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A Message From the President
I ohn Potter has held many rotes and worn

\:, a variety of hats durinq his involvement
wilh Lhe Peninsuta Fietd NaLuratisLs. As a
member of the Executive, John has served as
a Director, President and Past President since
joining the board
'18 years ago,

ln Memory of Emma Carlson 1926-2018
/_lur club lost one of
Ll our most toyal
members this October
with the sudden passjng
of Emma Cartson. Emma
was an active participant
in many of our events
and was an advocate in
the fight to protect
naturat spaces by
attending meetings,
protests and other
campaigns. She enjoyed
getting outside right
until her last days. Emma
witl be missed at our
monthly meetines. 5he
aLways gave the speaker
her ful[ attention and

His recent decision to slep
Board and as Editor of
Nahrratist is bittersweet-

Johns contributions to the Lxecutive and The

this issue
#249, Lorraine Brown-
Joyce witL be tak:ng the
hetm. I and the rest of

the contributors to the newsletter took
forward to workine with Lorraine to
advocate, educate and participaie in the
conservation of naLural r6source5 and qreen
spaces jn the form of a newstetter.

Bob Highcock, Pt esident

November 2018

. Betty & Denis Coutu

. Tern & lrike {etshaw

Upcoming Meetings

Citrzen S.ieftnts Caf
Hetp) also'Desscrt

Untimrted Trout i.
the Twetve Mile areek

CLements ldentrfyng
Bird Nests in Niagara

r ,arch 25ir - PauLPhrlp

. ApaL 22" @ 6r00pm
Annual Potlu.k Drnner.
Brins a laYourite dtrh
to share, as wetLas

settrnq Contnbutlons
to our rafrLc tabte are

Upcoming Outings

Chastmas Sird Couft

. Ja.6'h ouck Count

. [1ar 9tr @ ]O:l)Oam -

. Aphl 11" @ g:ooam ,
Wrnderme.e Basin and

' aprn 19'h 1o:ooam
l:00pm Good Fhday
Nawk Wai.h open
Fouie at Eeaher C A.

Johns contributions
don t stop Lhere.
For 12 years,
approimatetv 36
issues, he was theEditor of The
Peninsu{a
Naturatist. Part of
his dutv as Editor
rnctuded a fnendty
nudqe to ensurethe President's
Comments
appeared in the
newstetter. His
atteniion to detai(
when writing the
artictes for the
quesl speakers was impressive. There are
some bie shoes to filt there. With his wife
Mary Potier's assistance, John wouLd put the
newslelter arlictes loqelher, arrange fo-
prjnting and take care of distribution by
postai mail and e-mait.

I have losl count now of Lhe number of iobs
John did lor the Peninsula Field Naturatists

down from the
The Peninsuta

PeninsuLa Naturalist are
truty appreciated and on
behalf of the Executive
and members, I woutd
like to thank him for his
hard work and
dedication.

Lookinq forward, I witl
do mv best to Drovide
infor;ative ;rtr.tes
from the presentations
at our indoor proqrams
and from our ouLinss.
For the editine of tie
newstetter, we- have a
new Editor. Starting
with

John and Bob at theMatcotmson Eco-Park native plant sale
a coupte yea6 ago. Jean Hampson photo.

Emma and Cedar provided byherdalghter Carla

was ready with a
question or two after the
tatk. she was quick to
introduce hersetf to
newcomers and quests at
our gatherings and made
slre they enjoyed our
after meeting snacks.
Emma was a faithfuL
attendee at the PFN
annual picnic. John and
Mary Potter always
ensured she had a tift to
the venue. Our sincere
condolences are
extended to Emmas
family and many friends.
she witl be dearty
missed.



P hotography ln Motion
f-t avid Chapman is a storm Lhaser ard setf+aJqht
l-/ nt',olnotenh* whn eniovs lakinp Dhotos of weather
ohenomen-a. scenerv irid nat-ur'e. The aurora
boreahs. .ardinat!. sLnrises and tornados are iusl some
of the subieLts (har Davrd has caDtured imases of wlth
his (amera. On Monday, September 24,2D18, David
preselted hrs P'loloq.aphy in Motion tatk to the Peninsula
Fietd Naturatrsts nature ctub.

Here are some of the interestinq thinqs Davjd shared with
the cLub. tinfortunately, without the great photographs.

