
The Peninsula
Naturalist

Volume 2,{2 Nervsletter ofthe Peninsula Field Naturalists Club Mav/.Iune 2016

PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS

Conservation. A troun. The acl ofconserving; prevenlion of iniury, decay, waste or loss; prcservation:.

we recently received some good news from the Province regarding conservation in west Niagara. The

Greenbelt latrds in Grimsby will remain the same, which prevents the severing ofthe Irish Grove
Woodlot. The tall oaks and white pines appear to be safe for now.

Move appmximately 50 kilometrcs east to another thr€atened habitat A Niagara tr'alls woodland th.t
contains 13 acres of provincially significant wetland. The parcels ofwetlaDd are within 486 acr€s of
property vhere a $l-billion pmject is proposed to be developed and involves Chinese ilvestors. The
proiect which includes residential homes, rcstaumnts and enteftainment optiotrs is backed by the
Regional and Municipal govemments as ell as Premier Wynne's endorsement of direct investmetrt in
Niagara but the significatrt wetlands are stalling the development.

What could aid in allowing the pmject to go ahead? Biodiversity offsettitrg' A term I was introduced to
appmximately one year ago.

Biodiversify olfsefting involves a trade-ofl. Wetlands can be destrcyed as loog as they are restored or
replaced elsewherc. Curretrtly, there is potential policy usiDg biodiversity oBetting with no tret loss in the
prcvince of Ontario. The Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority has recommetrded impmvitrg the
tmde-off. Instead of the one-to-one Etio, the I{PCA propose three acres be rcstor€d for each one
developed. In addition to recommending that offsetting should not apply to old-growth marshes and
slough forests, the McAwould like a pilot project to take place on the Niagara Falls pmperty before
introducing the policy province-wide.

The suggestion by a member ofRegional Council to attempt biodiveBity olfsetting prior to the
develop ent project was not well-received. The developers do not wart to put sigtrificant dollars in if
they don't know it will work what concerns me is that they are pedecuy fine with going ahead with the
pilot pmjection once construction has started.

The MCA'S involvement is also concerning. Thet have done some laudable work itr the past, but to use

biodiversity offsetting as a pilot project or case study rcsearch with less than 10 percent ofwetlatrds
remaining in Niagara is not the chosen path. Ecotromic needs should trot be included itr a coNewation
authority's missioD statement. They should be more concerned with the act ofconserving; prevention of
imjury, decay, waste orloss; and preservation whetr inportant or provincially significant natural areas

fall within the Niagara Peninsula watershed and their authoriry.
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HarmoBy Resident Group's Dnd/Parks Canada Lakeshore Lands Future Proposal
Prcsented bY Fintr Madsen

On Monda,v, March 28, PFN member Ryder Payne and Finn Madsen ofthe Harmony Resident Group
(HRG) tr€ated the PFN Club to the Resident Group's Niagara-on-the-Lake lands proposal'

In brief, the gRG have proposed that the Lands should be tumed into a natural heritage park' rvhich

woulal ensnre: Eabitat Protection; Conservation o{wildlife species; Public acc€ss to Lake Ontario

beaches; Public trse ofthe wetland, cr€eks, grasslands and Carclinian {orest areas for r€creatio[ atrd

educatiotr coosistetrt vith mairtaining the ecological integrity ofthe land; Recognition atrd preservation

of heritage featur€s; Changing the former waste-water tailing ponds (Ww'r?) to natural wetlands'

The site is filled with important natural anal historic featurcs, such as: The Battle ofFort George National

Ilistoric Sitei The John Secorrl Homestead and WW 1 & 2 Military Training Gmundsi 2 kilometers of
Lake ontario's southern shoreline; A signilicanl fragment of carclinian forest; 3 creeks and extensive

sloughs and wetlatrds; 200-plus year-old oaks and maples; over 200 different species ofbirds; more than a

dozen enrlangered speci€si stopovers for migmting shorebirds, songbirds and mptors; colony ofBank
Swallows; flock ofwild Ttrkeyq a assortment ofCarolinian forest flom atrd fau[a, et€.

