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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGI]
Hou about sorne liappy ner.vs for a new year!

A . llro.l' I nt\(r.in tncin ccrrrl.u". ur \lr\
.fl,2.' ' . . tlll. the \ilgJrJ l.s(.rrpntenl
Commission OEC) is joining wilh Urock s

Department of ToLLtism and thc Enviro nletll to
sponsor 'Lcading lJdge C'onfcrcncc 201 I '. :l he
Lcading Edge confererces arc an annual ever'rl
for thc NEC bul this is a llrst-tinre cvcnt l-or
B.ock. The Confirence will explorc the themes
oi loulism and economic developmclrt in thc
1\_iagara Esc;fpmeIt UNLSCO Biosphcre
Reserve. Speakcr-s rvill bc addrcssing the u,ays
rhirt husinc,.e'. eJuueror.. ,,Id ll'uri:tn
operators are slriring 1(] provide sustainablc
praclices and allractions in this local Biosphcrc
Reserve. For nlorc inlomlation. chcck thc
NEC's rvebsite: httpJ/ww$.escarpment.or!l/

On the inilialile of B an Calve - lve contacled
the local Conlercice C)rganizing Commiltee and
lhe NEC, oflering to have local Natu.e Club
mernbers providc prc- nrrd posl-coirl'crclrcc touas

of local scclions of thc Escarpmenl lia the
Brucc l'rail- and of lhe Niagara Corgc fiom
Duffctin Islands 10 Quccnston arca.

Surpr']singl1. thc orgaDizers had lot considcrcrl
he!ing such an addition to thcir Confcrerlcc. bul
u,cre dclighted b1' our olllr. and have acccptcd.

ln all lairness. the organizers harl arranged uith
John Black aDd Kayo lloy lo hold en carly-
morning bitd walk in the Brock-Dcccw arca

belbrc their fi6t spcakcr sessiotl. bltl had not
ircludcd an extcnsivc walk or thc F,scaryDeot.

So our olitr carne as a naluml fit with their
plars.

You will be hearirg more ahout this initiative as
thc plans firrn up. For-- no!v, be au'are that wc
u,il1 be soliciting and inviting the involvenrent
of mcn,bers. in parlicular thosc uho know lhe
geolog1.. bryology and plant/bird lifc ol the
Escarpmcnt, to help lacilitate an cnjoyable arrd
educational cxpcrience lirr the Conf'crelcc
visitors.

RAPTOR RNSCUE

J-l.,rl\,rr( rn,,,r'itt:.:. qe uerc.tenlcd b) c
Dr,,u,t. ,',u.r.,t ruic rlrur.uLrndcd likc piprs
rattlilig o. frmiture moving in the upitairs
bed|tron rt ll,c hac\ cl lhc lrour.. lhi) uui5(
rvould stop and start. 'Ihis lT droor[ has a

balcony u.ith a Plexiglas railing that overlooks
the patio wher-e rve have our birdfecdcr-s-

Deciding lo illvcsligale, rlc found to our
ilmazement a Coopcr's Harvk uith a Moumitg
Dove graspc(l in ils lalons on this birlcon!. 'llle
horvk's wings rlele flapping but hc could nol
asccnd enough to gel oler thc railing. although
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rntinued to tr') to no avail to get out ofthis
,dnge cage in $hjch he fouod limscll'.

Rcalizing the raplor woLrld need help, I donncd
hat. coat :rnd lhick glo\,es. and lertured out onto
thc balcon,r. The hawk abandoned tl're dove. \\lro
crept under the.dling and disappcarcd in a
hury nlinus enough leathcrs to malic a snrdl
pillou,. and wcrt into overdrive. the hawk lire.i
lion1 thesc rcne$ed exeflions and I rvas ablc to
pick hirn rLp. tuid pose for photos. Whcn
reieased. hc fle\! to the woods appcaring 1(] be

none rhe \orsc from his ordeal. Ilc still feeds at

ouu "bild" feeders (although this has a difl'ercnt
mcaning lo his raptor nind) but avoiding 1he

balcoly.

