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- 5. ,O pm -
Grantham United. Church is on lindeltr Rd.., weslr of liiagat'a ptre6t.
FOOD lvlenbers with initials A - M are asked to bring either salad or

casserole for B people. l,lembexs with initials N - Z please bring
a desserir. Cutl,e?y and d.isbe6 are available at the church.Ior further information pleaEe call Barbara Simpson, 892-1Or2.

c1eninsula &a{ura[is{
Peninaula Field Natuiat iaas

Box 544
St. Catha ri nes' Ont,

LzR 6WA
,729/1,Vr rr.r. ) J at u Jr, o"

,A?RII, MEXIING - THLRSDAY APT]I 26

POT IUCK SUPPXR - GRANTHAI"I UIIIIED CI]IECH

April is oux rdgufar meBbers night and lor ilhis anniversary evening
we lrouId like.1ro enphasise the Niagara Peninsula. Bill Ilonsber8eris co-oxdinating and he asks that slides to be shown are spottedin the lower left hand. corner as they axe viewed right sidL up.
The Habitat Guid.e to Birding by Thomas P. l]cElroy Jr. will beraffled. liot a field guid"e, this book nekes gooil read.ing and
contains a.wealth of infor.nation that is helpiul when in-the fie1d,Tickets are 25A eecb or 5 for one do11ar-
l-fter a slow start, response to the Crest
couragilg. There is stili tlmg to subir,it
mail to Jud.y Bernet, 10 -ll1'erview f1vC.,
il5, belore .r.pri1 20 .

liext indoor lleeting - i.;ondayr Sept" 24, 8.00 pm.

the f ol lor,rinE ne\, oembers
. Ridley Hts. Jrive,

2179 liiagara B1vd.
Box 17

6 f,ouis Ave.
68 Pine Street liorth

competition is en-
a design. Please

St. Catharlnes, 1,2t

lakeport Secondary School.

3t. {jatharine s
Ft. llrle
Virgil
5t. Catharine s
Thoro 1d
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Minutes ol fnaueural I" eeting
PINTNSUIA IIEID NATURAIISTS,

?he inaugural meeting of the itreninsula _rieId l,aturaljsts washeld Apr11. ?6,, 1?5^+, at,6.OC pm in the Board loom ot the Agricultural.lepresent ative Office, SL. CaLhar.ires:.

- Iir.. R.J. IerAuson, lresident of the liiasara Eranch of lrhe A.i.C.acreo as cnalr'rran. ltt. Ferguson introduced and welcomed all present
and expiained that the aim of this meeting was .Lo form a nucleus fora potential naturalist club in the eastern end oi the )iia,qara fenin_
su1s.

. !h" meetir:r was lurred over LO lv.r. Georpe Dickso.- wio exlIair-ed1r brlef.the ob,'ectives of the Ortario redereLion oi I;arLralists. l.r.ulck-son lntroduced the-Suest speaker of the eveninq. Dr. ,.1r. Gunn !l-resid-r t of the (ntario Federatior. of : aturalis!s.
Dr. !unn.had. each.person j-ntroduce himself and brieffy statenas partlcular interest 1n a naturalist c1ub. Dr. Gunn outlire<l thefour main aims for a suceessful naturalist club-
1. To brjng together persons wiih like interests anC to}\-i ne +h^- r-_,, touch with others of like interests.
2. BJr Sood club publicity ihe latert or hidden talent ofmany persons is revea.Led anl. they are prova,led wlth anopportLn.Lry to exlound such talenrs.
1. A club can be a source of encourageme?t al]d informationfor J-oung_-r persons. 1t provides an opportunity for -'-

elder persons to Sive confjdence to junior members.
4. .4, club can d-o things which individuals cannot, auch asgive expression of opinion in conservaticr..
ln ad4fiion to the four main aims of a cLub, Dr. Gunn addedfurther su::gestions to the fortration of a successful c1ub. partlcular

stress was made that a club has to be fun for ilra embers, not worf.
Additional su€lgestions were :