The lakeshore land-site is a 300-acrc "island" o{wildlife habitat surmunded by urbatr and agricultural
development, except on its nofth boundary which is Lake Ontario. Its division itrto several distinct
habitats makes it unique atrd worth prcserviDg for future geneBtions to enjoy. The l.ke itselfis backed

by a nanow beach atrd gravel bluffs. Itr summer and fall it is possible to walk the 2 kms ofbeach crossing

over 2 substantial crcekswhose mouths are occasioDally blocked by gravel-bars. camlinian forest runs

along the east, Dorth and west sides ofthe arca. The forest undergrosth is rarcly dense so one may easily

walk through or follow the old military roads and well-worn paths thYough atrd around it. On the east

side is the;iltary firing l:atrge presently experiencing a thorough clean-up to make it safe forthe public

to access. The 3 creeks with their sloughs and wetlands make up atrotherarea. Two other distinct areas

are Niagara Shorcs Park, open to the public and olfering dir€ct access to the lake and a trail around 3-

Mile slough and wetland. The linal distinct area is the soon-to-be-decommissioned tailings ponds WWTB
\vhich HIIG hopes to convert itrto a natural \Yetland. This will be available to the public by 2018'

Harmony Resident Group has strong support from Parks Canada, the town ofNiagara_on-the-Lake, the

Niagara Region, and the Niagara Peninsula Conservatiotr Authority for its prcposal. Public Informatiotr
Meetitrgs are now in progrcss for the futurc use of the DltD/Parks Catrada Lakeshore Lands and the
decommissioniDg ofthe WWTPotrds. The clean-up oflhe military training part ofthe site should be

completed by 2018. So, within the next 2 yeaN, HRG should know the fate of the lands and whether their
10 years of effort has been worthwhile. As a side-comment, Finn noted that Parks Caoada seemed pleased

that the IIRG had taken the inituitiYe because Parks Canada was not certain what to do with the

property. Also a prcvious group's suggestion had been to have a bandshell for outdoor concerts, rdhich

would have caused noise for the residents,

SPE \KERS FOR THE REMAINING PFN MEETINGS IN 2016

\dam Shoalts Alone Against the lio(h: Expedition into Unkno}n Landscape

Jusrin Peter A Nntumlist's Rambles in India
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BIRDI\G COLOMBIA BY MARCIE AND JOHN

when \lanir .li.LJin rnd John Black go birding, they always seem to find lotrlions with scenic vistas,
interesting cui!in.. r,:nsenial birdi g friends, and knowledgeable gnides/drivers. Also, somehow there is

also often an i..u. in\,,h ing airplanes and/or weather. Thus their rccent birding salhri to Colombia was

a normil e\.u r\r,rn. Their traveling team included Brad Clements and Ivor and Ll_nne. Various local
drivers,guid.r { ert lohnnierArrnngo, P,rblo Florcz, Cabriel (Gabo) Utria, Trcvor fller}; and othcrs

unnamcd.

Similarto their Peru birding trip, this one to Colombia involved flying from Torooto to the capital
Bogota, fll.ing lo.a[y to Pereira, then driving to various locations at heights from 1900 to 3700 metres

elevation. SorEe ofthe locations were: El CedEl Park; Navados Natioml Park Rio Blanca Resere (2200

to 3700 n0etr€s); Thtama Nature Resefle; Montezuma Rain Forest & Eco-Lodge. This lafter Eco-Lodge
was run by Michelle Tatiana Thpasco atrd husband David Geale (born in Cobourg, Ont.). Another stay

near the Thtama Reserve was at the house ofthe Echeverry family near Santario. Generall8 the birding
trips app€ared to have been day-trips or over-nighters. Minor issues included aircBft problems (Ilat

tire), travellitrg thmugh raitr and hail, and passpofts at air-terminals. Near the end, two ofthe group did
some shopping.

