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Message from the presldent:

SHORT HILLS CONFERENCE - JANUARY 24. 7992

-OFFICERS: PENINSULA FIELD NATURA.L I sTs.

I received an exclting invitation to attend the signing of anagreement between Brock Univetsity and the Ontario Ministry ofNatural Resources, pronoting coopeiative research. rnanagernent anclstewardshlp in Short HilIs provincial park, Tire document wassigned by the President of Brock. Mr. Terry White; D!. JohnHiddleton of the Urban and Environnent Studles bepartmenti Mr. Jim
.Young,. operations and Support Manager fo! southern Ontario, MNR andMr. John Fraser from the Fonthill MNR. fhls slgnlng which occurredin the Senate Chainbers at Brock, was wltness-ed 6y ppLt mernbets,menbers of the Bruce TraiI, members of the Brock Communlty andNiagara.

After a short slide presentation of the MNR,s Short HiltsHanagement plan, speakers i,aere asked to present their speclallnterest ln th_e_park. I spoke oh behalf of &r club, stalting lrIthour. roots in 1954, movlng (qulckly) to 1992 and what our memberswant. to contllbute to the palk. John MacRenzie had recently senta. Ietter to the MNR ln response to thelr Management elan, siatingthat we hrere keen to hetp in many ways: donating our backs to suchtasks-as plantlng tree6, bulldlng paths, malnte-nance work__and asI told them, we also have a vatuabLe resoulce in the shape of wellseasoned, (I mean experlenced!) naturatlsts, Hho are experts 1n
many aspects of the natural wolId.
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t{hen I thought of my hany mentors that
wlth in the PFN, I shared \,rhat a treasure
have, within our nembershlp. To link these
students at Block would be invaluable. por

I have come in contact
trove of knowledge we
people with the young
everyone,

Carla Car 1s on

I spoke about the speclal interest members have shown, in ourclubs lnvolvement with helping. to make nature accessible to
everyone in our community. I complimented the MNR on plannlng a
one-kilometer wheel chair-accessible trail., proposed for the SrdayzeFalls area. I had calculated, that the pFN had 23 outings for the
season and the Nj.agara Bruce Trail Ctub had 51 outings---just from
Dec.-Peb. ! That nade ?4 outings available to our community and
many people do participate in sevela1 per 'week. Then I noted thatonly 2 of our outings \.,ere wheel chair accessible, and as far as I
knew, only St. Johns Consetvation A!ea was an easj.lv accessible
natural area. The odds here are l out of 35 fiiltople 1n our
cornmunlty who need special trails.

When I think of the peace I achieve from wandering through the
short Hi11s in the sp!ing, stopped in my tracks by a carpet ofTrilliulns or Dogtooth violets, I feel we need to share this withothers who only have access to Niagarats manicured palks and
domestic f I owers -

I challenged the HNR to achieve an accessible trail that isparticularly wonderfuL! A trall tt{at has wildflowers verging itrsedge. A trail that somehow cuts through a hill that allo!,/s eyecontact with wild f1o$,ers and the ability to stLrdy them at hand,rather than 3' be1oi, the person sitting in a wheel chair or
standing with a walker. I challenged Brock University to integrate
wheel. chair accessible field resea!ch areas, Ours could be thefirst Canadlan university where wheel chaj.r bound biology studentscould actively participate in field research.

In conclusion, I suggested a biologlcal control programme that
wpuld eradicate a nasty non-natlve weed that has invaded the ShortH!1ls, as welI as the PenInsula. Upon entry to the Short HilIs atthe inforaation klosk, people could pick up a brochure, with a keyto ldenttty garllc mustatd (AlIiaria petiolata), Wtth speciaipernission from the MNR to collect thls specles, one woutd gather1t, take it home and prepare it, accoriling to Grandma Cofftnan,srecipe for Garlic Hu6tard Dip. It,s delectable and in ho time, the
weed would be ext inct I

