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PRESIDtrNT'S MUSINCS

"To everlthing (turn. turn, tum)
'l hcrc is a scason (turn, tum, tum)
And a tinc lbl every purpose under lleavefl "

(Sometimes it's dilllcull to comprehend which

scason it is, and u'hat purpose belongs to it')

Man,v tblk-songs irlvolvc that 'turtL lurn' lult1'

notion olcircles- and evcnts circling and comiig
around. We all knou' thij saying 'what gocs

around, comes around'. So I'm saying that I will
vacate the positiotl of PLN Presidcnl this tall

because I ieel that it is time; the scason has

comc around. fhanks tbr putting up $'ith me tbr

the pasl cight yeaNl

Thc Penilrsulu lricld Naturalists Club nceds a

elran!.c. u nc* lil(e cl thc lrunl . I dun l hrou
uholher lrcc $i'r be. ldo krlo$ Ihe Pt N is \cD

sirniiar to many othel Ontario Nalure Cllubs - as

one of our membcrs put it - "an aging group of
hirrl-rvatchcrs". fire PFN rvill tum 60 in 2 ycarsl

Nolling wrong with biding - but to be rclevant

in thc iLrture. ihe Club necds to rencw iiself lt
orust considcr *hat outdoor recreation will
llllrrcr \rrunlcr lre-nbers. 'iLe )ount lhlk( \ llo

rr 
", 

u ,o .,a,ur,lt io u.ll into lhe \ onJ- ill5'crJ ol

lvatchiDg documenlarics ebollt it or vouDg

nrrclll: urrlt chilJrcrr rrho ecn hc irtlrJrtcJ hr

\rrur. 
"no 

tunr.d ort r.r lll. oulLloors inslc J "l'
it.," 'X-fu*'. Ycs, I knon parenting and

.rorkinc t\\,o iobs tlocsn't leave much time - but

,,,.,"ffr'- f"fks nlake time lbr the kind ol
,""."utinn 'Lh"y choose 1() enjo-'- 'A timc lbr

",,,"rv 
pu.prt"-' that \\'il1 dircct the p orities

tl'Iat pcople choose lbr themselvcs'

'fherc are gurd thirgs happening in our Club'

We have reccntly added ncq'mcmbers - make

Lhcir \lcicomel Wc havc new youl1gel me]nbers,

who want to bring others of thcir age into the

Club - goocl lbr theml \\'e have Directors \\'ho

s.,nr tu inrludc the pr,b,,t in otlr outing-

hring'em inl Our website is becoming morc

attraitive. morc appcaling visualll as rvell as in

content. We have a Faccbook page - check ii
oui iust google 'I'eninsula Field Naturalists

Facebook'l I[ social media u'i11 hclp our

rencrval, rvell then. bring it on! Whal this old

coot is sLrrc of is Dllan's \lords -- "(let oul of
thc way il vou can't lcnd a hand' 'cause the

tiircs thcy are a-changingl"
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NATI]RAL AREA STEWARDSIIIP
AT TIIE RBG

human activilies in the propcfty. Tys noled that

therc are 27 otficial trails in thc llBG and 40
'spontancous'tlails (madc by hikers going off
the oticial trails). To curb the spontancoN

trails. thc staff arc obliged 1o set up exch6ion
areas, physicall,v preventing entrance Sonle

visitoN bring jn birdsced, \\,hich altracts

un\r'anted'trash birds' and also cirn spread

uDJ('irrbl< f,dnl 5pcci(:. Anuthir is..rt. .rir

pollution. aflicls thc lbrestcd areas' sincc too

much air-bomc arnlnoniun can res lt ir forest

loss- As wcll. loss of lallen leaves as a rcsult of
earthwoml activity promotes forest declinc.

wllich the staff colnicr by planting tbrest

undcrstory plants to llelp lctain leaves.