The birds seen or heard (in order ofseeitrg): Southern Lapwing; Roadside Hawh Common
Brush-finchi white-traped Brush-finch; Wattled Guar; white-capped Tanager; Red-ruffed trruitcrow;
Yellow-betlied Se€deater; Blue and White Swallow; Torrent Diclq white-@pped Dipper; Multicolored
Tanager; Cr€st€d Ant Tanageq Rufous-collared Sparrow; Great Thrushi RufousAntpitta; Paramo
Tapaculos; Tyriad Metaltail (a hummitrgbird); White-throated TyraDnulet; Andean Tbal; Ruddy Duck;
Stout-billed Cinclodes; Plaitr-coloured Seedeaters; Many-striped Canasteros; Brcwn-bellied Swallow;
Sedge Wren; Helmelcrcst; Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant; Citrclodesi Ti4wny Antpitta; Buff-bearded
Helmetcrest; Andean Condor; White-chinned Thistletail; Shining Sutrbeam; Black Flowerpiercer;
Paramo Thpaculo; Black-backed Bush-Tanagers; Chestnut-crowned Antpitta; Brown-banded Antpitta;
Powerful Woodpecker; Greetr-and-black Fruiteateri Gray-browed Brush-Finch; Bicolour€d Atrtpitta;
Emerald Toucanet; Andean Guatr; Goldetr-faced Tyrannulet; Slate-coloured Atrtpitta; Oscillated
Tapaculo; Bmnzy Inca; Wedge.billed Ilummingbird; White-throated Screech Owli Rufous-banded Owl;
Lined Quail Dove; Narino Tapaculo; Atrdean Solitaire; Peppershrike; Olive-sided Flycatcher; Red-
bellied Grackle; Smooth-billed Anii BlackVulture; Broad-wing€d I{awk; RockPigeoni Tmpical
Kingbird; American Kestrel; Bmnze-winged Parroti Rufous-tailed Hummingbird; Emprcss Brilliant;
Banaraquit; Whitchead€d Jacobin; Flame-rumped Tanage6; Purple-bibbed Whitetip (hummingbird);
Munchique Wren; Chestnut Flowerpierceri Scaly-naped Parrot; Rufous-collared Sparrow; Choco
Thpaculo; Gold-ring€d Tatrager; Collared Seedeater; Flame-rumped Tanager; Squirrel Cuckoo; Palm
Thnager; Blue-and-grey Thrager; Tropical Kingbird; Blackburniatr Warbler; Bay-br€asted Warbler;
Crested Oropetrdola; Purplish-mantled Tanager; Purple-throated Fruitcrow; Striped Manikin; Rufous-
brcasted Artthrush; Chestrut-bellied Oroperdula; Bay Wrer; White-headed Wretr; Parker's Atrtbird;
Batrd-tailed Guan; Orange-chinned Parakeet; Tropical Kingbirdi Swallow Tanager; Collared Aracari;
Keel-billed Toucan; White-bearded Manikitr; Bay-headed Thnager; Crimson-backed Tanager; Black-
headed Tanageri Rufous-brcasted Wrc ; Rufous-and-white Wretr; Tennessee Warbler, Blackburnian
Warbler; Prothonotory Warbler; R€dstarq Baltimore Oriole; SummerTanager; House Wren; Black-
backed Atrtshrike; Pale.eyed Pygmy TryEnt; Osprey; Green Kitrglisher; Lance-tailed Manikin;
Roadside I{awk; Plain-bellied Thrush; Rufous-fronted Jacamar; Trinidad Euphonia; White-bellied
Altwren; Yellow-bellied Elaenia; Blue-headed Parrot; Rufous-vented Chachalacas; Pearl Kitq Wood
Stork; Double-striped Thick-krees; Russet-throated Pufllrird; Browr-throated Parakeets; Pileated
Finch; Vermilion Flycatcher; Orinocan Saltator; Ver illion Carditral; Tocuyo Sparrcwi Glaucous
Tanageri Pale-legged Ilornero; Pileated Fioch; Yellow Camcarai Snowy Egret; Cattle tyrant; Northem
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Waterthrushr \e1lo\. Oriolei \rermilion Cardinal; Ring-billed Gull; Herring Gulli Scarlet Ibis; Orange-
headed Orioler \ ell,r\r -rumped Cacique; Golden-winged Sparrow; Santa Marta Tapaculo;
Blossomcrcra (Llmmingbird)i Emerald Toucanet; Keel-billed Toucatr; white-winged Flowerpiercer;
white-tailed Nigltjar; Sicklewinged Guan; Mottled Owli Santa Marta Atrtpitta; RufousAntpitta;
Strong-biled Woodcreeper; Plushcap; Southern Bard-tailed Pigeon; Great Thrush; Buff-brcasted
Tanager; Yellot-billed Chat-tyfant; Mountaitr Elaenia; Grey-breasted Wood Wre[; White-tipped