1. A club should embrece social oleasutc-
?. Smal1 group ouii1]r:s vJere pref'eratle io oass atlracks on Dature.
?. Follow-up discussion groups should be h;Id to repoxt on oriio*.-4. specializec groups sh;u1d-be forEred to a". r,ai"i - ii;;";"r;;;-""" '

their environnent.
Stress was made on the point that too often the public tend to6et out of touch r,1th nature aid the basic ""i"iio""frip' of ;;"ki;A i;ilature.- Such persons are missan6 nuch an<i ,""u-"o.pr";a to indivicu;lsgoin" Lhrouqh ljJe wiLh one btind ele.
Mr. George Xiqksonr acting as chairman! opened the meeting

for general di-scussion.
Iloved by J.W. !:cfna1ly, seconded by li.J. Ivtccombs that,

A NATURAT,IST CIUB BE IoRtinD IN THIS AREA.
cat:r:ied, unaninously



lhe Genesis of the Peninsula 7ie1C r'latura-iists

. Erom earfy boyhood. f have had en j"nterest in bird 1ife, butit was not ur\til" 1921 that I was in a posil,lon io aclri.vely
develop this lnterest.

In the late taLf ot 1921 I moved into a house on the groundscl the Cntario Horticultural Experiment Station - now the liort-iculturat i?esearch fnstitute of Cntari-o - located soxoe 2OO - ZOO
yard.s south of Lake Ontario. luring 1922 a realj.zed that situated
as I !ra5, l was in the Eeneral path of most of the birds on theirspring migxation- Few birds sttempted the lons fl-isht across
l,ake Ontario. As a result when approaching tha laka they changeddirectlon wesi, and while some covered a vride area j-n their weEt-erlJ flight, great numbers followed along the shore line.

The warblexs especially seemed to lavour a route close tothe lake Shore, because ol the 6t kind.s j-dentifi ed, in 1921,thirteen were warblers and in 1924 nineteen were identifie<l outof a total 77 kinds.
For soEe years the main intexest in bird nigration centeredaround the Experiment Staticn grounds, which among other itens ofinterest had a fair sized wood 1ot. fhis proved .fopular with

many of the migrating birds as a resting spot. Thui it r,ras notnecessBry to Eo far afield to see the nigrints. On occasion oneniEht wander far afield seekin8 birds, oily to r:eturn home, andsee these and several others close at hand.:
Tn 4ltrrC n- ,..-. ,.rr,burt, a nedical ooctor. settfed. inVinelanC. Apart flon hls redical practice, his 6ain interest r"rasin birds. At all ti&es, he maintained a f;ir1y large collectionof tropical bird.s. With these, his nain inter;st sdemed to be astudy of their-breeding and nesting habits. After learnins asmuch as possible from each species he would obtain others iorstud,y. .I11 additj-on, however, he was grealrly interested 1n thenative blrds, and toqether we spent considerable tlme on bird.outings. _One point of general interest was a large area of bushano open land at lJarnejr where, ai that time a laige colony olGreat 31ue Ileron6 nested.,

. As.time weut on, it I'as apparent that there were also nanyothers interested. in bird outings, over and above the teachers-ofnature studies in High School. ft was, therefore, planned thai, aregular naturalists outing be arranged for the llarn-er Woods. Thisreouired much publicity aod for thii the St. Catharines Standarddeserves credat., ^mong other.things nientioned in this publicity
!,/as that skinks (one of the lizard fanily) were comilon in ihe "

l,3l!?" u.:g:. 'rhis publici-tJ resul Led in"a 1a.rgc tLrnou!, underIdeal co: citions. :rome came because o-f en inr6rest in n5Lure,others for-an outj.ng, and one because tu,us arr*iou" to see askink and l"earn u,hat it was.