Tls menlioned thal ai Princess Point. there llad

hccrr etidcrrce ol li"l \3llon. fe,,Dle ''r,ruinP

cnrn o.' sL,rnr 1r'ai'ie-land. lh< crrretrt st:rii
havc plantcd in grasses such as lndian!:rass. llig
Blucsiem. Little Blucslem and have already

tied one marl made 'burn' a conrmo[ u'a1 of
promoting prairie grasses alld irrhs in
;estoration arcas. In ans$ct to a queslion about

Pluagmitcs, Tys said that tlis spccies does well

in sliglrtll saline soil rvhich probablv accounts

tbr itls succcss or1 roadsidcs (rvhich are salted

dr.u ing rvinter snow clcamnce)

r\5 nruch ol lhc land i' n'l'v rrillt -avine''

stlcams and $aterlhlls. thc bottom-land includcs

substanlial arcas of marsh and ponds The

Cootes Paradise marsh, which is attachcd lo

Lakc Ontario had serious proble s with sewage

in the past. 'l,vs statcd that tbul giant sewer tarks

har'e teen constructed, $hlch citn hold the

se\\'age ove'io\l' during hcavl rains and thus

ore..ir' tl'e cc$1Pc '.-rchin! t'oolc\ Paradi'('

Alro. r b-rricr hetr'.cn rhc larc arld thc mrrsh

controis fish lraveliig iato thc marsh' which

enables tl'le slaff Lo cxclude cal! but allorv other

llsh ir to spawn. Among d1c acccpted iish' pike'

Amcrican ec1 and Gar Do\l sp'rw1 thcre- With

lhosflroru:' rlln-!,fl'rl:'t' oll lh( d(clinc nrJll\

ilut.i-lnti ,g specics are returning; cat-tails'

watcr lilies. lnuskrats, mink, Canada geesc'

l.east Biiterns, Illandings tuftlc ard possibl'v
j"fi".son salamander ate prcsetrt' to name a tc\\"

lror morc inLrmation, see: \!\\a!:ibg ca and

click on "Visit: Gardens and Trails"'

'F]. Ilrc).merer. the llu,rJ o,'\'rrural I !r'J.
I lr rlre Roval B(,lrlliL.J (JarLiras. knt'\\.

his stuff'. As ihe ecologist in chargc ol thc
rrral arer5 d' rlte RJIG lris u"rk iquire.

Lroulcdl< ol .r rrricrr ot di.uiplrrrcs langing

lionr watcl qualit) to arboricuhuc at1d

evcr-u-'thing in betlveen. On Fcbruary 27. wc

l\'ere fodunate to hcar a1ld scc (in his photos) a

sampling ofhow hc and a rclatively small gronp

oI assislants arc maintaining and restoing the

300 hcctares of coaslal maBhes in the RBG's

2700 acres ofproPertY.

Oripinallv the RBC rvas established in I931 as c

pirr.i under the Hamilton Parks Board. Llowcver

ihc Ro_val Bolanical GardeN Act l]1' l94i
separated the property fiom the Flamilton Parks

slitem, u'ith thc intent of it becoming a '1i!ing

museum'. Irinallcirlg of the property by the

Provincc of Onlario anounts to 30%, 
"vjth 

the

other 7070 cofiing lionl other soulccs.

Biologicalll', the RBG propell,v is dcsignatcd as:

a [bi1d Biospbcre Rcsei-ve: an Intem'rtio11al

lliological Area; an ANSI (Area of Nal ral &
scientiiic Interest): a Fish Sanctuary; a PSW

(Plovincially Significant Wetland); arr ESA

I I nr ironnentalll Sensili\c Arear' al)Ll r
N.rli.,n.l Hcrili{c \llc. lll 'hu,1. it 

:s

orol,,rii:rll) IVPaRIA\ ll lhc iist ut spee c:'

found in the propert) includcs spccies ofl 750+

nlduls: .25r, bi-(lr; rI8 lj5h: o arnnhibiurr:: I I

i'.nrile': lv mrrrrmJri; 5U' \f(cicL Ar Ri'k

rjARjr :lnd iln unLuuntcJ trunthit' nl' ittse.t

.p.ci,.. Orllrund. ls rncntioncd rhal Bobjsl5

ate a Lesidettt.

