NEWS _
GIJLL WALK

On Decernber 7, 1996, a flock of roughly 30 great
pa*a-backed birders congEgatld to search for gdls aEd
olher watefowl, with Richard Knapton as leader. At
Niagara-on-the-Lake, we were rewarded with a birds-eye
view of an oldsquaw duck. We made several latrdiags
along the Niagara river, ending our migatiotr at Duffedn
Island. The highlights ofthe day ircluded an adulr bald
eagle, aDd Califomia ar1d Thayels gulls. We were teased
by a Caroliaa nrco, which was hear4 but not seen, oo
two occasiors. A few lucky duclG spotted puplesand-
pipe$. Ahhough ttre day started out sutrIly, the clouds
rollod ir! ad we coasidered moving the birding indoors
to the School of Horticulture. We disbalrded at 2p.m.,
with a total of 27 species. Maoy thanks to Richard for a
succ€ssful outiilg.

- Katherihe Stolrz -

IIUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK
'W'ou1d 

you believe that there is a top-rankod birding
area just a few kilomotres from a popular holidaydosti-
nation for Canadia$? My wife, Margaret, aad Isfi]m-
bled upon Huotiagtoo Beaoh State Pa* just south of
Mlatle Beach, SC, in early November. This park is listed
drcteeath om a list ofthe top fifty bidiag areas in Norti
Amedca- Mlrtle Beach itselfhas a wide range ofrccom-
modations and tie State Park has excellent campirg
facilities and is not crowded at that time of year. A daily
entrauce fee of $3 is chaqed for those not campiag in
the park.

Bird observation areas in the park are all easillzcces-
sible and are withio a few mitrutes,walk of each other.
The \,aded habitals ioctude a saltwaler marsll a fteshwa-
ter marsh, sand dunes, a freshwater poDd and, of course,
a fine wide sand beach (virtually empty at that time of
year) aloag the Atlantic Ocean. Both marshes ca[ be
observed from the paved causeway ellt'ance aad fiom
two boardwalks exteaditrg out from shore. All tiree
areas would be coivenied for people oflimited physical
ability to a.cess. They also provide excellent footing for
spolting scopes.

The park su.tr put on th.ree programs each day and
birding walks are paxt ofthe program. Wher Margie and
I werc there, we were lucky to rneet a Gce[tly{etired
couple who were helping the pad< staff as voluiteers.
Sharon and Phil Tumer had beeo birding almost every
day siace they retired ard in tlat period of eightren

montls had golle fiom novioes to eryerts. Birding has
becone ttreir occupatiotr- Thoir loowledge ofthe birds
ard tle pad('s habitat made tlem excellert guides ad we
saw over 60 species, inoludiag 22 for oul 1i61ist. Ducks
abourded, many of tle sa4e which we observe at LoDg
Point during migatiotr ir the spdng. therc were wood
stork, clapper rails, black-belliod (not so in fa11!) and
pipiag plovers, greatff and lesser yellowlegs, willets,
dowitchers (not to mentioo sanderlings and dudiDs!),
yellow aod black orcwtred night herctrs, coEmotr
moorheiN atrd common grouod-doves (Iare in SC),
@d-headed and rcd-brcasted woodpeckers and a pair of
soaring bald eaglos tiat nest in nearby BrookgreenGar-
dens. Phil's scope gave us closeup views aplenty. Therc
were greattlue atrd ti-coloured heroas, egets and ibises
galore. On tie beach and in ttre maxsh therc were
boat-tailed grackles, quite pretty birds, actually. The
m,.rtle (ye11ow-mmped) warblers were ubiquitous - they
were sfaggle$ in St. Catharines uitil iust beforc we left
for the south. Ahnost as numercus were tie northem
mockingbirds and loggerhead shrikes. (At night we often
heard barred owls in Ocean Lakes Campground ia tle
tovm itself) As well as the bfuds drcre were a dozea or so
Am€doar1 alligatols cnrising the freshwater marsh in
search of a fteal of duck, although tley more often
basked in the sun on a srnall island close to the cause-
way. Food is less of a priority al ttrat time of year as ttreir
metabolism slows dow1.