conti-Eued. on page B
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A!4IrGEs IN rHx BIRI IIm !4qRA_!E$IEIII4
The years since 1920 have seen several strikin8 changes inbirC-Iife of the lliagara Peninsula. Some kiuds that were ouceonly stragglers are nov/ faniliar blrds, while a iew thal,- were

commcn at that tiue have become scarce. IIo d.oubt thexe have
been less noticeable changes in the abundance of many othexbirds, i1, is oiten dificult to teI1 how real these lesser
chanses are, especiaLly when 1,le must depend on memory. r/hen I
was a boy on a farm in North Grj,osby Tovmship, f heard many
Vhip-poor wil1s every year, and f thou8ht they spent the sulomerhere. lilow f am not sure, perhaps I only heard irhe springmigranlls, Anyway t have not seen or hearal a lJhip-poot-lril1 in
June, July or August since I began to take a more active int-
exest in birds.

The nosl, deplorable change is the decrease of the Bluebird.
only those who remember lt duxing the 2Os can realize how
aommon-it once_ was. By 19rO it had decreased conslderably,
coinciclent with the increase of the StarLinl, erLd. by 1915 it
was probably less lrhan one-tenth as abuudant in the Peninsula
as it vJas fifteen years earlier. For a long tirDe at persisted
wlthout much che-nge, then after the very severe wintei of 1957-18in its wintex quarters in the southern sllates its nunbers fel1to a }1ew low. fhis was. by no neans the lirst such dlsastex.
Edward- H. Iorbush said. it became verJi sgarce in New ljnglalid
after heavy lrinter mortality in 1895 but it recovered ln a fewyeaxs. 41, lihat time it did no1, have to conpete with the Sllarling.

Those who have knorvn the Bluebird" only for '1rhe pasl,
twenty five years or so may think that its' favourite nesting
site is an open cavlty in the lrop of a pos1r. Sone have all,rays
nested in such places, but ln pre-Starling da;'s a much largei
propoxtlon nested j-n old llicker holes or other deep proteated
cavities 1n txees. IiovI these better places are occupied by
Starlings, leaving the Bluebird onfy the poorer, exposed si1,es-

The Red-headed Wood.pecker is another of our uosij beautiful
birds, \^rhose decline paral-lel1ed that ol the Bluebird. fn the
eaxly tl.rentaes ii r,ras a comtron bird throughou! lhe ?eninsul-a,
oiten nesiring in road-side trees, and cherxygxowers at irines comp-
lained of its d.epredation. llow it is scarce, thouqh scattered. -
pairs may suoroer anywhere in ihe district! if you know its ca1ls
you cen flnd it in nany of the larger woods south of the nscarp-
ment. The numbers I see vary fron year 1ro year but its abundance
does not seem to haye chauged appreciably over the past thirty
years,

It has been suggested- lrhat lrhe cutting of oak woods was
responsible for its decline, for acorns are one of its chieffoods, especially in wlnter. But l doubt if this lras of muchj-mportance in the Peninsula where the Ir{oodpecker is mainly a
suumer resident. ft uas once conl0on here in districts with few
or no oaks, and it has become scarce in those laxgex parlls of
southwesteTn Lincoln vlhere oaks are sti1l abundani:. Another
suggested cause of its decline is killin8 by auljonoblles. [his
too does not seeo very plausib].e. The Red-head-ed lioodpecker
began to decline !{h11e auto trafflc in the d-itriot was stilll"ight, and lrhe nuobers hit by model [.s movlng s]owly over rulriry
roads could not have been ver/ great.

l,im. i,, lutrnEn.
ilulletin i:o. a, ...prl€A..



EUI LAI{;I
by llortian Haultain.

Each year the Club has an outin8 to I/Lud. take just north of Ft.Colborne. It wa6 one of the best birding pXaces th;t I know of inOntario. fhat is before lrhe lepartment 5f- liatural iesources inproveaon jt b7 J urtinE-in a oarkine lot and builoin8 a board walk ovei rheEarsn, oullo'lng duck b-Ljnds and. wood chip tl.ails so the geteralpublic wonrt get their shoes dirty, so ti:ey can disturb ;he n"stingbir.ds-
Iach species of bird has its olrn alea 1n the lake for its nest.