Shell ctouds are atso known as arc ctouds and they can
be ob(erved at the teadinp edpe of a thunderstorm. Thev
are formed when coot arr-frofr a storm's downdraft cuti
under warm air and pushes it upward. Another type of
arc ctoud is a roll (loud which is less menacing in
appearance. They are detached from their parent

ScLrd clouds are associated with storm fronts and can
have lhe appearance of a tomado or waterspout but they
wilt not develop inLo a cyctone.

by Bob Hi ghcock
qaps that appear in cirrocumutus or attocumulus.touds
;ro rt- lo ". apDpd /. rr Barp. o.op(prs dioJ d rh- i, p

lf the londitrons are riqht and timiiq too, David will
chase after storms in southern Ontario. Geltinq on a
srorm rs .na tene np "nd LJ 14.' ,o- or'\r're bacl a 'dtor,' "lo-e r ar,-co"Ln 1 'oad . sppao.r q Jp 1-0_ lIil.rtes
o' sto'm irasrni rro i mi ' r"" s a't e rF, ri\e wry Io
demonstrate how it is done.

ln addition to storm chasinq David wjtt hunt for Auroras.
Whi.e sldvrlq wrr'rrr ''le N re"'a Reqro'1, _F has (dptured
.rrnnrno imioe< a o q rhe -ake Ontario 5horetrne rr
Jo.da'r.- Gaseols pa,tic es 'n ll'e La"1- armosphe e
.ol r.e *iln r ndrac. DartrLtes rete"sed fro"l Ihp SJ'ls
atmosphere to cre;te the Northern Lrqhis.

The stop-motion photoqraphy used by David in his
oresenlatron to exD"n Fedtl'er oro'ome'd ^ds weLL
e.ioveo bv oJ ..Ltj -"mo' . \^a , (om-.r rFa or how
r rbrersed r'rey were h rlh thF pro'oq rp1.. [oseesomP
o' tle stLnniriq mEqF' p'oroqrdprred b, Da,'d. yoJ ca1
vrsrt www.naturebr dsandweather.conr

Hote punch c(ouds (fattstreak hole) are hrge circutar

Birds and Mammals of Algonquin Park
im Arthur is an audio journalist
turned naturalist- He has done

by Bob Highcock
There are between 3.200 and 3,600
moose rn Atqonquin. Thdse taree animats
can reach a speed of 55 km/hr.

The A(qonqLrin Wotf is a new taxon
created after many years ot
hvbndEarion. The sDecies is tisted as
Tireatened and theie are 100 to 100
wotves in the Dark. Packs inctude one
Atpha male and one Atpha femate and
their offsorine.

ameri.an Marien lPrne Marten) eat smatl
mammats. fruits, btants and in;ects. The
<De.ies is vutnerabte Lo Dredation and
tiappine and habitaL toss is responsibte
for the populatron dectine,

Other mammats that can be found jn the park inctude
Red Fox, River otter and beavers.

Birds:

Most of the canada
Jays (formerty Gray
Jav) found in the park
have cotour bands due
to studies. Thev are
most common in-Btack
SDruce or White
Sbruce/ Balsam
forest. Canada Jays
are omnivores and
wi[[ cache food in the
winter. SaLiva is used
to stick food to tree
bark. The popuhtion
has declined from 44
territories in the

contract fietd work for Bird Studies
Canada and capLures wonderful images
of the naLural environment. Durinq his
firsL Lrip to Atgonquin, Tim observed his
first moose 5 minuLes into the park,
Slnce then, Tim has visited the park
numerous times over the tast ten vears
and has encountered more than- 200
moose, dozens of bears, five wotves and
sh.rt.riiled Weasels Durinp his
presentaLion, Tim qave an aud'io and
visral lnaDshot of the birds and
mammals a'visitor Lo the provinciat park
can encounter.

At€onourn Provinciat Park ls aDDroximatetv 650 feet
hi;her'than the surroundinp area;nd is divided inro the
wEstern uolands and ea;t side. The etevarion and
tatrtude oi the park create ideal conditions for Boreal
species.

Research in the oark includes over 55 vears of Canada
Jav studv and 46 vears of tirtte research.
lnformatioir has been qathered on tens of thousands of
turtt€s and the ataonouin Witdtife Research Station
research was instrum-enrdt rn ending the hunt of Snapping
Turttes in 2017.