*******
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CHRISTMAS 
-BI 

RD COUNT 1991

Our 1991 CBC was the most successful, ln all sorts of ways,
that werve ever had. With 89 species, we left 1989 (rrith ?8)
behind j.n the dust; and the 40,150 birds we.e by far the greatest
number we have ever ,taIlied. (We were greatly helped by Nabil
I(haitallahis crew, who counted over 10r000 crovrs that evenlng'how
do you count 10,000 crows??). Flfty-seven crazy people. lnc1udin9
a repolte! from CBC radiors Sunday Morning, braved flustlatingly
high winds to count birds in the f1e1d. Twenty-two others checked
thei! feeders regularly (one of them watched his feeders NON-SrOP
fot nine hours. I wonder lf he now see6 chickadees in his sleep! )
And othe!s, whorn some of the field bi!ders think were the most
wonderful of aI1, cooked unbelievabLy delicious things for us to
eat and dlink at the end of a long exhausting day. cenerous souls
eaaited on us hand and foot, ensuring that every Iast bite
disappearedi (And it didi I can remember at one point eying an
interesting-looking casserole and thinking I nust try a bite of it;
when I turned around again, it was all gone! ) It is hard to find
a way to thank all of these people enough. I hope it will help for
them to know that they ale contributing to a huge body of knorledge
that will enable scientists to understand, and ultimately help the
bi!ds.

The highlights? The most spectacular birds were of course the
pe L icans 1n Jordan Harbour. The most interesting result, I
thought, was the jump flon a na*lmum of 13 Eastern Bluebirds to 96:
We had record high nunbers oI many of the duck specles. In the
Short Hi11s, 40 Wild Turkeys galloped past the Effinghan Iieldg!oup. The Lakeshore group had a brief, tantalizing look at our
filst-ever Hallequin Duck on the count, and also managed to have
the most bizarre experience of the count, when they discovered an
underg!ound bunker, furnished, and clearly occupied, in Mary
Malcolmson Park (I've been walking over it every spring when I bird
theae - am I blind? Donrt ansv,er thatl) A ve!y, very big thank-
you to all who participated. Cone back next year. Virrf [:i],:,, )tt\
OBSERI'ERS:

Helen Abbott, John Bacher. Roy Baker, Audrey garnsley, Frank
Barnsley, Bou$re Bergsma, Leila Biggar, Anne Bright, clyn Bright,
Carla Carlson, Dorothy Chapman, Sue Chapnan, Barbata Charlton,
Rosallnd Chaundy, RonaId Cook, call Cox. Beverly Craig, E11en
Cramm, NeI Dekker, Rob Dobos, Chris Escott, David Eu1er, David
Flemrnlng, Norma FIemming, cladys Freitz, pat French, Denys
Gardinel, Francis GoIdring, Libby collert, June Green, Mary Hale,
Mildred Heatherton, Mary Ellen Hebb, Harcy Jacklin, NabiI
Xhairallah, Prank t(ingdon, Richard Knapton, Mona Lampard, Bert
taughton, Lorna Lissaman. Goadon Lissaman, John Mac(enzie, Lois
Macxenzie, Sandy Martin, Bill Hathers, Dorothy McC1e11and, Revin
McLaughlin, George Meyers. Boll Millman, Marg MiIlman, David Moore,
June l,toore, Mar:y Morse, Aurelio l"lunoz, Doug Nasnrith/ George Naylor.
Marilyn oneschuk, Steve oneschuk, Mateus Oppenzander/ Kip parker,



Ben Rempel. BLr{j Itiirley, paul Rose, 
_Kayo Roy, Deborah Smlth, Doris.' - jx ler, :-r atrj..)Fr. \ ree-n Thwai-e:, ,rr:'l.*":a"a, Annd Troup,: . r (.J'l l \, nt1 w".rt ,i, r ina" ,.=._tor,,' :ra nj"""r'-j:i 