Quetzal; Gre-v-thmated Iraftosseri Black-hooded Thrush; Sierm Nevada Brush-Finchi Band-tailed
Guani Scaled Artpitta; Goldetr Fruiteater; Cri sotr-headed woodpeckeri Black-capped thnager; Blue-
capped ThDager; Mrsked Trogon; Sepia-capped Flycatcheri Venezuelan Flycatcher; Bat Falcon;
Chestnut-riDged Chachala@s; Snail Kite; Blue-winged Teal; Yellow Hooded Blackbird; white-faced
Duclq Fukous Tr€e DucB Yellow-headed Vulture; Spot-flanked Gallinule; Bogota Raili Silvery-throated
spitretail; Apolinar's wren; Yellow Grasslinches; American Kestrel; Black-and-white warbler;
Blackbtrrniad warbler; Smoky Bush-lyrant; Buff-breasted Tanageri Blue-capped Tanager; Black-
crested Waltrtel; Capped Conebill; Rufous-browed Conebills; Moustached Brush-Finch; Plushcap;
Chestnut-crowrcd Atrtpittai Blackish Tapaculo;

Other aDiBals: Spectacled Bear; DwarfSquirrel; Red Squirrel; Crab-eatitrg Fox; Red Ilowler Monkey;

Your Editor has not attempted to list all ofthe travels of the gmup - but thatrks the leaders for
supplying their itinerary along \vith the highlights, h (ase any PIN birder might be inclined to copy this
group's lAday trip, be advised that the curretrt team generally were awake at 0400-0500 am local time,
and frequently would be crashing in for the night arcund 1800 to 2200 orso - depending on whether they
were trying to call in a bird r ith recordings. If you doubt this' their itinerary proves the case - these
birders are DETERMINED! And any mis-spelling or duplication of trames is the error of the scribe, not
the birders!

2016 SPRING OUTINGS

Maple Syrup Walk (by Bob Highcock)

On Saturday, March 12,20 pafticipants met at the south etrtmnce to Short Hills Pmvincial Park forthe
PFN Maple Syrup Walk.It was a beautiful March day for the annual outing. The sun was shitring and the
temperature was above freezitrg as the group walked alotrg the Paleozoic Path to Swayze Falls. Spritrg
had arrived early in the Town ofPelham, There was little strow and water was flowing over the falls' No
frozetr waterfall pictures this year, We observed 12 bird species which included Eastem Bluebird, Downy
Woodpecker, Song Sparrow and Red-tailed Hawk

Though the creek rdas flowing, the maple syrup did trot this year. Utrforturately, due to circumstances
beyond our contrcl, the annual pancake lunch fouowing the hike could not be held in the usual location.
An altemate location was planned but due to an increase itr busitress, the chance ofall ofthe group
enteri[g the pancake house at the same time $as slim, Despite the lack ofpancakes and maple syrup this
year, the group still enjoyed the Maple Syrup Walk. (Nole lhe Parlicipdnts pholo ott Page 8)

Lichens, Mosses and Other Plants of the Heartland Forest (by Ro a olw 'ski)

On the moming ofApril9, Roman Olszewski led an outing in the Ileartlatrd Forest. The purpose ofthe
outing was to identiry [ichens, mosses, atrd other plants in the Niagam Falls woodlatrd. A hardy group of
15 joined Roman for the walk and withil a minute or two, the lilst species ofmoss was observed.
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How does one r(11 rhi\ rre on I lichen walk? An hour has gone by and the group has onl) walked 100

metrrs. \bu $ ill .rl!r heir a participalt erclaim, "This is so awesome:" Yes, I did have my glasses hand]-

but whrn lookins rl tl Pin Lichen on a Bracket Fungus through a hand lens, I had to agree.11,,ar

r,r?.(or,.,.r -Rc Ihe Pin Lichen - pale brown sporcs would make the Pin Lichel that we found thc speci€s

Pha€ocalicium poh porieum. ryhile mund spolts !iould makc it a chaenothcca species. Ilolh species grow

on pollporei lbrBcktt fungi). Common name is Polypore Stubble.