There are approximate(y 2,000 Black Bears in (he park.
Abiliry to sniell a carcais up lo 30 km away, rntettEence
and bernp exDens at break and enLer are rust some of
the interdstine lacts about this species of be;r. More and
more encounters with bears ard occurring and can be
Drobtemaric. more so for rhe bears. lf visitors to the oark
just used common sense when camping and watking the

A beautifll cafada Jay. Jean Hamplon

Algonquin Moose. Jean Hampson photo.

traiG. then an encor.lntdr wouLd be a 1970s to 15 in 2007. The cause of the dectine is food
spoitage due to climate change.



Birds and Mammals of Algonquin Park cont'd
-7- he spruce

a secretive
species that
prefer mature
ctosed canopy

matinq, the
femate finds a
nest site to
raise the younq

diet consists ofspruce and

weathier
qrouse feed on
Dtants. insects
5nd sn;its.

Ruffed Grouse
have a wider
distribution in
the Dark than SDruce Grouse- Thev are.ommon vear
rounA. Sprinq diet in(ludes leaves; fruit and ins6cts.
Winter diet is buds and catkiqs, especially Trembting
aspen catkrns.

Btack-backed Woodpecker tive in conrferous or mixed
forests and feed on beetle tarvae, Nests are new each
year and are buitt in dead conjfers at the edqe of bogs or
Ztearinos

The Broad-wilqed Hawk is $e most commo4 hawl rn
Alqonquin Park. lt rs a smali hawk often perched on
hydro lines. lts diet consisls o. frogs, toads and rodenLs.

The call of Common Loon is the sound of the north. A
breeding pair can be found on every lake in the park.
They arnve in mid-Aprit and are very aqqressive in
breedine season. Nests are burlt at the water's edge,
Non-terr"iLoriat birds and faited breeders form taiqe
rafts in the late summer.

For winter finches, lhe number ol birds is dependenl on
seed crops, This is a low yletd year for cones and seeds
in the park so there shoutd stitl be actNity at the

Red Crossbit(s and white.wnsed Crossbitls can be found
in a mature coniierous lore;t. They have two nesting
seasons, summer/fall and tate winter. There are ninE
different types of Red Crossbitts and each type has a
prelerence tor certatn seeds,

Pine Grosbeaks are the larsest of the winter frnches,
They can be found in Boieat fir, spruce and pine

Evenine Grosbeaks are found in everv foresl tvDe. Over
100 individuats can o..ur at the Visi[or centr;'fepders-
The species is Ljsted at #13 of birds at rjsk of extinction.

Redpotls arrive in years of poor birch and atder crop
years.

Pine Siskins are nomadic and roam widelv. They prefer
coniferous and mixed forest and are attraited to'faeders
at the visitor centre.

There you have it. There are a number of birds and
mammats that can be found in Alqonquin Provincial Park.
Vhiting the park can be enjoyed rn every season but if
vou wanL to observe vounq animals. a visir in May and
iune should be ptanneA. -

Boreat Chickadees are more skittish than Btack-capped
Chickadees and nest jn decayinq tree
insects. sDiders and birch seeds. The
owls arid ian aid in revealinq an owls

i stumps. Thei eat
y are aqqressive to

Common Ravens soar hiqh above rhe Hiqhway 60 corridor
and are tarqer lhan Red'taiied Hawks. Laree stick neits
tined with aur and vege(ation are tocated oi rocky clifls.
The spe(ies is very in[etliqent.

Male spruce Grouse. Jean Hampson photo.

A Day at Morgan's Point
,/-) n Sunday, June 17'5, Rrck Younq led PFN members on
L/an outing to Morqan's Potnt ConservaLion Area to
exptore the dunes and forest, Thoush access to the
bobrdwatk was limited due to faltei tree limbs. our
group. enloyed watking on (he trails and atong rhe Lake

The most interestinq observation of
the day was an Eaatern.Eved Click
Beetle that tried to hitch a ride in
Janet Ketlam's tunch baa. Other
siqhtinqs from the day include the
fotlowing.