Conlrib ted h!" Dotl l{inchin.

WOODEND I'AMBI,II

/\r \o\(morr o. . n n. b(li.rc lltc "ittLc'ol(Jtl,c i tclrtlrrirhlr :no\\ h<!,irt. RnIrrJrr

Olsze!\ski led a group oi \landerers into the

rilcls of \Vrxrdend CoDservation Area- As mosl

folks nolv kno\\-. \lbodeld straddles the Niagara

llscarpmcnt. looking northrvard toward thc

Niagara Collcge Glcndale campus and

providing impressive vicus of thc iake bcyolt,.l

Also. as most lblks kno\i; a ramblc with llonmn
is ce ain lo ),ield sightings of snrall plants 1vilh

incomprehensible Dames. this day was nol
aOpical.

As u,e startcd into the woody area liom thc

parking-lot. it rvas suqrrising horv manl

ui|-lflorvcrs *ere still idcntiliablc by thcir not

quitc-dead learcs ald sometiocs llo$cl-lj.

Lcaves of SharpJobed Hepatica rvere quite
obvious, as \as Zigzag Goldenrod. Not too thr
il]to the woods. ue carne to a rathcr decf
depression in the rock. \\,herc i1ur'ls evident that
a small quarrl.opgration had once flourishcd.
'ahc rocks u,crc, in somc places, encrusted \!ith
greyish lichels" some displaying cup-shapes
u'itr colored insides. Roman called out the
scientific names ol several. wlile *e neophytes
prcrended (not vcry convinciDgl,v) 1o knorv
cxactly \ha1 he mcal1t.

Al one point, when someone poioted out a r-ock

with solne lichen on it. Roman pauscd,
examincd ir, and linally oonoluded that this lvas
d rare species \hich he had irot seer in lhis rrca
bef-orc $lrich obviousl) made his day
mrthwhile! 'lhe species i[ qucstlon was
(pcrhaps) Xanthor-ia polycarpa (]1 maybe
Xanlhouendoza hasscitilt in either case. a first
rcporl 1or thc Nia8ara I{egion. Anolhcr comlrlon
spccics tbund on a do\rrcd trcc-branch qas

Physcia aipolia iphotas u!' Rick lan

Wirh a group of nearly 20 people. somc rot up
to scrambling oler rocks, tho p 1y bccame e

Iong linc as we nade our *a] upwald along lhe
cclgc of the Flscarpnrcrt to\i'ard thc house at drc

cleari g. I hc remnants ol'tlle old lirnc kiln lvcrc
stiil standing as they ha\'c been lor decades.

wjth a bit of no[descrjpt fence indicating that

this $as oltt-oi--bounds. r\ feri huge blocks of
limestonc prolruded oul oler the lip of the

cscarpment, neerling a 1ew morc decades of ice-
pressorc bclbre thcl' rvi1l slip olf and iumhlc

down thc slope.

As wc proceedcd dow1l the lanc back t() lhe

par-kirg arca- a l-et of us notcd hot many of1hc

large o1d trecs look rether dccrepit. no thanks lo
Gypsy Moth. assortcd cankers. ancl perhaps

Lmcrakl Ash Borcr. It rvill bc intcresting to scc

how the forest at Woodcnd srulives the ucxl

ltrv dccades...
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,. CATHARINES CHIUSTMAS BIRD
COUNT . DECEMBER 19,2OTO

he Peninsula Ficld Naturalists Cluistmas
Ritd Count \\'as or1 a cloudy cold day out il

the lield: temperatures hovcrcd bctwcci -3'(l
and -11'C \ith the rvind chill. 'fhc dirl $as
mostly cloud)'. $ith a fe$' sunnr brcaks in thc
afterroon-

It turned out to be a great birding day. \re tailied
79 species. This llas above aver.rge ibl the
cotllrl (75.6 it\rerage over the las1 28 )ears). We

tallietl 24.255 ildividuals. r"-hich is almosl
exactly average over the past 28 ycars (2,+.269).