Mrytle Beaoh itself provides mey foms ofen&faifl-
metrt and therc are several oudet malls to occupy oneself
betweetr biding expealitiols. As well, there are other
birdifg areas witlin ao hour or two, i cluding Swamp
Gardens a1 tle Magllolia Plantdion (Chadeston) where
we spent the better paft of a cool Sanfday r*ith only a
handftI of other visitors who, with the excepion of a
Swiss couple, nrissed mtich ofr.hai was tleie! Altringas
intrigued us flere ard thrce wood ducks werc a rEal ttrdll.
Itr tle late fall hotel rdes are quite reasoDable, such as an
efficiercy at the Captaia's Quarters, which ono couple we
met was rcrting for a little morc than $400 per month U.
S. Campiog fees in the State Pa* atld in toE! are about
$ 17 U.S./night. It is well worth the two{ay tdp &ive to
Mlrtle Beach" a destination we had writtoa off after a
visit more tlan twemy summers ago when our chililftil
wele small and the beaches w€re packed arld the to$a
clowded- ?y'oy it is ol1 our Iist of ',must rctum to.,'

IDformation on Myde Beach is readily available on tle
ifiemet aad thero is an excelleat biding home page at
btuder.com.

- lVayhe Berridge -



CERISTMAS BIRD COUNT 1996
(St- Catharines, Ontario)

Date ofcount:
DescriptioD ofArea:

Number ofPrrticipa si
Distance Traveled :
Total Time Observing :
Tedpeaature :
Westher Conditions :

December 22. 1996 ftom 5:15 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Serm and one half mile mdius centered at 19th Street and 8th Avenue, Louth Tomship
(13 07\7922W)
ln fie1d - 43 in 13 Parties (non-owling); At Feeders - 4 Total Number 47.
Bl Aulomobile - 402 Miles, By Foot - 37 \4i1es
I 08 Hours (75 Hours by Automobile, 33 Hours by Foot)
-.1c,-2c
Cloudy. foggy. misty; snow to light min; moderate winds.

Red-ffroated Looa
Corlmorl Loon
Ho&ed Grebe
Double-dested Comorant
Great Blue Herotr
Mute Swan
Canada Goose
WoodDuck c
GreeFwiryed Teal
Americ.a Black Duck
Mallard
Gadwall
Greater Scarm

Ulclsquaw
Whit€-wiryed Sooter
CoEmotr Goldeneye
Buflehead
Hooded Merga$er
Coomon Metgansd
Red-b.easted Melgatrser
Shary-.r,i'nd Hawk
Cooper's l{awk
Noflhem Goshawk
Red-shonld€red Hawk
Red-tailed l{awk
Merlin
Amedcatr Kesael

* Notable

Rufred Grcuse
Wild Tu*ey
Bo[aparte's Cull
Rine-biled Gu[
Herring cufl
Grcat Black-backed Gutl
Rock Dole
Mouming Do!€
Easted Screech Owl
Great Homed Owt
Snowy Owl
Lqng-eared Owl
Belred Kiagfisher
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodp€cker-
Hairy Woodp€cker
Noflher Flicker
Blne Jay
AmfiicatrCrow *
Black-capped Chickadee
TuftedTitmouse h
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-brcasted Nuthatch
Brom Creeper
Caroliia Wreo
Wif,ter Wretr

Golden-GounedKiqlet 22
Ruby-cloir11ed Kinglet * I
Eastem Bluebird 26
AmericatrRobio 79
Gay Catbid * 2
Northem Mockingbird lo 40
Cedar W&.wraC 86
Northem Sbdke 3
European Srarlfug 3566
Norlhem Cadinal 278
American Tree Spalow 673
C[ippiagSpanow * 1

Sotrg Sparow 40
Swamp Sparrow 2
White-throatedsparow 12
White-oowned Sparrow 9
Daf,k-eyedldco 404
Red-winged Blaoktird 2
Bro*a-headed Cowbird 2
House Finch 1o 398
Amerioa[ Goldfinch 253
House Sparrow 1972

Total No. Ofspecies 75
Tot{l No. Of Individurls 19959
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c Count Week 1o Low h Hig!