P(ants: Eastern Cottonwood. Whrte
Poptar, Red Oak, Black Watnut,
Suiar MaDte, Nrnebark. Americai
Easswood, Btack Raspberry,
Muttiftora Rose. Silverweed. Prairie
Fleabane, Celandine, King Devil

Butterfties: American Copper, Littte
Wood Satyr, Azore sp.

by Bob Highcock
Dragonflies: Twetve-spotted Skimmer, American Emeratd

Birds: Mourninq Dove, (illdeer, Spol.ted Sandpiper, Rinq.
bitled Gull, Hernnq Gutl, Common Tern, Doubte-crested
Cormorant, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Northern Flicker,
Eastern Wood-Pewee, Great Ciested Ftvcatcher, Eastern
Kinqbird, Warblinq Vireo, Btue Jay, Puiple Martrn, Tree

- 

Swatlow, Barn Swattow, BLack-
capped Chickadee, White-breasted
Nuthatch, House Wren, Eastern
Btuebird, American Robin, Gray
Catbird, European Starline, Cedar
Waxlving, House Finch, Chippinq
Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Baltimore
OrioLe, Red-winqed Etackbird, Erown
-headed Cowbird, Common crackle,
Yettow Warbter, No(hern Cardinal,
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, House
Sparrow.

Eaneri-Eyed Circk Beede. Jean HamDson photo.



Jaycee Park (lce Cream Walk)
r Lne 28o was Lhe annual lce Cream Watk from Javcee

J to Rene Park. we looked for birds in the park aid in
Marrindale Pond be'ore headrnq across lhe pedesrrran
bridpe lo pon Dathousre- We nad preal tooks at a femate
Batrimore Oriole leedinq her ltedqlinq. We also observed
.rows ftune over Lhe oond thal we rdentifred as Fish
Crows oriee we heard their distrnctive nasal call. Watkinq
a.ross, we were aole to watch the Barn and ctiff
swattow\ rerurnine to their nesls beneaLh the bndse.
chimnev Swrfts c(rLLerinp above were trfe birds for-aL
teast ode or our club meftbersl we stopped at Oasis lor
oJr dele.tabte ice cream. then as we headed back we
we.e eiven free Lone Jdhns from Homestead Donuts!
Bonus!-our final bird for Lhe evenina was an Eastem
Krn€bi.d entertainine us as we made our v/av back
tow-ards our cars. li was an enjoyabte and delicious
evening.

time. We weie quite pteased Mth our
de.rsions as it turned out Lo be a lovetv
event. we purchased the fixrngs and ctu6

irembers made iandwiches,
rather than buv them ore:
made- The -two 

d<izen

by J ean Hampson

Windmill Point and Area Outing by Bob Highcock
, r wai a oeautiful sunnv momine for Rick Youns to lead We had a brief view of a fowle/s Toad before it
lan ouhne at Wrndmiit Poinr ;n Saturdav. lutv 7''. disaDoeared into a ctLrmD of qrass. Ralher Lhan disturb
Wrndmrtt P6inr is adiacent to Bertie Bav on Like Erie and the endansered road further ie discussed the markings
the Dublic access ai rhis soot atlowed PFN members to obseNed aird con.tuded that it was an Anaxyrus lowteri.
ohselrue ltora and fauna atono the shoretine. Additronat
iioos atone the Lake Ene sloretine inctuded Six Mjte We went on to six Mite Creek and saw Tat[ Meadow Rue,
aiiiek i; Ridei;av, tresceni aay at the end of Bullalo canada Anemone. spolled JeY,/etweed, ,,lavappte.
Roid and waierlyteach eark. Enchanter's NiShlshade. . Purpte - Flow-ering

Raspberry. Sensitive Fern. Field Horsetail. Swamp R_ose,

Il""J:y:***,.*'.,'*,*.u..!K*[1Hi.t1*ffii[:.;l-,.l*ji
At windmiLt Point we sa* Nin"bu*, EKEI E ilii""i'i-"V""alii'iii,, wiiiiiiiii
E{3,t","%%',i,i,Rla",lHilp*Iff ::l*-wMEffi illl?i"o^Ii["',ln'',"Ji"YiJ:;:
:ri:;,Iil.;,r%ffi ,#\fli rere*{X$ilI :r*iu:" uili,.lr';-",:*l:rsj
2i*,*1i"*"^[i**"'."i'i3[,s; KffiKffi&G $[1ti?i, .::13{:l't,".[E: v:if"ii
l,lL1}:""o,u"*n,H?::i:-"fi*!rffiEwwarbter,;ndNorthelncardlnaL,
Red-breasted t'tergansei, 

^ournin! 
fK.-5lBSEnXiINItIX(l we !hen w_ent do{n-the takeshore^to

iornoiJ"t, - nea-treiaia hdLT\ sr rol-ns@n at wlndnd Po,nr. r-d Atso, a Great Egrer t-o compare rhe
WoodDeckdr, Northern Flicker, Hampsn Dhoto' two birds.
Purpta Martin, Tree Swaltow, Barn
s-iiiow. biict .ijooea cAickadee. White-breasted Our next stop was Wavertv Beach Park in Fort Erie. There
Nuthat.li- House W;en. American Robin. House Finch. we saw Red'eved Vireo, Cedar Waxwing, American Crow,
American cotdfinch. Sonp SDarrow: Red.winsed Chlppinq Spairow, and Enchanteas Nrghtshade. At the
Btaakbiid, Brown-headed cowtird,'Yettow warbter, Bt;(k end of 

-ihis 
stop, we called rt a day and headed back

swaltowtirt, and Monarch. home.