Tlrc cold rvcarhcr probabll hclpcd to push somc
ofthe birds 1(r l-eeders this lear.

This yeal uc hacl .18 parliciparrts, includirg tuo
pcople fionr British Colurubia. \\re spent ir tolal
130.9 horus ii thc tlcld and $alked or drove
1010.1 km.

l\4an,v thanks are d e to all thc panicipants. Also
a big thank )ou to NlarJ i.lrd Jolln Pott.r fin
organizing tlis ]car's count arcl ,ourld-up pafl).
r\ greal big THANK YOIr to eleq'one \\'ho
helped scl L4r. cleaD up iurd broughi ver,-l

yu n1.! food to lhc round-up. It was verl much
appreclaLcd.

This ycar rve had rccord high counls o1'Rlng-
neckerl Duck (17), Common Merganser (2156).

Rcd-brcasLed Mcrganser (2600), Norlhem
Harricr (16). Cooper's Hawk (16). Nlerlin (iic
2). Eastern Scrcech-owl (tic J1). Red-bcllied
\\:oodpeckcr (71). Cruolina UiEn (ti.-21).

--lrrcricrin Robir (1400). Ficld Spatorv (35).

and Snor1 Burlting (1543).

Northern Caldinal (+43)l\is thc sccoDd lighcsi
colLrll. Mouming Dove (1695) rvas thc second

highest coLLlrt and the highest count in 20 ycats.

lligh coults 1bt the dccade u'erc Canvasback

(i), Rough-Legged IIatk (tic-7). IIai1
Wooclpecker (25). and lllack-cappetl Clricl<atlec

(,198). \t1lorv-iunped \\arblcr (2) rlas thc

sccond rccord for the clccadc.

lli'nrpirrs's i,u l r-lt s". tltc lou<'t .,'rrrr irr l5

"vcars. 
Iluropear Starling (2999) \ras the lowcsl

count in l(l tears. Lcsser lllack-llacked Gull 11)
\\as lhc llrsl r-epo( in 7 ]ears.

PARTICIIANTS: Brian,A.hela. Rhonda
ArE5tIong. John Black, Peter IlonEr'ant. Paul
Chapniaur. Suc Chapmar. Barlr Charlcton, Pauh
Clark. Iieror' (lolrtield. Carl Dantudc, .Ianct
I)atrrude. Don Dimcud. Elaine Dinrond. Ilob
Dobos. Jason Ellirnl. Ilcn hscotl, Cluis Bscott.
Denys Gardincl, Cathl Giancario, Jean
llarrpton, Bob Higlrcock. Carol Horvat. Malcie
.lacklin- Nabil l(hairaLlah. Ranlset Khairallah-
irene Kier-s. Mil(e Kiers, Natalie Kiers. Kara
Klistjanson. L)ean Laar. \\rirl l,aar. George
N{clvin. I)on l\'{i11s. Gisele N{ills. Roo1a0
OlszcNski, Kelo Ro). Joycc Sankcy, Karii
Schncider. Tinr Sebum- IIa-vlc,v Shcpard- David
Smith. Pat Snith. I{o) Sorgeniiei, Jolx1 Slevens.
Tom Thomas- Rob \\hldhuber. Dora Young.
Rick lbu g.

SPtICtES OBSIIRVI]D:

Carada Cioosc
Mute S\!an
aiadwall
Arrerican Black Dttck
NIallard
Canvasback
Rcdhcad
Iling-iccked I)uck
Crealcr Scaup
Scaup sp.

White-\\ingecl Scotcr
L-ong tailcd Duck
Bullleliead
(lommor Goldenele
llooded Nlcrganser
Common Mcrganset
Iled-breastcd Nlerganser
\\'ild I urkcl
Picd-bi11ed Grebe
Doublc erestecl Connoranl
(ircat Blue Heron
J.lo: lhen, flaricr
Sharp-shinirecl 11arvk

Coopel's Ha\\'k
Accipitcl sp.