Somc of the rrosl common bird species present

arc: Red-tinged BLackbird: Ycllo\iv w'rrhler:

Il,u.ir'; Luropcen HoJ'c \pJnu$: n mcrirJn

r;,'lrLrli,ch: Rl:rcn.:pp.d th'tkrJec: Tloursc

\Uren- The tbrested area includes Red Maplc'

I{ed Oak. Shagbark Hickory, white Ash' Black

('rrrm. ! rd po'sibll rlrc lrrgcst llitttrnut

Hickorr a'rd \\ hile U:rk Irecs irr llrc Pro\ il 
'e'

Mai,ltajning the

varicly of tasks,

health oll the area involves a

some oI *hich result fiom
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TTtrSTORING TITE ANIERICAN
CHIiSTNT]'I

-Iah€ King ul lhc Cirrolioiln forc.i th'1
I ".,. ..rllcd. lnd lh( ( :r'r.drr.1 Ch('rnrrl

Council (CCC) is dcdicatcd to lcstoiing lhc

Anerican Chesfiut (Castanea dcntata) in its

lbmrer rangc ir1 Ontario.

l)ragan Galic, our spcaker on Monday, March

26, is an enthusiastic participanl in the Courcil's
p111. or' hr<edilrg hliChl-re\i'lillll lrcct l"
,'cl,ievc thcir "o:rl. With hi. bc.kgruurrd .l
erpertise in plant brecdillg and malragcnient and

soon to achieve his Ph.D , Dragan complenellls

the olher expcrts at the CCC in their quest'

Sincc 1987.,^merican Chcstllut has been

pr.,reeted b1 the Fnda[gered Species

clfofls hnl e been modc to increase tne

Begi rillg his Pttscntation, Dragan commentcd

that a ccntur-v ago, -Ameaican Chestn[t trees

rcachcd aboui 35 melrcs (i20 ft) high' witlr a

circunrfercnce ofaho[t 3 mclrcs (9 ft) No$' ol
those trees that rcmain, 65yo arc 10 mctres or

shorter Belbre thc Chcstiut l)Iight liurgus

an-ived. lhc American Chestnut grc$ in Onlario

in o 
",ia" 

tuna paralieling thc rorth shorc 01'

i,atc trrie. elowilg espeoially nell in gravclly

end sandv wcll-draincd acidic soils Old trces

,,,r"fa t""af, sercral hundled years of agc Prior

i, 1g20. il h", b""n 
"stimatcd 

that 1 5 2 million

imerican Cbcstnut trccs cxisted; no\\' the

eslimate is pcriraps a lcw thousand

unlorlltnalcly. ol about 10K trccs glvcn out 1br

planting. only airout 5ori, have sunived-

llis oricall]. the wood of Alllerican Chestnut

lvas an exccilent timber, a rut-resistant

hardwood tllat \ras used fi]r evcrything liont
housc panelling to linlbcrs lining thc early

Welland Canal locks. Tlic nllts welc used b),

scttleN to lted livesiock, and a nllmber ofnativc
animals ar,d birds includjng lhe Passcnger

Piscon also usccl ir as 1ood. Pionecrs also used

th; bark lbr taming leallrer. as the bark was

high in laDniD-content.

One problcm with growiDg American Chestnut,

as Diagan mei'ttioned, relatcs to the polliilation

of the flouers. Trees bear both male and female

flo*ers (so thc lrees are considcled bi sexual).

but thc nlalc llouers open carlicr than ihe

tcmalc. so that mainl) the trecs arc cross-

pollinalirg onll- about'17n sell:pollinaie Thus

,.inllc 1.,n. rr.c r. ur' tkcl\ lu hcrr nrrtt. AnJ I
.,,'.rii,nc lre.''r c lru .rr ifrrl. llr() \lil nul

cross-pollinate ell'ectively to nrairtain the

specics.

ll_( ('h(.lntrl lJlrUl'l lrn!.r''{'r\plnleclria
I'Jra.irii-) \\J- irrtrodu''cd rnt.r \"1'lh \nrcrica

rccidenrll .hotrt lo04 'rl'crr ( lril^ 'e t'nc'lnllr"

wcre blouqhl in. prcsurnablY to inclease the

swcetncss of thc nuts. flnlbflunately the

Amcricen Chcstnut llad littlc or no resistance to

the lurgr.rs, so by about 1920 the blighl \ias

rriJ<"or:u,l. l h, lirrrgu-. ulliclr crr b"li'lrcr'cd
hL sin,r rnJ birdL. (.,I Dcri;51 in llre :'uil ibr