"
"31=, qat h.l!r,!E_c_hll-_sllris* B i rd count - Decemt er ii. i,o91

coMMON LOON. ._........,1
HORNED CREEE. .........,7
AI'IER T CAN WHITE PELICAN. ...,..,.2
:,I]UBLE.CRESTED coRMoRAN?.......9
CREAT BLUE HERON... .,....,..,.?L
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT_HERON,,. -.,2
CANADA COOSE. ,.....7,A23
I,,IOOD DUCK, ,,.......,,,.2
AMERICAN BLACI( DUCK . . . . . . . . . . . 8 9MALLARD. ..,..655GADI'ALL. .......6REDHEAD. ..,... -jGREATER SCAUp. .....2,32.7
LESSER SCAUP. ,....,...16
KING EIDER, .,,,,.......4
llRreourN DUc( . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1O,LDSOUAI,L,.........8.520
TIHITE-I,INGED SCOTER........l,05o
coMMoN GOLDENEYE. .. .. .. -..., ,323BUPFLEHEAD. ... , ....rSS
HOODED MERGANSER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8coMMoN MERGANSER.,.......,...601
RED-BREAS?ED MERGANSER. .,.,...22
NOR?HERN HARRIER. .,....,.,..,,, 3SHARP-SHINNED HAWK , . , . . . . . , . . . . 5coopER,S HAI.JK . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . 2NoRTHERN cOsHAr,rR.....,...,.....1
RED-SHOULDERED HAr4,l( . . . . , . . . . . . . 1RED-TAILED HAWK. . . . .,.,,.....2O5
ROUGH-LEGCED HAWK . . . . . . . , . . , . .2I
A},{ER I CAN KES?REL. .,.....,.,.,.18
RING-NEC(ED PHEASANT. . . . . . . . . . . 1
t^ryLD rURKEy. ..........4o
AMERICAN COOT. . . . . . . . , . . , . . . . . . 6I(_ILLDEER. ......,.....,.1
AMERICAN I4IOoDCOCX . . . . . . . . . . . , . . IBONAPAR?E'S GULL . , . . . . . . . . . . . r J 8RING-BILLED GULL. .. . ,.....,2,g51
HERRING GULL. ........339
GLAUCOUS GULL . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . 1GREA? BLACK-BACKED GULL. ,,,,.,52
ROCI( DOVE. ....,.,.,...tr{
MOURNING DOIE . . . . , . . , . . . . . . . . 4 5 8
GREA? HORNED OWL , . . . . . . . . . , . . . . 4SNOI,TYOhIL. ....,...,....1SPECIES. ......89
OBSERVERS: 57 in the fietcl, 22 at

LONC-EARED ow1, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
SHoRT-EARED o!Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r
BELTED KINGFJSHFR,.., ., .,., ., ,,.
PFD-BELLIED IdOODDECKER.
DOTNY WOODPECT(ER, . . . . . . . . , . , . LlzHAIRY WOODpECKER. .... .. . . , .. .ib
NORTHERN FL ICI(ER, . . . . - . , . . , . . , , !
P ILEATED I4IOODPECI(ER . . . , . . , . . , . . ]
HORNED LARK., .. ., . - .2A
BLUE JAY, .,........-42
BLACI(_CAPPED CHICI(ADEE. .. .. . . 48 5
?LTFTED TI1140US8.... ., .... .. ,. .15
RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH.. . . .. .. ..5
ir,HI TE-BREASTED NUTHATCH., .. .. .45
BROIUN CREEpER . . . . : . . . . . . , . . . . . . J
CAROL INA IREN . . . , . , . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
TTINTER tiREN., .. .. .. . .1
GOLDEN-CROI4NED KIN6LET. .. .. .. .20
EASIERN BLUEBIRD, ..., .. .. .. .. .95
HERMI T THRUSH . , . . . . . . . . . . . , . . , . I
AUERI CAN ROBIN... .. .. ., ..., ., -..1
GRAY CATBIRD. .. .. .. .. f
NORTHERN MOCXINGBIRD... .... .. .95
CED,AR WAXUTING.. .. . . .. .. .. .. ..104
NORTHERN SHRr KE . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . 1Er{opEAN STARLING.. ., .. .. .,3.782
NORTHERN CARDINAL.........,..304
AHERI CAN IREE SPARROW.. .. .. ..309FIELD SPARROW,. .. ,. .. .. .. .. ., .,1
soNG SPARROW. .. ., .. .2ASWAMPSPARROW. ........3
9]HITE-THROATED SPARROW.. .. .. .. .1
WHI'IE-CRO&NED SPARROST.. .. .. .. .,1
DARK-EYED JtrNCO.. .. .. ., .. .. ..630
SNOS' BUNTING. .. .. .. ,25
RED-N'INGED BLACKBIRD. ..., .. ., .28
coMMON mAcKLE.................1
BROI{'I-HEADED COWBIRD. .. .. .. .. ..3
HOUSE FINCH.. .. .. ..871
coHMoN REDPOLL. .. ., ,. .. ..., .. ..2PINE SIS(IN.. .. ., .. .28
MERI CAN @LDFINCH. .. .. .. ....358
HOUSE SPARROW.. ., .. ., ,... ..3,240