Ptrticip. s in the Field :

John BaL*6r, Bouwe Bergsm4 Joh Blaclq Colil Bums, Paul Chapma4 Susatr Chapman, Everett Daboli, Mary Deer, Rob
Doboq Betr Escott, Christopher Escot! Dedys Gardiner, Peter Grabrlq Mildred Heathenon, Maroie JaokliD, MFa KeDnedy,
Nabil Khaim aL FraDl KiEgdo& Riohard KDaptoa Bill Malhe.s, Kevin Molauehli4 ceorge Melvia Bob Miltna4 Marg
Millma4 David Moore, Kadna Mullaly, Rob Pa*er, Jim Phelps, Gary Pietersg Kayo Roy, Calhy Sande(so!, LEcy Sa[q
Karen Schneider, Maggie Smiley, Deborah Smith, Joha SteveN, Kathedrc Stoltz, Paul Suooerskill and Bud Walsh.
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Participants at the Feedeis:
Roy Atafianuk, June Geen, June Moore aod Doris
Stringer.

Compiler:
Richard Ituapton aDd Marcie Jacklio. The Compilers
would like to give special thaks io Ann Marie
Pieterse, Mldred lleatherton, Kay Smith, Joyce

Btakey, Bob and Marg Mlloaa, Paul and Tina Sun-
merskill, A.ona Lorraine Stiiing, Maggie Smiley,
June Corey, Mary Deer, Karina Mu.llaly, MlT a

Kennedy and the following vdneries: Stooechuch
Konzebaa and Vineland Estates for tieir generous

dotraliols.

WAINT'LEET BOG

Tt" Wuiofl""t Bog Advisory Committee is ia firll
gear to fomould€ a comprchedsive management pla[ for
the bog. This plan is to be submitted to the Niagara
PenirNula Conservatio Authority by Novembe, 30,

1997. The Cooaittee vill be coasideriag biological,
hy&ological, and land use issues. Anyone who isi[t!r-
ested in shariDg PFN represetrtalion at these meettrgs are

asked to cofiact Ana Lonairc Stidiry (957-1048).

CAROLINIAN CANADA LANDOWNER
CoNTACT PROGRAM (1996)

Tt" C"-lioi* C-udu Landopner Conlact Program

was initiated h 1987 by urious agercies, in an atiempt
to address the alifrcu.lties mcountered in preserving

natural areas in Southem Ontario. The focus of this
prograo was (and still is) the Fomotion of pd\,at€ land
stewardship directrd at those lando-trers who possess

sigdficaat mfural features on thoi properties.

LanalolrEors arc offered infomatton concefling thespe-

cial features on their land, and a.re ercouaged to enter

ifio a stev,/ardship agreerneut (a voluntary, ha[dshake
agreemeft) by whioh they agree to prc&c1 the property

to the best off,heir abitty.
With the aid ofvarious firndi{g sources, the Carctfliao

Canada Ledormer Contact Prograa (within Regional
Niagara) was originally conductod by the Peninsula
Field Naruralis'is fiom September, 1994 to March, 1995.

AJeas completed irl that time period inchded the

Fonr.hill Sandhill Valleys, Jordat Valley and ttre

Willoughby Clay Plain Forest. As of Ma&h 31, 1995,

two additional areas witlin the ploiect remailed to be

corlpleted; the Caistor-Canborough Slough Forest and

Poid Abino. Additional fimding allowed fortho comple-
tion ofthese two sites (and herce the project) ia 1996.

The 1996 portion of tho Foject may be considered a

succ€ss. A1l stewadship agreements oegotia:ed il1 both

sites ftom 1987-89 werc rctarned- As well, five oe$
stlwardship agreenrents wore negotiated io Pt. Abino,
sevetr landosEers in this area agreed to the designatiotr

of stewardship fiieodly (i.e. laodowrer possesses acon-
sewatiotr ethic but does trot lecessaily \rish to €nter futo

an agrEemenl). As sucL the total acreage within tlese
two sit€s cotrsidercd to be Fo&cted as of 1996 is 2,125.4

acres (86.7% of sit€) io Caistor-Cantorowh and 295.18

acres (69.0% of site) in Point Abi o.

-S san Jonssoh-Nikhiss MSc.-
La downer Cofitact Representafive (1996)

Five landorners $ho negotiated stewardship agree-

ments in 1996 are as follows:

Jaret & David Butsch
Herbeft & Maueen Heimerl
MaLl Louise K Munschauer
Edrvin & Barbam Roseber4' (Jr.)