,. lh". first nest 1 ^ohoto,.raphed wren f 6ot my first c€mera wa6 aliarsh hawk's nest with six eggs in Ehe lonB 6rasi on the soulh end. o-fthe 1ake, where the board walk now crosses't[e wet spot.
_ The.Killdeer alwaJs had. a nest on tbe hiFh dround in t\is area.Anorner 11]l_Ldear neslred in the field. aL che nortb end of rhe leke.
_ fhe Blue-tuin6ed Teal nested in both these pfaces. They sreIate.nesters for Cucks, Senerally ilr early June.- tne yel1ow warblers
1l:-lhull nests, Eene.ral}y tlro or three of the& in the raspberrycanes, a-Lon6 Lhe creel< aL rne south end of 1,he lake.

the Catbird had hex nest where the path goes up fror0 thepar!}n8 1ot to the embankment. ,11he Robini wer" in a ceda, treebesid.e the road,
You d"onr t see the intimate bird life from the banks. I usedroy littfe Birchbark canoe and paddled 

"na puiiua 'it""*jii-irr" -"""aJ.
The lurpIe Grackle was the first nestor Aeneraily about the endof April. - l.ormally Lhe crackle bujlds a Uuif.v ne"i-in bLrshes- br)rnere rney outld a nest in rhe bullrushes just like the ,f ed_wi li6_ed.Slackbird.. [he Grackle is a. nest rouler, "loih-eSi" - 

"1,a 
young." Thefood is not so abunCant in the many nests when tE6ir young are hatched.It is my belief that is why they hlve ctringed--ttreir-n6stiig fr"tit".----

About this tiae the tiallards nest in a corner of the duckb1ind.s. There were always two or three ar."t".------
fowards the end of I'jay and the first hreek of June lras the reafnesting time.
The Red-winged Blackbirds are all over the narsh.nests. ,ozens oi
The Black Ierns nest- on the ed.Ees of the open spolrs, Threee8gs on_ a clunp of bullrush root in ihe open. f-can iemeraber a canoewith. a boy and a Birt. The girl sitting iip--on inJ ttwart in the bowof rhe canoe trv-nc to hit tie plack te""s'"ifn-iJr padcile as they-dived on ruem ai tfiey approached t]:e'ir nests.-- --

. lieedless to say f gave then a nice i,ielcome to the marsh _ r,get
e'oinb ano donrt cooe bacli' ,

There were alwat,s tlio or three ?ied_billed Greoe nesl,s. Thev
:i:h:l-i few,decayed tulrrushes toie;L""-t"-i"ril ;-;i;r;;;;";""i';{.,ne e(ge ot the openings, iihen they leave the nest! they Eo"""'trr"i.eggs so they canrt be saen. I was lhotograihi";-; Coot,s nest lrhentrro l1ttle :ied-irii1e.1 r_:ebes 3iiar iver fo ir,e i"rro..

continued on page 9
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tsErllrtY_ IN TIr-E TRIiETOPS

Dy j,iargery C ofiman.

Sornebod.y brou8ht a bunch of pussJ.-wil"1ows to the C1ub.
":prin$'s first flowers"! smile{i a nenber. .;tnd oi course) they are,
thotgh ive donrt aLweJrs thirir of the softr silver l)ussies as f1o'.iers.froperlir, I suppose we should call the& catkins.

1 3ot to thinkinE. lherers loplars on the hi1l. They flaunt a
long, pendant lrype catLin, solt a d furry, 11ke the pussy !ri11ow,
and walnuts have a qreen tassel ior theirs. l,ovel]. ltrltle Sreen
f1o$rers Eake up the walnut catkir]. i k!o\^/. T i..ulfea one apart(donrt tell )avid). liut trees all have catkins, I think the hazei-
nuts have brod'n ones, not very shovry.