- 
INDIVIDUA-LS.. . , .40,150

teedeEs.
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May 29-ll, 1992 Brock universitY

Hurry, scurrY Iolks!
a l! eady ful1l we don
d isappo inted, so register

some of the field trips are
own club members to be

684-9064 KaY smi th
892-6?18 John MacKenzie

Appa r ent 1Y
I t want our

r******

This year's FoN conference being hetd at-.ProcI University
aqain; wili Ieature a Photo salon' seaich yor:r Iiles for vour best
siiaes lmust be taken in cana'la) and plan to make an ently There
.i" ri"" categories: Florai Faunai ca;adian wildernessi shapes and

i"i"ri; I. Ac;ord !'rith Nature. Detairs a!e given in the conference
manuaf'wnicn was enclosed with the Winter 1991 issue of sEAsoNs'

Deadrine: wednesday, Ap!i1 15/ 1992. 
Bob Layton, st. catharines.
682-2435

- ---*r**r*****t**********tx******'*****t****************r****-----
DREAHJNG OF SPRING!.....

GARLIC MUSTARD DIP

4 ounces of curd cheese (cottage cheese works)

tbsp. chopped garlic mustard leaves

tbsp. chopped pals 1eY

tbsp. chopped chives

sea salt

f reshly g!ound black PePPe!

L/2 pint sout cream or natural yogurt

Put cheese into bowl, beat in Ieaves and herbs and season to taste'
Beat in 1/2 pint sour cream or naturaL yogurt. Pick leaves only in
Spring - early May. once whlte flowers are fulIy oPen, plants
become leggy and leaves slightly tough.

Donated by Margery Cotfman and served
toul, last year I

Country-s iile cookbook
Gai I Duff - 1982
P!i6m Pl ess

at our Morninq Star Mi11



FIELD TRIPS

sunday, october 6, 19 91

A]J.\ QALAEEA

Sunday, October 5th. started out as a wet blustery day, butthat did not deter 10 stalwart souls from joining the outing 10 the
Dundas Area. The first stop was at the ponds just east of the
Bu!Ilngton Skyway and despite the rain we sair, N. Shoveler. Ametican
Widgeon, Ruddy Duck and Eared Crebe. Noted shor ebi rds wereSanderling, Lesser ye11o\,rlegs and pectoral Sandpiper. f,Ie met upwith other birders and they informed us that there lre!e two IrIhit;Pelicans and a Peregrine Falcon at Mountsberg Conservation Area.
So with a slight change in the itinerary the convoy headed up
Highway 5. The pelicans put on a good show flying from one end ofthe reservoir to the other. There was no peregrine see|l but otherspecies obse!ved were Black Duck, Turkey VuIture, cadwalI, Mute
Swan and lots oI Geese.

The next stop rras Tewes Fa11s at Dundas whete we looked at the
spectacular falls and hiked out to Dundas peak. By now the sun rasshining and we had a grand view of the fall colours. It was nowmid afternoon and most of the group hended home but three of ustook.in one last stop. Coote,s paEadise. Ire saw three species ofwarblers and found a dead Star Nosed Shrew on the foot p;th.

When'we started this outing it sure lookect like a complete
wash out but we recorded some excellent species of birds andenjoyed a 1ove1y fa11 day,

****** Brian Ratcliff'

. Wednesilay, January 1, 1992
Ne r,/ Year ' s WaIk

Our New Yearrs Day I,Ialk, under the Leddership ol FrdokBarnsIey, proved to be nost enjoyable, The day was sunny and mitd
as about 20 peopl.e hiked,around the Lake cibson Ioop beginning near'the Beaverdamrs community centre, It was good to hive two childreni./ith us who collected an attractive winter bouquet. As for bitds.it was not too excitlng but we did see a good stzed flock of Robins
and a few Chickadees, Juncoes, Cardinals, Jays and Hockingbirds,
and a soI i tary Klngfisher.