'fhe outing hrted for appro\imately 2 hours aIld though the tempcralure remained below frcezing, thc

group enjo\ ed the $ elk and acquired an appreciatiol for lichens and mosses. Th:rnks to Roman for

leadingthe interesting r*alk (Belotr, Roma shows u specime lo a mulli-agetl gtoul')

A lisl of moss :rnd lichen species obsen'ed in Heartland Forest:

]'losses:
Thuidium deliclrulum " fern moss'
Climlrcium americanum "tree moss"
BrAch\(hediunl \p.

Fissidetrs taxifolius
Bryum capillare .

Atrichum (oei'stediaDum?)
Platygyriu repens
Leptodictyum riparium
Plagiomnium cuspidatum

Lichetrs:
Physcia adscendens
Physcia aipolia or stellaris
Arthonia caesia
Candelana concolor
Lepraria finkii

"pocket moss"

"oil slick moss"

"woodsy mnium"

"hooded rosette lichen"

"hoary rosette lichen"
"{msted comma lichen"
"lime lichen"
"fluffy dust lichen"

Pin lichen on bracket fungus *Note comments above - Phaeocalicium or Chaenoth€ca sp.

Louth Conseryation Area Wildflower Wallq April 16 (by Brian cdlverl)

My information frcm Brian was that the wealher was inclemetrt on this day, and ody a few people came

out for the walk Some photos were taken by Marie Marrone and ar€ graciously pmYided here.

St John's C.A. Wildflower Walh May I (b! Brta coh'ert)

Brian informed me that, ofthe few who showed up for this outing, most wer€ embers ofthe Geology

Club.
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Brian leads a group at Louth, where the Trout-lilies were in bloom - by Maie Mato e

Fonthill Sandhill Vallev Walk, May 7 (By B.trbaru West and Marle e Sa dery)

On Saturday, May 7, a gmup ofus went birding in the Sandhill valley in Fonthill. The terrain was rather
challengitrg, but there were matry trails and lots to see. As faras birds went' we saw: So[g Sparrows,
Cardinal, Blue Jay, Chickadee, Mournitrg Dove, Robin, Goldlinch, Redwinged Blackbird, Blue-winged
warbler (a grcat sighting), Catbird, Tufted Titmouse, Red-breasted Nuthatch atrd White-breasted
Nuthatch, Black-throated Blue Warbler, Downy Woodpecker, and Red-bellied Woodpecker and a female
Cowbird. There were also many spring llowefs: yellow and blue violets ofdifferetrt rypes, Christmas fem,
and a few we could not idenfiry yet as they were not completely out, spring beauty, red and white
trilliums, mayapple, jack-in-the.pulpit, blue cohosh, trout lily, toothwort, skunk cabbage, solomon's seal,

bloodroot, and long-spurred violet, just to name a few. We also saw lots of tadpoles and either a frog or a
toad.I{e was loo far underthe water to get a good Iook Some ofthe gmup stayed I little longer and went
dowtr anothertrail where they saw crows harassing something, possibly a Great-horned Owl. They also

saw a chipmunh a I{ouse Wre , and a raccootr sleeping in a tre€. All in all, it was an inter€stitrg outing
and we may do it agaitr trext year.

The Fonthill Sandhill Valley is south ofthe Niagara Escarpment, add is a non-escarpme[t feature that
extends through the Fonthill Kame atrd into the Short Ilills. The featurc is made of a series ofridges and
valleys that are up to 30m deep. The Fonthil Valley is covered by CaroliniaD for€st rich in plant
biodiversity. In the lower rcgions ofthe valley are swamps and meadow marshlands. Mixed wood forcsts
occupy the higher regions.