,n,,rtt tacr. a,'J illl((.cd lrccs lnl]\ lakc up lo lu

r.,,,r. i, ai. rntr'nltclion. n 'llrollrh lh( ulrgus

calr,ot irc attacked extemelly by human

inteNenlion. a virus cxists *Jlich is capable of

attacking the blight fungus Dlagan noted that

inlected-1recs t1'pically produce a numbcr of
.,,"k"rs fr,lm the stLrmp al fte soil-1ine' some of

*hich ma! survive for a le\! vcars'

Ac1. and

numbcIs;

The Canadian Chesmut Council's main purpose

Jio ."rt-" Castanea denlata, hopetully with

,tant, ,..i.tun, 10 fte Blighl fiIrgus Several

i.;unr;.1, Eom Lnirersiry ol Cuelph are

i"""f""a i" this effort. Dr Greg Boland has

Ir.u",.a ,1" former range of tie species ard

iound a tair number of trees ir Norfolk Counry'

,iu.ry of *t i"tt h" pollinat"d where possible'
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April2072



are bcing monitored- Dt. Adam Daie. a

plant breeder specializing in bery crops- stafied
a chestnut breeding program il1 2001. Lrsing

90% Canadian conlent as brccding siock.'lwo
sites. one at thc Tim Horto[ Onandaga l]arm
Camp near Bu.ford a1ld alother at Rilctbcnd
F n1s. A],lner, are curenlly thc research

locations lbr the brcoding program.

A typical breedirlg program involves sevcr:l

stcps. Ilsing pollen from known soutces to
pollinate a number of l]o\\'ers, saving the

resulting secds. grorving them into plants and

dctcrmining uhich plants have the

chanctcristics ,vou want, thcn gro\\'ing those up

to flou'cring and lcpeating thc pollinating and

sclecting this is lime-consuming,particularl-v
[ith slow-growing plants such as trecs Then. to
determinc ifthe sccdlings havc an,v resistance to

blight. thcl lllust be inoculated \&ith the fungus

antl studied to see i1'lhc-v survivc. Basicall-v. this

is the proccss thal the Chestnut Council's

scientists havc been lb11owing-

A technicall-v-dili]cult aspecl is that 10 cnsure

that only thlr $'anled pollen makes contact with
rhc lcmalc llou<r lh'. i' 'ol\cJ b] cu\(rinr"
the un-opcned flowcr rvith a paper bag. and rhen

introdlrcing thc chosen pollen at jLrst the right

timc. Thc mrts. when thcy devclop, ale kept in

the bag until uscd.

Dr-agan explained that to begin thc breeding

progran, lhe scientists uscd Canadiatl-sourced

trces to be the lirst l'en]ale parcDts. and tlces

nroduccci tiom seeds liom Conncolicllt
iur;,.:ilrrir,.; lionr Cl,rrrcsc- Jlp.rne.e. Lrrroperrr

or I-ISA) as the nrale parents. Irom nuls lioln
these crosscs (Ir1). thcy gren'seedlings and

selectecl prcfclablc planls to be thc parents of a

ne$ (F2) geDcration. So far, lhc-l have planled

orer 1800 Il seedlings and will plant abort

2000 F2 scedlings in 2012.

Altcr plodu.in! thc hlhrid trces rneir re'istrtr''c

r,r su,cepirhi'llr lo th( bli!hl lulrgus m r\l hc

testcd. lhis rr.rs dunc hY inoculoring thc trcc

$'ith the l'unstts.'fhc site ofinooulatioD \ 'as tlso

IllDonJnl. lnc re"crtcltet: coriiocred lllrl
in,rct,larinI orl lh( lrunk llli:hI bc loo \(\"r( t'

the liurgus-u'as introduced iito a brauch' which

\.-as thcn watched for signs olbljghl. At the end

of the gtowing seasorl- the branch \r'as renlovcd;
if the tree showcd no sigl1 ol bliglrr it \,o!ld bc

rctairled. or {ould be tenlovcd if it showcd

scvere s)-mptoors. The testing also used two
strains of the blight fungus, one a mild strain

and ihe other a morc severe onc r,'hich f)ragan

callcd 'more vicious'.