John M-cXcnzie.*******
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sunday. January 26

?th- AvFnr)c r,outh Conservatlon Area

1992

Bursts of sunshine flltered through the big fluffy snowflakes
and the bare tree branches. Tbe forest was snowy white to
everyone'E delight. , Fifteen of us crunched and slid along with
Brian Ratc1lff. as he showed us one thing after another. Believe
it or not, he found 9ralking Ferns! Camptosorus !hizophvllus are
inte.estinq Iittle evergreen ferns with slightly Ieathery 6r' long
leaves--1" at the heart-shaped base, tapering to a fine point. The
tips of the leaves that tottch the ground, sprout new plants, thus
the walk i ng legend.

we had shagbark Hickory ( gE4a q{-B!-e-) and Bitternut Hickory
(q.glJg cordiforrnis) pointed out. The latters terminal buds are
mustard-ye11ow and flattened -- remarkable against the wintel
greys!

And!ew Parker was ou! adventurous youngster and sledded on the
impossible hi1Is, making the rest of us Ieel old! [,Ie concluded our
hlke with creamy hot chocolate and warm muffins swim$ing in butter
(for those that sttl1 do that klnd of thing! ). Enma carlson
brought homemade pear jam, strawbetry. jam, and I supplied cheese
and crackers, Thanks to Emma and Everett for making all that hotl
chocolate, Thanks to the National Bake!y at the Pen Centre for
donating the fresh muffins ! We stood chatting with oua hands
wlapped around steaming mugs of hot ghocolate, as the snowflakes
and sunshine played about us' 

carla cartson

our intrepid leader found opossumr. Deer, and wild Tutkey
tracksl $le nibbled on twlgs of YeIIow Birch ( ggEgla lqEei) and no
wonder the deer Love it--tastes like winter green! Someone said
the big oId 100' Ye11ow Birch we saw looked baroquel

**t****

'winlg lIlf !jtOd!! by !'lay Theilgaard Watts. A Manual for
Identifying Deciduous Trees 1n {^Iinter. 1970 Nature Study Guild,
Box 912, BerkeIey, Cdl i tornia. 94?01
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INDOOR PROGRAMHES

The lnfdmous Dr, Wa.l.ty poole from theat Brock was our guest speaker on October
with interesting video highlights frorr
including the mating rituals of Moose and

Department of Educat i on
28, 1991. He regaled us
the Natu!e of Thi ngs --
that rs enough sald about
out ! I ainit repeatlng

Nancy lli l son

Iral1y Poole, who had received the first ever C.W. I.p.recognition awarded to an individual, rather than an organization,told us of his efforts to natula1ize areas in the peninsula, usingst.udent labour ...that,s what professor's are for! His slidepresentation and information about C.!I-I.p. grants, Fhoulal inspi!eus again, After Sheita ptersol's native plantlngs aL the Se;way
Droperty of Point tlellar Spit East last spring, using a C.W.I.p.grdnt/ pe!haps !./e should continue our eItorts.

Carla Carlson*******

On November 25. 7991,, Barry Kent L{ac Kay spoke to our clubabout birdwatching. He brought humour and new ideas to the club'salready wide range of birders. Barry also showeal concern forbirders that chase their finds to exhaustion, thereby unknowingly
harming the pursued birds. Barry is a writer and arttst with r,.id;experience in the fields of natural history, conservation, anlmalprotection and communications.. He is now wolkinq as a free- Iancewriter. Look tor his column in the Toronto Star.

1f you werenrt there.,.you nisseal

*******

?
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PROJECT FEEDERWATCH COUNTS BlRDS I(lLLED IN IIINDOW COLLISIONS

lrhat's ubiquitous, nearly invisible, and deadly to birds? The
windows on yoLlr house. Birds often f1y full tilt into unseen
windol,si some aie ki11ed, othelg are left stunned and vulnerable to
predato!s. A recent study by Project Feederqlatch provides insight
as to just holr many birds neet death by collision each year.