U;il#;""i;i,,"i,J.;6G-.&;aryii].i..i"i.ti."i'li,wvEei;i;;ith"i.l

AnnuaI Picnic - July 13th by Jean Hampson
attendees contributed satads. desserts and
aDDetizers. We had iust finished our meaL
ahil were packinq up 

-to 
Leave when a White-

taited Deer ran throush our oicnic area. Ah.
nature!

Club membeB enjoyns the
ann0al picnic on a beautirul
Juty evenhg. Rick Young

ctub membeE watk along the paved path. Jean Hampson photo.

-l-hrs year we decided Lo
I differenL so we had o



Jones Beach Cleanup
tones 8each, on ihe sho e

J WFL Pr F:(r is wPlL lnown
lnterested in birdinq. I

ha'd ro redJ(e m/ impact by redu.ing my r se of plastrc,
niooedv d'Dosine of the olastrc I do have Lo use and' -tookine ior alle,native products. wF

E l,T,io'b ii["'fi "i$r'iL3L*'.i1fl
members invotved. lf vou know of an
area that is jn need-of a cLean up
ptease let us know!

by Jean Hampson

The PFN garbage colGction crew- Doug,
Barb, Carct, Bob, Jean, John,liladene,
Mary kneeting and Rick Young behind the
camera, Thanks to att of rru for your
hetD ln cteanhg up the svironmentl

Lake ontario in Port
those of us that are

m)setl have oblerved iome
interestinq and uncommon
mrerants here inctudina
whjmbrel, Red (no(
American Gotden Ptover and
TnrmDeter swans. So I was'
more than happy to do mylmore tnan nappy to do my
share to help ctean the
beach atonq with eieht of my
fellow clLrb members on July i
28-. We .ottected Lhree l

bass of maintv olastic waste
froim the tai/ri and beach
area of the park. lf the birds
coutd talk I'm sure Lhev
woutd thank us for doinq ou'r
smatl part to hetp rid their
environment of these
Dottutants. There is so much
inore to do and l'm tMnq

A Visit to Ruthven Park NHS

,^n September 22'd, eiqht club members spent a
L/ beautifut dav at Ruthven Park National Historic Site
atong the banki of the Grand River ln Cayuga. This
loraeous orooertv is 1500 a.res rn size and was owned bv
live- een eiatibns 6t the ThomDson famitv {not related til
rhe riewsoaoer maenale or elplorer) lrirm 1845 - 1091.
The famity contributed qreatly to the earLy devetopmeflt
of canada.

We viewed many jnteresting
phnts, trees, birds and fungi.

Some of the birds seen and heard
were Witd Turkev. Tennessee
warbter, Bav-breaiied Warbler,
Ameri.an Wieeon- Betted
(inefrsher as well ai both Red-
bre;sted and whiLe-breasted
NuLhatches. we did slop at the
bird bandine sLation on the
property but-it was a very slow
day with only a few birds caught.

by Rick Young

both Witd Cucumber and Bur
Cucumber. We a[so had fine
examptes of Dryad's Saddte,
CaLvatia cvanthiformis and Shaqqy
Mane fungi.

there are two cemeteries on the
property, which we also visited.
Thire is ihe ThomDson Famitv
Cemeterv and the lndiana
cemeteri/. in the former ViLLase
of lndiina. where manv lriih
catholi.s ;re hrrried Manv of

oryad'sSaddteflnqr Ri.k

Bladdemut tree fr!lt Ri.k

them came over after the War of
1812 and manv more came as a
resutr ot tn6 1840 s potato
famine in lretand to seek work on
Lhe canals. roads and in the
tLrmber indirstrv. This cemetery
was used from 1842 - 1860 whenit was abandoned. Lots of
interestins historv of this area
can be - learned bv vhitinq
lndiana: A Ghost Town of
E lillmandGuntv.

lnterestinp trees noted were Btaddemut. Hackberrv and
Bur oak.- The vasLutar olants we saw were White
snakerooL, Hedqe BindweEd, Jerusatem Artichoke and

Jerusalem anichoke. Rick

Mud Lake Conservation Area by Bob Highcock
the Derimeter of the conservation area
this i/ear.