Rcd{iriied Hoq,k
I{ough-logged llatlt
Hawk sp.

Anrerican Kestrel

2165
13

12
1069

5

-5

t7
tl

5

I10
I tt5

128

112
39

2156
2600

31

1

7t
.1

16

t0
t(:
2

16li
1

2

43
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Cool
's Gull

Ring billcd Gu11

Herring Guli
l,csscr Black-L,ackctl Cull
Cilaucous Gull
Greal Black-b:rcked (iull
Rock Pigcr,l
Nlourning Dor e

Fastern Scr-eech-Orrl
Great Llorned OrrI
Uelted Kin!!fisller
Red-bellied \\bodpecker
Downy \lbodpecker
Hair) [roodpcckcr
Nodhem ljlicker
\odhern Shrilie
Biuc Ja!
Arrcrican Crou
iJorned Lark
BLack-capped Cltickadee
TLrlie.l Titlrlousc
Red-br,.astcd Nulhatch
White-breested N-uthatch
BrowI Creeper
Carolina Wr-en

(jolden-crourcd Kinglcl
llastern llluebird
Ame c.m Robin
Northcrn Nlockingbird
Europcan Starljrg
Cedar \\iaxw ing
\ellor--r uuprl \!ht blcr
Americi,tn l lee Spafiou,
Ficld Spatrot'
Song Sparron'
S\\amp Sparro\i'
\\'hite-tilroated Spalrow
\\:hitc cro\\ned Spa0ou'
SpaIlou, sp.

D.rrk-e,rcd iunoo
Snow Bunting
Northem Cardinal
Rcd-winged Blackbirci
Conuron Gftcklc
Broun-hearlcd Corvbird
llouse fiuch
Co]nnlon itedpoll
Pine Siskin

4

2
,7

4
379
2t6

1

2

American GoldfiDch
Flousc Spanor,,

'fotal iirdividuals
Total specics

391
1715

24.255
19

l5
tt9

1695

l1

'll
r03
l5
22

l
_5 00
171

7o
.198

9

11
.+1

rl
)
l

)5

1400
3ll

2999
8+
)

581
l5
t3
)

25
1
2

1018

15,11
.l;18

1

1

t4
26',7

l6
)'7

ThLUlks to l,Iatcic Jctckli't.li)r tliiti tlpott- Ed-

WINTI'R WATtrRIOWL COUN'I' 2O1I

'T-h. s.Jrl,., 1.". r r,5 )..:lr'. r-rrnt rrr. le-.
I rlrl rrn..r,.,br.. .r . uld rr..rrh uir.d blor,i.l t

'.:,r. r.' ,hc \ ic\\cr'j c](j. ul,ilr $-'J .rrl;,,I
and the propensitv of ducks to dile addcd to rhe
difl]cult-\,. The area covered this yea| was
similar lo last vear's coun!. i.e. primafily alo{g
the I-ake Ontario shoreline. lhis ]ear"s rcpo
shows thc counls llom 50 l)oint to Vicloria l{oad
(50-VTCT): Vicroria Road to \\rellallcl Cenal
\\'esL l'ier (VICI t'\\W); \\ielland Cdnal East
Pier to Niagara-on-lltc-l-akc 1P$rE-N"OTL). and
fotal. lrith additional dala fiorn the Niagar-a
tUver tNOfl--Iaiis). A liw specics recor-dccl on
thc Niagaru l{i\er count \.\'crc not noted in lhe
Lakc Ontario shoreline records.

h lotrl, 21 specics u'crc scen. the most
numerols again bcing LoDg-tailed f)uck. l'he
tolal nlLnrbcr ()1' birds seen (252i1) \\,as

subslanrially higher than last ),ear (19299r. /7'lr/.!