Project Feederwatch, launched in 198?, is a long term survey
of the numbers and kinds of blrds at backyard feetlers in North

Scientists at the Cornell Laboratory of olnithology j.n Ithaca, New
York and Long Point Bird ObseEVatory, Port Rowan, Ontario--the
organizations that sponsor Feede!watch-_use the data to track

Amer ica. over ?,000 voLunteers particiPated in 1990-91.

changes in resident songbird populations

During the vrinter of 1989_90 Feederr,ratchers recorded the
nunbeE of birds kiIIed in window collisions at their homes. Nine
percent of all Feederwatchets reported fi.nding one or nore indow-
kil]ed birds, with an average of 2.0 deaths Per home reporting
ki11s.

Hones where window ki11s occurred typically had above average
nunbers of bird feeders (and therefore large numbers of birds
visiting). Wlndor.t ki11 sites were usually located in ruraf areas
close to woods and open 9/ater, and the yards had plenty of
vegetat i on .

Feederwatchers documented 65 diffelent species of birds ki11ed
id !.rindow strikes. Most were common feeder visitors! Pine Siskin,
American Goldfinch, anal Dark_eyed Junco together accounted for
alnost 44 percent of all vrindow-k111ed birds.

The most frequently ki11ed species died aPproximately in
proportion to their abundance at feeders. A few species, however,
seened to be unusualfy unlucky. For exanple, Purp1e Finches make
up 4.1 percent of all wlndolr-kilted birds but accounted for only
1.8 percent of at1 the bilds counted at Feedertdatch sites.

A1I of the over-reptesented window-ki11ed birds (Pine
Grosbeak, Purple Finch, Downy toodpecker, Helnit Th!ush, ancl Cedar
$Iaxwing) are woodland or tree-loving speciesi thus, these blrds are
often present at the homes Feederwatch has identlfied as being
prone to window str ikes.

Most window strikes probably happen because a bird just jsn't
paying attention. FeedelWatchers dontt aLways wltness the events
leadinq up to a windovr strike, But in 15 Percent of the window
strikes reported, observers saw a panic-stricken blrd esiaping from
a iaptor. In an additional 1.5 Percent of window ki11s, the
vlctims had been chased by other birds or startted by loud noises
or passlng cars.

I



-?he exact number of birds killed in window stlikes each yea!
is difficult to determine. predators and scavengers quickly remove \
stunned or dead birdsi 1n this study, fot exampfe, some
Feederllatchers saw hawks grab birds as Lhey bounced off the window.
But extrapolating fron the 1989-90 study period, scientists
estimate that 0.55 bilds per Feedertlatch hone per year are killed
in window collisions.

Hoi, does that compare to other window kill studies? To date,
the best estimate oi total annual window-strike deaths in the
United States comes from Dr. Daniel ,(1ern at Southern IIIinoisUniversity. He believes that one to 10 birds are killed annuallyfor every building in the country, for a total of 95 to 950 millionvictims. Our data suggest KIem,s lower estimate may be the rnore
real lstic one.

Sti11, ninety-five million birds is one or two percent of the
estimated total autumn population of birds iD the United States--not a trivial nur0ber. We should strive to p!event window ki1ls,particularly because the birds that die have been Iured close toour houses by our feeders.

Recently, Klern also published the results of the firstrigorous study of windou strike-pr.evention devices i the hawksilhouettes, wind-socks, one-way films, and screens that are solilby Tgny bird feeding supply outtets, Under K1em,s experimental
conditions, these commonfy used deterrents did not reduce windowstrikes, The most effective window guard turned out to be aclosely spaced grid of adhesive strips,

Few people. however, want to obscure their windows to thisextent. Feederlratcher participants who have had problens vrith
window strikes recommend a less intrusive contraption: blackplastic garden-protection netting mounted on frames installeal abouta foot away trom the windovr, At one FeederWatch home where as many
as seven collisions a day had occurred. bird moltality went down toa total of only nine over the entire winter after the netting wasinstalled,

Project Feedertatch coordinatot Dr. Erica H. Dunn, presented
the data on window strikes at the 1991 meeLing of the Associationof Field Ornithologists; an article is being p.epared forpublication in an ornithology research journal.