Future research will itcludc testing If2 trees by

trunk inoculatioq and attcmpting propagation of
nlore lrccs 1ior1 rooted cullings to incrcase the

lest material more quickly than b) lhe

pollinsti.'n method. I lre cor'llljr-acllnu \ iruc

ma,v also be introduced a1 some point. Dragao

nnlcJ rhar rlre drL,\\llr,'l lhe blrght lunju. is

more sc\'cre in a hot grorving scasol. bcoause of
increased planl stress which suggests that the

next te\\, summers might bc a real tcst lor the

success of the hybri.l trocs.

lnc Clr.b lrrtc heerr int itcJ lu Jrrf,l ic .rl) L,ul'nr
to the Tim llolton Onardaga F-aml Camp in lhe

l'all. to scc the rcsearch site and the trees

flrsthard- This should be a very inleresting trip

- $,e will kecp -vou posted.

SPRING 2012 OUTINGS FOR PEMNSULA
FIELD NATURALISTS

I have included a few (but not al1!) outings for
other local clubs on thislist- Brian Calvert.

aNote: Several Club evenls which occurred

before this Newsletter was pdnted, have been

deleted- Ed.)-

AUSABLE RIVER FOSSILS
Saturday, April 28, 2012' 8:30 a.m.
Niagara Peniosula Ceological Society goes ro

Hungry Hollo\r near Arkona- famous for

trilobites and brachiopods. Glenn Sloggett:

desleo_56@cogeco ca

MARCY'SWOODS
Saturdal, April 28. 2012 at l0:00 a'm'
MeeL the Ben Miller Club ar the soutl end of
Hollowav Bav Road, Sherkston- You migbt see

vellou t;[iums! I im Sebum q05-871-2577 or

i{ick Stockton 905-894-1 944.

April2012
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UTH PHOTOGRAPTII GEOLOGY &
wttRs

Sunday, April 29, 2012 at 8:00 a.m.
Waterfalls, glacial gooves, cliffs and crevice
caves al one of[he besl places to f d spring
wildflowersl Bring your camera, tripod,
questions and a friend to meet the Peninsula

Field Natualists at Louth Conservation Area on
StaffRoad west of Rockway. Brian Calvert 905-
892-6267 will lead the way and Donoa Murphy
905-680-6389 will provide photography tips.

PIT.{ BIRD IDENTIFICATION WALKS
Saturday, May 5 & Wednesday' May 9' 2012,

8:30 a.m.
Meet in the Malcolmso[ Eco-Paxk parking lot at

the end ofNiagara Street, just north of
Lakeshore Road. Barb West 905-935-5339

SHORT HILLS SANCTUARY CLEANUP
Sunday, May 6,2012, 10:00 a-m.
Please help the Hamilton Natumlists Club with
the annual maintenaace oftheir sanctuaxy at the

comer of Metler Road and Center Steet, east of
Nonh Pelham. PIenry ofwild0owers! Bring
lunch and tools for digging weeds. John Potter

905-892-2s66.

SPOOI'Y HOLLOW PLANTS
Sunday, May 13, 2012 at 8:30 a.m'
Meet the Niagara Falls Natue Ctub at Fonthill
Shoppers Drug Mafl to carpool to tJris amazlng

Hamilton Natumlists sanctuary lrear Tukey
Point. Bdsg lunch. Janet Damude 905-892-

2158.

NIAGARA WOODLOT ASSOCIATION
SPRING WALK
Saturday' May 19,2012, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00

n.m.
bring binoculars to the Buchaoan lamily forest.

377 Carl Road, Welland to look for flying
squirels and the ememld ash borer. Tal(e East

Main under the tunnel, then north on Darby

Road and west on Carl to 377 on youl left Paul

Robertsol 905-384-0749 or Gord McQueen

905-'134-6466.

BERT MILLER CLUB MIGRATORY BIRD
COUNT
Sunday May 20,2012
Marcie Jacklin 905-871-2577

ST.JOHNS CONSERVATION AREA
WILDFLOWERWALK
Sunday, May 27,2012 at 1:30 p.rn.
Meet the Peninsula Field Naturalists for a walk
around the pond through a mature forest. Janet

Damude 905-892-2158.