'.,t, t , ,rtl .t,ll-l ],a ,t tc,,tt',1 l,'t' rlti, at.',t'
cthhough .hittt llluck ditl ol menli.jtl lhdt

llossilliliD', lLt.\l !-u he cctlletl tt iu:cn-'tL'L:Ln-t/

Scvclal spccics \!cre [1otc nuneruus l]ran lasl

)ear - Ilcd breasled \4crgalst-r'591i0 (3246 last

ylir Conlmor Gcrklcnel'e 2669 (1403); \Vhile
\linglrd Scoter 2995 (666); Canada Goose 2721

(i.168); Bulllchcad 800 ('120); Crcatcr Scaup

1708 (i0): DoLtblc-crestecl Cormorant 73 (5).

lrlo spccies werc less nurcLous ihan last )caL -

Nlallard 350 (105B) and Long-tailcd i)uck 8009

fl 069,1).

1AR'llCIPr\NTS: .lohn tllack. Petcr. Bonllnlant.
Dreu Carnpbell. Paula Clark. lSlaloe aod Jcan

|arnan'l'- Jcxn llanrpson. Bob llighcocl(. Ka,!' o

llo1. Dan Saiisburl', fim Seburn. Jolu SlcYens;

l\4arcie .lacklin hclped coordinatc d1e groLtp.
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Co nt 2011 Niagara
50-Vict Vict PWW PWE-NTL Total NOTL-Falls

SPECIES
Common Loon
Pied-billed G.ebe
Homed Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Double-crested CoamoIant
Tundra Swan
Trumpeter Swan
Mule Swan
Snow Goo6e
Canada Goose
wood Duck
Gre€n-winged Teal

American BIack Duck
Mallard
No,thsm Pintail
Northem Shoveller
Gadwall
American Widgeon
Canvasback
Redhead
Ring-nocked Ouck
Tufted Duck
Greater Scaup
Lessor Scaup
Scaup(sp)
Ha equin duck
Long-tailed Duck
Black Scoter
While.winged Scoter
surfScoter
Common Goldeneye
Bufflehead
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breastsd Merganser
Mergansor(sp)
Ruddy Duck
Ame can Coot
Red-throaied Loon
King Eider
Barnacle Goose
Great Blue Heron

Bald Eagle
unknown
Other
*G.imsby, ln Poor shape
** CommonxBataow'6 ?

5

1704
2

7421

8

1963

2176
434

2709

1

2

8

396

94

344
190

1

3018

97

0

0

0

0

0

o
1

2
0

2721

0

53

850
0

0

0

0

0

0

0
1704

2

0

8009
8

20s5

2669

800
1

259
5980

0

1

2
0
0

0

0

0

5

602

73

2366

1

18

358

10

47

5

42

72

1

27

96

45

1

8

1

2

91

38

149
176

144
254

1
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11 SPRING NATURE CALENDAR

OIh ANNUAL MAPLE SYRUP FEST
Saturclay. N,faroh 12. 2011. I0:00 a.n.

hmch aDd tools lbr digging rvecds. Joiul Pottcr

90a-39t-2566.

EROGI,.I]ST AT HEARTLAND I.OREST
Salurday, lvlay 7. 2011 . all da!.
L)ipcct to see many amphibians ancl flo''vels'

Ilca li't d Forcst is orl thc Llest side of Kalar'

Ilolld- helwcen Brown Road and Chippau'a

Crcek Iload in south l,Jiagara Falls. Iarrill
friendl-v and $heelchair accessible. Paul Philp

905 894-2711.

RI ICK POI\ T PRo\ I\CI4L P4RK
Sarurda)'. Nia"v 14.2011. E:10 a.m.

Bring Iunch and mect the Niagam ]ralls Natule

Club al the Fonthill Sl'loppers l)rug NIad to

cnio-v bilcls. butterllies arld llowers Th're is x

park cntra.ncc fec- i'amil,v liierldl). Rick You]lg

905-7,:.t-6226.

S\\AYiI,I, GOTTGE & SITORT I{II'LS
P]iOVINCIAL I'ARK
Sundar'. NIar, l5.20l1.2:00 P. .

nleet at tlc iloland i{oad enlrance to Short I tills

Park to vic* srtayzc fa1ls aud sp|ing

rvildlb*ers. -lhe tlrsl piut ol the walk rvill be

r.vheelcktir acccssible. Brian Calvelt 905-1192-

6261 .