Thlnking about tree llouers, other than fruit tre.s, our
Elorious red. maple has by far the showiest. T.eJi are red, sometiues
ye11ow clusters of 1oveI"v little jewels, usua11J,' bloomins wetl beforetbe leaves appeax. Irm not sure !,'het kira of maple it r.ras, but afriend tolC me her husband. cut olf an offendlna tranch of iheir tree,
and eap immediatell' began to ooze out. Along care ihe 1ocal mockinp-bird to sLurl .ir u1 , ie: Jl1r.1v e:.'o: in! L'.e 5w^^t st Jff r..ril theflow ceased. Trust hiro to smel1 out a bargain!

One of the loveliest ol tl9-ce not-so-spectacular bloseoms isthat of the basslrood. iihen Gibbons, of rlstalkin8 the ltild. AsparaEus,,
was huntin8 lor a basswood. !o u5e the bfossoros Ior a brew, sald to
cure no end. of i11s, his younE guide suCder:ly declared.! ',1!erre close,l can hear a basswood- treel" Gibbons was a bii nonpLussed., but on
Eetting closer, !e realized wha1, the boy meait. fhe truge tree, infull bloom, uas literal1y hu&ning with bees, diving into tLe bisswood .-
nectar I

Speaking of tonic brews, the lruit cones ot the surxac are also
reco!:trended (not b"v me - I irrefer Ceyloni) to be used as a tea. lhe
flor.rers of irhe suroec are rreenish colour and are called 'pannic1es,.there is a varieijy of loison sumacj thou,lh irve nevet seen one.r-his variet} ha-q $hltish flovrers, ana tl-,e iuice, .r oily sep acts1i;e ;oi.-on iv5'. . u:rac r,/ooo is a oeau.ifLl medtum for 6arving.iretersen, late of Chippalra, now of lii.nileg, alwa;rs used suna6 for hisov1s. The wood, cut on the bias, forns sJrnetric iines, pelfect lor
owls t eyes.

I can never resist pickin$ a cluster oi sasaalras flowers. r.F
a. r-r.ij9 ilheT hnne; in ye11ow:sh green bunches, and 6rnel1 like honey.ihe.bark, leaves and- root ol sasse,fras ,rrere used by;_ioneers as isllinli lronic, and I(ve leac that the oils are used in sooe arui:s.therers a sp1€noid clutch of sassafras trees at the entrance to )r..iiurlburtr s lroods -- Short r:il1.-c.

. Chokecherxy anC moxntain ash blossoms are showJ- enoulh to benoticed by the most casual ocserver. thc berries of itoth ,hesetrees. Eake good jetly, rather incfined. to be bitter, bui a tood sub_statute ior cranberry.

- . . 
llderbelry and ha!,/thorn Aeck our roadsi.ies sti11, -ihouqh theambitious highway department worknen manage to chop dowr: the elCer

continued on page 8
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CUR ts]JGII,11]liGS

Our origins came from several sources, but I think it may be sald-lrhat the Vineland group could be ca1l6d the nucleus of tle olub-

^. .I9" u nurlber of years, beglnning in 1)26., a fe!,r of us heldunrastrmas bl-rd Counlrs. As a ruLe only two ox three people lrcokpert-in these affairs, and only a few-miLes were traverEsd soour J1s1rs wele never 1ong. fhe average lisi oI species cane tofifleeE, ,nd ind'viJ!aIs one nundred Ino nineLy tirree. The mostunusual spec-Les noted were rhe Carolina. WinLei anc ionr-hi'lted
[1ar. h ...cens, and the I.ocr.jn6bird. Those takjl s pi.t i;'LhE----
cer-suses t/e-e Campbe --1, Cof-tjnan, Jickson, Ireti,-J,arkness, ilu-elburt,Putman, Palmer, Strong and Rcss. Qaite a high proportion of thesepeople were o! the staff of the Horticultural liperiraent Station.
. .q.s time.went.on, our outings iook p1ace, oftenesrb, et theheisht of mi5ration season in Uay. The p1ac6s where our rambles
\4ere held tended. to change. On one occasion i{e went to DecewIa1ls, People froE other districts lrere_ jolninl,- in some numberg,
among these Ioay be mentioned the l,iisses Jessie ind Jean Scott
and lir. 11. Doolittle of the St. Cathaxines ColleBiate staff, al6oMr. Ralph Gardlner and his son Dennis of lort trrie-