,n the earty morninq before the PFN
I outing to Mud Lake, the rain felt
heavitv- lt continued to rain en roule to
the cilnservation area tocated beside
the Otd Weltand Canal in Port Cotborne.
L,pon arrivat, the rain stopped and Jean
and I Dtann€d atre.nate routes for a hike
on orie of the traits- Guests Mike and
Terri joined us and we watked a(ong the
west side of the take. No watk around

A beautifut view of Mud Lakethrough the trees
on a dreary day. Jean Hahpso. photo-

a rotal of 27 bird sDe.res were observed.
Notabtes rn.luded Yettow-bettied
Sapsucker, Red-beltied Woodpecker,
Downy woodpecker, NorLhern Fticker,
Eastern Phoebe, Rubv.crowned Kinqlet,
Golden-crowned t{jnqtet, Swainson's
Thrush, Gray Catbird, Cedar Waxwjng,
White-Lhroated Sparrow,
Nashvitte Warbler, Maenolia



Mud Lake Conservation Area cont'd
Warbler. Btackpoll Warbter and Yettow.rumped Warbte..
Jean spot(ed a Wood Ducl before it vanished into the

Wrth the watk shorcered this year, rhe {our of us then
bided Morear's Poilt ConseNation Area. The rain
overnight dropped pockets of birds in the wooded areas
and they ftitted quite quickly making it difficutt to get on

A toral of 22 specres were obseNed. Notabtes included
American Wiqeon. Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy

Woodpecher, Blue-headed Vireo, Red.eyed Vireo, Red.
breasted NuLhatch. Carotina Wren. Rubv-crown€d
Xinqtet, Gotden-crowned Kinqter, Brown Thrashi-'r, While-
rhroated Sparrow, Tennessee War bter, oranqe-crowned
Warbler, Nashvilte Warbter, Btackoott Warbter and Prne
Warbter.

Hopefu{ty, there witl be no rain for next yea/s Mud Lake
outing but if there js heavy precipitation, a short jump
over to Morgan's Point is in order.

Glenridge Quarry Naturalizati on by Jean Hampson

Lookinq forbrds from thc boardwatk beside
nrc Largc Clay so ow Prr Pond. .lean HampsonA par of female wood ducks awakened

from their taic mornrng sllhber. Jean

Site

throated' and
Chippinq Sparrow.

round were both
Rubv and Gotden-
crovi/ned XineLet,
Hermit Thrush,
Yettow.rumped

Eastern Phoebe.
Wood Ducks and a
Pied-bitted crebe

The weathei hetd

n October 20rh ctub members \Denl a lovelr mornin,
erp o|re lhe Glelfloqe QJarry \dtLratizaiio. Sile:

SffiD#Dffi i;i1".'5#j,r .,;'.i?
nature Dark his been
an interbsLinq place Losee evotve since
openinq to the pubtrc
in ?004. As we hiked
the traits on this fine
oclober day, w€ were
impressed by the
varieLies and nLmber
of birds we observed.
The witdftower

particularly productive for sparrows. We counted five
specres inctuding Swamp, American Tree, White-

:*l?:,3;'#tliolnnt rain startjns to rart just as we

ln Search of the Purple Sandpiper

The warmlydre$ed qroup looking out into Lake Ontano. Debbie

Caturday November 10 h was a cold and blustery day
Jwhen nine intrepid explorers set oul to Iind theintrepid explorers set out to find the

Sandpiper in the area of the Pon Welleretusjve Purpte Sandrjiper iri the area of the Port WetLer
East?ier. Atas, despite our hopes and dreams jt managed
to elude us once aqain. Hoviever, we did see seve-rat
other bird species such as a Red-tai(ed Hawk, Btack-