LEADING trDCtr CONFIIIT-ONCE
Vst ln-2r. l0ll (l h(tr\dLt)-t ridn\)'
n i,r,l,rtrrce .rbour tl t \i:r*.'ra I 'cJ'prrrcr't'

hostcd bv Brock Univcrsity (Note President's

rncssage, page 1). Sec the Niegare Escarpmert
(lor]1n1ission \vcbsi1e hnp://u'$wescarpmenl'org

1br mor'c delails.

DECtrW IiALLS TO VINtrLANI)
S.rtLLrd,r\. M.r\ 18. lU I l.
Dlt.r't,',rhout ll,\su llr.,rnillr - lJ rlL!rnor'n

rvalks ill be ln the Ma,v PFN re.lvslcttc1. Bdl]n
( lahert tX)5 892-62(r7

PFN SONIE'I'I}'IIS-ANNI]AT, PICNIC?

\'. ' Llrc .,'tert'lcd PI \ Pl( \l( 'rsl \c rr \^J\ a

. i.Lirn of irrcl.'rn.nt \!(rih(r (r'rJ ll \ l\: I

g.i-i"l,""irrt irl the mlsle cs of l'atc- rve rlill

t v 
"g"1" 

tfrii -vcar. Look for nore irlli) jn the

llcxt l1ellslcller.

Mcet at the corner oi Nlcllcr Road and Centcr

Stlect, Norlh Pclharn. ti)l n uil1tcr ua1k.

lbllorved by a panc:rtrie [x1ch at Wlile Nfead(rlvs

lanrs. Jolm Pottcr 905-892-2566.

,I'UNDILA S\!ANS AT LONG POINT
Sundal. N{arch 13. 201i. 8:30 a nr.

l\,Iect thc Niogala Falls Naturc Club at lhe

Ironlhill Shoppers I)rug Mirt lor a tll] day

via\ring ltxld Slvam and other $ale'lowl
Rring luich atci dress *arml-v. Don Milis 905-

892-i971.

LICHENS,A.ND MOSStrS AI' ROCK\\AY
5x11slrr. \p|il 10. 2UI l. lU'10,'. n.

Nlect a1 I{ock$a-\' Cotnmtrnit-r' CcItr'e to \'1c*

the 1alls a d icle[til,i lichcns, mosscs allcI ealh'

wild llo$er alorg the trail. Roman C)lszcu'ski

905-732-9955.

.'Ih ANN[:AL ECOTIiST NIAGAR\
Sund.t),. ApriL 17.201i. l0:00a.m -4:00p'n'
Niac.rir College. Glcndalc Cempus, NOTL'

\h|i'ols rleurorstralions and spcakcLs on 'GLcen

I i!inq'.
t linr.r . rc ior,\..rg:rrr lSa-r2u-uJ l0

ANNUAL PllNINSUL.r'. HAWK\\ATCII
fridav. Aoril 22. 20i 1. Ali daY.

Beamer i'onscrration Atea south ol GljnlsbJ oll

liiJt. Rorl. A lln( ofpurltr'rir\ rrr \''( rrrJrr\

.',..'1..,'1 .,'1.r'. l(.rrrr lhcir id-ntillcoli.'n'rrrJ
r.ricL r.rJ. t. i,,.'r ,r'l , rcr. I 'pcciallr r'o"J i'r

heginncr-\l John Potter 905-892-2566'