The late George J.. Clout of S1r. Catharines lvas active atabout thls period.. He was a native of Kent, l]ngland, and an
employee of l{cliinnon fndustries. !tr. Cfoutis iitereit in nature
r{as combined with a great enthusiasm for boysr work and he reg*ularIy r/ent on hikes v/iih groups ol Scouts. Ile made a spesiaitlrof finding-the nestin8 birds oi f,incoln County and compiied a "
conparitvely l-ong list in a short period. He"also was-the first
1ro report the presence of the Purple Gallinule in the JordanI]arsh. l,lr. Clout died at the early a8e of fifty-six years. It
was proposed lro erect a ELenorial in Burgoyne Woods to this manof very fine character, but, so far, I cair't d-iscover that this
vJa s done -

Cn l.tay 18, 1915, an especially successful field irrip was heldat ifarner lJoods. Ihis .eJas promoted by our Eroup, but wis, a1so,a iie8lona 1. Gathering of the lederation of On],ario ltaturalists,
and an invitation for the Buiiafo Orllthologicaf C1ub. About'one
hund-red anC fifty people met at Smithville and notored a furtherten niles to the woods r,rhere the::e was a Great Blue ileronry offorty nests. liuloerous other interesting birds !/ere seen tliat dayincludinJ Ducks, \ioodcock, and the piletted i{oodpecker, This
regaon 1s a good ptace to see several species of reptil"es and hasan int,eresti-ng flora. Afterwards !,Ie retr_rrned to Snlthville ,,rhere
a good suppex was provided at the Church ilalI. About a hundred
,oeople sat d-own 1lo this and .v,rere addressed by professor Coventryof Toronto University at the concluslon of tle meal.

luring al1 lrhis period, and for sone lriine folloriring, there
was no formal- organiaation ox regular programne of meeiings. Iiol.f-
9y9I, 9n April 26, 1954, aa inaugural meeting was hefd at theA8iicullrura1 Represelta.1rive ' s ofiice 1n St.. Catharines. t/ir,. R.J.Ierguson, Iresident of the Niaaare Bxanch of the Agriculturallnstitute of Canada acted as c6airman pro 1jer0. I,:ri George Dicksonthen addressed the aeeting and iniroduced lrhe speaker,  i. 'il. r,i.

continued on page 10
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Genesis oi ,-eninsula ,ield liaturalists collirc . . -

fhe weather could not have been better for such an outinEl.
end was declared a success. The herons put on a Food dis?1ay,
skj-nks were found and. many birds not often seen, including
turkey vuftures, vrater thrushes, scarfet tanagers ani ner:
1r:ri1e-t's sn,l sparrows.

Because of the succesE of the outj-ng to the lrarner woods
anoilher $ras planned lor the following s"pring. This was held at
Deoew l'ai1s. It too, was a success-. and. although many ol the
birds seen at iiarner were not noted, others because of their
hatitat were observed-.

With the success oI these two oulrings, and the lridely ex-
pressed interesi, by bird watchersr Dr. irurlburt and I were app-
roached by interested observers. ihy not have our own society?
Hamilton is too lar away for nost of us to attend. Ihe interest
shown bJr 1r'r,o locel outinfs lndicated that a 1ocal soclety could
]ia...^n^n+a;

As a result of this, plans were made to ho1d. a meeting of
an:,, who might be interested in the fornlng of such an orEtanization.
lr. GuEn fxon foronto i1,as the guesi speaker an.i outlined proper
lrocedure for the forrnatlon of such a naturelist group. tr'rom
this oeeting ihe j'eninsula lield i'aturalists ;cciety \,!as fortred
ir, 1914. And from the smal,l but enthusiastic Eroup has grown the
lar8e, active Sroup o.f today.

c. ii. Dickson
Itar 1978.