Rose & Henn Nowak

Those landori-ners who received ste$ardship anards in
1995 cercmony are as follows:

Peter ard Stace-v Headey-Komenda
Roberta Schmidt
Casey and Susan Keus

David & Cindy McDougall
Tim Ripper
Geurt & irma VandenDool
Andrcw & Tony Heim
Jeff& Nelli VanDenElzen
John & Vera de Laat
Joseph & Eleonore Huibers
Josip Kulhanek

SEASONAL POSITIONS IN NATURAL
EERITAGE EDUCATION AVAILABLE AT

ALGONQUIN PRO\INCIAL PARK

Nutora rr"ritug" Eclucahon involves a variety of
programs and faoilities designed to heh visito$under-
statrd and appreciate the oahlral and hume history ofa
park. The patk aaturalist staffi Algonquin Pad( cotrsists

of about sevetr positloos. The nomlat period ofemploy_
ment is ftom mid-June to Labour Day. Accomrnodation
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in their iast,rears ofhigh school. or tle first one or t]l\,o

)''ears of universiq') \\:hen an emplolee's work issatis-
factory, summer emplolmeni in \atural Heritage Educa-
tion often continues in subsequent vears.

Park Naturalist:
* These positions in\ohe th. prcsertation of evering
slide talks, conducted $alks. children s progGrns and
special events.
* Successfirl applicants usuall! have extensive natuai
}ton |,noq'ledge. and C(r o--ral(c c,rnmJnicrtion.
skills
* TIe anticipated base rate ofpal nill be approximately
S 15.00,&our

Requests for Personal Experience Sheets (to be
completed and sent to us along with your resume)
and/or additional information should be directed to:

Park Natrralist
Ministry of Natural Resources
Box 219

Whitney, Ontario
KOJ 2MO

Ielephone: 613-637-2828 Fa\r 613-637-2138

FINAL APPLICATION DATE: February 28, 1997

"l don't know what it was,
could run."

? ? TEE CATf,R?ILLAR ? ?

It t 
"p.iog, 

and thore are 12 hou of daylight. A
cateipillar climbs a vertical wall at a speed of 1 foot per
hour duriog tho day, aod then sloeps fo, the 12 hous of
darloess, dudrlg which it slides downward d 1/2 foot per
hour. The wall is 48 feethigh. How long does ittake the
catepilar to reach ttre top ofthe vall?

ualgV puo'7p '99 'gg 'pZ 'gl lasuns a^$saccns

4cba !(q :pal Z I 'tCDp trtg[aqrlo lasuns lcq 'qcDat n!^ t!
'punorS 241uo Suusar fi t llldbtbc a4l uaq$ ',{op Jstg:
a4J uo zsuuns ]D 8utltu!8ag stDp g 9 satp, [ :relAsvY

TURN YOI'R IDEAS INTO ACTION TO
PRESER}'E WILDLIFE DIVERSITY AND

EABITATS

Protcting and preserving ruture is everyone's re-

sponsibility. But it's a rcsponsibility no one should take
on alone. We treed to wolk togetle! sharing ideas and
initiatives, in oder to safeguard the etrvtollment for
fifirle gercratioDs.

At Ioterprovircial Pipelines (IPL), we kke ourcspor-
sibility to the etrvi-roDment sedously. But we rced your
help. Do you have ideas on how to protect theellvircn-
ment? Tell us, and you could qualit/ for a g.ant up to
$5,000 tkough our Commuity-Based EtrviroDmeatal
Initidive Program (EIP). While we're especiallyinter-
ested in Foteoting wildlife, projects tlat help presefle
enviro flental quality - such as tlee plantilg, energy
conserldioq or recycli[g - will also be oorsidered.

Applications will be accepted rmtil March 31, 1997.

To request an application folm or for morc ilfomation,
oofltaat:

Progmrn Coodinalor Envirorrrental Ititidive Prograft
hGrprovincial Pipe Line Inc.,
P.O. Box398,
Edmoaton, Alberta T5J 2J9
Phone: (403) 420-5306 Fax: (403) 420-8253

or visit the Int!ryrovircial Pipe Line Ofrce nearest you.

but it sure
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To:

7t
N/' ' , lJi

lf ) |

The Peninsula Field Naturalist CIub

A notr-proflt orgadzation started in 1954 with the objectives to preserve wildlife and Fo&ct its habitd; to promote
public iaterEst in and a loowledge of the ratuml history of tie are4 and to promote, encourage and cooperde with
orgmizatioDs and idividuals havitg similar in&rests aod objectives. A.ffiliatld witl the Federation of Ortado
Naturalists aod tle C".,dian Natue Federation.