}IARCY'S \A'OODS
Salurd:r\. \pril 10. lr)lI. I0:00 e Lr'

ii.eL r,i, rrcr' \lill-r \b'rrr( t'lttc rl ll t' trr'rrlt
.n,1 ut'Hnllu*u1 Bay Road' Shcrkston to lool(

ibr mre species. Tim Sebu l905-371-2577

SITORI I{ILLS SANCTT]AIIY CLtrAN-UP

srlndal. Mav I. 2011. 10:00 a'rn'

iii"".Ji "r,irr" 
llamihon NrtrLraiists Club Nith

,tra annu, n,"in,., a,,cc "f lr'cir :unjllur\ :rl lllc

c,"".t "iV.'f" RolJ 'rnr1 
( cnl''r:lrc(L cils' o

Nn,rit t," tunr. Plcnty of \\jldllor'ersl llring

Irebruarv 2011



are lou rcading these days? Ihis question
is frequentll posed u'hener.er otu extcDde.l
lirrnil,v ect toqethcr. The lorc of books aud
rcacling is a lclacl liom mr grandpaLents. onc
of the best presents our larnill cver reccivcd.
Latell. rvith rhe popuiaril) of c-books and
do*nloadiirg of iiternet mateiial. I wonder- jf
rve ll e\pe.iance a ncrv version of '|alnenheit
.151" - ic. a lorld in rvhich paper books are
burned. not becausc of lheir inlbmatioDal
conlenl. hut sirnply becausc paper.books have
becomc obsolcle. I lropc lot.

An1*ay. thiL,rlis to a kind gili lioDr Ka1.lcKcclcr. I arn cullcrtll reading the book b_r

William Stollzcnburg - "\\rhcre the Wilcl Things
\\'ele." sub-titled 'l-ili. Death arcl licological
Wreckage iu a Land of \rniishing Predalo6".
l'his is e book that \\'111 make )oLr rhink. and
clullengc your- assunptiolts of ho1\ thc nalural
uorld uorks. I suspcct llrxl ntost of us. ',\fien
presentcd widr the statemcnt that ?r tew
n-\dJLur, ..ruir J. I'err.. i1rh..r $ul\e.. ti-. r\
and the like are neccssary in natural systems.
might bc incllned to argue that'Well. )es, $,e
migirt ncccl a ii$,. blrl iot loo man] - and not i11

nty -subdirisionl'

\l'hat Stoltzcnb[rg suggests is that not ooh clo
\c ncod sorne predators but that, in ccosJ Stcns
\\hcrc thosc prcdalols arc eliminated. thc
ccos,\'stcm q!rckl) falls apalt. Tliinir ofthe food-
chain or tbod-web as a triaDgle. rvilh malr
species all the bose anrl one or tuo (usuall) a

predator) at the top. l""ow. consider rvllat
hoppeus if the predalor is remored. Usual1y.

r.,ithout lhe predator kceping the rexl lerel in
check. that level ofspecies can uuitiply \\,ithout
restrairll. and ovcr-populatc urtjl ()1 unlcss its
r.,oLl -'rIce- r"c Juplct<J rru :l (irn('r n)rtrJl(.
or sr.r\rrs. Thirrk of rhe white-tailed dccr
pLrpulation, hcc of prcdalors in Short Hills
Provincial Park lhen consider rvhite-Iailcd dccr

bcing likenisc lruulcrous and predator licc in
J n,n.l e\(t) \tnj Lci \lr'e ind lhdi. in -,-ne
Ircdc1.ol aild Stdte parks. dccr have almost
cxtclminated spccics like ladies-slippcr olchid"

lIiri, l-1.Ir \ , rrrl lr:lilrnr5 hr L,\cr-Jr.r./int.

\'oL1 mey not pa[icu]arly care li)r covotes -
many of us don't, cspecially sirrce tvc le bccn
inlbrned b-v the prcss that colotes ha\,c been
knoun 10 kill small ilcts. Hor.rever. how ;rranl
folks colsider' thcil favolitc irousr:-cat as a
prcdalor? Stollzenbulg cites cvidence lhat U.S.
house cats muldet lcarh a biliion ntice. r,olcs
and babl rabbits. pius hundr.eds of miliions of
birds 1,carl,r.. in c,rasul florida. housc cats $crc
fbund to be cleplctilg colonlcs olpiping plolcrs.
Surprisingll,. in San l)icgo. a rcscarclter
Lliscovercd that in tire chapa[a] calyons. a tiir
nunber of bird spccies q,ere bcing prctected
ftom cats bv - guess \\,hat? - coyotesl l'he
covotcs were actuall], predating the cat
poprlation. and allowi[g lhe so]gbirds to
flourish. I his infbrmation Nas gained by radio-
lracking thc cals, and fil1di|g thei. c rcarjscs
obviousll par'tial1v-ctxlsumcd bv cotolcs.