Beauty in Treetops contrd...
snd leave the !,oison ivyi ['e were able to ilet -oaou!:h berries last
Jiear for a feu pies before the blrds got arouncl to ther. A friend
rrith a yen to txy anything cnce, iried lrbe flet blossom clusters
fried in pancake batter. ilo' f di-dnrt taste rem! so canrt report.
1 fancy I preler the pie!

Hawtliorn ! or }lay, as it's calied in parts oi r-.31and, ls so
prettX, but ny oum vlou1d never let rce brin6 it in to the houset
because, she said, it brinss bad luck. The berries' tco' make a
jelly, fike rose hips, but it takes a tremetdous lot to oake a trem-
end.ously sma11 anount.

People, especlally chifdren, fail to notice th.se exqllisite' un-
obstrusive f1olrers of our trees. ferhaps sone oi our lhotoitraphers
have slides of some of them. If so, i"re'd like to see ther0, and lt
would be easier them craninF: our necks to peer ilto ihe treetopa!

PINI}iSUIA TII]ID NATLTRAI]ST'S - OIFICERS

lresident trr. P. A. ?each.
Vice-pres !irs. B. Sinp son
Past-pres IIr. H. LaLcaster
Secretary !:iss i!" ienpel
Treasurer urs. 1i. Dekker

Directors - I':iss li. iarrzen
I"liss J. llerne b
I'rrs. i',. loleJ
Lr. !1. N a sroith
Rev. A. Kae ll8ren
Illr" S. iossetto,
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Mud lal<e conttd....
I picked them up and put them in roy galosh. They apparently becaEe
imprln1red" ! when it was lrine lor them to go I couldnrt get rid ol
them. I had the same thing happen at l,uther i,larsh. They folloved
the canoe out to open !,later.

The Coot and the Floxida Ga1linu1e build the same kind of nest
well back in the bullrushes out of sight. A flat nest of bullrushes
with a runway to enter it. It is very hard to te11 which nest it is
as the nest and eggs are very similar. You very seldon see the bird,
she vanishes into the thick rushes.

One year there were three least Bittern nests on the far side
at the very edge of the open water. An interesting nest, about a
foot above the water with an opening looking out over the pond and a
canopy to keep the sun-off her as she sits.

One day Frank Kingd,on and f cane on a nest with the ieasl,
Bittem on it. She nust have been surpxised as she never left the
nest as we photographed three feet avay. frusted. to her camoflage.

The Hails are vexy shy and elus.1ve. f found one nest with ni"e
e8gs 1n all tr}y years in I'4ud Lake.

One year a nale Ruddy Duck was o11 the open lake ai, nesting ttme.
He hao. no business being down here as he is a l,lanitoba nester. I
hunted that narsh for the nest! but no 1uck. Finally the female carne
oul, in the open with three young,

I've seen the Long-billed Marsh,,!ren there but have never found
a neslr. The male will build 4 or 5 neslrs 1,hen ],lrs. Uarsh ltrren takes
her choice. She layE about B eggs, cream coloured and heavily dotted.

fhe B1ack l,laller Snake is therg, as big around as your arn.Occasionally they will be found aurl-ed. up on a rauskrat's house sunning
themselves.

Over the years f have spent rsany interestlng hours in Mud lake.
lii-ce to look back on them.

3COI{S FOIT SAII

.-r"on tl.Ie A!ri1, '19a15, I,ia.jara 1..tui'31fs1, cones the folloting
acver"isenent. li -- l"JoDder uiich luck;, rcenber i^ron l,he rece to this
lady ' s door.
Taverrler's Birds of Cer,ade - 191!i

C1le sr,rafl sl,ot on coveI, othel',rise in perfect coD.ll.tion
l;1C . OC

Cilbert iihiie - Jelborne - l atu_ral, i-istorJ and rinticuitles.
xdated bJ- Borlder 6Ls:rpc. lllustrated by .iail,torr, eic.
2 ihick volur.es, 01onh EiLi, :;ilt tois, irroluselyrliustrarred. !"rfect coL.iition. l,o 2OO of a specialediiion of 2CS copies prilited ior Ainerica - 1r,0O. .iC.CC