You can be part of project Feederwatch! To !egister for theI99I-93 season, send S12 to:
Project FeederUldtch
CornelI Lah of Orni thol ogy
159 Sapsucker Woods Road

(prease make checks iayable ."':::;:ir";:otlioor11lf,3l.nr,.

10



Birds k i11ed at I'eede!watch
number of bitds=945 )

hotne s in wl nter,

tsof all
wi ndow
ki11s

1989-90 (Total

SPECl ES t af all
birds s een

Afier ican Goldfinch
Da!k -Eyed Junco
Northern Card i na1
Mour ni ng Dove
House Finch
Purple Fi nch
Evening Gr osbeak
BIack-Capped ch i ckad ee
Pine Gr osbeak
whi te -fhroated sparrow
Comnon Redpol l
Downy Wood peck er
House Spa!! or",
Tufted T i tmous e
Helmit ?hlush
Cedar wax i ng
Cassin r s Finch
Blue Jay
Amer ican Robin
Red-winged Blackbird
Chipping Sparrolr
Comrnon Grackle
European Starling
43 other species

13
t2
I
5
5
4
3
3
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1
1
0
0
0
0

9
2
9
B

5
1
1
1
2
1
9
5
5
5
1
1
t
1
0
0
6
3
3
1
.0

11.1
13.9
8,5
4.1
5.4
1.0
1.8
3.6
3.3
0.5
1.8
3.2
1.3
5.3

<0.5
<0.5
0.5
2,5
0.6
2.1
2-3
1.4
2.2

<1.0 each

*******

During winter, snai15 often gather in groups in a sheltered spot to
t iU..i"t.. Titey withdraw completely into their shell and seal the
;p"ri"g ,itit "_ 

tf,iax layer of mucus that hardens to form a

water proo I P1ug.
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THE ACTION NETWORK KIT
You have made a decision to tak6 a sinple but effective steptowards fulIer denocratic participatlon. politicians hear fromindustrial lobbyists alL the time, tut considerably iess otten tromthe pubfic, except indirectly through electiorls. Be-cause of thisthe ordinary citizen,s chances of- tnffuencint s;ci.fic poticydecisions are very low. _?he key to ctrang! l'to challengedetrimental policies - is education_ and organization. Canadiansmust act together to overcome policies strapia Uy the organ;.zationof political parties, colporations and powerfut lolly g.oop..
As a constituent and consumer you have great clout when itcomes to persuading governnent and aorporate -oIti.iaf, 

to folloL,sound environmental polic j.es. Moreovet, such officials generallypay more attention to olganized efforts thaD to isolated oneslThey know that if you have taken the time u;;-;"".gy1. ratly wlthothers_ on an issue. you ar-e probably going to ioiio* through andpublicize what they say and do at,ouf il.
LETTER I'R I T] NG TIPS

- -LeLter-e,rrit jng campaigns dre a simple and effective way lorCanadians to voice their opinions and h_ave a nana in determiningpolic-ies. Irhen gove!nment and,/or corporate officiats receiveenough letters on an iEsue they have to r-eevaluate their policies.They redlize thal the .[etters Lhey rece.ive are reafiv a reflection
:l_:.^y:! ldrger percentdge of Ca;adian citizens *no'tn.y have notnearq lrom tor one reason o! another. your vie\,/s seave as feedbackand Iet these olficials know tow popular their ;.ii;i;" are. Manyenvilonmental policies have been-riversed due io Iellers sent tomi n isters and corporate officials.

There- is a technique to letter-rrriting and the guiatefines
recommended below have proven effective in Ietler_rjriting campaignsin the past. They are not 1a!r but rather good, 

"iie"ti.,e tips.
TA(E TIME TO WRITE:

The main tip is to WiITE and to ato so prompton your part can mean the diffelence betwe;ndisa6trous policies and protective ones.