.hrckadees, Downv Woodpecker. No(hern
Cardinat, Betred Krnqfisher, Dark-eyed Juncos,
Golden-crowned Kingtets and a White-

we saw were Red-breasted
i{erpansers. Greater s.auo-
Bufl{ehead, Lone.taited
Ducks, Gadwall, C-ommon
Gotden.eve, Ruddv Ducl,
Wiqeon, American Btack
Duck, Mallards and Redhead.
We aLso saw severat Homed
Grebes, Cormorants, a White-
winged Scoter, a Red-
throated Loon, Bonaparte
Gulls, Great Btack.backed
cults, Herrinq cutLs and of
course Rinq-bit(ed GulG. But
the hiehtiehr of our dav was
getting a ctose look at a

capped Chiakadees

Long tajted D!.ks. Dehbie

qorgeous mate Hartequin Duck
at the end of the pier.
Afterwards, we went to
Happy Rotph's Anima( Farm on
Read Road where we saw
House Sparrows, a Northern
Fticker, a Red.Ereasted
Nuthatch, several Brown
Creepers and a Btue Jay. so
atthouqh we didn't find thePurple Sandpiper, the
Hartequin Duck was a great
substitute.

breasted Nuthatch. A-mong the duck species

Ihe ben bnd oi the day! Mate
Hartequin Du.k. Mrke KeEhaw

by Barb West



With Christmas Comes Bird Counts
l r d pd n 900 b, rhe Natro'a aldlbo qoi'p'). 

'h-iLl r'srmas B'rd.ao-nr 'rB(' \ No J ,h 
A pr ." \ lonqFs

SLre .e oro e. . VoLJnLeeri Londrilr nninp Cirrzen SLie Le oro eL . VolJnLeeri Londr.L a
o.ada/.p.\J\ ba app'l D-;p- o.. tr' d.a .J-r-.? 5

of atl birds seen and heard
within a 24km diameter .ircle,
which stays the same from year
ro vear The Ca.adran oortron rs
co.6rdrnalcd by Brrd stLrdres
Canada, wrlh naturatist
orqanizaiions or indivlduals
organizing the tocat counts. New

CBC 2016 Bob Hlqh.o.k, John Bta.k,
Lyi GL.!cr, ioah C.le (Mnnnqfrom
0N Narure) head out ro.ount bi.ns.

votunteers are atways wetcome
and brrders of any skill level can
partjcipate, lf you are interesLed
rn hetDine with anv of our [oca[
bird counts, please contact the
coordinator hsted for more

Dress warmty,qrab your

bird euides andqet out and
count birds!

aardinal at a s.osl reeder

Horned Lark in the snowon 5th ave,
st catharines. Jed Hampson photo.

PFN Christmas Bird Count

Niagara Falls CBC

Port Colborne CBC

Grimsby Peach Tree cBC

Waterfowl (Duck) Count

December 16ih, 2018

December 27th, 2018

December 29'h, 2018

January 5'h, 2019

January 6'h, 2019

Contacti Bob Hrqhcock/Jean Hampson

bob.iean@svmpatico.ca 905-688'1 260

Conlact: Marcie Ja.ktin

miacktin@brocku.ca 905'871-2577

Conract: Drew Campbelt

drew.campbetf@qm.com

Meet at McDonatd's, 589 Main St West, PC

Contact: Bruce Mackenzie

kinrait52 email.com 9O5-913- 4869

Contact: Bob Highcock

bob.iean@svmpatico.ca 905-688_1 260

201 9 Memberships are Due
t , /ith the end ol 2018 quickty ctosinq in on us, it's timeyV to remind everyone thal our membership year runs
from Januarv to De.ember and 2019 membershiDs witl
soon be due: we count on our Daid membershioa to be
able to continue to brine you eicettenl speakeis, walks
and outinqs as wetL as printed brochures and newstetters.
Our membership fees remain unchanged and are as
foltows:

515 per year Student or Low-jncome

525 per year Adult

S35 per year Famity (2+ members at the same address)

With your membeBhip, you aGo receive an electronic
co1y of The Peninsulo Naturalist newsletter three times
per year (there are a few pnnted copies avaitabie to
those who don t have a.cess to a comDuter or emaitr.
Ptease take a minule lo make sure we have your corre.l
email address.

New memberships or relewals may be paid for by cash or
cheqLre at the membershrp desk at one of oJr indoor
meerinqs or by downtoading the membership form from

our web page and maiting it in. Att the jnformation is on
our web page, www.Deninsulafi eldnats.com,

We took forward to having you
speakers, outings, hetpinq in
learning and friendship in 2019!

us for more great
community, fun,

ioin

At wrndmrlL Pornt on Lake Ene 3ob lean. Bar6.
lanet Rr.k.nd Lor6rne Dose ar.und a taree rall;n
tree ai on a wam Julv mbminq, Debbie wiqht



The Pe^i^<ula Ficld _,-he Penrnsuta Fietd Naturatisls Ctub is a non.profir
I orga rizatior started rn 1954 wlth the objecLives to

preserve witdtife and protect its habitat, to promote
pubtic interest jn and a knowtedge of the natural history
of the area, and to promote, encourage and cooperate
wjth organizations and indivjduats havjng similar
interests and objectives. We are affiliated with Ontario
Nature and Nature Canada.