PENINSULA FIELD NATURALISTS
PICNIC
Saturday, June 9, 2012, 10:00 a.m. Eain date
June 10)
We hope to see bluebirds in the nearby
conservatioo area. Hosted by Doo & Sue

Minchin 905-562-lq5l. lrom St Catharines,
drive west on Road 81 to 11th Steet Loutb, tum
left (south) a very short distance, tllen right onto

Robbins Avenue, continue to #2288 Robbins

Ave at the end.

GEM & MINERAL SHOW
Saturday, June 9,2012, 10:00 a.m' - 5:00 p'm.
This amual Niagara Peninsula Geological

Society event is now at Mountainview Church,

1 50 Glendale Ave. Check it out on your way
home from the PFN picnic!
www.ccftns.ca./clubs/npgs

DOORS OPEN NIAGARA
June 15 - 17,2012
The PFN might have a nature walk thal ties in to

this 200th anniversary of the War of 1812.

NIAGARA FALLS NATUR.E CLIJB PICNIC
Wednesday, June 20,2012 at 6:00 P.m.
Blitlg plate, cup, utensils to a potluck picnic at

Quee*ton Heights, followed by a walk Giselle

Mills 905-892-3973.

MAGARA PENINSULA GEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY PICNIC
SaturdaY, Jutre 23,2012
Ai Niag,ara Glen. and i need to find out \&hat

time because they asked me to lead a nature

walk!

Lpri]ZOaz
Page 5

I



Thc Prninsula Ficld Naturalists Club
\:,'-.-:': :::: izutjon stancd nr I 91;4 w i1h thc obj cctircs to prescrr'e wildlife and protect its
lr":.::r._._:.PpublicinterestjnrndakDorvledgeofthenaturalhistoDofthearea.aDdto
:_ - :. .: - ..::rge irnd coope.ate wi1l, or-sanizalions and individuals having similar interesls and
'r.-: .. iilllirred wi0r OntarioNatrre andNature Canada.

P.O. Bo\ 23031, RPO Carlton, St. Cathaiines, ON. L2R 7P6

\\ ehsite : peniDsulaficldnats.com

IJPCOMING EVENTS

CLTJBMEETING:

MONDAY, APRIL 23, 6:00 pm - POTLUCK DINNER AND EX-TREASIIRES
SILENT AUCTION

Members with surnames A-L bring salads or desserts; M-Z bring lirst coursei
everyone bring cutlery, cup plates - also cx-treasurers for the auction.

Set-up helpers arrive 5;30

ANNIIAL Ptr'N PICNIC:

SATURDAY, JUNE 9,2012, 10:00 A.M. (Rain date June 10)

Hosted by Don & Sue t{inchin ,905-562-1953
LOCAIION - #2288 Robbins Ave' Louth

From St Catharines, drive west on Road ;I to llth Street Louth, turn left (south)

a very short distance, then right onto Robbins Avenue, continue to #2288 Robbins
AYe at the end.

The I'etrinsula Naturalist Newsletter 2OII I 2OI2 PFN trXECUTIVE

t\tblishcd: lcbruar)', April. Octohcr l'residcnt

Cicul,:tlid1: 120 recipicnts per issue I'ast Prcs

The Editor welcomes nrittctl articles or artwork on an-'" Vice-Ples'

naluml hislory topjc. Plcase sLlbnrit typed repo s on Sccrctary

paper or by email to: jmpotter(lrtalk:wireloss.ta. Colour 'Ireesurcr

phoros (ipg) accompanving articles atc welcolnc AII Mcmbership

picccs of artu'ork will be acccpted: linc drarvings are \\'ebsite

pretbrred as the,v are bc1ler suitcd to photo copyi0g. l'lerv Dilector
jdeas and constructive criticism arc alteys rvclconlc- Director

Editor: John potter Dircctor

Assistants: Kay Smith, Mary Pottcr l)irector
Direclor

- pleasc seud submissions to ihe abore address -
Dcadlincs Ibr submissions 2012:

Fch.-l: \fril 7: Ocl 6

John I'otter 905-892-2566
Ronran Olszcrlski

Wendy Bradlcl'
Don Nlinchin
Brian Calvert 905 892-6267
Domra Murphy
John Black
Jean Hampson
Bob I Iighcock
Carol Lbrval
Bryan Joolc
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