BE COURTEOUS:

1y. Ouick act i on
envi r onmenta 11y

Do not wtite hostile .or threatenlng letters. Hostite letterswiII alienate you from the person you have addresseal. you want theperson to lrhom you ale writing to Iisten to your view. Therefore.show then that you are a reEponsible and conicientious adult whoseopinion deserves to be recognizecl. fhis does not mean that you cannot say that you are angry, but keep ttre statements restrained.Salcasm and abuse are a waste of peoplers tine and wllL give yourletter little or no considetation.
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Ce!tain people have specific titles by which it 1s apiropriate
to addaess them. For examplei A lninister is 'iHonourable'r but an
ambassador is 'r Your Excellencyrr.

BE BP I EF:

page
cnly

For rr,ost issues you should be able to fit everything on to one
You can do this by foll.owing the simple rule of discussing

:re issue in each letter.

Letters do not have to be formal, politicians are not worried
abcut style, they want to know what you think. It is not necessary
tc include a 1ot of technical information on the issue. Horrever,.
you should try to mention some or all oI these (i.e. location,
date/ problem and,/or legality, etc. ). ?his lriII show the
petj.tioned person that you are informed ofl ttre issue and will
the!efore not be easily dismissed with a simple or unacceptable
!ep1y.

DON'T BE JUDGHENTAL:

I,le must assune that whoever has done, o! is doing sonethlng
offensive has been, or is doing it our of ignorance and not nalice.
This means that it is our duty to inform them/ not to chastise
them. Avoid any comment on ethical, cultural or rellgious
ideologies.

RECOMMEND ACTION:

Include a recommendatioh on how the brobletn addlessed can be
deatt with. It is important to mentlon this reconunendatlon plus
any other reasonable altelnative'you may think of. Reconunend or
ask for somethlng specific such as a vote for a particular bi11, a
hearing, use of a cleaner tech!o1o9y.. etc.

ASK THE PERSON FOR A REPLY:

AEking for a response forces the receiver of the letter tp
think carefully ebout and address the issue. 1f you receive a
reply agreeing with you! stand and showing the intentioo to take
action, write back expressing your gtatitude. However, most
letters will not.contain such a response. For example, it is not
uncommon to receivB a standard reply by way of a forln 1ette..
Dontt let this discoulage you because it means that there are lots
of letters being sent in. If you get replies that are vague or
inadequate then write back and teI1 the person (I am sorry but I
feel that you did not answer my question adequateIy,,. you nay also
want to ask rrwhat guarantees can you offer me that what you propose
will be done?rr Show that you are very concerned and wiil not 1et
the lssue be swept under the rug,

. Most impottantly, aim to attain an ongoing dialogue with the
person addressed. lle can all !vo!k together for a better wo!1d.

-:
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SEND COPIES TO THE PARTIES INVOLVED:

To reafl"y apply pressure send copies tcr other concerned
parties such as your locaL M.P. or M.p.P., the opposition parLiest
cr1t1ca, the loca1 newspaper edltor, or a1t of the above! Let the
person you have !r!ltten know you hive done this by typing ,,c.c:"
and a list of the people. who will receive copj.es at the bottom of
your lettei. They wI11 know that all these people are watchin.g
whal they do,

FOR URGENT ISSUES:

In especiatly urgent campaigns, send a PERSONAL OPINION
MESSAGE (PoM). It ls a short rnessage that can be sent to a public
official th!ough CNCP. rhe message arrives in the offlcialrs
mailbox the next day, For Iast minute lobbyiDg it is a vety
effective tool (although when time petmits, the traditional ]ett€r
is the most elfective). Just call the CNCP Telecomrnunicatj.ons
oftice in your area and dictate a short message of l5 lrords or less
co6ting only S3.50 or 50 words or Less at 94.50. The!e is no
charge for including your name and address.

EXTRAS:

If you prefer to send a teleoram or have access to a fax
machine please feel free to use these methods.

Letters to any Federal Member of ParLlament (MP) care of
the House of commons, ottawa, B:g_lE!ce- This includes
Br ian Hu l r oney !

w!ite lelters to the editor, anytime you wtsnt to use a
public forum to voi.ce your opinions. These Ietters can be
read by thousands of people, and it is not as hard to get
published as you may thinkl