Our meetings are hetd on the fourth l onday of each
month from September to April {except December) at
7:30pm. We meet jn Committee Room 4 at the Niagara
Region Headquafters, 1815 Sir lsaac Brock Way,
Thorotd, ON, Canada. We atso offer various oLrtings
around the Niagara area. Ptease check our website for

_1-he Peninsuta Naturatist newsleller is pubtished three
I times per year, in January, Apfl(, and October.

Submissions for the next newstetter should be received
by the end of the month prior to pubtication.

Ctub members are encouraged to send in articles,
photos, stories, observations and outing reviews to
PenFjetdNatsNews@qmail.com. Materiat accepted may
be edited and wit{ be used subject to space atlowances.

Views expressed are not necessariLy those of the
Peninsula FieLd Naturatrsts Club or the EdiLor

Thank you to alt the membeB who vo(unteer their time
to our cLub and atso to those who make submissions to
make our newstetter fabutous!

Naturalists club

PO 8ox 21031 RPO Cartton
Si Cathannes, ON L2R 7P6

www.penrnsulafieldnats.com

emait:inf o_.@peninsuLaf ieLdnats-com

2018 Executive

President - Bob Highcock

Vice President - vacant

Secretary - Wendy Bradley

Treasurer - Janet Damude

Membership Secretary - Rick Young

Directors - Carot Horvat - Barb West

- Roman Otszewski - Jean Hampson

- Martene Sanders - Doug cittard

Newsletter Editor - Lorraine Brown-Joyce

Webmaster - Adrian Lawter

Something For Bi rders
/2est Places to Bird in Ontario ls a new book
,.rbeinq released in May 2019 by Lwo
bro$ers, Mike and Xen Burretl, whd both
presently sit on the Ontario Bird Records
Committee and are excettent birders. ll is oartol a series beine Dublished bv GrevsLone
Books. The book fealures the to'p 30 6irding
destinaLions in Ontario. sivins a birdrne
overview, strateqy 6ite quide), -and detaited
directions atonqside cotoor maps and photos of
target species. The Niagara area is well
covered in the book.

Pre-orders are currentlv beins taken untiI
March 10. 2019, with lh6 cost Seing $20 (20%

off the cover price). The copjes witl be siqned
by both authors. Atthough shipping cannot beby both authors. Atthouqh shipping cannot be
olfered ar r'rs prce, (ayo Roy has qrac'oLsly
olrered ro dr(LnbLre Lhe books to anyone whoanyone who
places an order from the Niaqara aiea. Pre-
order js avaitabte at http://burreltbjrdine..a/orde 's dvditablp al r,'D://b r'rclLbidire.ra
bes t - ola c e s - ro- b rd - r n:o-n-iar-ra/-PGrG-. ]eL
them know in -i-e comments rhat vou are
localed in Niagara so they can dirdcL your
book{s) to Kayo.

Disctaimer: The Edrtor, Kavo Rov or the
Peninsuta FreLd Naturaliits C[ub do'not have
any affitiation with this pubtication but just
want to let area birders know of its existence.

The Last Word
, would like to thank evervone who has taken a few
I minutes ro send me an einail or speak to me at an
outrnq or meetinq and welcome me aj the new editor of
The Pentnsula Noturolist newstetter, I am excited to brinp
this newty redesiqned newsleiler to the membership. I
hope you all get as much enjoyment out of ir as I did
warchine it atl come toqerher with atl lhe great photos
that heli to tell the stories.

lwould like to ioin Bob in thankine Marv and John Potter
for atl the nelistetters lhey have- published along with

everything they have done for the PFN over the years. I
have very bie shoes to fitt roo. Manv thanks M;ry andJohnl ' -

lf any club members woutd like to Lead a hike, make a
presentation at a meetinq, write for the newsLetter or do
something etse to support our cllrb, p(ease get in touch
with Presrdent Bob or myself (for newsletter artictes).

Lorraine Brown-Joyce, Editor