P O Box 23031, l2,lWeilandAve.
St. Catharines. Ont

L2R 7P6

lr,;11'"

The Peninsula Naturalist Newsletter

P11rlirred. Septembef November, January, March
Circulatioh: 235 coplesper issne

Tho editor welcomes wdttEn articles or artwork on
any natural history topic. ILndwrif,en articles will be
arcepted, but if possible, please submit qlewritten
articles, and/or computer disks containing your fiIe.
AII pieces of atwork will be a.ceptrd, although line
dlawitrgs are preferable, as they axe better suited to
photocopying. New ideas and cotrstruc.tive cdticism
are always welcome.
Editundl Staf. Lome Stobbs, Ana Lorraine Stirlirg,
Angie lrahy
Labellingb4ailing: tune Corey & IGy Smith

--Please send submissions to tlte above ad&ess--
Deadlines for submissions:

Aug.1, Nov. 1, Jan. 1, Mar. 1

1997 PTl\ EXECUTI}'E

President Maggie Smilie 905-468-l?90
VicePresident WilliamPatlerson 905-935-4528
Past President Ana-Lorraine St ing 905-957-1048
Secr.tary Edc Watdron 905-386-6275
Trcasurer Cdiedne Saith 905-684-9064
Membership Jlme Corey 905-227-3676
Director Mildred Heatherton 905-684-5481
Director Alan Shaw 905-682-2829
Di&clor Barb West 905-935-5339
Director Naacy Luft 905-9374664
Dircctor Richard Kaetoa 905-892-3108
Direclor Maggie Srniley 905-468-1790
Newsletter Edilor Lome Stobbs 905-688-24'18
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$4569.30
4257 .00
141.00
53.20

128.00
90.00

s2000.00

7928.50

$9928.50

PENINSUIA FII',D I&IURALISIS

BAIANCE SIIEET

.As of Decsnber 31 f996

**--or*".
PfN Conservation Ftnd
Baclge Inventory
Deqal Inventory
PFN @f fee ttuds
Bi-rd Atlases -

(Estj-oated Value)
Display Boa.rd
CaIIEra & EguitrrEnt
Projector
Photocopier
lialE .,Fag Board
3 Coffee Urns
Coffee ltugs

I'CtrAI ASSEIS

Audited by:

LIABILITIES

Niagara peninsufa
(Wajnfleet Bo9)

ME{BMS I EOUITY

Irlsnbers, Capital

LIABILITIES &
MU{BmS ' DQUITY

ConservaLion JoundaLion
$2000.00

250.00
250.00
75.00
s.00

25.00
75.00
10.00

$9928.50

Tleasurer



.PEIINST IA EIED IBIIIRiqLISTS

. Statanent of Inccfile & D<penses
- January 1, 1996 to Decsnber 31, 1996 _lr

I]{@ME

Mqobership Frees
Official Ddtations
DoEtiqls (cranthan Liqr's Club)
Pub Night Draw
G.S.T. Rebate
Pot L.rck Raffle
Ticr€t Sal-es
Bank Interest
EEtl cd4) Rebate
bal-Lrre Blrdathon
SaIe of Bird ALIas

TOTAL ]T@ME

XPENDIII'RES

Roon Rental
Honoraria
SIEaker's E<penses
Pot Luck Dapenses
Photocopie6
Postage
Stationery
P.O. BcDr
(tleques
Pholte
Nqdsletter ftinting
Publicity
Liability Insurance
EON Carq)
Nature Oonservancy
rONI l,Isibership
Bi-rd Atlas
Projector Equi[,nent
I-artdoMers Contacf Etograrn
School A\^Erd
Miscellaneous

TOIAL D<PEX.IDITT]RES

NET 1-oSS

$2097.00
37'7 .00
250.00
38.00
44.05

182.00
321.00
65.34

390,00
107.85
10.00

$608.86
280.00

64.97
40.30
33.95

524.98
75.50
69.55
!4.42
75.00

407 .56
2I4.95
260.00
390.00
70.00

150.00
r00.00

45.99

100.00
65.45

.g**.n{*a
Ileasurer

s3882.24

$6976.70

( $3094.46 )

Audited