Jr,rlc Sl,,l ,,cno, rS . !!e.... o,r( .f(c,c. on
this plarlet has bccn prrtiolrlarlv cfllclcnt al
clilrjnating or chasticallv rcducing lhc predator
spccies that once wele at tlte top of the fbod-
p)r'amid. lhat ellicient eliminator u'ould be us -
Hofik) supicns. lhink of the species utich are
nolt endangercd - ['halcs of zrll t].peii. tigcts.
11nx. biucliu luna. -,\liantic cod, albattosscs,
sharks - the list goes on aild on. Who or $,hat
replaces l1rcsc lost spe.ies? A|d how docs tlre
ecos)stcnl rcact !,!hcn the lop predator is gone?
Cao yolr piclu.e. in yout $.ildcst imagjnalion" ir
planet on \\'hich u,e. the ultimatc top prcdator.
has becn also soneho\. eliminctcd? Could it bc
that our extinction would be tlre salvation Jirr ail
thc rcst ofthc Flafih-bound spccies?

I st led llis Ranbling tLrlkiirg rbout books.
You or I ll]iglir also collsidcr that thc papcr--copy
book itsclf could bcconc a casLrall) of the
cullent lilsoioatiou $ith social iredia- And that
thc tendcncv amongst )outh io\urds evoiding
lhc ()uldoor-s could have distulbing resltlts in thc
rvholc sclcnre ()1' N:riure. Ihc bottonr line.
accorcljng lo Stohzenburg, mighl be sumnrarized
as this: 'll'lve are indeed sccil1g a lundamenul
decline in pcople s apprcci:rtion of Dalural

areas..- this docs not bode uell lir lhe tittule of
biodiversity consc,atioll.-'
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PO. Bor 110--]1. Cadlon RI'O.. St. Catharincs. ON. L2R7P6

Evrxrs Or IlrrvrEDIATE INTEREST

The AN'ttuAL PFN PorLUcK T)rxxrn will be at Mountainview United
Church, 150 Glendale Ave., St. Catharines, on Monday, April 25,2011,
starting at 6:00 p.m. As has been the uustom, please bring your ex-treasures for the

draw - draw tickets will be $0.25. Those with sumames beginning with A-L please bring

first course, sumames M-Z brng salad or desserts. All bring cutlery cups, plates.

Anyone willing to help set up, please arrivo about 5:30 p.m.
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Circulution: J20 rccipients per issue Pasl Prcs'

I h. l:ditor rlcicomcs $rittcn artiolcs or a work Vice-Prcs-

On anl nalural history topic. Hand-t'dtlerl aniclcs Secrctarv

\\'ill be accepted; ifpossible. plcase sublnit items licasurer

On rlisks ol cmail to j mpotter(ditalkwirelcss. c a Nlcmbership

AL1 picces olartwork nill be acceplcd' although Director

Lines drarvir,gs arc preLrable. as they arc bettcr Director

Sujted to pholocop-ling. New ideas atrd./or Dircctor

Constructjve suggestions arc alrvays welconre Dircc()r
I..ditori,:11 St.ll: John l'otlcr
Ldhelling, tldiling'. KaY Srl,it1l

201 0/2011 PFN E)(ECUTT!'tr

JohnPotter 905-892-2566
Ronran OlsTewski

Wendy Bradlcy
Don Milchin
RlianClalvc 905-892-6267
.lolu Biack
Brian []alvert
Louaine Desjatdins
Bryan Joule

-olease send submissions to tle aboue email or postal address-

Deadtines for submissions 20Il:
Jan.28; APril l0; SePt' 30
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