\{e1ton al]o Ootton - 'Ihe Cornpteat angler.
IlLustraied- witit erfl:ravinils on copper and lyood.
The John l{ajor eCiiion. lonCon i82i. 1i5.00

l",rs. :ao8er Cf arke ,
Vineland ;lration, Onterio.
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our Beginnings cont'd...
Gunn of the I'ederation of ontario llaturalislrs. Dr. Gunn spoke on
the ains of a naturalists' club and made suggestions on how 1ro
Dake the cfub interesting,

At this meeting, i{r. Irancis Goldring lras appointea temporary
chairman and l,tr. J. . Uc1nally secretary-tre asurer. l1r. Dickson
acted. as chairnan for most of lrhe meetlng and should be regarded
as irhe prime movea in laJing the foundation for the Clubrs est-
ablishnenir. The nane, ' PXNINSUIA f'IXT,n NATURAIISrS' CIUB' !r,as
suggested by ,r. W. E. HurLburt, and \'ras adopted.

The first outing took place at Dr. ilurlburtrs lioods, one hall
mile east ol Norih Pelhan Village in l,iay, Afte} this starll
several- meellings and a numbex of field trips were held each year.
The indoor neelrin8is were, almost lnvariably, held in school hal1s,
?ower Glen, under '],he sponsorship of our late mel[ber, Principal
I"l. J. Illcoo&be, and iihen at llaljlewood School.

Special menlrlon of some of our senio! members \,rould seem to be
in order, Mx. l'/a11ace Goldring of Eflingharn has ah.rays been an
e,rdent conservalrlonist , with an espeoial inlrerest in preserving
native woodland. He and his family have planted- Breat numbers of
lrrees, and have encouraged olrhers to do the Eaoe"

Hr. A. W. (Bert) l,iiuer of Foxl, Exie is our evergreen leader
of botanical groups. He has an exha-uslrive knowled,ge of the flor8
of the I',liagaxa ?eninsula, and has located oany rare species. lle
a16o groli6, irom seed, a number o.f Carolinian zone trees.

l1r. Alexand.er Cameron has been interested in mallters botanical
evex since boyhood in his native Banflshixe, Scotland. Ior the
last eight years he has made his xetiremenl, hone on a lruit faru
near Bea-msvi1le. Before that he was very active in botanical
cixcles ln Toronto. l1r. Cameron's i-nterests take in the floral
kinCjdom of lrhe whole woxld and he olyns an ex'tenslve llbrary on
+li6 61.11i6-+

14r. Roy W. Shetr)pard of l.liagara 3a11s, has been an amateur and
pro.Iessional naturalisi, all his 1ife. As a young nan he held a
posilrion in the British yiuseuE of tlatural Histo:y, i,ond-on. He
has been a resident of Canada fox about llfty years except for a
long period of service in lJorld rdax '1 . His knolrled-Be of birds of
the world is encJ.cfopaedic and he is ihe Canadian authorilry on
biros of Lhe : ial;ara -.ivPr.

I,ir. ! Mrs. J.,{. Selby ol iookoul, Point returned iro their native
Canada eighteen years ago after nany years in the United States.
They built and mainllained a rllature House' oI small museum at
their residence near tr'onthi11. I,lany young peopfe of the nelghbour-
hood enjoyed irhis museur0 and enl,arged. their knowledge of lrhe plants
and aninals ol the Iocality, the Selbys also had a hummlngbird
bandlng project at their home for several years, anlassing a greal,
deal of ne'!v information as pioneers in this fie1d. Fina1ly, men-
tion must be Eade of ltrs" Selbyrs campaign to pleserve lor post-
erity, the huge Corofort lrlaple at North Villa8e.

W. n. I{urlburt,
l'iiagara Naturalist .
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