Malcolmson Eco-Park Birding, May 17 ( by Bafiatu lyest)

On T[esday, May 17, the early moming was very cool and damp. When I arrived at the Park, I found the
entrance blocked offby construction equipmetrt which caused much confusion as to where to park We
ended up being itr divided into fwo groups. One entered from the backofthe Park and the other from the
front. However we did meet up in the middle ard all was well. At first we saw only the mone common
birds: Bluejay, Cardinal, Goldfinch, Red-winged Blackbird, Catbird, Chickadee' Mourning Dove, atrd
Downy woodpecker. Then we started to see others: Carolina Wretr, Ilouse wr.en, warbling vireo, female
Roso.breasted GrDsbeah White.brcasted Nithatch, Song Sparow, Flicker, Ruby-crolvtred Kitrglet, and
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Great-crested trlycaich€r- At one point, we came upotr a spot wherc warblers were plentifril. We saw

Yellow Warbler, Norttero Parula, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Baybrcasted Warbler, Blackburtrian Warbler,
Yellow Rumped Warbtei Black-throated Greetr Warbler and Tennessee Warbler. All itr all, it turned out
to be a successful ooting.

An addition to the Malcolmson Eco-Park story, by Bob Ilighcock:
On Thursday, May 12, Bob And Jean were birding in the early evening r hen they discovered a t p-wire
on a wom path, rest ofthe pond. The wire was on thewinding path that runs between the tlail nearthe
pond and ihe trail on the west side of the park The wire was at shin levelt so be careful when walking off
the groomed traits Bob removed the wire, but there may be more else\ here'
As for the birding, tiey observed their first-of-year (FOY) Great Crested Flycatcher and a Gneen Herron

earlier. A Yellofl Warbler was heard, and FOY Blackburnian' Bay-Breasted, and Chestnut-sided
warbleN seen, al,ong with Palm, Black-throated Green, Black-throated Blue and Yellow-rumped
rvarblers.

The PFN AI.INUAL SUIVIIWER PICNIC will take place on SATURDAY
JUNE 25, 10;00 AM to 3:00 PM (Rain or Shine).

R.S.V.P. to Bob Highcock 905688-1260 or bob.iean@svmpatico.ca

LOCATION: MERRIfi ISLAND PARK PAVILION, WELLAND

DIRECTIONS: Take Highway 406 to Welland, and ex:t onto East Main Street at the
Roundabout. Proceed on East Main Street and just past the Welland County
Courthouse, turn right onto Cross Street. Keep driving on this road past the ship's
mast on the right. Several hundred metres past the mast, you will come to a parking
area. Leave your car there and walk along the paved trail for about 80 metres to the
pavilion on your right,

Washrooms are available in the building adjacent to the parking area. lf for some
reason the parking area is full, you will have to drive back and park in the parking lot
behind city Hall/Library. There are no parking fees on Saturday.

A variety of sandwiches including vegetarian will be provided. Bottled water and coffee
will be on hand. Members attending the picnic are invited to bring a cold salad and
additional drinks for the picnic.

A hike on the trail along the Welland River will take place prior to lunchi Bob Highcock
to lead the walk.

lf you are coming from south of Welland and need directions, please call Roman
Olszewski at 994234:99:! (before the day of the picnic).
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John has read yarious nira-watciing?il;;;# tilil ;l?",J",n".numerous presentations as a guest speate". rrom zooiio z6ii, J""rr".*_",
- on the pFN Board as a Director-Io the photo, Joha is showtr with Corncilto.;; K;;;ner (a Brock friend),Mayor_Walter Serdzik and Councilo. M"fth";iir;. 'r;#:;fi il *,Jean had a great dinner at the parkwry C"rr".ifr"?1.1"". ".

The Peninsula Naturalist Newsletter, published,. February, April?; October/November
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The Petritrsula Eield \rturrli"t. Ctrh 
......................................--

A-non-profir organizarion 5ianed in to54 wirh $e obje(ires ro presene witdtite andDrrrPct 1s h.Li?i r. t..nr ,epJbti. . fl-.rijd,., ""...r-"
,, tr.n),eDJbir. . er-.r i,, dr1.q Jo"..,,,,"".,,"-,;1,.i.r,',J].;"., -J, |,," ,..1..1, :.edr ..,.U|eJ,e ,,,.;i,,;",,.,,.""i 

, .,

{,1J1,1;]ill ni' 'iIe( '" r bie'rrie \r;''eJ{:,;""1, 1"i.,".*'a
P.O. Bor 230.Jl, RIIO Carlton, St, Catharines. ON. L2R7p6
Website : peninsulafi eldnats.com
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